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American Hornbean 
Carpinus caroliniana                  
 

 
 

 

HEIGHT:  13’-40’ 

SPREAD:  35’-50’ 

GROWTH RATE:  medium to slow growing  

FALL COLORS:  orange and red 

FLOWERS:  April-May, red or reddish green catkins, about 

one and a half inches long. 

LEAF:  Alternate, 3–12 cm long, with prominent veins giving a 

distinctive corrugated texture, and a serrated margin. 

 

NATIVE:  DC, Delaware, Maryland, New York, Pennsylvania, 

Virginia and West Virginia. 

 

LANDSCAPE VALUE:  Great small to medium landscape tree 

for a home garden. Gives good shade when mature and has 

interesting fruit.  

 Also known as blue beech, musclewood and ironwood, 

common names refer to tree trunk, which is blue gray and 

smooth, with undulations that look like flexing muscles. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=american+hornbeam&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=ktIwYQ0Sx0pp6M&tbnid=uSryML0AvdhKwM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://picsbox.biz/key/hornbeam tree&ei=TIs2UbmxO8nL0AHXvYHIAQ&bvm=bv.43287494,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNH2jxlanZTLi6dGTqo8saEu8FXzfA&ust=1362615380534908
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=american+hornbeam&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=3o_2fcoaG6H4SM&tbnid=Pb90Nsc8WlrV7M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://people.duke.edu/~jspippen/plants/ostrya.htm&ei=jIs2UeL_FdO20AHNwoC4BA&bvm=bv.43287494,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNH2jxlanZTLi6dGTqo8saEu8FXzfA&ust=1362615380534908
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American Wild Plum  
Prunus americana                    
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

HEIGHT:  20’-35’ 

SPREAD:  20’-35’ 

FALL COLORS:  Pale yellow 

FLOWERS:  Month of May, white, flowers appear before 

leaves. 

LEAF: Deciduous, simple alternate leaf with oval shape.  

 

NATIVE: DC, Delaware, Maryland, New York, Pennsylvania, 

Virginia and West Virginia. 

 

LANDSCAPE VALUE: Hundreds of varieties of fruiting 

and ornamental (non-fruiting) varieties so choose wisely for 

your particular landscape use. 
 

Plum trees have a rounded vase shape with a dense canopy. 

Tree produces edible fruit typically used for making pies 

and jellies.  

 
 

http://in.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A2oKiHKxkDdRBCIA2La9HAx.;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http://in.images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=american+wild+plum&ei=utf-8&fr=sfp&ri=48&tab=organic&ri=27&w=320&h=240&imgurl=www.wildflower.org/image_archive/320x240/SAW/SAW_02876.JPG&rurl=http://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=PRAM&size=111.2+KB&name=Prunus+americana+(<b>American+plum</b>)+|+NPIN&p=american+wild+plum&oid=33d76ad107254dea6390285dfc6dcdf1&fr2=&fr=sfp&tt=Prunus+americana+(<b>American+plum</b>)+|+NPIN&b=0&ni=220&no=27&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=11ph3jdvf&sigb=13c9360kc&sigi=11qkru9n7&.crumb=EqwHWhYuziH


3  
 

Chinese fringe tree 
Chionanthus retusus 
 

 
 

 

HEIGHT:  15’-20’ 

SPREAD:  20’-25’ 

GROWTH RATE:  slow 

FALL COLORS:  yellow 

FLOWERS:  May –June, pure white fragrant, that hang down 

in clusters covering the tree. 

LEAF:  Deciduous, leaves are broad, simple ovate to oblong-

elliptic, hairy. 

 

NATIVE:  DC, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia and West 

Virginia. 

 

 LANDSCAPE VALUE: Beautiful flowering tree that is best 

used as an airy shrub.  

Prefers rich, moist, well drained soil slightly acidic. Good as a 

specimen plant. Bark is an attractive gray.  

