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        MEETING OF 

          UNIVERSITY PARK MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL 

RIVERDALE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

6513 QUEENS CHAPEL ROAD 

        

7:30 PM 

   August 11, 2014 

   MINUTES 
 

 

AN EXECUTIVE SESSION WAS CALLED AT 6:30PM TO CONSIDER THE 

ACQUISITION OF REAL PROPERTY FOR A PUBLIC PURPOSE AND MATTERS 

DIRECTLY RELATED THERETO.  

 

1. CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Carey at 7:30 p.m. 

 

 Present: Mr. Thompson, Mr. Gekas, Mr. Hess, Ms. Sorensen, Mr. Cron, Mr. Alvarez 

 Absent:  

 Excused:   

     

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Mr. Alvarez 

 

 

 

3. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
 

Moved by:  Mr. Cron   Seconded by:  Mr. Hess 

Yea:  6    Nay:  0  Abstain:  0  

 

4. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

Paula Zabela - 6307 Queens Chapel Road 

 She is concerned about the large amount of dry brush that is accumulating in the back yard 

of the house directly behind hers.  She is afraid of rats, bugs and the possibility of the brush 

catching on fire. 

 

Bruce Burroughs - 4400 East West Highway 

 In reference to the purchase of the Riverdale Presbyterian Church, Mr. Burroughs had 

requested in the past that all the possible costs involved with the church be revealed and to 

consider reassessment of Town Hall.  He does not understand why no one has considered 

this request.  He stated that it would be best to agree on why this is not being considered.  

 He recommended that the Mayor inform residents to verify that the correct town is 

addressed on their important mail such as their homeowner’s insurance policy.  He 

personally experienced that his insurance policy had him listed as a Hyattsville resident 

rather than a University Park resident.  

 Thanked the Public Works Director for the new curb on the bridge at 44th Avenue.  

 

Susan Minor - 6507 Queens Chapel Road 
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 She is concerned about the exceedingly overgrown property next door to her.  She has 

cleared the growth that has come over to her property and has gotten poison ivy twice, had 

ticks that can cause lime disease and has seen foxes run through the property.  Some of the 

trees on the property have ivy growing on them and that is a concern since this could kill the 

trees and fall over on her property.  

 

5. PRESENTATION  

 

A. Presentation by Paula Martino, Code Enforcement Officer Re: Rental Properties and  

Exterior Maintenance Issues 

 

Ms. Martino has been on contract with University Park since 1993 to handle the administration and 

enforcement of the rental housing code as well as handling owner occupied property maintenance 

issues.   

 

Ms. Martino explained that she is currently renewing licenses in town for rental properties that 

expire annually.  There are a total of 84 properties that are listed as rentals.  A report was distributed 

which gave a breakdown of the rental homes:  student rentals, renewed licenses and past due 

licenses. 

 

She said that she responds on a complaint only basis.  This requires a resident to submit a complaint 

through e-mail, which can be found on the town web-site (pmartino@upmd.org).  She will then 

verify the complaint and send a letter to the owner of the property. 

 

Public Questions 

 

 What types of problems do people need to look for that is enforced? 

  

 Tall grass (over 1 ft), landscaping growing on the house or over the sidewalk, peeling paint, 

 broken windows.  The code of ordinances (13-101, Owner Occupied Property Maintenance) 

 can be found on the town web site.  The code applies only to exterior conditions. 

 

 What can be done about the noisy student rentals? 

 

 This is a law enforcement issue. A resident has to be willing to file an affidavit and appear 

in court to be able to bring a  noise case on the civil side against somebody who lives in University 

Park. 

  

 A complaint can be made to the University of Maryland (Code of Conduct  Off Campus). 

 

 What is the rental license fee? 

 

 $400.00 a year. 

 

 How often is the Code Enforcement Officer in town? 

 

 Approximately two days a week during the summer months. 

mailto:pmartino@upmd.org
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 What can be done to the severely overgrown property that is neither a rental nor owner 

occupied? 

 

 A wooded lot is not required to be cleared.  The sidewalk must be cleared, trees should 

 not be threatened and poison ivy must be removed. 

 

 How do you draw a line between a property that needs maintenance and what could be 

considered a naturally maintained native plant garden? 

