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MEETING OF

UNIVERSITY PARK MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL

UNIVERSITY PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

4315 UNDERWOOD STREET

7:30 P.M.

      November 15, 2010
        REGULAR SESSION 

1.  
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Tabori at 7:30 PM.
Present:
Ms. Mallino, Mr. Lucas, Ms. Toscano, Mr. Carey, Ms. Bradley Chacón
Excused: 
Ms. McPherson, Ms. O’Connor
Absent:
None
Town employees in attendance: Police Chief Michael Wynnyk, Town Attorney Ms. Suellen Ferguson, Town Treasurer Mr. Dan Baden, and Public Works Director Mr. Michael Beall

2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led Mr. Carey.

3.  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

Agenda item 9A/B Town Audit Report was moved to follow agenda item 6C.

Moved by: Ms. Toscano

Seconded by: Mr. Lucas

Yea:  5



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0

4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:     November 1, 2010 Meeting

Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Ms. Toscano

Yea:  4



Nay: 0


Abstain: 1 (Mr. Carey)

5.  PUBLIC COMMENT

None.

6.    PERMITS


A.  
APPLICATION TO INSTALL WALKWAY



(Boschetti, 4206 Sheridan Street) Ward 1

Ms. Boschetti addressed the Council and the Mayor. Mr. Carey asked about the impermeable area on the property. Mayor Tabori said the County does not include walkways in the calculations of impermeable areas. The County direction on this matter is unclear. Ms. Bradley Chacón asked if the County provided training to Council members in this area. Mayor Tabori said the County did not offer such training.

Motion: To approve the installation of a 25’x 3’ paved concrete walkway on Lot 8, Block 9, Section 2 at 4206 Sheridan Street.

Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Ms. Bradley Chacón
Yea:  5



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0


B.
APPLICATION TO ENLARGE WINDOW FOR EGRESS; INSTALL NEW WINDOW (Boschetti, 4206 Sheridan Street) Ward 1


Motion:  To approve the enlarging of an existing window in the basement to meet egress code 32” x 40”; to install new window in basement 14” x 30” on Lot 8, Block 9, Section 2 at 4206 Sheridan Street. The Town shall have the right of inspection upon completion of the work.

Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Mr. Lucas

Yea:  5



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0


C.
APPLICATION TO MAKE MISCELLANEOUS IMPROVEMENTS



(Tate, 6521 Adelphi Road)  Ward 2

Mayor Tabori said the Town Engineer has reviewed and signed off on the plans.

Motion:  To approve the replacement of an existing concrete driveway and to enlarge driveway by 10’x 32’; to replace existing concrete walkway and to add new 2’.5”x 34’ concrete walkway; to replace existing 7’x4’ landing in front of deck on Lot 15, Block 21, Section 5-A at 6521 Adelphi Road. Any final conditions will be subject to field meeting with Town Engineer.

Moved by: Mr. Lucas

Seconded by: Ms. Mallino

Yea:  5



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0


D.
RENEWAL PARKING WAIVER FOR RENTAL PROPERTY
   
 (Reid, 6713 Queens Chapel Road) Ward 3

 
Motion:  To approve six month renewal parking waiver for up to two vehicles at 6713 Queens Chapel Road. 

Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Mr. Carey

Yea:  5



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0

7.  
DEPARTMENT REPORTS

A.  
MAYOR’S REPORT- Mayor John Rogard Tabori

Mayor Tabori proposed having Town Clerk Ms. Amy Headley report to Council on a monthly basis on the information being handled by Town Hall, starting December 6. Mayor Tabori said he also considering moving the report of the Public Works Director to the first Council session each month. 

Mayor Tabori said that Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission (WSSC) has issued an order to its contractors to do no construction work over the Thanksgiving week. One contractor has approached Town Hall and asked for permission to work on Monday and Tuesday. Ms. Mallino asked if we would inform WSSC, and if WSSC would make inspectors available to respond to any Town concerns or problems then she would agree to the Mayor’s proposal. Mr. Carey said that residents on Van Buren Street were asked to allow the heavy equipment to stay on the street overnight in order for the work to be finished faster, and Van Buren Street residents agreed to the request. Expediting the work so the heavy equipment can be removed from the Town more quickly is in everyone’s interest. Mayor Tabori said he intends to allow all three WSSC contractors to work on Monday and Tuesday of Thanksgiving week. 

