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        MEETING OF 

          UNIVERSITY PARK MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL 

 

UNIVERSITY PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

4315 UNDERWOOD STREET 

        

7:30 PM 

   December 1, 2014 

   MINUTES 
 

        

1. CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Carey at 7:35 p.m. 

     

 Present:  Mr. Thompson, Mr. Gekas, Mr. Hess, Ms. Verrill, Ms. Sorensen, Mr. Cron, 

 Mr. Alvarez        

 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Mr. Hess 

 

3. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
 

Moved by:  Mr. Cron   Seconded by:  Mr. Alvarez  

Yea:  7    Nay:  0  Abstain:  0  

 

4. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

 The current newsletter editors do a superb job and there is no need to change 

something that is not broken.  

 In reference to the Town Newsletter, there is concern that the Council is willing to 

allow the Mayor to assume more duties and power. 

 Evaluation reports done by the Town should be shared with the potential buyers of 

the Riverdale Presbyterian Church (RPC).  

 

5. PERMITS 
 

A. PERMIT REQUEST TO INSTALL A DECK WITH STEPS  

(Arthur Kendall and Patricia Bulman, 6703 Forest Hill Drive) Ward 6 
 

Motion:  To approve the request for a Building Permit to install a 12’ x 16’ x 6’6” deck       

 with steps located at Lot 2, Block 5, Section 7 at 6703 Forest Hill Drive. 
 

Moved by:  Mr. Cron Seconded by:  Mr. Hess   

 Yea:  7     Nay:  0  Abstain:  0  

 

B. PERMIT REQUEST TO BUILD A SECOND STORY ADDITION  

(Nadia and Jason Monroe, 4103 Woodberry Street) Ward 7 
 

Motion:  To approve the request for a Building Permit to construct a 16.8’ x 8.9’ x 24’ 

 second story addition located at Lot 9, Block 31 at 4103 Woodberry Street. 
 

Moved by:  Mr. Alvarez Seconded by:  Mr. Thompson 

 Yea:  7     Nay:  0  Abstain:  0  
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6. NEW BUSINESS 

 
A. ETHICS COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS  

 

Motion:  To consent to the following appointments to the University Park Ethics 

 Commission per Chapter 12, Section 3 of the Town Code:  

      Ms. Constance L. Belfiore, three (3) year term (Chair),  

      Mr. Arthur Leaderman, two (2) year term 

         Mr. John P. Shoaff, two (2) year term 
 

Moved by:  Mr. Alvarez Seconded by:  Mr. Thompson 

 Yea:  7     Nay:  0  Abstain:    

 

B. STREAM COMMITTEE 
 

Motion:  To approve the following additional appointments to the Stream Committee; 

 Mr. Tom Stickles, Mr. Bruce Beveridge, Ms. Carson Lee, and Mr. William 

 (Will) Hockberger.  
   

Moved by:  Mr. Gekas   Seconded by:  Mr. Hess  

 Yea:  7      Nay:  0  Abstain:  0  

 

C. TRAIL AND BRIDGE DEDICATION AND PLAQUE PLACEMENT 
 

Motion:  To approve the wording as proposed by the Council Committee on Public 

 Facilities and Services and the placement of two plaques commemorating 

 Frances (Mickey) Lucas and Zoe Falkenberg.  
 

Moved by:  Mr. Gekas   Seconded by:  Mr. Cron      

   Yea:  7       Nay:  0  Abstain:  0 

 

D. 2015 UNIVERSITY PARK PROPOSED COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE 
 

Motion:  To approve the proposed 2015 University Park Council Meeting Schedule as 

amended.  
 

Moved by: Mr. Cron   Seconded by:  Mr. Thompson 

 Yea:  7      Nay:  0    Abstain:  0   

 

E. DEVELOPMENT OVERVIEW COMMITTEE (DOC) RECOMMENDATION 

 

Motion: To adopt the recommendation from the Development Overview Committee and 

create a Stream Committee liaison position on the Development Overview 

Committee for the purpose of assisting with the evaluation of stormwater 

concerns. 
 

