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MEETING OF 

          UNIVERSITY PARK MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL 

UNIVERSITY PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

4315 UNDERWOOD STREET 

7:30 P.M. 

 

September 12, 2011 

      REGULAR SESSION 
      

 

 

1.  CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Tabori at 7:30 p.m. 

     

Present: Mr. Carey, Mr. Cron, Mr. Gekas, Ms. Toscano, Ms. Bradley Chacón  

Excused:  Ms. McPherson 

Absent: None  

 

Town employees in attendance: Police Lieutenant McCully, Director of Public Works 

Beall 

 

2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Ms. Bradley Chacón 

 

3.  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

 

Moved by: Mr. Cron   Seconded by: Mr. Carey 

Yea: 5     Nay: 0   Abstain: 0 

 

4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:     August 15, 2011 Meeting 

 

Moved by: Ms. Toscano  Seconded by: Mr. Cron 

Yea: 5     Nay: 0   Abstain: 0 

 

5.  PUBLIC COMMENT  

  

Ms. Linda Gast, a resident of Ward 4, and Riverdale Presbyterian Church pastor Loril Hawk 

invited the Council and the Mayor to participate in a blessing of the animals service at the 

church on October 1 at 10 a.m. All who wish to attend are welcome. 

 

Mr. Bruce Burroughs, resident of 4400 East-West Highway, raised questions about the 

proposed joint market study for the Cafritz property. Mayor Tabori said the discussion should 

be postponed to the Cafritz discussion later in the agenda.  

 

Ms. Linda Verrill, a resident of Van Buren Street, thanked the Council and the Mayor for the 

9-11 ceremony on Sunday. The ceremony took place at the Town’s 9-11 Memorial.  
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6.   PERMITS  

  

A. APPLICATION TO CONSTRUCT A NEW 17’ 6” X 20’ SCREENED PORCH 

(David Moore, 6600 44
th

 Street) Ward 3 

 

Motion: To approve the construction of a new 17’ 6” x 20’ screened porch, 

maximum height 15’at 6600 44
th

 Avenue,  

 

Moved by: Ms. Toscano  Seconded by: Mr. Carey 

Yea: 5     Nay: 0   Abstain: 0 

 

Ms. Toscano pointed out that there is a long delay between the mid-August Council 

meeting and the next Council meeting on the second week in September. She asked if 

permit applications received by Town Hall during that time could be granted temporary 

approval to proceed. Mayor Tabori said that the Council committee should consider this 

topic. He added that variances and easements would still need to come before the full 

Council for review.  

 

 

7.    CONSENT AGENDA 

 

  Motion: To approve the following consent agenda item. 

 

Moved by: Ms. Toscano  Seconded by: Ms. Bradley Chacón 

Yea: 5     Nay: 0   Abstain: 0 

 

A. TO ENDORSE THE ANNUAL FALL CDC/FEMA/FMS WALK/ RUN ON 

THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 22, 2011 FROM NOON UNTIL 1:15 PM 

THROUGH UNIVERSITY PARK. 

 

  8.    DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

 
A. MAYOR’S REPORT- Mayor John Rogard Tabori 
 
Mayor Tabori said he has distributed the proposed architectural drawings for remodeling 

Town Hall. The redesign would incorporate a shelter-in-place facility for the community. 

He added that a shelter-in-place facility would qualify for FEMA grant monies. Mr. 

Carey recommended that the Public Facilities and Services Committee take the proposal 

under consideration. Mr. Gekas noted that if the University Park Elementary School did 

not end up installing solar panels on the building, Town Hall could be a candidate. The 

solar grant monies must be spent within the boundaries of the Town.  

 

Mayor Tabori reflected on the 9-11 ceremony and commended the speakers for their 

eloquence. Over 150 people attended. Mayor Tabori publicly thanked former Mayor John 

Brunner and Sarah Moseley for arranging the ceremony, Ms. Verrill for donating a tent, 

Mr. Cotter for arranging the sound system, the University Park Elementary School for 
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loaning folding chairs, and the Public Works Department for preparing the 9-11 

Memorial site and setting up the chairs. The Sunrise Quartet performed splendidly. 

 

Mayor Tabori said a large number of the speakers invited to the 75
th

 Anniversary 

celebration have replied that they would attend. The Town has received permission to use 

the “Being Green” motto from the Jim Henson trust. The walking tour brochure has been 

completed.  

 

Mayor Tabori said that the auditors have completed the annual Town audit. A clean audit 

finding is expected, along with a surplus of $80,000 to $100,000. 

