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        MEETING OF 

          UNIVERSITY PARK MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL 

       UNIVERSITY PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

4315 UNDERWOOD STREET 

       7:30 PM 
 

     December 16, 2013 

     REGULAR SESSION 

      MINUTES 

 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Tabori at 7:30 p.m. 

     

 Present: Mr. Brosch, Mr. Gekas, Ms. Christiansen, Mr. Carey, Mr. Cron,  

   Mr. Alvarez 

 Absent:  None 

 Excused: Ms. Sorensen 

 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Mr. Cron. 

 

3. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
 

Moved by:  Mr. Cron   Seconded by:  Mr. Gekas  

Yea:  6    Nay:  0  Abstain:  0  
 

4. APPROVAL OF EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES:    October 21, 2013 as amended 
 

Moved by:  Mr. Cron   Seconded by:  Mr. Alvarez  

Yea: 6     Nay:  0  Abstain:  0 

 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:    October 28, 2013 as amended 
 

Moved by:  Mr. Carey  Seconded by:  Mr. Cron 

Yea:  6      Nay:  0  Abstain:  0 

 

 Motion:  To remove the comment under, #8-L Ordinance 13-0-10 to Amend FY-2014  

      Budget (2nd Reading) 

 

Moved by:  Mr. Alvarez  Seconded by:  Mr. Brosch 

Yea:  5      Nay:  1 (Mr. Carey) Abstain:  0 

 

6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:    December 2, 2013 
 

Moved by:  Mr. Gekas  Seconded by:  Ms. Christiansen  

Yea:  6    Nay:  0  Abstain:  0 

 

7. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

 Linda Verrill of 4202 Van Buren Street and a small group of residents are collecting funds 

for Typhoon Haiyan.  Donations will be made to Doctors Without Borders, Shelter Box 

and UNICEF USA.  The group hopes to reach their $5,000.00 goal by the end of the 
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campaign which is December 31, 2013, yet donations are welcome after the deadline. 

 Ms. Christiansen shared a public comment that was passed along to her from a resident in 

Ward 1.  Ms. Follin asked the Council to consider Mayor Tabori joining the campaign on 

Mayors Against Illegal Guns.  It was agreed to add a motion at New Business. 

 

8. PRESENTATIONS 
 

Mr. Micah Liepold, Alpha Engineering Associates, Inc. gave a brief presentation on the 

contract services Alpha provides to the Town.  After a discussion it was agreed that Alpha 

would establish a protocol in Town Hall so whereby the disruptions are minimal and the 

Council can communicate without external variables.  Mr. Liepold stated that the Council 

would be provided with a UPMD e-mail address which would require logging directly onto 

the Town server and this direction would eliminate using personal e-mail addresses.  The 

town attorney strongly encouraged that the Council use only the UPMD e-mail address for all 

Town related business.  Mr. Liepold will investigate the size limitation for sending e-mails. 

 

9. DEPARTMENT AND COUNCIL REPORTS 
 

A. MAYOR’S REPORT ~ Mayor John Rogard Tabori 

 

 The Council will hold two (2) Special Sessions on the possible acquisition of 

Riverdale Presbyterian Church on Tuesday, December 17 at 7:00 p.m. and 

Saturday, January 18 at 1:00 p.m.  Both meetings will be held at Riverdale 

Presbyterian Church in Custis Hall.  

 On January 6, 2014 Chuck Wilson will give a final wrap-up report on STEP-UP.   

Brad Frome, Deputy Chief of Staff, County Executive Rushern Baker and Carlo 

Colella, UMD VP for Administration and Finance will give a brief presentation 

which will cover the agreements around the bridge and any remaining issues with 

the Cafritz property. 

 Chuck Wilson submitted the final report on STEP UP, which can be viewed on the 

Town web-site.  A special committee of the county has requested a copy of the 

report, in hopes of producing a STEP program for the entire county. 

 

10. REPORT FROM THE TOWN ATTORNEY ~ Suellen Ferguson 

 

 On the Special Permit Case, a request was made on the continuance of the hearing date 

which was set for January 6, 2014.  

