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MEETING OF

          UNIVERSITY PARK MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL

UNIVERSITY PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

4315 UNDERWOOD STREET

7:30 P.M.

May 16, 2011

      REGULAR SESSION
1.   
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Tabori at 7:30 p.m.

Present:
Ms. Mallino, Mr. Carey, Ms. McPherson, Ms. O’Connor, Ms. Bradley Chacón, Ms. Toscano 
Excused: 
Mr. Lucas
Absent:
None 
Town employees in attendance: Public Works Director Mr. Beall, Police Chief Wynnyk, Town Treasurer Mr. Baden, and Town Attorney Ferguson
2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Mr. Carey

3.  OFFICIAL SWEARING IN OF COUNCILMEMBERS-ELECT BY THE MAYOR




Lenford C. Carey, Ward 4 Councilmember




Tracey J. Toscano, Ward 5 Councilmember




Michael B. Cron, Ward 6 Councilmember

Mr. James Charles Gekas, Ward 2 Councilmember, was unable to attend due to an illness in the family.

4.  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Ms. Toscano 

Yea: 6




Nay: 0 

Abstain: 0

5.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:     May 2, 2011 Meeting

Corrections: Agenda item 8A, first paragraph, p. 3: “Mayor Tabori noted that Chief Wynnyk is in Florida, hoping to see the second to last space shuttle launch before his vacation ends.” 

Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Ms. Toscano 

Yea: 6




Nay: 0 

Abstain: 0

6.  PUBLIC COMMENT

 Mr. Tom Stickles said that Prince George’s County has sponsored a Search And Rescue (SAR) team. This is the first county-based team in the state. Two of the team members are from University Park. He said that for the past several years, the Citizen’s Emergency Response Team (CERT) has conducted an emergency response drill. Mr. Stickles asked for permission for the team to hold a drill to search for a missing child, in partnership with the Anne Arundel response team. The most likely time for the event would be in June. Ms. Mallino asked that the Council be notified when the drill was going to take place. 

Motion:  To approve holding an emergency response training drill in the Town of University Park on a Saturday afternoon in June, with Town Hall to be notified in advance of the event.

Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Mr. Carey 

Yea: 6




Nay: 0 

Abstain: 0
Mr. Shea of 6512 40th Avenue thanked Mr. Mickey Lucas for his dedicated service to the Town of University Park and especially to his dedication to restoring the environment and the wildlife in the Town. Mr. Shea said he and his son can now hear bullfrogs and see protected bird species in the Town, including nesting mallard ducks and a yellow-crested heron. Mr. Shea raised the concerns that people are allowing their dogs to be off-leash in the park and letting the dogs disturb and chase nesting mallards. 

Mr. Shea complimented the recent changes in the Town newsletter. However, he asked that the newsletter be restored to carrying the previous level of details, particularly for the crime reports. He said he personally knew of police reports that had been filed but were omitted from the newsletter. Mr. Shea also asked that the list of useful phone numbers be restored to the publication, along with the calendar. Mayor Tabori said the calendar would return in a future edition, and that he would consider adding a note about leash laws and protecting wildlife in the Mayor’s report. Chief Wynnyk said he would talk with Mr. Shea to determine how the police report was not included in the newsletter information.

Ms. Toscano asked Mayor Tabori to ensure that Council meetings are reflected on the calendar on the Town’s web site.  

7.    PERMITS

A. APPLICATION TO INSTALL SHED (2nd Request)

(Rust/O’Rourke, 6505 41st Avenue) Ward 2

                  (At the May 2, 2011 meeting, the Council tabled approval of this application until  
      the applicant redesigned the shed dimensions to reduce the height of the roof        

      peak.)                             
Mr. Rust asked for clarification if the shed had to be built of brick. The house is brick, with wooden clapboard siding on the dormer windows. Attorney Ferguson reviewed the Town ordinances and said vinyl siding would be sufficiently similar to meet the ordinance requirements. Mayor Tabori said the point of concern was the materials, not so much matching the color, within reason. Ms. Toscano and Mr. Rust discussed a beige or neutral color like an earth tone as being appropriate for the vinyl siding. 

Motion:  To approve (2nd/ request) for the installation of a 16’.2”x10’.2”x11’3” wood with vinyl trim shed on Lot 8, Block 19, Section 5-B at 6505 41st Avenue.

Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Mr. Carey 

Yea: 6




Nay: 0 

Abstain: 0

B.  APPLICATION TO INSTALL SHED

      (Dougherty, 4101 Van Buren Street)  Ward 7  

                       Motion:  To approve the installation of an 8’x10’x9’6” wood shed on Lot 4, Block 32, Section 3 at 4101 Van Buren Street. 

Moved by: Ms. Bradley Chacón
Seconded by: Mr. Carey 

Yea: 6




Nay: 0 

Abstain: 0

8.    DEPARTMENT REPORTS
A.  MAYOR’S REPORT- Mayor John Rogard Tabori

Mayor Tabori reported that University Park Elementary School students won two grand prizes and several special prizes at the recent county wide science fair. Mayor Tabori asked if the children could attend the next Council meeting and present their experiments. The Council members agreed. Mayor Tabori said the next meeting would meet slightly earlier, at 7 p.m., in consideration of the children’s ages. 

Mayor Tabori said two Town Public Works department employees have recently been injured from encounters with dogs. One employee was bitten, and the other badly injured his ankle trying to get away from an aggressive dog. Mayor Tabori emphasized the responsibility of the dog owners to keep their dogs on leash and under control at all times. 


B.  REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES- Chief Michael Wynnyk          

Chief Wynnyk provided the April crime report, which is attached at the end of these minutes as Appendix 8B. Chief Wynnyk reported that the May Fair was successful and took place without incident. 

Ms. O’Connor asked if the steering wheel clubs were still available for residents from the University Park Police Department. Chief Wynnyk said that they were, and encouraged residents who have them to use them on their steering wheels on a regular basis.

Chief Wynnyk said the department is preparing to install a license plate reader in one of the patrol cars. This will facilitate monitoring for cars reported as stolen or otherwise flagged a problem in the police reporting database. 

C.  REPORT OF TOWN TREASURER – Daniel R. Baden, C.P.A.

Mr. Baden reviewed the April 2011 budget report. The Council members raised the concern that they did not receive the report in advance of the meeting. Ms. Mallino asked Mr. Baden to forward the minutes to Council members if the Town Clerk was unavailable. 

D.  REPORT OF TOWN ATTORNEY – Suellen M. Ferguson, Esq.

Attorney Ferguson reported on Mayor Tabori’s questions about term limits, the length of terms, and stipends for the Council and the Mayor. She noted that University Park was unusual in providing no stipend to the elected officials, especially since the Town does not have a city manager to assist the Mayor. Attorney Ferguson said there is a provision in the Charter for setting a resolution to approve a stipend. The stipend cannot benefit the Mayor or Council members during their current terms. She reported that making terms concurrent would require adjustments to either shorten or lengthen the current terms, as they are presently staggered. Lifting term limits could be done during a current legislative term.

Mayor Tabori asked the Council for guidance on how to proceed, and whether or not he should ask the Town Attorney to prepare legislation. Ms. Bradley Chacón and Ms. Mallino discussed the best way to proceed. Ms. Mallino recommended having the Rules and Regulations committee review the topic first, then provide guidance to the Town Attorney.  

Attorney Ferguson reported that the state of Maryland required all municipalities to update their ethics code once the state had completed updates to the state code. The state has now completed its updates. Municipalities have until October 1, 2011 to report that they are in compliance. 

Attorney Ferguson reported that property-related expenses incurred by the Town can be placed on the property owner’s tax bill. This would cover situations such as tall grass cutting to remedy a code violation. 

9.   CONTINUING BUSINESS


A.  UPDATE ON BELCREST PLAZA/LANDY PROJECT

Mayor Tabori said he is working to set up a meeting with the two engineers conducting the 9-Pond study. The meeting will take place at Riverdale City Hall, on either May 24th ot May 25th.  

            B.  UPDATE ON CAFRITZ PROPERTY-Mayor Tabori; to include summaries of the  

      following:                                                    

· Traffic Meeting Friday May 6, 2011

· Meeting with Whole Foods Group Thursday May 12, 2011

Mayor Tabori reported on the May 6th traffic meeting at Town Hall. Attendees included Mr. Marty Wells, traffic consultant; Ms. Nancy Randall, lead member of Mr. Well’s team; Attorney Chip Reed representing the property owners; Mr. Tom Stickles; Council member Ms. Toscano, and Mayor Tabori. Mayor Tabori said that University Park was very clear on its position that if the traffic problem can’t be resolved, the Town will not support the development proposal. Mayor Tabori said there is uncertainty on whether or not the State Highway Administration data on traffic volume on U.S. Route 1 is correct. SHA says that 25,000 cars travel in each direction each day. The Town’s red light camera data and the traffic monitoring device installed by the Town yield estimates of 40,000 cars per day. 

