
 

Town of University Park 
 

Report of Meeting 

Development Overview Committee  

 

Wednesday, May 20, 2015 

7:30 p.m. 

Conference Room 

University Park Town Hall 

6724 Baltimore Avenue 

 

  
In Attendance:  Corey Tucker, Committee Member; Arlene Christiansen, Committee 

Member; John Tabori, Committee Member; Brad Hess, Council Member, Ward 3 and 

Committee Member; Joe Thompson, Council Member, Ward 1 and Committee Member; 

Len Carey, Mayor and ex officio Committee Member; Suellen Ferguson, Town Attorney; 

Roy Alvarez, Council Member, Ward 7 and Committee Chair 

 

Absent:  Colin Phillips, Committee Member (excused); Sarah Starrett, Committee 

Member (excused) 

 

1. Discussion of Prince George’s County Zoning Rewrite 

 Mr. Alvarez distributed an e-mail to the Committee members about the Zoning 

Rewrite.  The email solicited comments about the rewrite.  

 Mr. Tabori noted that the most important thing for the Town to do is focus on 

protecting the Town’s access to the planning board.  The critical issue is to insure 

that municipalities and the general public have reasonable access to the process 

throughout. 

 As a municipality, how does the Town get notified and when does the Town get 

notified about area development?  How does the Town ensure that its concerns 

are heard by the planning board?  Although the Town does not have commercial 

properties, there is a lot of commercial development around University Park. This 

Committee needs to be able to assist the Mayor and Town Council in 

recommending ways to protect the Town from adverse consequences of area 

development and allow Town Residents to be involved in the development 

process. 

 It is uncertain how much influence the Town will have in the zoning rewrite.   

 It is possible that the zoning rewrite will create a forum for citizens to be express 

their concerns. 

 The zoning code is very difficult to read.  It appears that the zoning rewrite may 

make it necessary for municipalities and individuals to hire a zoning lawyer to 

challenge any decisions. 
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The Committee needs to determine how far along the zoning rewrite is and when the 

Town should be expressing its concerns.  Currently it appears that the best time to 

express concerns is after the rewrite is written and released for comment.  General 

concerns can be expressed informally before the completion of the document.  

Ms. Ferguson volunteered investigate the rewrite schedule and determine when input 

from the Town would be most appropriate. 

 

The Committee agreed that members should read what is currently available about the 

Zoning Rewrite and be prepared to discuss general items of concern at the next DOC 

meeting scheduled for June 17, 2015.  Mr. Tabori suggested that reading the Prince 

George’s County 2035 Plan would also be helpful.   

 

2. Discussion of Prince George’s Plaza TDDP/TDOZ 

 Mr. Tabori reported that it appears developers are not pleased with the plan, 

especially the strange distribution of building height limits. 

 In addition, there is concern that the street grid beyond East West Highway is not 

well defined. 

 There are indications that 9 Pond is again being discussed by the planners. It 

appears that there may be a hydraulic study planned for the area.  

 The complete report is expected to be published on June 11, 2015. 

 

3. Discussion of Kiplinger Project Staff Report and Oral Arguments 

 Mr. Alvarez distributed a copy of the recommendation section of the Planning 

Staff Report. 

 During oral arguments, it was noted that Dannielle Glaros cited the letter from 

University Park with reference to the bicycle lanes and storage areas for bicycles.  

It was noted that the project attorney, William Shipp, publicly stated that bike 

lanes would be marked and bike storage provided. 

 Committee members were alarmed that the Town was not informed of the Oral 

Arguments by the planning board.  Mayor Carey discussed the situation with 

Whitney Chellis, Planning Supervisor.  Ms. Chellis stated that planning staff 

would provide all parties of record and all municipalities within a one mile range 

of a project with a written and/or e-mail notification of any hearings scheduled. 

 

4. Old Business 

 

 7-Eleven 

 Mr. Thompson reported that the neither the timing of the new application 

nor the content of the request was not known at this time.  The Town can 

coordinate with Riverdale Park and respond after this information is 

available. 
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Cafritz Project  

 Mr. Alvarez, Mr. Tabori, Mayor Carey and Council Member Linda Verrill 

attended the celebration of Whole Foods coming to Prince Georges 

County at an event held on May 14, 2015, at Riverdale Park Station. 

 The bridge crossing is expected to be under construction in approximately 

three months. 

 The permit for the second commercial building in Riverdale Park Station 

was just received. 

 Approval for the signal on Rt. 1 was granted. 

 

 Other 

 Mr. Alvarez shared an e-mail report from Mr. Phillips on the recent forum 

of the City-University Partnership.  He noted that Eric Olsen presented 

data indicating traffic on Route #1 has diminished during the day.  This 

drop in traffic volume coincides with the increase of student housing and 

increased ridership on the UMD shuttle. Mr. Phillips also reported that the 

University of Maryland and College Park are working together to market 

the area to prospective residents.  He also stated that there are differing 

descriptions of the new Innovation District.  

 

5. New Business 

 None.   

. 

Meeting Adjourned:  9:10 p.m. 

 

The next meeting is scheduled for June 17, 2015 at 7:30 p.m. in Town Hall 

 


