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MEETING OF

UNIVERSITY PARK MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL

UNIVERSITY PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

4315 UNDERWOOD STREET

7:30 P.M.

      December 6, 2010
        REGULAR SESSION 

1.  
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Tabori at 7:30 PM.

Present:
Ms. Mallino, Mr. Lucas, Ms. Toscano, Mr. Carey, Ms. McPherson, Ms. O’Connor
Excused: 
None
Absent:
Ms. Bradley Chacón
Town employees in attendance: Police Chief Michael Wynnyk, Public Works Director Mr. Michael Beall, and Town Clerk Ms. Amy Headley

2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Ms. Toscano. 

3.  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

Moved by: Ms. Toscano

Seconded by: Mr. Carey

Yea:  6



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0

4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:     November 15, 2010 Meeting

Change the wording on item 7B, p. 3 from “There is an increasing problem with prostitution along the U.S. Route 1 corridor.” to “There is an ongoing problem with prostitution along the U.S. Route 1 corridor.”  
Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Ms. Toscano

Yea:  6



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0

5.  PUBLIC COMMENT

Ms. Serap Rada of 4010 Tennyson Road and Mr. Martin Smeal of 4011 Tennyson Road addressed the Council and the Mayor on the topic of traffic accidents on Tennyson Road. Ms. Rada has suffered hit and run accidents that have damaged her car eight times over the past several years. The side view mirror on her car has been repeatedly torn off. She noted that she has addressed the Council previously seeking traffic calming measures or other measures to slow down traffic for her section of Tennyson Road. Another possible suggestion is to restrict street parking to one side of the street, as the street is extremely narrow when cars park on both sides of the road.  Mr. Smeal said that cars and school buses are moving through the street in excess of the posted 25 miles-per-hour speed limit. His car has lost a rear-view mirror and also been struck on the back bumper. Mr. Smeal noted his concerns for his young daughter, who is at risk from the excessive traffic speed. 

Mr. Lucas noted that in addition to the car and bus traffic, there is a great deal of delivery truck traffic onto the street. Once on Tennyson Road, the trucks end up having to turn around and/or back out of the street as the street does not connect through. Mr. Lucas further noted his ongoing concerns about the fact that drivers do not stop at stop signs in the Town. He said he had discussed the results of the previous traffic studies with Mr. Jim Cook, the traffic engineer who has done previous studies in University Park. Ms. Mallino said that some road alterations may be needed to calm traffic. Ms. Rada and Ms. Toscano discussed the problem. 

Mr. Carey asked how speed humps have performed elsewhere within the Town. Mayor Tabori said that speed humps installed on Pineway have been shown to reduce traffic speeds. Mayor Tabori said he has talked with Mr. Beall about adding one speed hump on Tennyson Road. Mr. Carey raised the question of making the street one way only, outbound to Adelphi Road. Ms. Rada favored restricting parking to only one side of the street. Mayor Tabori had concerns about restricting parking to one side of the street, as that may have the effect of actually increasing traffic speed. He said he would take a look at the street in person; he had reservations about making the street a one-way street. 

Ms. McPherson and Ms. Toscano raised the concern about the school bus traffic. Chief Wynnyk spoke to the truck traffic problem on Tennyson Road, as traffic bound for the elementary school is routed there by GPS navigation systems, only to discover this is not a through road. The University Park Police Department has worked to inform the school bus drivers and dispatch office about traffic requirements. This can be a challenge as there is a great deal of turn-over with the bus drivers. 

Mayor Tabori committed to having a speed hump installed on Tennyson Road within 6o days. Mr. Beall said the Public Works Department has the necessary parts to install a speed hump. The work crews need to finish leaf pickup before focusing on the installation of the speed hump, as there is a deadline for leaf recycling drop-offs at the processing center. Mr. Smeal advocated for considering making the street one-way as well.  

6.    PERMITS


A.  
APPLICATION TO INSTALL 4’ FENCE WITH GATES

                  
(Zurmuhlen/Morris, 6908 Wells Parkway)  Ward 7

Mr. Zurmuhlen addressed the Council and the Mayor to explain his permit request. Mayor Tabori requested that Mr. Zurmuhlen provide written permission from the adjoining homeowners concerning the location of the side gates in the fence. The gates would allow access onto the adjoining neighbors’ properties. Mayor Tabori said the permit would be issued once the written permissions were received. 
Motion:  To approve the installation of a 4’ black aluminum fence with 2 front, 2 side and 1 back gate (all 4’) on Lot 3, Block 42 at 6908 Wells Parkway.

Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Mr. Lucas

Yea:  6



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0


B.
PARKING WAIVER RENEWAL FOR RENTAL PROPERTY



(Hosseini, 6704 40th Avenue) Ward 6


Motion:  To approve the application for an on-street, six month parking waiver renewal for up to five vehicles at 6704 40th Avenue.

Moved by: Ms. O’Connor

Seconded by: Ms. Mallino

Yea:  6



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0


C.
PARKING WAIVER RENEWAL FOR RENTAL PROPERTY
                  
(Ng, 6705 40th Avenue)  Ward 6


Motion: To approve the application for an on-street, six-month parking waiver renewal for up to 5 vehicles at 6705 40th Avenue.