 

11. REPORT FROM THE TOWN CLERK ~ Tracey Toscano 

 

 Attended a Clerk’s Association Meeting. 

 In search of a back-up Town bus driver to fill in when needed. 

 Requested that any new motions made at Council meetings be forwarded to her in writing. 

 

12. REPORT OF THE TOWN TREASURER ~ Dan Baden 

 November 2013 report was distributed.  

 

13. REPORT ON THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS ~ Michael Beall 

 The road construction is almost complete, and any outstanding issues will be addressed in the 

Spring. 
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 The leaf collection is on its fifth cycle throughout Town and will continue through January 10, 

2014.  A reminder that effective December 31, leaves and yard waste will no longer be accepted 

in plastic bags, due to new county regulations. 

 The interior of Town Hall was recently painted. 

 Mr. Beall asked that the Council look at the two new street signs that have recently been installed 

and to offer any opinions. 

 The Town acquired a used pick up truck from Park and Planning Police Department at no cost. 

 

14. REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES ~ Chief Wynnyk 

 November 2013 crime report was distributed. 

 Received a $5,000 grant for school bus safety enforcement which will be used for 

overtime funding to officers who will monitor children getting on and off the school 

buses. 

 Received two grants ($2,000 and $3,000) from the State Highway Administration for 

Impaired Driving Enforcement and Aggressive Driving Enforcement which will be used 

for overtime funding for the officers targeting this enforcement. 

 Attended the following:  Tree Lighting, Public Safety Committee Meeting, Mothers 

Against Drunk Drivers Maryland Remembers, Holiday Lighting Competition Tour and 

Governor O’Malley’s discussion on Public Safety in Prince George’s County. 

 Target donated $100 gift cards to twenty needy children from University Park Elementary.  

Chief Wynnyk along with other local officers chaperoned these children.  

 

15. COUNCIL REPORTS 

 Mr. Gekas asked the Council to offer suggestions on where to place a simple marker in 

honor of Mickey Lucas since the intended bridge between the school and the soccer field 

was dedicated years ago to Zoe Falkenberg.   After a discussion, it was agreed that the trail 

leading to the bridge be dedicated to Mickey Lucas and that a plaque be placed on the 

bridge which was dedicated to Zoe Falkenberg. 

 Mr. Gekas reported that the electric consumption at Town Hall, the Bladensburg 

Maintenance Facility and the Christmas tree and the flag pole lighting at Henson Green 

are completely offset by the solar array from the elementary school.   

 Mr. Carey asked that the STEP UP report be summarized and inserted into the Newsletter. 

 

16. CONTINUING BUSINESS 

 

A. CONTRACT FOR AN INITIAL SUSTAINABILITY ANALYSIS OF RIVERDALE 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH AND ASSOCIATED PROPERTY. 

This motion is tabled. 

Motion: To approve the contract and award the bid to Sustainable Design Consulting, LLC 

for $5,865 to conduct an initial sustainability analysis of Riverdale Presbyterian 

Church and associated property. 
 

 Moved by:    Seconded by:  
 

 Yea:       Nay:   Abstain: 

 

 

 

17. NEW BUSINESS 
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A. COUNCIL DISCUSSION ON QUEENS CHAPEL ROAD IMPROVEMENTS  

On whether to pursue funding opportunities and grants for environmentally friendly 

designs ~ Mayor Tabori and Michael Beall 
 

Mayor Tabori reported that two financial sources were identified to potentially pay for 

greening Queens Chapel Road which may cost anywhere from $800,000 to $1,000,000.  

The first is a construction grant from the Chesapeake Bay Foundation for up to $250,000 

and the other is from The Department of Environmental Resources who would pay the 

remaining balance.   

 

Mr. Beall said that the engineers estimate for the cost is based on replacing all asphalt 

curbs with concrete, re-milling and repaving the road, some sidewalk replacement along 

the street and landscaping.  Mr. Beall would like to involve the public in the final design.  