Moved by:  Mr. Alvarez  Seconded by:  Mr. Thompson  

   Yea:  7       Nay:  0  Abstain: 0 
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F. DEVELOPMENT OVERVIEW COMMITTEE (DOC) RECOMMENDATION ON 

THE HOTEL AT UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND  

 

Motion: To authorize the Mayor and Town Attorney to write a letter to the Prince 

George’s County Planning Board in relation to the Preliminary Plan of Subdivision 4-

14009 relating to the Hotel at the University of Maryland supporting the City of College 

Park’s position efforts to improve pedestrian and bicycle access to and through the area of 

the Hotel. Specifically, to support the City’s position with respect to the Preliminary Plan 

of Subdivision as follows: 

 

The preliminary plan shall be revised to: 

a.  Reflect Route 1 dedication to SHA, if required, and total parcel area. 

b.  Include the sidewalks on Parcel 1 as part of the public access easement, if required 

by the Maryland-National Capital Parks and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC). 

c.  Provide a temporary pedestrian access easement from Paint Branch Parkway to 

Hotel Drive South to accommodate a 10-foot wide striped pedestrian/bicycle path, if 

approved by the University of Maryland.  
 

In addition, to express the Town’s concern for the effects of additional traffic on US Route 1 and 

to support the City’s position that the applicant shall demonstrate approval by Prince George’s 

County Department of Public Works and Transportation of a full-movement traffic signal at 

Paint Branch Parkway and Greenhouse Road or other improvements at this intersection that 

show transportation adequacy. 
 

Finally, the letter should express the interest of the Town in a regional coordination of 

transportation development programs.   The letter should also express the Towns encouragement 

of pedestrian and bicycle connectivity to the Metro and to the future Purple Line stations 
 

Moved by:  Mr. Hess   Seconded by:  Mr. Thompson 

   Yea:  7       Nay:  0  Abstain:  0 

 

G. LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION 14-O-12 TO AMEND CHAPTER 9 “TRAFFIC 

AND VEHICLES” 
 

Motion:  To introduce Resolution 14-O-12 as attached and authorize the Mayor to sign 

 this legislation on behalf of the Town. 
 

Moved by:  Mr. Alvarez  Seconded by:  

 Yea:       Nay:     Abstain:   

    

    Motion fails for lack of a second. 

 

7. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: November 3, 2014  

(Council tabled this set of minutes on November 17, 2014) 
 

Moved by:    Seconded by:  

   Yea:       Nay:   Abstain: 

 

Note:  Mayor Carey stated that—reflecting Council sentiment-- the approval of minutes for 

November 3, 2014 will remain on the table until the next meeting and that the public comments 
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be excised entirely when the minutes are brought forward for approval on December 15.  There 

will be a discussion at a later time to consider the possibility of public comments without 

attribution. 

 

It was requested to see a written proposal to fix the minutes in a way that reflects the actions the 

Council took at the November 3, 2014 Council meeting and subsequently clarifying the vote.  

The Town Attorney was directed to provide a written recommendation at the next Council 

meeting. 

 

8. APPROVAL OF EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES: November 17, 2014 
 

Moved by:  Mr. Alvarez  Seconded by:  Mr. Gekas  

   Yea: 6       Nay:  0  Abstain:  1 (Cron) 

 

9. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: November 17, 2014 
 

Moved by:  Mr. Alvarez  Seconded by:  Mr. Gekas  

   Yea:  6       Nay:  0  Abstain:  1 (Cron) 

 

 

10. DEPARTMENT AND COUNCIL REPORTS 
 

A. MAYOR’S REPORT ~ Mayor Len Carey 

 The engineer is still looking at the information given on the Riverdale Park Station storm 

water drainage.  There is no update at this time.  A discussion continued regarding 

different issues that may come up when the report is completed by the engineer.  

 The Route 1 University Communities Meeting in College Park City Hall is scheduled for 

December 3, 2014.  Those interested in attending should contact the Mayor. 

 December 7, 2014:  4:00 p.m. Community Pot Luck Dinner at the Riverdale Presbyterian 

Church; 6:45 p.m. Holiday Tree Lighting at Henson Green  

 The Anacostia Watershed Society will present two projects at the December 15 Council 

meeting. 

