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MEETING OF

UNIVERSITY PARK MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL

UNIVERSITY PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

4315 UNDERWOOD STREET

7:30 P.M.

                                        November 1, 2010
        REGULAR SESSION 

1.  
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Tabori

Present:
Ms. Mallino, Ms. McPherson, Mr. Lucas, Ms. Toscano, Ms. O’Connor, Ms. Bradley Chacón
Excused: 
Mr. Carey 
Absent:
None
Town employees in attendance: Police Chief Michael Wynnyk and Town Clerk Ms. Amy Headley.
2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Ms. McPherson.
3.  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Ms. McPherson

Yea:  6



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0

4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:     October 18, 2010 Meeting
Moved by: Ms. Toscano

Seconded by: Ms. McPherson

Yea:  4



Nay: 0




Abstain: 2 (Ms. O’Connor, Ms. Bradley Chacón)

5.  PUBLIC COMMENT

Mr. Lucas reported on the Maryland Municipal League meeting attended by Ms. Toscano and himself. He said an attendee from Fruitland said that when the community re-lined their sewer pipes the flow of water and sewage to the treatment plant increased by a favor of three to five times. This caused the community’s water and sewer bills to increase significantly, as the town owns the treatment plant. Ms. Mallino noted that the additional development planned in the area will cause the existing sewer pipes in University Park to be replaced. The Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission (WSSC) treatment plant at Blue Plains in southeast D.C. has not included in its capacity calculations the increased effluent volume that will start to reach it. Ms. Amy Headley, Town Clerk, asked if University Park still uses terra cotta sewer pipes. Ms. Mallino said the Town does; the leaching from the terra cotta pipes reduces the amount of water and sewage reaching the treatment plant. Once the terra cotta is replaced with plastic or steel lines, all the liquid that enters the pipes will flow to the treatment plant. 

Ms. Headley explained that recently, Greenbelt Homes, Inc. had inspected their existing clogged in-ground terra cotta pipes using video cameras, attempted to flush them, and determined the alternative of refurbishing the existing pipes in place was too expensive. She noted that five large trees on her property had to be removed as part of the sewer line replacement. She intensely campaigned for directional boring (digging through the tree’s roots rather than outright tree removal) with contractors performing the work, but the cost for boring ($10,000 per tree) was prohibitively expensive compared to outright tree removal. 

Mayor Tabori mentioned that the Landy property development is presently limited to 789 residences to avoid exceeding the capacity of the sewer system. He said the transition from pervious pipe, either of terra cotta or brick, to impervious plastic piping and liners has greatly amplified the volume of water reaching the Blue Plains sewage treatment facility. 

Ms. Mallino and Ms. Bradley Chacón discussed how to proceed with Ms. Bradley Chacón’s addendum to the September 18, 2010 Council meeting minutes. 


Motion: To add a revision to the September 18, 2010 Council meeting minutes, added as an addendum to the November 1, 2010 minutes.

Moved by: Ms. Bradley Chacón
Seconded by: Ms. O’Connor

Yea:  6



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0

6.  DEPARTMENT REPORTS

A.  
MAYOR’S REPORT- Mayor John Rogard Tabori

Mayor Tabori said that the Zoning Board voted 3-0 to deny the variance for a parking pad in front of the home on 6903 Adelphi Road. Mayor Tabori said that once the written removal order is received by Town Hall, the removal date will be negotiated with the owner. The likely timeframe for removing the parking pad will be in March, so that that a muddy area of raw dirt is not left over the winter. 


B.        REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES- Chief Michael Wynnyk

Chief Wynnyk distributed a handout of the October Crime Statistics report, which is included in these minutes as Attachment 6B.

Chief Wynnyk said he participated in the Public Safety Committee meeting this evening, prior to the Council meeting. 
7.   CONTINUING BUSINESS


A.       UPDATE ON BELCREST PLAZA/LANDY PROJECT

Mayor Tabori reviewed the October 26, 2010 letter submitted to the Prince George’s County Council to Chairman Thomas E. Dernoga regarding Detailed Site Plan (DSP) 99048. Mayor Tabori shared his conversations with Ms. Susan LaReusse, with the Maryland-National Capital Parks and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC) and Mr. Chip Reid, attorney of record for the Landy Property. He said that the property owners have determined that the best approach to development is to create an ownership council in partnership with the adjacent communities. A meeting will be held on November 8, 2010 with Ms. Kate Fritz of M-NCPPC to discuss the 9-Pond and riverine park proposals. 

