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LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION 11-01

Charter Resolution of the Town of University Park, Maryland, pursuant to the authority of Article XI-E of the Constitution of Maryland and Section 13 of Article 23A of the Annotated Code of Maryland, as amended, to amend the Charter of the Town of University Park, by repealing and re-enacting Article III, “Mayor and Common Council”, Section 311, "Enactment of Ordinances”, of said Charter to delete the option that allows one-half of the persons who voted in the last general election to petition an ordinance to referendum and retain the option that allows 20% of the qualified voters of the Town to petition an ordinance to referendum.


Section 1:  Be it resolved and ordained by the Mayor and Common Council of University Park that Article III, “Mayor and Common Council”, Section 311, "Enactment of Ordinances" of the Charter of the Town of University Park be repealed and re-enacted as follows:

Section 311. Enactment of Ordinances

(a) Enactment. A proposed Ordinance shall be introduced only in written or printed form, which shall indicate the sponsor(s) of said Ordinance. A Council vote shall be required for introduction of a proposed Ordinance. A proposed Ordinance shall be introduced at a regular meeting of the Mayor and Common Council. Notice of the introduction of a proposed Ordinance must be published in the Town newsletter. The notice shall include a fair summary of the proposed ordinance, and state the earliest meeting at which it may be considered for passage. No Ordinance shall be passed at the meeting at which it is introduced but shall be passed, amended and/or passed, rejected, or its consideration deferred to some future date at a special or regular Council meeting held not less than six (6) days nor more than one hundred and twenty (120) days after the meeting at which it was introduced, unless otherwise extended by a vote of the Council. In cases of emergency, any provision that an Ordinance may not be passed at the meeting at which it is introduced, and/or for the delay in the effective date of an Ordinance may be suspended by the affirmative vote of four (4) members of the Common Council.
(b) Effective Date. Every Ordinance, unless passed as an emergency Ordinance, shall become effective upon such date as the Common Council may prescribe, but, in no event, less than twenty (20) calendar days following approval by the Mayor, or passage by the Common Council over the Mayor's veto. A complete and exact copy of the Ordinance shall be posted at the main public place for a period of not less than ten (10) days following its adoption and a fair summary thereof shall be published at least once in a newspaper having general circulation in the community. An emergency Ordinance shall become effective on the date specified on the Ordinance but no Ordinance shall become effective until approved by the Mayor or passed over the Mayor's veto.

(c) Veto. All ordinances passed by the Council shall be promptly delivered to the Mayor for his approval. If the Mayor approves any Ordinance, he shall sign it. If the Mayor fails to sign the Ordinance within fifteen (15) days of passage by the Common Council, it shall be considered disapproved. The Mayor shall notify the Council of his intention to disapprove an Ordinance no later than the fifteenth day after passage of the Ordinance. Any Ordinance approved by the Mayor shall be law. Any disapproved Ordinance shall not become a law unless subsequently passed by a favorable vote of five members of the Common Council at the next regular meeting of the Mayor and Common Council or at a special meeting called to consider the proposed Ordinance.

(d) Referendum. If, before the expiration of twenty (20) calendar days following approval of any Ordinance by the Mayor or passage of any Ordinance over the Mayor's veto, a petition is filed with the Clerk containing the signatures of not less than twenty percentum (20%) of the qualified voters of the Town and requesting that the Ordinance, or any part thereof, be  submitted to a vote of the qualified voters of the Town for their approval or disapproval, the Common Council shall have the Ordinance, or the part thereof requested for referendum, submitted to a vote of the qualified voters of the Town at the next regular town election or, in the Council's discretion, at a special election occurring before the next regular election. No Ordinance, or the part thereof requested for referendum, shall become effective following the receipt of such petition until and unless approved at the election by a majority of the qualified voters voting on the question. An emergency Ordinance, or the part thereof requested for referendum, shall continue in effect for sixty (60) days following receipt of such petition. If the question of approval or disapproval of any emergency Ordinance, or any part thereof, has not been submitted to the qualified voters within sixty (60) days following receipt of the petition, the operation of the Ordinance, or the part thereof requested for referendum, shall be suspended until approved by a majority of the qualified voters voting on the question at any election. Any Ordinance, or part thereof, disapproved by the voters, shall stand repealed. The provisions of this section shall not apply to any Ordinance, or part thereof, passed under the authority of Sections 614 and 616, levying property taxes for the payment of indebtedness. The provisions of this section shall be self‑executing, but the Common Council may adopt ordinances in furtherance of these procedures.  
[(e) Suspension of Ordinance. An Ordinance may be suspended if one‑half of the voters of the Town who voted at the last general election sign a petition demanding suspension of such Ordinance. The petition shall be filed within thirty (30) days after enactment of the Ordinance with the Clerk. The Mayor and Common Council shall reconsider the Ordinance. If they decide not to repeal it, they shall submit it to a vote of the qualified voters of the Town at the next election. If the next election shall occur more than ninety (90) days after the decision of the Mayor and a Common Council, the Mayor and Common Council shall call a special election to decide whether the proposed Ordinance shall become law. The Ordinance shall become operative only if a majority of the votes cast at the election are favorable to it. ]

Section 2:  Be it further resolved that this resolution shall become effective fifty days after enactment by the Mayor and Common Council of University Park, Maryland, unless petitioned to referendum in a manner prescribed by law.
Section 3:  Be it further resolved that a complete and exact copy of this proposed Charter amendment shall be posted on the entrance door of the Town Hall of University Park, 6724 Baltimore Avenue, University Park, Maryland, for a period of not less than forty (40) days, and a fair summary of this Charter amendment shall be published at least four times on four successive weeks within that forty day period in a newspaper having general circulation in the community.


APPROVED this ______ day of __________________, 2011.

ATTEST:                         

 
MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL

                                



 TOWN OF UNIVERSITY PARK

______________________________             By:____________________________________

Amy S. Headley, Clerk
                                          John Rogard Tabori, Mayor

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGAL SUFFICIENCY







_____________________________________







Suellen M. Ferguson, Town Attorney

____________________________________________ 

EXPLANATION:

CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW

[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law

**Asterisks** indicate provisions of existing law which have been omitted from resolution  and remain
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