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        MEETING OF 

          UNIVERSITY PARK MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL 

UNIVERSITY PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

4315 UNDERWOOD STREET 

 7:30 PM 

 

     April 15, 2013 

     REGULAR SESSION 

 

AN EXECUTIVE SESSION WAS HELD AT THE END OF THE 

REGULAR SESSION TO CONSULT WITH COUNSEL TO OBTAIN LEGAL ADVICE 

AND CONSIDER THE ACQUISITION OF REAL PROPERTY FOR A PUBLIC 

PURPOSE AND MATTERS DIRECTLY RELATED THERETO.  

 

1. CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Tabori 

     

 Present: Mr. Brosch, Mr. Gekas, Ms. Christiansen, Mr. Carey, Ms. Sorensen,  

   Mr. Cron, Mr. Alvarez 

 Excused:  None 

 Absent:  None 

 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Mr. Cron. 

 

 

3. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA  
 

Moved by: Mr. Cron   Seconded by: Mr. Carey 

Yea:   7    Nay:  0  Abstain: 0 

 

4. MOTION: To table April 8, 2013 Town Council Meeting Minutes to the next meeting. 
 

Moved by: Mr. Carey   Seconded by: Mr. Alvarez 

Yea: 7      Nay: 0  Abstain: 0 

 

 

5. APPROVAL OF EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES:    April 8, 2013  
 

Moved by: Mr. Cron   Seconded by: Mr. Carey 

Yea: 7      Nay: 0   Abstain: 0 

 

6. PUBLIC COMMENT 

There was no public comment at this time.  

 

 

7. PRESENTATION 

 

A. MARYLAND MILESTONES/ANACOSTIA HERITAGE TRAILS AREA (ATHA)  

 

Mr. Marcavitch provided a brief report on Anacostia Heritage Trails Area’s background 

and programs. The regional tourism program, which is rebranding itself as “Maryland 

Milestones,” is one of twelve heritage areas in Maryland. This year has marked a 
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successful year built around its War of 1812 Commemoration, which will host several 

summer season programs.  

 

ATHA primarily focuses on promotion of the area’s heritage tourism and routes, 

emphasizing agriculture, forests, fields, transportation, communication, and bicycle 

tourism. It hosts programs, holds events, gives lectures, provides sponsorships, and sends a 

weekly e-blast in order to raise awareness to area residents and attract new visitors.  

 

Mr. Marcavitch also briefly stated that the program is currently in the process of analyzing 

the economic impact of heritage tourism on the area so as to provide this information to the 

Maryland Heritage Area Authority as well as to understand how to best leverage grant 

awards. 

 

Those interested in subscribing to weekly e-blasts in order to find out more about 

scheduled events in the area should visit marylandmilestones.org.   

 

 

8. PERMITS  

 

A. APPLICATION TO INSTALL A STORAGE SHED  

(David Furlong, 6900 Wells Parkway)  Ward 7 

 

Motion: To table until the next Town Council meeting the application to install a 10’ x 14’ x 11’ 

storage shed located on Lot: 7, Block: 42. 

 

Moved by: Mr. Alvarez   Seconded by: Ms. Christiansen 

Yea: 7       Nay: 0   Abstain: 0 

 

 

B. APPLICATION TO REPLACE AN EXISTING FENCE  

(James Cook, 6407 Queens Chapel Road)  Ward 2 

 

Motion: To approve the application to replace an existing 4ft fence along the back of the 

property located on Lot: 18, Block: 8, Section: 2. 

 

Moved by: Mr. Gekas   Seconded by: Ms. Christiansen 

Yea: 7       Nay: 0   Abstain: 0 

 

 

C. APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE REQUEST   

(Edwin and Martha Wells, 6813 40
th

 Avenue)  Ward 6 

 

Hearing: 

 

Mayor Tabori suggested that the Town Council hold a hearing during this meeting to hear 

testimony related to this item. He also suggested tabling the item so that the vote may be 

delayed until the Council can review exact language once it is received from the Appeals 

Board.  

 

Martha Wells explained that their home is a one story house with no basement, small attic. 
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They have a 25 foot front yard setback and 25 foot side yard setback, making it impossible 

to build. They are unable to put in a garage without obtaining a variance. They plan to 

obtain variance in order to cut off half of screen porch and tuck the garage under the screen 

porch as close to the house as possible while still maintaining building code. The reason for 

building the garage is to increase storage space, which is currently limited to the screen 

porch.  The council has received a letter in support from several of the Wells’ neighbors. 

See Appendix 9C. 