He also informed the Council that the grant proposal deadline is February 14, 2014. 

 

Since the Council expressed interest in the plan, Mayor Tabori agreed to have more 

information available at the next Council meeting. 

 

B. DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS SURPLUS VEHICLE 
 

Motion: To declare the 1997 Ford F350 P/U Public Works vehicle as a surplus vehicle and 

authorize the Director of Public Works to auction this truck with VIN# 

1ETJU3GF4VEB70176. 
  

 Moved by:  Mr. Cron   Seconded by:  Ms. Christiansen  

 Yea:  6       Nay:  0  Abstain:  0 

 

C. FINAL HEARING AND VOTE ON WHETHER TO PURSUE THE PURCHASE 

OF RIVERDALE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, OR END NEGOTIATIONS ON 

THIS MATTER (This meeting will be held at UPES) 
 

Motion: To add a Special Session to the meeting schedule to discuss and vote on the 

acquisition of Riverdale Presbyterian Church on Monday, January 27, 2014 at 

7:30PM.   
 

Moved by:  Mr. Alvarez  Seconded by:  Mr. Carey  

 Yea:   6      Nay:  0  Abstain:  0 

 

 Executive Sessions will be required prior to the January 27 meeting. 

 

D. SUSTAINABLE MARYLAND CERTIFIED MUNICIPAL PROGRAM 
 

Motion: To authorize Sarah N. Moseley and Ross J. Salawitch to serve as University Park’s 

agent and point of contact for the Sustainable Maryland Certified Municipal 

Certification process and authorize them to complete the Municipal Registration on 

behalf of our community.  

 

Moved by:  Mr. Gekas   Seconded by:  Mr. Brosch  

 Yea:  6       Nay:  0  Abstain:  0 

 

E. RESOLUTION 2013 R-15 SUPPORTING PARTICIPATION IN THE 

SUSTAINABLE MARYLAND CERTIFIED MUNICIPAL PROGRAM 
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Motion: To adopt Resolution 2013-R-15 supporting participation in the Sustainable Maryland 

Certified Municipal Program. 

 

Moved by:  Mr. Cron   Seconded by:  Mr. Carey  

 Yea:  6       Nay:  0  Abstain:  0 

 

F. SPECIAL HOLIDAY COMPENSATION FOR TOWN EMPLOYEES 

 

Motion:  To approve a special 2013 holiday compensation in the amount of $300.00 net of 

deductions for each current, active employee as of December 1 of that year. 

 

Moved by:  Mr. Alvarez  Seconded by:  Mr. Gekas 

 Yea:  6      Nay:  0  Abstain:  0  

 

G. RESOLUTION 2013-R-14 TO CONTINUE TO PARTICIPATE IN THE PRINCE 

GEORGE’S COUNTY MUNICIPAL COLLABORATION FY 2014 MEA 

EMPOWER LMI COMMUNITIES GRANT APPLICATION , AND DHCD 

SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES-COMMON LEGACY GRANT APPLICATION. 

 

Motion:  To adopt resolution 2013-R-14 to support the Prince George’s County Municipal 

Collaboration FY 2014 MEA EmPower LMI Communities grant application and 

DHCD Sustainable Communities-Common Legacy grant application  

 

Moved by:  Mr.  Cron   Seconded by:  Mr. Carey 

 Yea:  6      Nay:  0  Abstain:  0 

 

H. BIPARTISAN COALITION MAYORS AGAINST ILLEGAL GUNS. 

 

Motion:  To approve the University Park Mayor joining the bipartisan coalition Mayors 

Against Illegal Guns, which was co-founded by former New York City Mayor 

Bloomberg and Boston Mayor Menino in 2006 and now has over 1,000 mayors 

from 46 states. 

 

Moved by:  Ms. Christiansen  Seconded by:  Mr. Carey 

 Yea:  6      Nay:  0  Abstain:  0 

 

18. ADJOURNMENT by consent at 10:00 p.m. 