 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=chinese+fringe+tree&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=kU71EG57X9RU8M&tbnid=aAlXguPoWo2H7M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://whimsyart.tumblr.com/post/494086992&ei=apk2UebtGcnp0gGwvoCoCg&bvm=bv.43287494,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNHbSTxANQFILKgIKWdEtZ0JvrHl7w&ust=1362619005410553
http://arboretum.harvard.edu/wp-content/uploads/Chinese-Fringetree-blossom-close-up-cc.jpg
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Crab Apples Malus sp.                                        

 

 

HEIGHT:  8’-30’ 

SPREAD:  varies, generally 20’-30’ 

FALL COLORS:  variable depending on variety, yellow. 

FLOWERS:  white to pink 

LEAF: The apple tree leaves are deciduous, alternately, 

simple ovals 5-12 cm long and 3 -6 cm wide. The leaf has 

an acute tip, serrated edges and a slightly fuzzy underside. 

Deep green to purple in color 

 

NATIVE: Apples are generally believed to be native to 

Turkey, but there are native varieties throughout Asia and 

Europe. 

 

LANDSCAPE VALUE: Beautiful small landscape tree in the 

urban landscape. Weeping varieties are available. 

Valued for their showy bloom and fruit that can be used in 

cooking. Over 600 are cultivated; choose a disease resistant 

variety as they are susceptible to many problems. 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=crab+apple+tree&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=DRQ2B4RUj5Qx0M&tbnid=ilrDBLNJUYyqmM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://forestertreeservice.com/crabapple-tree/&ei=uZo2UdvrE--P0QHjrIDYDw&bvm=bv.43287494,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNEGJH2-25xkCj7BADoNlkiCa4jYtw&ust=1362619440720863
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=crab+apple+tree&source=images&cd=&docid=dcAIApYZ3Z43RM&tbnid=9MGcJyC-xw6OVM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.csmonitor.com/The-Culture/Gardening/diggin-it/2011/1001/How-to-choose-the-best-crab-apple-tree&ei=-5o2UbntO86v0AHn-oHoDw&bvm=bv.43287494,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNEGJH2-25xkCj7BADoNlkiCa4jYtw&ust=1362619440720863
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Dogwood  
Cornus florida                                       
 

 
 

 

 HEIGHT:  20’-40’ 

 

 SPREAD:  20’-40’ 

FALL COLORS:  Scarlet red 

FLOWERS:  April –May, large star shaped white, can also find 

pink and red. 

LEAF:  Deciduous, oppositely attached, simple oval shaped 

leaves 2-6 inches long and about 2 ½ inches wide.  

 

NATIVE: DC, Delaware, Maryland, New York, Pennsylvania, 

Virginia and West Virginia. 

 

 

LANDSCAPE VALUE: Has been called the most beautiful 

native tree of North America.  Fall migrating birds eat berries. 

Unfortunately an anthracnose fungus has been killing these 

trees. Best in moist, well drained soil. Non native Cornus 

kousa is also widely planted, and along with some of the 

hybrids provides more disease resistance. 
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Eastern redbud,  
Cercis canadensis 

 

  

HEIGHT:  20’-30’ 

SPREAD:  20’-35’ 

FALL COLORS:  Golden yellow 

FLOWERS:  April- May, very showy, pea like, pink to 

lavender, ½ inch long, emerge prior to leaves. 

LEAF:  Deciduous, alternate, simple, cordate, 3 to 5 inches 

long and wide, with an entire margin, thin and papery. 

NATIVE: DC, Delaware, Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia 

and West Virginia. 

LANDSCAPE VALUE: Beautiful tree that can be used as a 

specimen tree or as an understory planting. 

 

This adaptable tree is prized for showy flower buds, flowers, 

vibrant fall color and rounded heart shaped leaves.  

