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MEETING OF

          UNIVERSITY PARK MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL

UNIVERSITY PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

4315 UNDERWOOD STREET

7:30 P.M.

May 2, 2011

      REGULAR SESSION
1.   
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Tabori at 7:30pm

Present:
Ms. Mallino, Mr. Lucas, Mr. Carey, Ms. McPherson, Ms. O’Connor, Ms. Bradley Chacón, Ms. Toscano 
Excused: 
None
Absent:
None 
Town employees in attendance: Public Works Director Mr. Beall and Town Clerk Ms. Amy Headley
2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Ms. Mallino

3.  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

Moved by: Ms. O’Connor

Seconded by: Ms. McPherson

Yea:  7




Nay: 0


Abstain: 0

4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:     April 11, 2011 Meeting

Section 10B, p. 5: change from “Ms. McPherson said she has personally experienced furlongs the past two years as a Prince George’s County schoolteacher.” to “Ms. McPherson said she will experience furloughs for two years as a Prince George’s County employee.”
Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Ms. Toscano
Yea:  7




Nay: 0


Abstain: 0

5.  PUBLIC COMMENT

Mr. Lucas commented that the missing railing on the 41st Avenue bridge was a safety hazard. This is the bridge near the 9-11 Memorial that was damaged when a large tree fell onto it several weeks ago. Mr. Lucas said he sees children crossing the bridge at great speed on foot and on scooters. He said some type of railing was needed for safety and asked if something could be installed temporarily while waiting for insurance reimbursement. Mr. Ron Korcak, a resident on Tennyson Road, asked if the trash catching device could be moved temporarily. The trash catcher is built out of metal stakes and rebar and a person falling off the bridge would be at risk of being injured by the trash catcher. Mayor Tabori said a claim has been filed with the insurance company and the bridge needs to be inspected by a structural engineer. He said Mr. Beall would have more information during his Public Works Department report. 

Mr. Korcak, expressed his concerns about the height of replacement shed his neighbor is planning to build at 6505 41st Avenue. He asked if there is an ordinance on storage or storage structures. Ms. Faye Korcak expressed her concerns about the proposed structure as well. 

6.    PERMITS

A. APPLICATION TO INSTALL SHED 

                  
(Rust/O’Rourke, 6505 41st Avenue) Ward 2

Motion:  To approve the installation of a 16’2” x 10’2” x 13’4” wood with vinyl trim shed on Lot 8, Block 19, Section 5-B at 6505 41st Avenue.

Moved by: Mr. Lucas


Seconded by: Mr. Carey

Yea:  7




Nay: 0


Abstain: 0

Mr. Rust attended the meeting. He addressed the Council and the Mayor on his plans to replace an existing shed with a larger shed that can hold his gardening tools and supplies and the assorted accessories that accompany a family with three children. He said an important consideration is that the shed walls be 8’ high, in order to hang various gardening tools and implements. The shed will not be connected to electrical power. Mr. Lucas, Ms. Toscano, and Mr. Rust discussed dropping the pitch of the roof to reduce the overall height. Mr. Rust pointed out that he modeled his shed on a similar shed located on a nearby property. Mayor Tabori said Mr. Rust would have to go back to the County for a new permit if Mr. Rust changes the shed dimensions and the footprint still exceeds 150 square feet. Town Clerk Ms. Headley reassured Mr. Rust that it’s a much shorter process to revise or amend the existing County permit than to apply for a brand new one.

Motion:  To table approval the installation of a 16’2” x 10’2” x 13’4” wood with vinyl trim shed on Lot 8, Block 19, Section 5-B at 6505 41st Avenue while the homeowner redesigns the shed dimensions to reduce the height of the roof peak.

Moved by: Mr. Lucas


Seconded by: Ms. O’Connor

Yea:  7




Nay: 0


Abstain: 0

B. GOOD DOG CLUB TOWN-WIDE COMMUNITY DOG WALK 

Ms. McPherson asked for clarification in the letter, which mentioned the potential request for funds in the fall. Ms. Kate Quinn, of 6409 Queens Chapel Road, explained that there may be plans for a fundraiser and the Club may request support for advertising the event. The purpose would be to replace the funds previously raised and donated to University Park Elementary School when the dog walk took place during the Azalea Classic. 

Motion:  To approve the application for the Good Dog Club Town-Wide Community Dog Walk on Friday, June 10, 2011 (rain date June 24th) 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. through the streets of University Park.

Moved by: Ms. O’Connor

Seconded by: Ms. Bradley Chacón
Yea:  7




Nay: 0


Abstain: 0
7.   CONSENT AGENDA
Motion:  To approve the following consent agenda item.