 

B. COUNCIL REPORTS 

 

Mr. Gekas gave a brief description of the projects that the Anacostia Watershed Society will 

present to the Council on December 15 and expressed his support. 

 

 

11. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

 Gave a detailed presentation of views of the town newsletter.  Urge the Council to keep 

the hometown feel of the newsletter. 

 Concerned that the engineer is not talking to residents whose homes have been flooded.  

Encourages the engineer to talk to the representatives with the Anacostia Watershed 

Society so that the two can work together on the water problems. 

 Student rental homes are using more than their share of parking spaces.  The newsletter is 

a good publication. Has an engineer ever done any drilling at the end of Tennyson since 

that area was a pond at one time?  A house on Pineway has been up for sale for several 
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years and is being used as a rental/bed and breakfast - would like to know what can 

legally be done to stop this. (Mayor Carey responded that the issue of short-term rentals 

is currently being discussed).  

 Consider adding the content of any public debate in the minutes if not the actual names of 

the people who comment. 

 Would like to see the comments included in the minutes. 

 

 

12. COUNCIL WORK SESSION 

 

The Council will convene into Work Session about 8:30 p.m. to discuss the report of the 

Council Committee on Policy, Rules, and Municipal Structure re: the University Park 

Town Newsletter.  Council Work Sessions are open and the public is welcome to listen 

and observe. The Committee report is available on the Town Website at 

http://www.upmd.org/docs/11-749-1412283547.pdf.  

 

Motion:  To recess the Legislative Session and convene a Council Work Session to discuss 

 the report of the Council Committee on Policy, Rules and Municipal Structure in 

 regard to the University Park Town Newsletter.  

 

Moved by:  Ms. Sorensen  Seconded by:  Mr. Cron  

   Yea:  7       Nay:  0    Abstain:  0   

 

Questions/Issues 

 

9. Is there a newsletter review board? 

   a.   Does such a board work only to resolve conflicts over guidance where they  

  arise? 

 b. Does such a board review every issue of the newsletter prior to publication? 

 c. Are there members of such a board who are not elected officials? 

 

Newsletter Committee’s recommendation:  To have a newsletter review board 

with three members.  The Committee had initially suggested a town resident but in 

subsequent discussions has suggested that there be a third member and that 

doesn't necessarily have to be a town resident.  The third member had been 

suggested by the Committee that they not be an employee of the town or a town 

elected official, however, that would be to change if another recommendation was 

adopted such as the recommendation that a council member be the third member 

of that review board, with the Mayor and a member of the town council as the first 

two members.  The newsletter review board would have two different functions as 

reported out by the Committee.  Two Committee members supported a monthly 

function of reviewing the newsletter for a 48 hour period prior to its finalization 

and two Committee members supported having the newsletter review board 

function only upon request of the Mayor or the editor for review during that same 

two working day period upon request of one of those two.  

 

 The Council should be the review board, does not see a need for a specific 

board to review the newsletter. 

http://www.upmd.org/docs/11-749-1412283547.pdf
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 Preference would be to have the third member of the board be a Council 

member rather than someone from the general public. 

 Sending a pdf via e-mail to a review board for every issue is not more work 

and it would be easier for the editors to do it every issue. 

 Concern is that the editor, as an independent contractor, does not have the 

same transparency with respect to the personal interest that might exist for 

an appointed official, if having to resolve an issue. 

 Who does the final decision default to if the review board cannot agree on 

an issue? 

 Suggestions for a tie-breaker function when the review board cannot agree:  

Mayor decides yet still remains on the board; Council as a whole; or having 

the independent contractor file conflict of interest statements. 

 

Mayor Carey ended the work session by suggesting that the town attorney parse the Resolution, 

Ordinance and Scope of Work for the newsletter editor.  The drafts will come back to the 

Council in a legislative session and the Council will debate and act on them. 

 

 

13.  ADJOURNMENT by consent at 10:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted by: _____________________________ 

        Lenford C. Carey, Mayor 

 


