
Cafritz Oversight Monitoring Committee Minutes 

December 6, 2012 

UPES Media Center 

 

Members in attendance:  Alvarez, Carey, Tabori, Verrill 

Also attending:  Suellen Ferguson, Town Attorney, and several members of the community 

 

The agenda was approved. 

 

Minutes from the November 28, 2012, meeting of the committee were approved and should be 

posted on the town webstie. 

 

New Business 

I.  Report from M-U-TC Committee meeting of Wednesday, December 5, 2012. 

 

Written reports of the M-U-TC meeting by Committee Members Arlene Christiansen and  

Ellen Thorp, both of whom attended the M-U-TC meeting but were unable to attend this 

Committee meeting, were reviewed and discussed.  Linda Verrill also attended the meeting and  

provided a written report to the Committee.  She and John Tabori, who also attended the M-U-

TC meeting, added additional details and discussed their reactions to what occurred at the 

meeting in Riverdale Park.   

 

John Tabori provided copies of the “Estimate of Probable Cost” for the bridge which was 

completed by Loiederman Soltesz Associates, Inc.  The total estimate is $10,797,838.  There is 

currently no plan by the Cafritz group for funding the bridge.  The plan for funding must be 

completed before the preliminary plan review scheduled for January 2013. 

 

The need for tree conservation and information about the grading of the property were 

extensively discussed by the Committee.  

 

II.  Traffic engineer report status/update 

 

John Tabori reported that a contract has been offered to the firm Kimley-Horn and Associates, 

Inc.  Kimley-Horn has indicated that they are ready to negotiate the contract.  John Tabori, 

Mayor, and Suellen Ferguson, Town Attorney, will finalize the contract with Kimley-Horn.  The 

Cafritz Group will be paying for the traffic engineering report as stipulated in the covenants 

between the Town and the Cafritz Group.  Mayor Tabori will discuss the method of receiving 

payments with Mr. Reed of the Cafritz Group. 

 

Continuing Business 

 I.  Committee recommendations for comments to the Prince George’s County 

Planning Department regarding the Preliminary Plan of Subdivision.  Finalize list and 

mechanism for sharing with Town Council as well as placement on agenda for the 

December 17, 2012, Town Council meeting. 

 

Len Carey provided a draft copy of “Positions for the Town of University Park Drawn from 

Existing Documents” as a basis for discussion of the needed recommendations. 
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Suellen Ferguson referred to the list “Cafritz Preliminary Plan of Subdivision Requirements” that 

she prepared and distributed at the Town Council Meeting on December 3, 2012.  The 

Committee decided that individual members would review Ms. Ferguson’s list and annotate what 

has been done and what has not been done for each of the 19 covenants listed for discussion at 

the next meeting.  The Committee also added small parks (e.g., “pocket parks”) and the 

Transportation Management Zone to the list of items to review before presenting them to the 

Planning Department. 

 

 II.  Develop list of questions, information still needed, regarding Preliminary Plan of 

Subdivision and include where/when we will find the answers. 

 

Suellen Ferguson agreed to finalize the list of questions that need to be answered by the Cafritz 

Group before Preliminary Plan.  The questions will include the following: 

 1.  What is the plan for grading and what will the mitigation be? 

2.  Provide results of LEED-ND application submitted at preliminary plan. 

3.  Where is the remaining tree cover?  An aerial view is needed. 

 4.  Where is the final stormwater management plan?  If there is fencing around the area 

considered a “pond” for stormwater management, how can that area be considered a park? 

 5.  Where are the public spaces adjacent to the residential areas? 

 6.  What construction is to be done during each phase of the development? 

 7.  Does the estimate for building the bridge include the cost of acquiring the land and the 

cost for closing the tracks during construction of the bridge? 

 8.  What are the plans for the buffer landscaping to be integrated in the first grading/DSP 

including tree placement? 

  

Len Carey distributed a draft of “Position Statement on Urbanism” for Committee members to 

review before the next meeting. 

 

Adjournment – 9:20  