 

 That is very difficult.  The property must be clear and safe to access the home. 

 

 Care and maintenance of compost piles, how big do they have to get until it becomes a 

nuisance? 

 

 There are no regulations about compost piles.  This may apply to trash.    

 

6. PERMITS 

 

A. REQUEST FOR A SPECIAL EXCEPTION TO INSTALL NON-CONFORMING 6’ 

FENCE  

(Prince George’s County Board of Education, 4315 Underwood Street) Ward 4  
 

Motion:  To consider the request for a Building Permit with Special Exception due to 

safety considerations for the installation of a non-conforming vinyl-coated 6’ fence located 

on Lot: 1-16: 31-40, Block: 22 at 4315 Underwood Street. Findings that Section 4-115 

have been met to approve this Special Exception per Section 4-115 Sub-sections A-E of the 

Town Code. Approval subject to the following conditions: (1) the Town will contribute 

$1500 towards completion of this fence; (2) the fence to be removed entirely when the 

temporary structures are removed; (3) it is permissible for the galvanized steel posts to 

remain and to be used for the vinyl-coated steel fence. To secure these conditions an MOU 

would be established between the Town and Prince Georges County Public Schools. 

 
 
Section 4-115. Special Exceptions. 

The Common Council may consider an application for a special exception based upon a particular case or 

situation, and may approve the application provided that there is a showing of hardship, unique topography, 

unusual circumstances or safety considerations that warrant an exception. Special exceptions shall be granted by 

the Council only if it finds that such exception: 

(a) will not adversely affect the public health, safety, welfare or interest, nor the 

reasonable use of adjoining properties; 

(b) will not violate any covenants applicable to the property; 

(c) can be granted without substantial impairment of the purpose and intent of the 

Town building regulations;  

(d)      will not interfere with or obstruct the visibility of motorists or cyclists; and 

(e)      will not unduly impede the enforcement of any other applicable law.  (Revised, 

effective December 12, 1989, February 28, 1998) 
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Moved by:  Mr. Alvarez Seconded by:  Mr. Hess 

 

  Roll Call Vote: Thompson Yea 

     Gekas  Yea 

     Hess  Yea 

     Sorensen Yea 

     Cron  Nay 

     Alvarez Yea 

      

 Yea: 5     Nay:  1  Abstain:  0  

 

 

7. CONTINUING BUSINESS 
 

A. LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION 14-O-07 ADOPTING THE PERSONNEL MANUAL 

(2nd Reading)  

 

Motion:  To adopt Legislative Resolution 14-O-08, approving the University Park Personnel 

Manual and to delete Section 2-111, “Employee probationary period”, Section 2-112, 

“Injury While Working”, and Section 2-113, “Employee Drug and Alcohol Testing”, and 

that no short pants are allowed except when required by uniform, as these provisions will 

now be included in the Personnel Manual. 
 

Moved by:  Mr. Hess   Seconded by:  Mr. Thompson 

 Yea:  6     Nay:  0  Abstain:  0 

 

B. POLICE GENERAL ORDERS MANUAL (GOM) 
  
The Mayor and Council will discuss the Police General Orders Manual (GOM).  

Pursuant to Section 2-205 of the Town Code, any amendments of the General Operating 

Rules and Regulations instituted by the Chief of Police pursuant to Section 2-207 of the 

Code  shall be forwarded by the Chief to the Council for approval. If the Council does not 

take action within 30 days of receipt, the amendment is deemed approved. The Council may 

amend the General Operating Rules and Regulations by resolution.  
 

Motion:  To accept the Police General Orders Manual (GOM) and refer it immediately to 

the Council Committee on Police, Traffic, and Public Safety for review and 

recommendation to the Council by September 8, 2014. 

 

Moved by:  Mr. Hess   Seconded by:  Mr. Gekas 

 Yea:  6     Nay:  0  Abstain:  0 

 

8. NEW BUSINESS 

A. LETTER OF REQUEST TO THE CAFRITZ DEVELOPERS 
 

Motion:  To request that the Mayor write a letter to reiterate that the Calvert Tract LLC 

notify the Town in writing prior to any request to the Planning Board staff of any changes to 

SA-130001-01 and DSP-13009-03. 
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Moved by:  Mr. Alvarez Seconded by:  Mr. Hess 

 Yea:  6     Nay:  0  Abstain:  0  

 

9. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: July 21, 2014 as amended. 
 