The Cafritz developer has proposed placing the traffic control light at Van Buren Street, with a triangular barrier in the median. Mayor Tabori said one unintended consequence of this design is that the Whole Foods would become inconvenient to University Park residents, who are a target market for the store. The traffic barrier to prevent University Park becoming a traffic cut-through for high traffic volumes would also make it impossible for University Park residents to drive directly onto the Cafritz development. 

Mayor Tabori said a major problem in the proposed design is a potential queuing problem for traffic, caused by the short distance between Queens Chapel Road and Van Buren Street. Cafritz intends to build 180,000 to 200,000 square feet of commercial space, and 950 living units. Mayor Tabori noted that there is no continuous sidewalk from the Cafritz property to the University of Maryland, which would inhibit people from being able to walk to the Whole Foods store. 

Mayor Tabori said that state senator Paul Pinsky, district council member Eric Olson  and state delegate Justin Ross and Prince George’s County executive Rushern Baker all attended the May 12th meeting with the Whole Foods representatives. Mayor Tabori said his perspective is that there is no feasible solution to the traffic problem at this time. He said that if the Town wished to conduct an independent traffic study, the Town will need to engage someone outside the immediate area to achieve true independence. Mayor Tabori added that the development timeline is compressed, with Cafritz planning to submit a conceptual site plan by June 2011. Whole Foods has signed a contingent lease to open within two years. The Whole Foods representatives were unable to answer what the impact would be on the MOM’s Organic Market in College Park and the Yes! Organic store preparing to open in Hyattsville.    

     C.  TOWN STREET REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE PLAN

Mayor Tabori said the bids will be opened on May 23rd.  

                 Motion:  To approve hiring and initiating discussions with bond counsel, in order to begin negotiations of the bond terms and conditions, and to return to the Council with a proposed ordinance and recommendation on the bond.                         

Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Ms. Bradley Chacón
Yea: 6




Nay: 0 

Abstain: 0

Mayor Tabori said he would report back to the Council on June 6th.  

      D.  9-PONDS UPDATE

Mayor Tabori said he did not have any updates.  

E.  PART 1: Council Discussion/Public Hearing Of Fiscal Year 2012 Budget

No public comments.  

     PART 2: Legislative Resolution 11-O-03: Fiscal Year 2012 Budget 


         Adoption

                 Motion:  To approve the adoption of Legislative Resolution 11-O-03: Fiscal Year 2012 Budget, with the associated five amendments. 

Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Ms. Toscano 

Yea: 6




Nay: 0 

Abstain: 0


     Legislative Resolution 11-O-03: Fiscal Year 2012 Budget: 

Amendment 1
                 Motion:  To approve budget item F3 be moved from reserved designated funds to unreserved designated and be split into two separate budget items. New item F3 becomes “Road and Sidewalks” and budget item F4 becomes “Park infrastructure”, each item funded in the amount of $200,000.  

Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Mr. Carey 

Yea: 6




Nay: 0 

Abstain: 0


     Legislative Resolution 11-O-03: Fiscal Year 2012 Budget: 

Amendment 2 
                 Motion:  To approve the budgeted amount for budget item G1 Salaries be set at $124,869, which removed the proposed $10,500 for the Mayor’s salary from the budget.

Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Mr. Carey 

Yea: 6




Nay: 0 

Abstain: 0


     Legislative Resolution 11-O-03: Fiscal Year 2012 Budget: 

Amendment 3 
                 Motion:  To approve the budgeted amount for budget item G26 Council Stipend in the amount of $17,000 be removed from the budget.

Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Ms. Toscano 

Yea: 6




Nay: 0 

Abstain: 0


     Legislative Resolution 11-O-03: Fiscal Year 2012 Budget: 

Amendment 4 
                 Motion:  To approve adding new budget line item F0 in the amount of $50,000 under unreserved designated funds for paying the Mayor and Council a stipendium.  

Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Ms. Toscano 

Yea: 6




Nay: 0 

Abstain: 0


     Legislative Resolution 11-O-03: Fiscal Year 2012 Budget: 

Amendment 5 
                 Motion:  To approve adding new budget line item F7 Roads and Sidewalks in the amount of $1,062,500 under reserved designated funds from the bond.  