 

Dr. Carlos Romero-Talamas of Underwood Street testified in opposition to the variance. He 

was opposed because it would obstruct the view from his property. He is concerned that 

such a wide variance would set a precedent for others to obtain one as well as negatively 

impact the value of his home. He expressed that a standard sized shed would be a viable 

alternative. 

 

Ms. Maureen Fiedler of 40
th

 Avenue testified in support of the variance, stating that it would 

be beneficial to the Wells. Ms. Jacqueline Bradley Chacon of Underwood Street testified in 

support of the variance, stating that it would be an improvement to the property.  

 

Motion: To table until May 6, 2013 the application for a variance request of 10 feet 9 inches side 

street setback of the property for the addition of a garage located on Lot: 12, Block: 38, 

Section: 7. 

 

Moved by: Mr. Cron     Seconded by: Mr. Carey 

Yea: 7       Nay: 0   Abstain: 0  

 

 

9. DEPARTMENT AND COUNCIL REPORTS 

 

A. MAYOR’S REPORT ~ Mayor John Rogard Tabori 

There will be a hearing on April 16, 2013 before the City of College Park on the new 

“Knox Box Project,” a complete redevelopment of the Knox Box Apartments. There are 

currently 300-400 apartment units, and the redevelopment will increase the number of units 

to 1500. Mayor Tabori has spoken with the project attorney, Thomas Haller. Mr. Haller 

will provide an electronic presentation to University Park after presenting in College Park. 

The new project is in response to the approved College Park US 1 Corridor Sector Plan and 

Sectional Map Amendment, from which the developers have obtained permission to do up 

to 5-6 stories.  

 

 

B. REPORT ON STEP-UP GRANT ACTIVITIES ~ Chuck Wilson 

Mr. Wilson presented on Step-Up Grant activities. Program intake closed on April 1
st
, 2013 

with a total of 490 participants, 275 of which are homes in University Park, indicating that 

thirty percent of houses in the Town are participating in the program. See appendix 9(B).  

 

Mr. Wilson briefed the Council on an application to the Maryland Energy Administration 

for grant funding. Please see appendix 9B. 

 

Mr. Wilson discussed twenty-year lease agreement between the Prince George’s County 

Public Schools Board with University Park for a solar array on University Park Elementary 

School. There are two parallel agreements: (1) the lease agreement between the Town and 



  Minutes Approved on June 3, 2013 

 

4 | P a g e  

 

the school board and (2) the agreement between the Town and the contractors. The school 

board will be meeting next Thursday, April 25
th

, to vote on the agreement. Mr. Wilson 

acknowledges that both documents may not have been provided to the Council in time. The 

Mayor suggested that the Council moves forward with the lease this evening and that the 

Council hold a Special Session to look at the contract agreement on Thursday, April 18, 

2013  

 

C. TOWN CLERK’S REPORT ~ Tracey Toscano, Clerk 

 There was no report at this time.  

 

D. REPORT FROM THE TOWN ATTORNEY ~ Suellen Ferguson, Esq. 

 There was no report at this time.  

 

E. REPORT OF THE TOWN TREASURER ~ Dan Baden, CPA 

  Mr. Baden briefed the council on the March 31, 2013 Report. Please see appendix 10E.   

 

F. REPORT ON THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS ~ Michael Beall, Director 

 There was no report at this time.  

 

Mr. Beall noted that the tree trimming has been going well. He has received two comments, one 

positive and one negative. Overall, progress appears positive.  

 

A resident at 44
th

 Avenue and Tuckerman Street had damage done to sidewalk as a result of the 

tree trimming. Mr. Beall stated that the Town cannot assist in this issue because it is between a 

private property owner and contractor. He noted that the Town is involved in a similar issue with 

the contractor, which he assured will be pursued. He stated that he would only be able to facilitate 

the negotiation the issue between the private property owner and contractor by mentioning the 

Town’s awareness of it to the contractor while discussing the Town’s issue.  

 

Ms. Sorensen asked if two trees in front of 6801 Pineway that are flagged blue will be removed. 

Mr. Beall clarified that they will not be removed, but simply trimmed. 

 

Mr. Beall stated that a punch list will be completed when concrete work is complete. The punch 

list contains mistakes, errors, and omissions of contractors work.  

 

G. REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES ~ Chief Michael Wynnyk 

Chief Wynnyk briefed the town Council on the Report on Police Department Activities. 

Please see appendix 9G.  

 

Chief Wynnyk expressed his confidence that the Town is ready for the Azalea Classic and 

stated that the Town has a solid emergency plan in response to the events in Boston. There 

will be parking restrictions and road closures during the run.  

 

The Community Emergency Response Team exercise scheduled for May 5, 2013 was 

canceled.  