 

Mr. Carey noted that Ms. Mallino’s resignation leaves a vacancy for the chair of the 

Policy, Rules, and Municipal Structure Committee. He proposed a motion requesting that 

the Town Attorney draft two charter amendments, for introduction at the September 19 

Council meeting.  

1. To amend the Charter of the Town of University Park to eliminate term limits for 

Mayor and Council.  

2. To amend the Charter of the Town of University Park, to establish compensation 

for the Mayor and Council beginning July 1, 2012. Compensation for the Mayor 

should be established at the rate of $10,500 per year; Compensation for the 

Council at the rate of $2,500 per year. Provided, that the salary or compensation 

of any person serving as Mayor or a member of the Common Council may not be 

instituted or increased during his current term of office. Provided, that the Mayor 

or member of the Common Council individually may accept or refuse such 

compensation.  

 

Ms. Bradley Chacón said that these proposals are important points for consideration and a 

discussion of these issues should not be rushed. Mayor Tabori emphasized that it was 

important for the public to have the opportunity to consider these two motions.   

 

Mayor Tabori proposed adding two additional items to the request:  

3. New members of the Common Council and the Mayor take office on July 1
st
.  

4. Elections for the Mayor and Common Council take place concurrently every two 

years, instead of the current practice of staggering the elections. 

 

Motion: To approve requesting the Town Attorney legislation for actions 1 – 4 

above for Council discussion and introduction on September 19.    

 

Moved by: Mr. Carey   Seconded by: Ms. Toscano  

Yea: 5     Nay: 0   Abstain: 0 

 

 

Ms. Bradley Chacón said she was concerned that due to the absence of a chairperson, no 

Policy, Rules, and Municipal Structure Committee meetings have been held. She asked 

that the Town Attorney prepare an alternative to item #1, the alternative being that the 

term of service is lengthened by one year, but the term limits stay in place. Mr. Gekas 
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spoke in favor of retaining the staggered elections.  

 
B. REPORT ON STEP-UP ENERGY GRANT ACTIVITIES – Chuck Wilson 
 
Mr. Wilson presented the progress report for the STEP-UP program. He said that 
University Park was one of the few communities hitting the target participation rates. 
18% of University Park residents (161) have participated in the program to date. 12% 
(105) energy audits have been completed on University Park homes. 6% (53) University 
Park households have already completed or are under contract to complete energy-
improving retrofits of their homes.  
 

Motion: To endorse that the STEP-UP program should proceed with recruiting 

and hiring staff to fill three part-time positions, one for a student intern (up to 10 

hours per week, extension of one summer intern), one for a technical consultant 

(up to 15 hours per week, respondent to competitive RFP), and one for a web site 

consultant (up to 5 hours per week, sole source to current volunteer).    

 

Moved by: Mr. Carey   Seconded by: Ms. Toscano  

Yea: 5     Nay: 0   Abstain: 0 
 
Mr. Wilson discussed the progress made with SunTrust to develop a set of loans products 
to support homeowners’ energy improvements.  
 
C. REPORT ON PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES – Michael Beall 
 
Mr. Beall reported on four items affecting the Public Works Department.  
 
The Public Works has relocated to their new garage facility. The new location has four 
times the available space, has a heated working area, and costs less that the previous 
location.  
 
Paving operations are underway in University Park. Milling work will begin shortly in 
Ward 2. Mr. Gekas asked about the depression in the street pavement on Queens Chapel 
Road near Ms. Phillips’ home. Mr. Beall said that WSSC had done work in that area and 
has installed a temporary patch. Negotiations over the amount of money WSSC will owe 
the Town to pay for permanent paving over the WSSC work areas will begin soon. 
Mayor Tabori explained that the depression was due to settling in the subsoil, and WSSC 
may have to return and repair the area.   
 
Mr. Beall discussed research to identify the oldest tree in University Park. The Town 
Arborist views the willow oak tree at 4400 East-West Highway as being 200 to 250 years 
old. The tree is 58” to 59” in diameter at chest height. An elm tree at 6500 Queens Chapel 
Road is estimated to be 175+ years old. 
 
Most of the trees that fell due to the extraordinary rainfall over the past week were private 
trees that fell into public roads. The estimated expenses to clean up the tree debris is 
$10,000. Ms. Bradley Chacón asked if the maintenance budget had sufficient funds to 
cover this work. Mr. Beall said it did. Mr. Cron thanked Mr. Beall and the Public Works 
Department for their hard work and timeliness.  
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  9.   CONTINUING BUSINESS 

 
A. UPDATE ON BELCREST PLAZA/LANDY PROJECT 
 
Mayor Tabori said he is working to arrange a meeting with Marvin Bloomberg and 
Attorney Chip Reed to discuss storm water management. This ties into the 9-Ponds 
engineering study.  
 