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=eastern+redbud+pictures&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=6Teup2AnTxpprM&tbnid=WU7YpHQIhdBxMM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://beechwoodlandscape.blogspot.com/2012/04/eastern-redbud-deciduous-tree-woody.html&ei=5DGMUbb0Mc_k4AOdqoD4AQ&bvm=bv.46340616,d.dmg&psig=AFQjCNF7Q6iywxkPxSUXVCo4ZwzPBGkSBQ&ust=1368228697308186
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=eastern+redbud+pictures&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=-oV4llejWByMrM&tbnid=P98TIfXJn2tHXM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.bomengids.nl/uk/soortenusa/Eastern_redbud__cercis_canadensis_washington.html&ei=NTKMUbG5JMTi4AOyzoCwBg&bvm=bv.46340616,d.dmg&psig=AFQjCNF7Q6iywxkPxSUXVCo4ZwzPBGkSBQ&ust=1368228697308186
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Fig, edible  
Ficus carica                                                  

 
 

 
  

HEIGHT:  Up to 20’ if in a protected location 

SPREAD:  To 20’ 

FALL COLORS:  Orange, red, to yellow. 

FLOWERS:  Invisible, inside fruit, fig wasp enters fruit to 

pollinate it. All flowers are female so pollination is not 

essential. 

LEAF: Deciduous, large rough textured, bright green, three to 

seven-lobed.  
 

NATIVE:  Presumed to originate from Western Asia and 

spread to the Mediterranean by humans. 

 

LANDSCAPE VALUE: The trees provide a tropical look in the 

northern landscape.  

 

The tree has been cultivated as far back as 5,000 B.C for its 

edible fruit. The roots are hardy to 0 degrees but will benefit 

from a sheltered location. Many cultivars to choose from, with 

the best being: Chicago Hardy, Brown Turkey, Black Mission 

and Celeste. 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=ficus+carica+tree&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=t2Pf7lzKSNJ9lM&tbnid=vvUmgXsD63oJDM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://davesgarden.com/community/forums/fp.php?pid=2074001&ei=tFw3UbzcOebQ2QWCh4CIDg&bvm=bv.43287494,d.eWU&psig=AFQjCNE5iyHbEIrId6Heh3ViXuDbr-_P4Q&ust=1362669073725389
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=clnVRSxi_mV0GM&tbnid=LhCVNrIxxrvOrM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http://www.henriettesherbal.com/pictures/p06/pages/ficus-carica-3.htm&ei=hYc3UfjSDYmz0QGKwoDgAQ&psig=AFQjCNGupnv7gBKpOb2Z8AhBK_xNOKhZhw&ust=1362680069273867
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Fig.jpg
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Hawthorn  Crataegus sp. 

 

    
 

HEIGHT:  20’-35’ 

SPREAD:  20’-35’ 

FALL COLORS:  Orange to red, purple to scarlet. 

FLOWERS:  May- June, white 

LEAF: Deciduous, serrate margins and are somewhat 

variable in shape. 

 

NATIVE:  At least to Delaware, Maryland, and Virginia 

depending on the species.  

LANDSCAPE VALUE: Has small attractive small apple-like 

red fruit. 
 

 

Two recommended species are cockspur hawthorn, 

Crataegus crus-galli and southern thorn or green hawthorn, 

Crataegus viridis. Has cultural significance for many 

ancient cultures. 

.  
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Pawpaw  
Asimina triloba                                      
 

 
 

 
 

HEIGHT:  20’-35’ 

SPREAD:  20’-35’ 

FALL COLORS:  Yellow/copper-red 

FLOWERS:  March to May, dark lavender to maroon, 

upside-down flowers up to 2 inches across. Each flower has 

multiple ovaries and can produce multiple fruit from a 

single flower. The pawpaw is not self-fertile and requires 

cross pollination. 

LEAF: Deciduous, dark green, oblong, drooping leave that 

can grow up to 12 inches long and is widest just behind the 

tip. The leaves do not do well in strong windy areas and 

require some protection. 

NATIVE: DC, Delaware, Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia 

and West Virginia. 

LANDSCAPE VALUE: Grown for the delicious fruit which 

is in the same family as the cherimoya.  