Mr. Carey recommended adding the STEP-UP! energy coach as one of the people making regular reports to the Council.  


B.        REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES- Chief Michael Wynnyk

Chief Wynnyk distributed a handout of the October Crime Statistics report, which is included in these minutes as Attachment 7B.

Mr. Carey said he attended the District 1 police meeting in College Park. There has been a significant increase in scrap metal thefts. There is an increasing problem with prostitution along the U.S. Route 1 corridor. 

C.        REPORT OF TOWN TREASURER – Daniel R. Baden, C.P.A.

Mr. Baden reviewed the October treasurer’s reports, which are included in these minutes as Attachment 7C. Mr. Baden said the Department of Energy (DOE) grant in the amount of $1.425 Million was reflected in the budget.

Ms. Mallino raised a question about costing the work for police vehicle maintenance. Mr. Baden explained that the effect of the reimbursements and insurance deductibles for police vehicle accidents on this budget line item. Mayor Tabori noted the differences between a view of the budget on a year-to-date and on a monthly basis. 


D.       REPORT ON THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS – Mickey Beall, Director


Mr. Beall reported that leaf collection season is in full swing. The schedule of leaf pick-ups are posted on the Town web site. 

Mr. Beall reported that there are three companies carrying out construction work in University Park. Work is progressing on the Adelphi Road street and sidewalk repairs. The County will replace all trees in the median as well as nine trees in the curb boxes on the University Park side of Adelphi Road. The choice of replacement trees is constrained by the high exposure to road salt that the trees receive. The Council and Mr. Beall discussed candidate species for replacement; the consensus was pink single-trunk crape myrtles would be the best choice. Mr. Carey asked if Mr. Beall had selected spring street tree planting locations. Mr. Beall said that locations have been identified in general terms, but not down to the specific addresses. 

Mr. Lucas discussed storm water management issues in the surrounding jurisdictions, and noted that the Blue Plains sewage treatment plant does not have the capacity to handle the planned increases in sewage. 


E.       REPORT OF TOWN ATTORNEY – Suellen M. Ferguson, Esq.

Attorney Ferguson said the State of Maryland is requiring local governments to amend their local ethics codes. She is awaiting a template of the amendment from the state and will review it once she receives it. On a personal note, Attorney Ferguson is celebrating her 25th anniversary as the Town’s attorney. 

Mr. Lucas raised questions about the clear-cutting of the woods behind St. Mark’s Church as part of the development taking place there. The clear-cutting appears to be in violation of the permits for the development. 

8.   CONTINUING BUSINESS


A.       UPDATE ON BELCREST PLAZA/LANDY PROJECT

Mayor Tabori said there were no new updates on the project. No new permits will be issued until the District Council addresses the storm water management legislation. Mr. Chip Reed, the attorney representing the Landy project, is interested in meeting with University Park to discuss the traffic management issues at the Cafritz property. Mayor Tabori said he wants to ensure any traffic discussions cover the entire local area, including Prince George’s Plaza. 


B.  
TOWN STREET REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE PLAN

Mayor Tabori distributed three alternative plans for carrying out street repairs. He said he favored the plan proposed by the Town Engineer.  Mr. Carey pointed out the necessity of postponing the Underwood Street work until summer, when school is not in session. 

Ms. Mallino asked about synchronizing the street repairs with the WSSC reimbursement rate. Mayor Tabori said that there is approximately $755,000 available for Phase I of the street repair program. The first week in February is the critical time for releasing the Request for Quote (RFQ) to paving contractors. Ms. Mallino asked that Tuckerman and Sheridan Street be looked at to ensure they are properly represented in the repair plans.  

9.   NEW BUSINESS


A.
TOWN AUDIT REPORT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2010-Frank DeFroda-Barbacane, Thorton & Company LLP

Mr. DeFroda and Mr. Mike Mood presented the Town audit report. They reported that the Town had received a clean financial opinion.  


B.
WRITE-OFF OF ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 

Mr. Baden explained the background on the proposal. These are expenses that the Town does not expect to ever pay out, and accordingly wants to treat as a reduction in expenses for the current period. The offset would be applied to either the street repairs or tree/park maintenance line items in the budget. 

Ms. Mallino asked for clarification on how to handle the reduction in expenses. Attorney Ferguson said that this serves as a credit to the actual expenditure column of the line item, which does not affect the budget line items. 