Moved by: Ms. Bradley Chacón
Seconded by: Mr. Carey 

Yea: 6




Nay: 0 

Abstain: 0

F.  PUBLIC WORKS BUDGET TRANSFER Adoption

Motion:  To approve moving $1500 from the undesignated reserve to building maintenance to cover the costs of installing the new generator in Town Hall (Adoption).

Moved by: Ms. Toscano

Seconded by: Ms. Mallino 

Yea: 6




Nay: 0 

Abstain: 0

10.   NEW BUSINESS

          A.      NEW PUBLIC WORKS GARAGE FACILITY CONTRACT

          Motion:
To approve the contract with Karen L. Sindt (individual landlord) for new Public Works garage facility.

Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Ms. Toscano 

Yea: 6




Nay: 0 

Abstain: 0

11.  
 ADJOURNMENT  at 10:08 p.m. 

Submitted by: ______________________






    
    John Rogard Tabori







              Mayor 

APPENDIX 8B. REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES

Police Information

Crime Statistics (April 1st-30th) 2011

Ward 1 

Theft from Auto – On April 2, 2011 between 2:00am and 2:30am in the 6300 block of Queens Chapel Rd. suspect/s broke the rear vent window of a 1995 Toyota, Corolla and stole a Garmin GPS unit.  No suspect/s was located. Investigation is on-going.

Ward 2

Stolen Auto – On April 1, 2011 1:00am and April 1, 2011 3:30pm in the 4100 block of Tennyson Rd. suspect/s stole a 1998 Nissan/ Altima from in front of the residence. Owner advised that the keys may have been left in the vehicle. The vehicle has been recovered. No suspect/s was located. Investigation is on-going.

Theft- On April 18, 2011 between 7:00am and 6:00pm in the 6400 block of Adelphi Rd. suspect/s stole a red Schwinn mountain type bicycle from an open garage. No suspect/s was located. Investigation is on-going.

Vandalism – On April 29, 2011 at 2:50am in the 6300 and 6400 block of Queens Chapel Rd. a suspect described as a male approx. 5’11’’ wearing black shorts and a red shirt was observed walking down Queens Chapel Rd. breaking car mirrors with his fist. A witnessed chased the suspect across Queens Chapel Rd. but was unable to catch him. Officers responded to search the area and found eight car mirrors had been damaged. No suspect was located. Investigation is on-going.

Ward 3

Theft-  On April 26, 2011 at 2:50pm in the 6700 block of 44th Ave. a 20 year old black male was observed entering a rear yard of the residence and stole mountain type bicycle. Suspect was immediately apprehended by the UPPD. Property was returned to the owner. Case Closed.

Ward 4

Theft from Auto – Between April 13, 2011 9:00pm and April 14, 2011 7:00am in the 4200 block of Woodberry St. suspect/s entered an unlocked 2007 Toyota, Camry and stole a Dell laptop computer. A witness later advised that they observed a subject walking along Woodberry St. checking car door handles at approximately 1:00am in the morning, but did not contact the police. No suspect/s was located. Investigation is on-going.

Ward 5 

Stolen Moped – On April 18, 2011 between 12:30am and 7:00am in the 6900 block of Pineway, suspect/s stole a 2009 Aprilla scooter was stolen from the driveway of a residence. The owner advised that an individual he knew had inquired about purchasing the scooter and that they may be a suspect. Later in the day the owner advised he saw that individual pushing his scooter on Amhurst Rd. and when he approached him the suspect dropped the scooter and left the area. Owner was advised to apply for a warrant. Case Closed.

Ward 6

Ward 7

Stolen Auto – On April 14, 2011 at 4:45pm in the 6900 block of Forest Hill Rd. it was reported that a 2001 Volvo S80 had been stolen. The operator of the vehicle advised he could not recall where he had left the vehicle nor where the vehicle may have been stolen from. Vehicle was later discovered in a Washington D.C. impound lot. Investigation is on-going.

Theft – On April 16, 2011 between 4:30pm and 10:30pm in the 4100 block of Underwood St. suspect/s stole a Cannondale, Road bike from the rear yard of the residence. A possible suspect was questioned, with negative results. Investigation is on-going.

**Anyone with tips regarding crimes committed in University Park is encouraged to contact the UPPD. All information will be kept confidential. Callers wishing to remain anonymous may call Crime Solvers at 1-866-411 TIPS (8477) OR text "PGPD plus your tip" to CRIMES (274637) on your cell phone OR go to http://www.princegeorgescountymd.gov/police/ and submit a tip online.



Page 6

