University Park Tree Committee meeting

January 23, 2012, 6:30 pm to 7:30pm; University Park Elementary School 

Attendees: Jenny Glenn (Chair), Lindsay Hicks, Karen Sondak, Mickey Lucas, Tom Stickles, Mickey Beall (Public Works Director), and Len Carey (representative to Town Council)

Regrets: Chris Aubry, Sarah Mosely

1. Meetings and Communications Outreach

Publicizing the University Park shade tree program

Mr. Carey has recommendations for adding evergreen species to the existing shade tree list. He will forward his suggestions to Mr. Beall. The current list of approved shade trees eligible for the reimbursement program is available here: 

http://www.upmd.org/docs/11-576-1319569662.doc

Ms. Hicks has contacted the newsletter team and is preparing an article for the March / April edition of the newsletter explaining the Town’s reimbursement for planting shade trees. The Town will pay up to $300 to purchase and install shade trees, up to three trees per household every five years. Ms. Hicks clarified that the funds can be used for both purchasing the tree and getting the tree planted. Mr. Beall has a form on the Town web site, under the Public Works page, for people who want to request reimbursement. A reimbursement request has to be accompanied by a receipt for the tree and planting costs, and a photo of the tree. Mr. Beall said the monies for the program come from the Street Tree and Park Tree maintenance budgets, so reimbursement is on a funds-available basis. 

The reimbursement request is available here:

http://www.upmd.org/docs/11-576-1319569783.doc 

Publicizing the University Park shade tree program

Mr. Beall distributed a summary copy of the University Park street tree inventory information. He agreed to post the report to the Town web site. Mr. Beall discussed the Google Earth, clickable version of the tree inventory information. Mr. Carey raised the point about the tie-in between the tree inventory information, the carbon footprint of the street trees, and the potential energy reductions that specimen shade trees contribute to the community.    

2. Sidewalk Clearance and Street Tree Maintenance

Street Trees Obstructing Sidewalk Clearance
Ms. Glenn raised the concern about street trees obstructing the sidewalks, a concern originally raised by Mr. Brosch at the last University Park Council meeting. Mr. Beall said he receives a steady stream of phone calls and emails from residents who have concerns about street trees obstructing the sidewalks, and the Public Works Department / tree contractors actively carry out pruning as needed.  

Tree Maintenance and Bradford Pear Tree Removal

The committee discussed the status of the Bradford pear trees in Town, especially the trees located on the streets parallel to Adelphi Road. The Bradford pear trees on Adelphi Road itself are considered part of the County’s right of way. Mr. Beall said there are 205 Bradford pear trees located in University Park. He described the detailed plans that the Public Works Department is following to prioritize the pruning and maintenance of the trees. He pointed out that the cost of removing and replacing all of the trees at once would be prohibitive – several hundred thousand dollars. The replacement trees would be smaller species, as many of the Bradford pear trees were inappropriately planted under power and utility lines. Ms. Glenn encouraged Mr. Beall to provide information about his plan on the Town web site and the Town newsletter. Residents who attend the Town Council meetings are raising the topic of removing the Bradford pears very frequently.  

Ivy and Invasive Species Management in the Park

Mr. Lucas asked Mr. Beall about planting trees in the park between 40th and 41st Streets. He also asked about clearing an access path from the sidewalk to the stream in the same general area, to provide for access to the stream for clean-up activities. Mr. Stickles explained the Stream Committee’s goal is to address the stream and anything that touches the stream. The Committee’s objective is to reduce flooding by removing blockages. Trailing vines that reach down to the water level catch debris and create obstructions that block the stream. 

The meeting attendees discussed ways to address the invasive species, especially English ivy, which is growing on the trees in the park. The Public Works crews have diligently been working to clean away many years of growth. The trees in the northern area of the park are particularly affected by ivy overgrowth. Ms. Glenn noted that in past years, the Tree Committee sponsored invasive species clean-up days. Mr. Stickles said the next stream clean-up day is planned for April 4th.  

3. Next Meeting

The Committee members mutually agreed to hold monthly meetings from 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm at University Park Elementary School, on the same night as the first University Park Town Council meeting of the month. 

The next Tree Committee meeting is February 6, 2012 at 6:30 pm at UPES.