B. TOWN STREET REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE PLAN 

 
No discussion of this agenda item.  
 
C. 9-PONDS UPDATE 
 
No discussion of this agenda item.  
 
D. UPDATE ON CAFRITZ PROPERTY – Council discussion 

 
Mayor Tabori distributed a summary of the central issues raised by the University Park 
community about the Cafritz property, based on email messages, phone calls, letters, and 
public testimony. He noted that the communities of University Park, Riverdale Park, 
College Park, and Hyattsville have worked together very closely and collaboratively on 
raising awareness about their respective concerns.  
 
Mayor Tabori discussed background information on the traffic study. He explained that it 
is necessary for the citizenry to influence the County and the State officials to provide the 
investment to create a road infrastructure on the east side of the Cafritz development.  
 
Mayor Tabori said the importance of the market study is that it profoundly influences 
what is built on the property. He emphasized the importance of the surrounding 
municipalities to achieve the 90% agreement level on the issues the Cafritz property 
represents. Without this agreement, the municipalities will be unable to effect binding 
covenants on the developer. 
 
Mayor Tabori displayed the conceptual site plan for the property. All in attendance 
viewed the drawings while the Mayor reviewed traffic concerns and site placement 
issues. The conceptual site plans indicate up to 1.9 million square feet of retail and 
residential space.   
 
E. SURPLUS PROPERTY, POLICE VEHICLE.  Adoption 

                              

 Motion:  To approve the adoption to declare the 2002 Chevy Impala surplus and 

authorize the Police Chief to dispose of the vehicle by the best possible method. 

 

Moved by: Ms. Toscano  Seconded by: Ms. Bradley Chacón 

Yea: 5     Nay: 0   Abstain: 0 

 

F. TRANSFER OF FUNDS FOR OUR CONTRIBUTION TO A JOINT MARKET 

STUDY FOR THE CAFRITZ PROPERTY WITH HYATTSVILLE, 

COLLEGE PARK AND RIVERDALE PARK.   Introduction 
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 Motion: To approve the introduction to transfer $5000 from Unreserved Funds to 

Government Studies to pay for the cost associated with a market study for the 

Cafritz property provided there are three or more parties participating in the study. 

 

Moved by: Mr. Carey   Seconded by: Ms. Toscano 

Yea: 5     Nay: 0   Abstain: 0 

 

 

G. TRANSFER FUNDS FOR A NEW PHONE SYSTEM.  Adoption           

 

Motion: To approve the adoption to transfer $2500 from Unreserved Funds to 

Small Equipment to cover the cost of the deductible associated with the insurance 

claim to replace the Town’s phone system, damaged due to a storm event.  

 

Moved by: Mr. Cron   Seconded by: Mr. Gekas 

Yea: 5     Nay: 0   Abstain: 0 

 

 10. NEW BUSINESS 

 

A. ILLUMINATION STUDY; STREET LIGHTING AND CRIME PREVENTION 

THROUGH ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN, CPTED.  (STEP-UP)  Introduction 

 

Motion: To approve/disapprove the introduction for a town wide street lighting 

and crime prevention study.  

 

Moved by:    Seconded by:  

Yea:      Nay:    Abstain:  

 

  This agenda item was deferred to the next Council meeting 

 

 

B. COMPOST,  PILOT PROGRAM  (STEP-UP) Introduction 

   

Motion: To approve/disapprove the introduction for a study that explores the 

benefits of diverting kitchen waste to compost rather than sending it to landfills. 

 

Moved by:    Seconded by:  

Yea:      Nay:    Abstain:  

 

  This agenda item was deferred to the next Council meeting 

 

 

C. SPECIAL ELECTION WARD 1 

 

Motion: To approve procedures and dates for Ward 1 Council Member Special 

Election, with candidates having thirty days from today to submit petitions to 
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Town Hall, and the election to be held on October 25, 2011 at Riverdale 

Presbyterian Church from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.  
 

Moved by: Ms. Toscano  Seconded by: Mr. Cron 

Yea: 5     Nay: 0   Abstain: 0 

 

Mayor Tabori said he is appointing representatives from Ward 1, 3, and 5 as the Cafrtiz 

committee, with the Council member from Ward 4 as the backup if one of the other 

members is unavailable.  

 

11.  ADJOURNMENT at 10:15 p.m.  

   

Submitted by: ______________________ 

              John Rogard Tabori 

                    Mayor 

 


