
Town of University Park 

Council Committee on Public Facilities and Services  

 

Meeting Notes 
 

March 14, 2016 

7:00 PM  

Conference Room 

University Park Town Hall 

6724 Baltimore Avenue 

Present 
Committee Members:  Joe Thompson, Council Member, Ward 1; Bradlee Hess, Council 

Member, Ward 3; David Caskey, Council Member, Ward 5;  Michael Cron, Council 

Member, Ward 6; James Gekas, Council Member, Ward 2 and Committee Chair.   

 

Also Present:  Roy Alvarez, Council Member, Ward 7, Michael Wynnyk, Chief of the 

University Park Police; John Brunner, Resident and former Mayor of University Park; 

Kenneth Roesel, Resident of University Park.  

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM. 

 

 

1. Discussion on bicycling connectivity within and around University 

Park.   

 
The Committee agreed on a 2016 Plan that embraces a forward-thinking and cost-

effective approach to a bicycle roadmap within the Town that would connect to bicycle 

networks around the immediate vicinity.   The Committee recognized the positive 

benefits of bicycling that include low-speed and low-volume streets with comfortable 

crossings, paved trails, and protected bike lanes, i.e., a low-stress bicycle environment.   

 

Chief Wynnyk provided the Committee a blueprint of the physical barriers to bicycling in 

the surrounding area which include short sections of bike lanes missing on major 

streets, segments of trail yet to be built, or difficult intersections along corridors that 

connect important destinations. These physical barriers, no matter how small, impact 

people’s decisions about whether to make bicycling a part of their transportation 

routine.  Chief Wynnyk stated that he is working with other officials from surrounding 

communities on connecting bicycle trails in the area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Working from Chief Wynnyk’s draft, the Committee focused on two bicycle routes 

through Town, one mainly following Queens Chapel Road (a current bicycle route) and 

one mainly following Wells Parkway and Van Buren Street.  The highlighted streets in 

University Park (map below) designate the bike routes the Committee recommends 

connecting to bicycle routes outside of the Town:   

 
 

 

The proposed designated Town vehicular roads would be shared by bike traffic with 

simple bicycle stencil painted road markings and/or signage on (1) Queens Chapel Road 

from Baltimore Avenue to Adelphi/East-West Highway, and (2) on Van Buren Street 

from Baltimore Avenue (providing access to Cafritz/trolley trail/College Park 

Metro/Riverdale Amtrak) through Town to Van Buren & Wells, continuing north on 

Wells Parkway to Adelphi Road.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The shared lane stencil bike markings are referred to as Sharrows by the Maryland State 

Highway Administration, and looks like this:  

 
 

 

No part of the Town’s roads would be exclusively dedicated as a bike route.   

 

The Committee recommends that a bike station be located at the current bike rack on 

Queens Chapel Road near the tennis court which currently has electrical service in the 

immediate vicinity.  This would accommodate bike-sharing companies such as Zagster to 

provide accessible bikes to the public.  The Committee discussed, but did not 

recommend, a bike station powered by solar panels located at Van Buren Street and 

Wells Parkway.   

 

The three main highways that surround the Town are shared bike/vehicle routes and are 

obviously not “bike friendly.”  Hence, as the Committee recognized, the 2016 Plan is to 

engage other public entities, namely, Maryland Capital Park and Planning Commission, 

the State Highway Administration (SHA), the University of Maryland, Prince George’s 

County, and our neighboring municipalities, with the important goal of building and 

maintaining bicycle facilities that form a continuous and dense low-stress bicycle 

network with seamless connections to public transit, bike share, schools, 

neighborhoods, community destinations, and the regional bicycle network.  Prince 

George’s Council Member Dannielle Glaros, Vice-Chairman, is expected to convene a 

public discussion in the near future on this important matter.    

 

The Committee recommends to the Council the following suggestions on the three 

major highways that surround University Park:   

 

Adelphi Road along the western Town border is a Prince George’s County bike/vehicle 

shared road.  Improvements should be made to have a dedicated bicycle lane painted 

into the road to provide a low-stress option along this route for access to the High 

School/ Primary School/ Universities/ Library/ and also to slow traffic for the residents 

that live along Adelphi Road.  With the pace of planned development in the area (e.g., 

the Prince George’s Plaza Transit Development Plan (TDDP)), it would be prudent to 

establish Adelphi Road as a pedestrian, bicycle, low volume roadway as opposed to the 

trend of widening roads for increasing volume which continues to occur along East-West 

Highway.   

 

Baltimore Avenue (Route 1), a Maryland State Highway along the eastern Town border, 

is a shared bike/vehicle route.  SHA is making improvements for bicycle lanes in College 

Park and should be directed to extend those improvements to the DC line. 



 

East-West Highway along the Town’s southern border is also a Maryland State Highway.  

Each improvement over the past 20 years has widened roads to accommodate more 

volume and not included improvements to encourage alternative means of 

transportation.  This section of roadway should have a dedicated bicycle lane in the far 

right lane which would provide a safety barrier for the 36 plus homes that border the 

town along that section of road.   

 

2. The purchase and installation of Historic District signs in Wards 6 and 

7 at the Adelphi entrances at Beechwood, Van Buren, Calverton, and 

Wells; in Ward 3 at the Baltimore Avenue entrance at  Underwood; 

and replacement of two of the original signs at Beechwood @ 

Baltimore Avenue and 43rd @ East-West Highway which have been 

stolen/destroyed.   

 
John Brunner reported that most of the town was recognized in 1996 as a national 

register historic district.  Welcome signs were placed at entrances to wards 1, 2, 3, 4, 

and 5.  Signs, however, were never installed in ward 6 and ward 7 since those wards 

were not recognized until 2006.  He distributed a brochure which lists the historic 

properties and districts in Prince George’s County, and explains the history, 

significance and benefits when properties are listed on the National Register.  (A 

copy of the brochure is attached to the minutes.)  

 

Mayor Carey stated that the purchase and installation of each sign would be about 

$1,000 each.  The Committee decided to recommend to the Town Council the 

installation of all seven signs at the entrances, as noted above, and to appear exactly 

as the other historic town signs for uniformity: 

 
 

The Committee agreed that manufacturing the seven signs and bringing in 

construction equipment for their installation all at once would be more cost 

effective then doing the job over a few years.   The Committee thus unanimously 

decided to recommend to the Council the purchase and installation of all seven signs 

at the same.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m.  





 
 