 

Buy grafted varieties as seedlings are highly variable. 

http://au.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A2oKiHF9nzdRxTkAwCQN5gt.;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http://au.images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=pawpaw+tree+Asimina+triloba&n=30&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=sfp&tab=organic&ri=158&w=300&h=200&imgurl=ag.udel.edu/udbg/trees/images/cd7_sm74.gif&rurl=http://ag.udel.edu/udbg/trees/descriptions/a_triloba.html&size=47.9+KB&name=botanical+name+<b>asimina+triloba+</b>pronunciation+common+name+common+<b>pawpaw+</b>...&p=pawpaw+tree+Asimina+triloba&oid=ed814554e2e28c640311e10aab85a203&fr2=&fr=sfp&tt=botanical+name+<b>asimina+triloba+</b>pronunciation+common+name+common+<b>pawpaw+</b>...&b=151&ni=220&no=158&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=11p0424aq&sigb=13ue9nffh&sigi=11aqoam3h&.crumb=EqwHWhYuziH
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Persimmon 
Diospyros ebenaceae                         

 
 

 

 

HEIGHT:  Up to 25’ 

SPREAD:  Up to 25’ 

FALL COLORS:  Yellow to purple. 

FLOWERS:  March- June, greenish yellow to cream 

LEAF: Deciduous, glossy, alternate, simple, up to 7 inches 

long and 4 inches wide. 

 

NATIVE: DC, Delaware, Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia 

and West Virginia. 

 

LANDSCAPE VALUE:  Persimmons can be either a multi-

stem or single-stem trunk, with drooping leaves and 

branches that give it a tropical appearance. It can also form 

thickets from root suckers. 

 

Fruit is very astringent until ripe. Fruit ripens in early fall, 

both male and female trees are needed to produce fruit. 

There are self fertile varieties available. 
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Saucer magnolia 
Magnolia x soulangiana 

 
 

 

 

 

 

HEIGHT:  To 25’ 

SPREAD:  to 12’ 

FALL COLORS:  Green to yellow 

FLOWERS:  Large flowers 6 inches across in white, pink or 

purplish red. 

LEAF: Deciduous, Alternate, simple, oblong to obovate, 3 

to 6 inches long, entire margin, green above, paler and 

fuzzy below. 
 

NATIVE: Hybrid origin 

LANDSCAPE VALUE:  Beautiful specimen flowering tree 

for lawns, grown for short height and large flowers. 

 

Purchase named varieties as seedling are highly variable. 

Native sweetbay magnolia,  Magnolia viginiana is a good 

alternative for wet areas. 
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Serviceberry 
Amelanchier canadensis 

 
 

 
 

 

HEIGHT:  15’-20’ 

SPREAD:  15’-20’ 

FALL COLORS:  Spectacular shades of reds, oranges and 

yellows. 

FLOWERS:  April, serviceberries are covered in tiny white 

to light pink flowers, resembling tiny single-petaled roses. 

LEAF: Alternate, simple, ovate, finely serrate, green above 

and paler below, may be pubescent below, especially when 

young. 

 

NATIVE: DC, Delaware, Maryland, Pennsylvania, and 

Virginia.  

  

LANDSCAPE VALUE: Besides the beautiful foliage the tree 

produces edible fruit which serves as a major source of food 

for birds like catbirds, grosbeaks, cardinals, vireos, and 

cedar waxwings. 
 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=HvzhJs6Blm2mNM&tbnid=R9Js1BEEqB-THM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http://www.cleveland.com/insideout/index.ssf/2011/04/annuals_dont_grow_well_under_s.html&ei=Q9g3UfvXDIyt0AHX_IHoAQ&psig=AFQjCNE2bGKYVx56f_MGNVm_ZTQyUS5XbA&ust=1362700739245620


13  
 

Silver Bell 
Halesia carolina                                 

 
 

 

  

HEIGHT:  30’-40’ 

SPREAD:  20’-35’ 

FALL COLORS:  Yellow 

FLOWERS:  Early spring, with clusters of bell shaped white 

flowers.  

LEAF: alternate, simple ovate leaves. 