Moved by: Ms. O’Connor

Seconded by: Mr. Carey

Yea:  6



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0

7.  
DEPARTMENT REPORTS

A.  
MAYOR’S REPORT- Mayor John Rogard Tabori

Mayor Tabori attended the inauguration ceremony for incoming Prince George’s County executive Rushern Baker. Mayor Tabori recalled a personal anniversary connected with this inauguration, as this is the 50th anniversary of Mayor Tabori’s first political campaigning activities, for the election of John F. Kennedy.

B. REPORT ON THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS – Mickey Beall, 

Director


Mr. Beall said that Schummer Construction has completed all of their Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission (WSSC) work. The sewer repair work is also drawing to a close. WSSC contractor Metra is working on Queens Chapel Road. Mr. Beall said that WSSC has assured him that all work in Town will be completed by Christmas. County tree work along Adelphi Road is pending. 

Mr. Beall reported that leaf collection is proceeding. The last day for leaf collection is January 7. The Town’s snow equipment has been tuned up and is ready for any snowfall. Mr. Beall said that he and Mr. Sidhu, the Town Engineer, attended a flood insurance rate map meeting. A new rate map will be put in place within the next two years. Ms. Mallino asked if the snowplows were fitted with rubber blades. Mr. Beall said they were not. 

Mayor Tabori said Town Hall is preparing a final punch list of fixes for street and curb repairs for WSSC. 

C.        TOWN CLERK’S REPORT - Amy S. Headley

Ms. Headley provided a report on the status of her regular duties and responsibilities. She is responsible for daily operations of Town Hall; supervising the two part-time Town bus drivers Mr. Jules Oxner and Mr. Johnny Smith, and office assistant Ms. Mary Stultz; responding to building permit requests; and preparing the materials for the Town Council meeting (agendas, meeting venue, posting minutes and agenda on town website etc). 

Ms. Headley reported on the ridership statistics and operations of the Town shuttle bus. The shuttle runs to Prince George’s Plaza metro station from 6 am to 9:24 am and from 4:05 pm to 7:35 pm; the Call-A-Bus service runs Monday-Friday from 9:45 am to 1 pm. One weekly highlight is the well-attended regular Tuesday trip to Giant Foods for senior citizens in the community. 

D.
INTRODUCTION OF DOE GRANT PROJECT MANAGER/ENERGY COACH-               Suzanne Parmet

Mayor Tabori introduced Ms. Suzanne Parmet. The STEP-UP launch event will be held on January 22. Ms. Toscano asked Ms. Parmet what the final product of the energy grant contract will look like. Ms. Parmet discussed developing a toolkit for residents and creating a template/model for energy efficiency improvements that can be used by other municipalities. Mr. Carey and Ms. Mallino discussed the program. 

Mayor Tabori spoke to the financial aspects of the program – essentially the program operates as a loan program. Town Hall is making progress on finding a banking partner for the loans. Mayor Tabori said Town Hall is in discussions with Mr. Chuck Wilson about retaining Mr. Wilson as a paid principal investigator on the program. 

Mayor Tabori said Ms. Parmet will have a desk at Town Hall, as well as an email address.

8.   CONTINUING BUSINESS


A.       UPDATE ON BELCREST PLAZA/LANDY PROJECT

Mayor Tabori had no new information to report.


B.  
TOWN STREET REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE PLAN

Mayor Tabori and the Town Engineer Mr. Sidhu discussed the street repair plan. Mayor Tabori distributed a map of the Town, with the streets color-coded according to the proposed phases of the repair work. Mayor Tabori also distributed a cost spreadsheet. The spreadsheet was organized in two parts. Items in section A3 include everything marked on the color-coded street map. Items in section B3 includes everything except the blue portions of the street map. Mayor Tabori said 7 year bonds in the amount of $500,000 are currently available at 2.67% interest rate. 10 year bonds are available at 3.11% interest. He said the target date for releasing the Request For Proposal (RFP) to paving contractors is early January/late February. Ms. Mallino asked if the RFP would be for the entire Town. Mr. Sidhu said yes, the RFP would be for the entire Town. 


Motion: To authorize the administration to develop a bid proposal to pave +/- ten miles of road with the attendance concrete work in the Town of University Park.

Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Ms. Toscano

Yea:  6



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0

9.   NEW BUSINESS


A.
2011 UNIVERSITY PARK PROPOSED COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE

Motion: To approve the 2011 University Park Proposed Council Meeting Schedule.

Moved by: Ms. McPherson

Seconded by: Mr. Lucas

Yea:  6



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0


B.  SPECIAL HOLIDAY COMPENSATION FOR TOWN EMPLOYEES


Motion: To approve for 2010 special holiday compensation in the amount of $300.00 net of deductions for each current, active employee as of December 1 of that year.

Moved by: Mr. Lucas


Seconded by: Ms. O’Connor

Yea:  6



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0

10.   ADJOURNMENT  at 9:40 pm. 

Submitted by: ______________________






    
    John Rogard Tobori







              Mayor
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