A.   APPLICATION TO REPAVE EXISTING CONCRETE DRIVEWAY 

                    (Babington, 4331 Clagett Road) Ward 5

Moved by: Ms. Toscano

Seconded by: Ms. McPherson 

Yea: 7 




Nay: 0 

Abstain: 0

8.    DEPARTMENT REPORTS

A.  MAYOR’S REPORT- Mayor John Rogard Tabori

Mayor Tabori noted that Chief Wynnyk is in Florida, hoping to see the last space shuttle launch before his vacation ends. 

Mayor Tabori reported that a contract has been negotiated to rent better garage space for the University Park public works vehicles. He said he intends to present the contract for Council consideration on May 16. 

A new recycling contract has been negotiated. The contract will be signed shortly, and will contribute a small positive cash flow to the overall Town budget.   

Mayor Tabori has been talking with the Town Attorney on a number of topics. One of the questions is the legal basis for providing a stipend to the Mayor and Council members. A second question is lifting the term limit restriction; the final question is shifting the timing for when Council members are elected versus when the budget vote must be taken. Under the current system, incoming Council members have less than a week to review the budget before taking a vote. Mayor Tabori’s recommendation is to shift the start of the new term on July 1. 

No new information on the Belcrest development. Mayor Tabori said a storm water management bill has been introduced to the County Council, which means that the Landy property will be able to apply for grading permits once the bill passes. 

Paving contract will be submitted to Town Hall no later than May 16th. 

Mayor Tabori said he is preparing to meet with the Hyattsville administrator to set up a meeting in order to receive the engineer’s report on 9-Ponds. The Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) committee (University Park, Hyattsville, and Riverdale Park) and the three developers (Landy, University Town Center, Belcrest) will participate. 

There is an upcoming meeting for the Cafritz Committee (Ms. Mallino, Ms. McPherson, and Ms. Toscano) to review the Cafritz traffic study at Town Hall on Friday, May 6th at 3pm. Mayor Tabori was pleased that the detailed raw data is now available for U.S. Route 1 traffic. Mayor Tabori also mentioned that there is an upcoming meeting between local legislators and the Whole Foods group that is considering placing a store in the Cafritz development.  


B.  REPORT ON PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT – Mr. Mickey Beall                                                                                                                                               

Mr. Beall reported that Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission (WSSC) was in Ward 5 addressing sewer backups that took place on Holly Hill. The work will take one and a half weeks and will require replacing piping, two manhole covers, and five house connections. 

Paving contractors have been picking up the bid packages from Town Hall. May 9th is the mandatory pre-bid meeting. 

Town Hall has a new generator, hardwired into the building’s electrical system and running off natural gas. There were several unforeseen expenses in the project, and Mr. Beall provided a letter to Town Council explaining the need for additional funds. 

The damaged bridge at 41st Avenue has been inspected and cleared by the structural engineer. Mr. Beall is waiting for the contractor to do the work; the insurance claim has been approved. 

Mr. Beall inspected the Tot Lot and found that the wood chip depth was only 5 inches, instead of the desired 9-inch depth. In October 2009 50 cubic yards of Wood Carpet( wood chips were installed at a cost of $1500. Ms. Jenny Glenn, a town resident on Woodberry Street, asked Mr. Beall to check several deep holes left in the Town park after tree stumps had rotten away. There are several holes in the area along Wells Run between the bridge at Beechwood Street and the tennis courts, on the west side of the stream.

Motion:  To approve moving $2000 from the undesignated reserve to park maintenance to install 50 cubic yard of Wood Carpet( at the Tot Lot to a depth of 9 inches or greater.

Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Ms. McPherson

Yea:  7




Nay: 0


Abstain: 0

Motion:  To approve moving $1500 from the undesignated reserve to building maintenance to cover the costs of installing the new generator in Town Hall (Introduction).

Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Ms. Toscano

Yea:  7




Nay: 0


Abstain: 0


C.  TOWN CLERK’S REPORT – Ms. Amy Headley

Ms. Headley said that archiving activities were taking place in Town Hall three days a week. Among the many interesting discoveries is a map of the D.C. area from 1926, which includes University Park. Mr. Robert Headley is serving as the editor for the University Park Anniversary book. 

Ms. Headley is coordinating with elections supervisor Mr. Ed Lee in preparing for tomorrow’s Town election. Ms. Headley said she was able to save the town several hundred dollars by printing the ballots at Town Hall. 