 

The date for a speed camera study on Adelphi Road is being finalized.  
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H. COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Ms. Christiansen clarified that the Council should have received documents from several 

meetings including: 

 

 Riverdale Park Mixed-Use Town Center Zone Development Plan meeting on April 

10
th

. Paul Mortensen provided a memorandum at this meeting. Please see 

attachment 9H.
 

 

 Full Subdivision Review Committee meeting that discussed the Cafritz Preliminary 

Plan and Detailed Site Plan on April 12
th

. At this meeting, the Health Department 

also gave a report with several interesting recommendations. Also, the State 

Highway Administration provided a memorandum that Cafritz will be responsible 

for any improvements made to US-1 and East-West Highway. Please see 

attachment 9H. 

 

Mayor Tabori commented that the State Highway Administration had been absent from 

two meetings they were supposed to attend. The mayor had a meeting with them in January 

in which Town’s position was presented. The Mayor expressed disappointment towards the 

State Highway Administration for not having read material regarding the Town’s requests. 

He also expressed opposition to their recommendation for acceleration and deceleration 

lanes, which evidence suggests may speed traffic up. 

  

10. CONTINUING BUSINESS   

 

A. LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION 13-O-04: Fiscal 2014 Budget.  2
nd

 Reading 

Final vote on Resolution 13-O-04 will not occur before May 20, 2013 

 

Motion: To approve the introduction of Legislative Resolution 13-O-04: Fiscal 2014 Budget.  

 

Moved by:    Seconded by:   

   

 Yea:      Nay:   Abstain:    

 

B. MAYOR AND COUNCIL DISCUSSION OF FISCAL 2014 BUDGET 

Mr. Brosch presented a proposal requesting $9,400 per year for a program that would help 

to reduce mosquitos in the Town. The proposed plan would involve hiring a student from 

the University of Maryland – College Park. This student would be employed by the 

University and a Maryland Certified Pesticide Applicator. Ms. Christiansen noted that this 

is a beneficial and proactive solution to the Town’s mosquito problem. Mayor Tabori felt 

that this program would be a recurring expense and thus it will require significant 

consideration. A timeline and budget for this item was provided. Please see Appendix 10B. 

 

Ms. Christiansen asked if the town should budget expenses that the Town might incur if the 

Cafritz development moves forward. Mayor Tabori said this is a good idea to model the 

expenses but they have not done it yet because they do not have a clear understanding of 

what those expenses would be.  
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C. RULES OF ORDER RECOMMENDED BY THE POLICY, RULES & MUNICIPAL 

STRUCTURE COMMITTEE 
 

Motion: To adopt Rules of Order (including appointing a facilitator) and adopting the revised 

order of agenda as recommended by the Council Committee on Policy, Rules, and 

Municipal Order in its revised April 15, 2013 proposal as further revised with some 

flexibility with respect to implementing the suggestions that were added to it tonight.  

 

Moved by: Ms. Sorensen  Seconded by: Mr. Gekas  

Yea: 7       Nay: 0   Abstain: 0 

 

 

11.  NEW BUSINESS 

 

A. STEP-UP LEASE AGREEMENT FOR THE INSTALLATION AND OPERATION 

OF A SOLAR PANEL ARRAY ON UPES 
 

Motion: To approve the lease agreement with exhibits between the Town of University Park 

and the Prince George’s County Public Schools, in substantially the form attached, 

for the installation and operation of a rooftop solar array on University Park 

Elementary School, and to authorize the Mayor to sign those documents necessary to 

effectuate this motion. 

 

Moved by: Mr. Carey   Seconded by: Mr. Gekas 
Yea: 7       Nay: 0   Abstain: 0 

 

B. SOLAR PANEL CONTRACT BETWEEN TOWN OF UNIVERSITY PARK AND 

STANDARD SOLAR FOR UPES 
 

Motion: To move to a special session on Thursday at 7:30 p.m. the approval of the design-

build contract, attachments and general terms and conditions between the Town of 

University Park and Standard Solar in substantially the form attached for the 

installation and ongoing maintenance of the rooftop solar array on University Park 

Elementary School and to authorize the Mayor to sign those documents necessary to 

effectuate this motion. Upon full execution of the agreement, University Park Town 

Council further approves the expenditure of $50,000 in grant funds from the Small 

Town Energy Program grant to Standard Solar for the procurement of materials for 

the rooftop solar array, per the expenditure and milestone schedule included as an 

Attachment to the Standard Solar design-build contract. 

 

 Moved by: Mr. Cron   Seconded by: Mr. Brosch 

 Yea: 7      Nay: 0   Abstain: 0  

 

12. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Moved by: Mr. Cron   Seconded by: Mr. Alvarez 

Yea: 7     Nay: 0    Abstain: 0 

 

 
 


