
Town of University Park 
Committee on Trees, Parks, and Environment 
Minutes from the 7 December 2016 Meeting 

Town Hall, 6724 Baltimore Avenue 
 

Convened: 7:05  PM 
 

Members attending:  Chris Aubry (Chair), Beth Alvarez, Roy Alvarez, Eddie Crocker, Eric 
Erickson, Alice Leaderman, Karen Sondak, Tiegh Thompson, Jo Williams, Tim Young   
Regrets: Joanne Fletcher 
 
Guests: Mr. Michael Ellis, PG Parks 
  Ms. Nele Lauwers, recently arrived UP resident 
  
The following topics were discussed: 
 

1. Mr. Michael Ellis of PG Parks described the process for selection/designation to PG 
County’s list of PG Champion Trees.  Mr. Ellis provided historical context for 
Champion Tree programs, nationally and locally.  He indicated that University Park 
has several potential PG Champions and elaborated on the specifics of the process to 
nominate for designation.  The committee encouraged him to proceed, offering to 
provide assistance and requesting we be kept informed.  Potential champions 
include the Deakins Hall Horse Chestnut, a Deodar Cedar on Beechwood.  The 
Willow Oak at 44th and E-W was deemed not to be a champion. 

This news will be disseminated to citizens through the usual media. 

2. Mr. Thompson presented various options on how we might best protect our native 
plantings near the stream in the town park.  Ms. Lauers suggested some variant of 
snow drift fencing.  The consensus favored this solution.  A volunteer will be 
appointed to facilitate this. 

3. Recent activities (Reports) 

a. Ivy League, 11/12. The final session for 2016 was attended by 5 committee 
members and one volunteer.  Ivy League activities will recommence on 
February 11, 2017, weather permitting. 

b. The Willow Oak at 44th and E-W will be January’s Notable Tree. Committee 
discussed if the tree is on public or private land.  This discussion was not 
conclusive. 

c. PEPCO  site markings – on Saturday, 11/13, Mr. Aubry marked specific 
planting locations for 21 PEPCO replacement trees in Wards 3,6, and 7. 

4. New Business: Ms. Lauwers indicated she will be residing in UP until autumn of 
2017 and would like to be involved with the committee. Mr. Aubry advised her to 
contact Mayor Carey in writing to request an appointment.  

Adjourned: 8:35  PM 