Ms. Headley is working on collecting together all of the information related to University Park conservation activities. She noted that the office cleaning supplies use environmentally friendly materials, and the office supplies are almost completely made of recycled post-consumer materials, including the paperclips. She is working with the other Town Clerks to develop a freecycle list for supplies. 

Mr. Carey expressed concern that this year’s election signage was not as visible as in previous years. Ms. Headley noted his concern, but explained that they did meet the Town’s legal requirement. The large paper posters used in the last election were damaged in the rain and removed, not by the Town, in a number of locations. She said that in addition to the posters, residents were notified of the election multiple times, in a variety of formats over the last few months including: several mentions in the UP newsletter, signing a candidate’s petition would give them advance knowledge, both patch.com and the Gazette covered the election, the UP Google group, upmd.org enotices, and the PG Board of Election voter notification cards.
            D.  REPORT ON DOE GRANTS/STEP-UP! – Mr. Chuck Wilson                   

Mr. Wilson reported on the project status. The first quarterly status report has been submitted to the Department of Energy. The report numbers of program participants continues to trend upwards. 68 energy audits have been conducted. About 30% of the people who request audits move forward to start implementing the recommendations for retrofits and improvements. The solar project discussion with the school board is expected sometime in the next week or two. 45 people attended the community outreach session in April. The next event will be held in June.   
9.   CONTINUING BUSINESS

A.       UPDATE ON BELCREST PLAZA/LANDY PROJECT

Mayor Tabori said he did not have anything to directly report, outside of the budget report later in the agenda.

      B.  
TOWN STREET REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE PLAN

Mayor Tabori said he did not have anything to directly report, outside of the budget report later in the agenda.

      C. 
9-PONDS UPDATE
Mayor Tabori reported on this topic during the Mayor’s Report, in agenda item 7A.
D.
LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION 11-O-03: Fiscal 2012 Budget
Motion:  To approve/disapprove the adoption of Legislative Resolution 11-O-03: Fiscal 2012 Budget.

Moved by:



Seconded by: 

Yea:  




Nay: 


Abstain: 

10.   NEW BUSINESS


A.
COUNCIL DISCUSSION OF THE FISCAL 2012 BUDGET

Ms. Mallino described her concerns and thoughts on the funding for street maintenance. She said she felt that it was a grave mistake to leave Queens Chapel Road and the bridges out of the engineering estimates. She proposed the Town take out an infrastructure bond. Mayor Tabori said that University Park has received a $30,000 grant for a study to investigate making Queens Chapel Road a green street. He added that there is additional funding available from the Environmental Protection Agency and the Maryland State Highway Administration. 

Motion:  To enter into Executive Session to discuss the paving contract negotiations at 9:20 p.m.

Moved by: Ms. McPherson

Seconded by: Ms. Bradley Chacón

Roll Call Vote:
Mallino

Yea

Lucas


Yea


McPherson

Yea


Carey


Yea


Toscano

Yea


O’Connor

Yea


Bradley Chacón
Yea


Yea:  7

Nay: 0


Abstain: 0





Motion passes, 7 Aye to 0 Nay. 

Motion:  To exit the Executive Session and return to public Council discussions at 9:43 p.m.

Moved by: Ms. Mallino
Seconded by: Ms. McPherson

Roll Call Vote:
Mallino

Yea

Lucas


Yea


McPherson

Yea


Carey


Yea


Toscano

Yea


O’Connor

Yea


Bradley Chacón
Yea


Yea:  7

Nay: 0


Abstain: 0



Motion passes, 7 Aye to 0 Nay. 

Ms. Mallino and Mr. Carey discussed the pros and cons and legal differences of designated and undesignated reserve funds in the Town budget. She explained that designated reserves can legally only be used for the designated purpose. Examples of designated reserves in the current budget are the cemetery funds and the cable capital equipment fund. 

Mayor Tabori stressed the importance of maintaining the 25% rule for undesignated reserves. The undesignated reserves should never fall below 25% of the Town’s annual budget. He said that in the case of a complex bond that is large relative to the size of the Town’s budget, it is appropriate to consider the percentage against the combined amount of the undesignated and designated reserves. Another important metric of fiscal health is to ensure the Town’s total debt load is 60% or less, and the Town’s debt is well below this amount. 

The Council discussed and agreed to split line item F3 into line items F3 and F4, each budgeted with $200,000. Line item F3 is renamed Streets and Sidewalk, and line item F4 is named Parks and Park Infrastructure. 

11.  
 ADJOURNMENT  at 10:10 p.m. 

Submitted by: ______________________






    
    John Rogard Tabori







              Mayor 
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