 

NATIVE: Native to southeastern U.S. 

 

LANDSCAPE VALUE: Great tree for naturalizing, this is 

also perfect tree for shady corners or in woodland borders. 

It is best set off against a dark background (such as 

evergreens) as a specimen tree, although small group 

plantings can also be effective. Because of its requirements 

for high acidity, it is best with other acid-loving plants. 

 

 

 

 
 

http://davesgarden.com/guides/pf/showimage/192625/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=silver+bell+tree&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=qS7f4vPQg7oHpM&tbnid=KYp-4nDiNWIT6M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://treedirectory.blogspot.com/2012/01/halesia-tetraptera.html&ei=bjOMUfDjMZGt4AOe3YDQAw&psig=AFQjCNGIW87VoYGR9iWWUKv7ngKHDRhGQg&ust=1368228883768263
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Snowbell 
Styrax americanus                                           

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
HEIGHT:  15’-20’ 

SPREAD:  15’ 

FALL COLORS:  Orange and scarlet to blackish purple 

FLOWERS:  White bell-shaped flowers in clusters in late 

spring and early summer. 

LEAF: Narrow 5 to 8 inches 

 

NATIVE: DC, Delaware, Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia 

and West Virginia. 

 

 

LANDSCAPE VALUE: Nice as a specimen tree or patio 

tree. Young trees do well in large containers. Beautiful 

showy tree that has year round interest. Attracts nectar 

insects and fruit birds. Needs wet soil. 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=snowbell+tree&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=pHYAPA663Eh3uM&tbnid=tYAsa9LN5GCuRM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://theshopatvictoriagardens.blogspot.com/2009/04/car-trunk-trees-styrax-japonicus.html&ei=4zOMUaiLPJLF4AOl8YGQDA&psig=AFQjCNFATcg5XQsWTPciKghloKgkJHamdQ&ust=1368229190994887
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=snowbell+tree+styrax+japonica&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&qscrl=1&rlz=1T4GFRC_enUS322US322&biw=1904&bih=905&tbm=isch&tbnid=wopGkW0EdHycYM:&imgrefurl=http://www.plant-care.com/japanese-snowbell-styrax-japonica.html&docid=06jraerxHEHPcM&imgurl=http://images.plant-care.com/japanese-snowbell-flower.jpg&w=320&h=315&ei=Ln46UeDZFI220AGp7ID4Dg&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:20,s:0,i:151&iact=rc&dur=840&page=1&tbnh=179&tbnw=178&start=0&ndsp=35&tx=114&ty=100
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Sourwood 
Oxydendrum arboreum  

 
 

 

 
HEIGHT:  20’-25’ 

SPREAD:  20’ 

FALL COLORS:  Yellow, crimson and purple 

FLOWERS:  Drooping 10 inch long fragrant white flowers 

in mid June to late July.  

LEAF: Deciduous, dark green leaves are arranged along the 

twig in an alternate or spiral form. Leaves are simple, thin, 

and oblong-elliptical to oblong-lanceolate in shape. The leaf 

margin can be a combination of several forms. 

 

NATIVE: DC, Delaware, Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia 

and West Virginia. 

  

LANDSCAPE VALUE: Outstanding as a focal point, patio 

tree or in front of taller trees.    
 

 

Among the most beautiful flowering trees and one of the 

best for crimson fall color. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=Tj9Cme1Oop1CdM&tbnid=BCsUKW1FScQ1gM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http://www.greenwoodnursery.com/page.cfm/19518&ei=xHk6UfqkAqnl0gGpmIGgAw&psig=AFQjCNG8g5o47-zgQsH1qVIRNZcH8jto6g&ust=1362873156068741
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=Tj9Cme1Oop1CdM&tbnid=BCsUKW1FScQ1gM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.augustaga.gov/index.aspx?NID=1631&ei=VXo6Uey8LaTK0AGgtoAY&psig=AFQjCNG8g5o47-zgQsH1qVIRNZcH8jto6g&ust=1362873156068741
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