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       TOWN OF UNIVERSITY PARK


December 18, 2012

Honorable John Peter Thompson

Chairman

Prince George’s County Historic Preservation Commission

14741 Governor Oden Bowie Drive

Upper Marlboro, MD  20772

Re: Preliminary Plan of Subdivision 4-12004 Cafritz Property



       

Dear Chairman Thompson:

This letter is sent on behalf of the Town of University Park to present its formal position with respect to the matters referred to the Historic Preservation Commission concerning the application of Calvert Tract, LLC, (“Applicant”) for a Preliminary Plan of Subdivision for the Cafritz Project. The Town’s Mayor and Council have participated extensively in the development approval process for this property.  The Mayor and Council have reviewed the staff report prepared by Jennifer Stabler, dated December 7, 2012, and various documents provided by the Applicant, including the revised Recommendation. We note that the documents from the Applicant were received only recently, or were not received at all, which has curtailed the amount of time that the Town was given for review and the scope of that review. 

During its meeting on December 17, 2012, the Common Council of University Park voted to support the staff report dated December 7, 2012. In particular, the Town agrees that the ice house is a significant historical feature that should be preserved and interpreted for the public. A plan should be required of the Applicant at detailed site plan for avoiding and preserving the ice house feature within archeological site 18PR259 in place or investigating the significant portions of the site at the Phase III level, with the appropriate action taken thereafter. 
Further, the Town agrees that all current plans should be revised and all future plans for the subject property should include the identification and boundaries of the ERCO Historic Site, and the Riverdale Park, University Park, and Calvert Hills National Register historic districts with appropriate notations at Note 23 on the Preliminary Plan. The Town supports the requirement that the details of the proposed bridge over the CSX tracks be provided by the Applicant at the time of detailed site plan review and that the Commission should review the effects of this bridge on the adjacent National Register historic districts at that time.
A Town representative will be attending the Commission’s meeting on December 18, 2012, to answer any questions that you may have. Thank you for your consideration of the Town’s position.

Very truly yours,

John Rogard Tabori, Mayor

John Rogard Tabori


Mayor
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