Moved by:  Mr. Alvarez  Seconded by:  Mr. Gekas  

Yea:  5    Nay:  0  Abstain:  1 (Sorensen) 

 

10. DEPARTMENT AND COUNCIL REPORTS 
 

A. MAYOR’S REPORT ~ Mayor Len Carey 

- Tuesday, August 12 - Special Election for Ward 4 Council Member will be held from 

8am – 8pm at Riverdale Presbyterian Church.  

- Met with Tracey Nicholson, Hyattsville City Administrator and plans to invite her to a 

Council Meeting to meet with the Council Members. 

- There have been several reports on rodents crossing Rt. 1 from the Cafritz site.  Mayor 

Carey contacted Mark Regulinski who immediately began a program to control rodents 

on the Cafritz site.  A document “How to Poison Rats on Your Property” can be found 

on the town web site.  

- Council members were invited to meet the new Interim Principal on Tuesday, August 

12, 2014 at 4:30 p.m. at UPES. 

- Mayor Carey is soliciting Ethics Commission nominations.  Suggestions should be e-

mailed to the Mayor by mid September and the appointments will be made in October. 

- Currently negotiating with WSSC in regards to their reimbursement to University Park 

for street repaving. 

 

B. COUNCIL REPORTS 

 

Tree Committee Report ~ Mr. Alvarez, Council Liaison 

 

Mr. Chris Aubry, Chair, reported on the public forum regarding a tree ordinance held on 

June 5, 2014 at UPES and approximately 12 residents attended.  The overwhelming 

response to the idea of an ordinance was tepid to hostile.  There were recommendations that 

the Tree Committee should lean more towards an educational direction. 

 

Mr. Roy Alvarez asked the Council to comment on whether or not the Tree Committee 

should continue to pursue the idea of an ordinance.  On the other hand, they could focus 

their attention more on an educational system in discussing and providing people with 

information about why trees are good, what benefits they have and how to take care of them.  

The Council supported an educational approach versus an ordinance. 

 

Mr. Aubry encouraged an inventory of the canopy on public and private property in 

University Park 

 

Development Overview Committee (DOC) Report ~ Mr. Alvarez, Chair 

 

Mr. Alvarez distributed the minutes from the July 15, 2014 DOC meeting. 
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Policy, Rules and Municipal Structure Committee - Ms. Heidi Sorensen 

 

There was a meeting on the Newsletter held on Thursday, August 7 and another meeting is 

scheduled for Wednesday, August 27, 2014.   

 

Storm Water Management - Mr. Jim Gekas 

 

At a recent meeting, the discussion was on the water coming through University Park and 

which direction the Committee should take in relation to Nine Pond.  

 

C. REPORT FROM THE TOWN ATTORNEY ~ Suellen Ferguson 

 

 No report. 

 

D. REPORT FROM THE TOWN CLERK ~ Tracey Toscano 

 

 Election materials and the election judges are ready for the Special Election for 

Ward 4. 

 The Town bus driver was unable to work due to an accident at home.  A part-time 

backup driver was hired. 

 

E. REPORT ON THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS ~ Michael Beall 

 

 Commended Sophie Jin on the great job she is doing on the mosquito program.  

 The 2011 University Park road improvement-resurfacing contract has been 

completed. 

 Verified that the Queens Chapel Road Green Street grant was denied.  Mr. Beall will 

soon meet with the person who wrote the grant and will ask him to give some 

direction on what needs to be done to better compete for such grants in future. 

 

F. REPORT OF THE TOWN TREASURER ~ Dan Baden 

 

 July 2014 report was distributed. 

 

G. REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES ~ Chief Wynnyk 

 

 July 2014 crime report was distributed. 

 Spent a lot of time on Police General Orders Manual with Suellen Ferguson. 

 Met with Chief Mitchell, University of Maryland Police Department, to get an 

update on the Pedestrian Safety Measures along Rt. 1. 

 

11. ADJOURNMENT by consent at 10:15 p.m. 

 

 

 