Motion:  To approve writing off the following accounts payable and reducing a Public Works line item for the $6,724.62:

1. Greenman- Pedersen, Inc. – Traffic Calming Route 1 - $638.54

2. Greenman- Pedersen, Inc. – Stream Bank Construction - $3,837.68

3. Greenman-Pedersen, Inc. – Soccer Field - $304.15

4. Natco – Office Furniture - $463.20

5. Northeast Electric – Clock - $1,481.05

     






  Total: $6,724.62

Moved by: Ms. Bradley Chacón
Seconded by: Mr. Lucas

Yea:  5



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0


Motion:  To approve restoring to the actual expenditure column of the Building Maintenance line item 6015-01 the amount of $6,724.62.

Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Ms. Toscano

Yea:  5



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0


C.   
UPDATE ON STEP-UP GRANT

The STEP-UP! grant program report from their recent meeting was distributed and reviewed by Council.


D.   
REVISED WELLS RUN MOU AGREEMENT

Riverdale Park will revisit the MOU agreement during their November 29 Council meeting. Mr. Lucas expressed concerns about Hyattsville’s commitment and engagement in the process. He advocated moving forward with filings under the federal Clean Water Act. Mayor Tabori noted the importance of strengthening the positive relationship with Riverdale Park. Ms. Bradley Chacón expressed her appreciation to everyone who worked on the MOU.   


Motion:  To approve the revised version of the Wells Run MOU that was approved by the Hyattsville City Council and signed by their Mayor.

Moved by: Ms. Toscano

Seconded by: Mr. Carey

Yea:  5



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0

10.  An Executive Session Was Called at 9:50 pm to discuss filling the STEP-UP! energy coach position
Motion: To enter into Executive Session at 9:50 p.m. on November 15, 2010 to discuss a potential contract with the individual selected to be the energy coach.

Moved by: Ms. Bradley Chacón

Seconded by: Mr. Carey

Yea:  5



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0
Submitted by: ______________________






    
    John Rogard Tobori







              Mayor



APPENDIX 7B. REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES

Police Information

Crime Statistics (October 1st – 31st) 2010 

Ward 1 

Ward 2

Theft from Auto – On October 19, 2010 between 8:00am and 5:00pm in the 6500 block of 41st Ave. suspect/s broke the driver side window of a 2009 Chevrolet, Van and stole a Garmin GPS unit. No suspect/s has been located. The investigation is on-going.  

Theft- Between October 20, 2010 3:00pm and October 25, 2010 7:30am in the 4300 block of Underwood St. suspect/s stole an Apple, Macbook computer from a temporary classroom.  No suspect/s has been located. The investigation is on-going.

Theft-  Between October 26, 2010 8:00pm and October 27, 2010 10:30am in the 6500 block of  Queens Chapel Rd. suspects removed and stole several sections of copper down spouts. No suspect/s has been located. The investigation is on-going. 

Ward 3

Theft from Auto – Between October 2, 2010 1:00pm and October 3, 2010 1:00pm in the 4400 block of Underwood St. suspect/s broke a rear passenger window of a 2008 Mitsubishi, Lancer and stole an I-Pod music player. No suspect/s has been located. The investigation is on-going.  

Ward 4

Ward 5 -

Ward 6

Ward 7

Theft-  Between October 22, 2010 3:00pm and October 28, 2010 11:30am in the 3800 block of  Calverton Dr.. suspects removed and stole several sections of copper down spouts. No suspect/s has been located. The investigation is on-going. 

**Anyone with tips regarding crimes committed in University Park is encouraged to contact the UPPD. All information will be kept confidential. 

APPENDIX 7C. REPORT OF TOWN TREASURER

	Cash Balances
	
	

	
	
	

	Bank of America - General Fund
	
	$103,233.28 

	Bank of America - Payroll Account
	
	6,891.88 

	Bank of America - Benefits Account
	
	919.46 

	MD Local Government Investment Pool
	
	2,069,352.62 

	Employee Holiday Fund
	
	200.00 

	Police Benevolence Fund
	
	11,148.34 

	BB&T Bank - CD
	
	4,153.94 

	Beautification Fund
	
	232.00 

	Petty Cash
	
	500.00 

	Soccer Field
	
	458.98 

	Thomas Tree Fund
	
	50.00 

	Total
	
	$2,197,140.50 
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