University Park Tree Committee meeting

February 6, 2012, 6:30 pm to 7:30pm; University Park Elementary School 

Attendees: Jenny Glenn (Chair), Lindsay Hicks, Chris Aubry, Len Carey (representative to Town Council), and Mickey Beall (Public Works Director)

1. Gypsy Moth Egg Mass Counts

The Committee members discussed the annual gypsy moth egg mass count. Mr. Beall said the specialist who used to work for the state of Maryland is no longer a state employee. Mr. Carey asked what monitoring could be done to anticipate another population boom. Mr. Beall said he had been observing trees in the community and had not seen any masses. 

2. Arbor Day plans and Spring Tree Planting

Mr. Beall said he proposed April 27th as Arbor Day. He recommended planting another Deodar cedar in the park. One had been planted in the same general location several years ago and has done quite well in that location. 

The Committee asked Mr. Beall who served as the current Town Arborist. Mr. Beall said Mr. John Anna, principle of Adirondack Tree Service, provided that service to the Town. 

Mr. Beall noted that the State of Maryland offers a $25 voucher for tree planting. He ensures that Town residents requesting reimbursement under the University Park shade tree program are not reimbursed twice. 

3. Town Christmas Tree Replacement Strategy

Mr. Carey raised the question about contingency planning for replacing the large evergreen on Henson Green. This tree serves as the Town Christmas tree and may be nearing the end of its lifespan. Mr. Beall said he had consulted with several tree experts, who have recommended the tree receive deep root fertilization to improve the tree’s overall health. 

Mr. Carey said the Committee on Public Facilities and Services has also taken up this discussion. The Tree Committee members discussed the alternatives of planting a younger evergreen tree nearby, and then relocating the replacement tree to Henson Green when the current Christmas tree reaches the end of its life. There are drawbacks to this approach, including the cost of the mechanical spade digger machine that would be required to move a large tree and potential damage to the new tree’s roots.  

The Tree Committee members discussed recommending to the Town Council that the FY 2013 budget be modified to increase the Town’s tree replacement budget to $40,000. 

4. Ivy and Invasive Species Management in the Park

Ms. Hicks proposed an ivy removal working session in the park. The focus of the work would be to remove ivy that was encumbering trees along Wells Run. Ms. Glenn suggested the work area be along Wells Parkway, from Van Buren Street north to Wells Parkway at the intersection with Clagett Road and Eversfield Drive. Mr. Beall asked that as ivy vines were cut away from the trees, that they be pulled off the trees as much as possible to avoid. 

The Committee agreed on a work date of Saturday, February 18th from 10am to noon. The rain date is Sunday, February 19th.

5. Next Meeting

The Committee members mutually agreed to hold monthly meetings from 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm at University Park Elementary School, on the same night as the first University Park Town Council meeting of the month. 

The next Tree Committee meeting is March 5, 2012 at 6:30 pm at UPES.