Mayor Tabori reviewed the storm water management implications of the development in the surrounding area. He said that he sees many areas for discussion, but the developers are pressed for time and need to move forward. Mayor Tabori said he would like to call a session with Council, and needs the assistance and engagement of Council in supporting and responding to development initiatives that affect the University Park community. Mayor Tabori recapped the recent engagement of local and federal officials as well as the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in support of development of a 9-Pond riverine park.

Ms. Bradley Chacón commented on the October 26 letter and asked if the District Council accepted the provisions in the letter. Mayor Tabori said all the conditions were accepted, and in some cases strengthened. She asked for clarification on the next steps to take. Mayor Tabori said the next step for the developer is to request a construction permit; in advance of that action Mayor Tabori said he would call a meeting of the Town Council, with the Town Attorney in attendance. Mayor Tabori said the significant challenge to University Park is that the Prince George’s County Department of Public Works and Transportation has pre-approved the conceptual storm water management plan. This process occurred with no options for community engagement and comment. 

Mayor Tabori said he has taken on the role of co-chairman for the Envision Prince George’s group, with his role focusing on economics. Mayor Tabori said he is offering to create an economic model for Prince George’s County. One of his preliminary findings is that Prince George’s County has the second lowest per capital income in the state of Maryland, higher only than Baltimore City. He said this has serious implications for how developers approach development projects in the County and how much money can be invested in infrastructure like improved sewer systems.
8.   NEW BUSINESS


 A.  
Town Street Repair and Maintenance Plan: Introduction and Discussion
Mayor Tabori introduced and discussed the three-year street maintenance plan to Council. Mayor Tabori said that on December 5th he would submit a final prioritization of the order of street repairs to Council. He will prepare various funding scenarios under the five year budget plan previously developed. Alternatives for funding the project include a state construction bond; a combination of budget and bonds; and funding the project from the budget only. He said that the estimated accuracy of the pricing on the plan was that the prices were accurate to within 10 percent, based on extensive discussions with the Town Engineer. 

Ms. McPherson asked what the criteria for the street repair prioritization were. Mayor Tabori said the criteria were based on the serviceability of the roads. Where simple patching could maintain the integrity of the road surface, those roads would be assigned a lower priority. Where the road surface as degraded to the point where potholes and surface lifting has developed, immediate repairs are needed. The concrete gutters and sidewalks are a priority where water is penetrating and undercutting the structures. 
Council members asked questions about the current and future plans of the utility providers. There is no reason to carry out road repair if shortly thereafter WSSC or WGL have to dig into the road for utility work. Mayor Tabori explained that the InVista system, supported by WSSC, WGL, and Pepco, allows the Town to see where projected future work will occur.

Mayor Tabori described his proposed calendar of reviews and approvals for the street repair plan. On November 15, Mayor Tabori plans to present the various financing options for the plan. The Town Engineer will attend this meeting. Mayor Tabori asked that Council provide him with the list of questions they would like to see answered by November 11, so that he and the Town Engineer can prepare adequate answers. On December 5, Mayor Tabori proposes the pricing will be established with a 90 – 95 percent confidence level. He will present two draft motions, one for contracting the plan and the other for financing. A public forum will be called sometime between the December 5th and January Council meetings. Mayor Tabori noted that the best time to submit requests for proposals from paving contractors is in January. The streets currently being worked over by WSSC must be allowed to settle for one year before any resurfacing work can be conducted. 


B.  
RESOLUTION 10-R-09-State Highway User Fund/Police Aid

Ms. Mallino adamantly opposed broadening municipal government taxing authority. Ms. Bradley Chacón said that a participant at the Maryland Municipal League meeting raised the concern that granting the municipalities the right to raise taxes could have the effect of enabling the State to decline financial assistance to the municipalities. Ms. O’Connor asked for clarification about the resolution. Ms. Mallino said that the federal government gave money to the states for road maintenance. Maryland held these monies and applied them to the Maryland State General Fund, while municipalities were still required to carry out and pay for road maintenance. In some western Maryland counties, the revenue loss is on the order of 30% or more of the total municipal budget.  


Motion:
To approve the adoption of Resolution 10-R-09: State Highway User Fund/Police Aid as edited to remove “.. and to provide more diverse revenue raising authority to municipalities” from paragraph 1, “… and to create alternative municipal funding mechanisms” from paragraph 7, and the text in the final paragraph after the phrase “…state aid for police protection”

Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Ms. Toscano

Yea: 6 



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0
9.  ADJOURNMENT  at 9:27 pm.
Submitted by: ______________________






    
    John Rogard Tobori







              Mayor
REVISION TO THE SEPTEMBER 20, 2010 COUNCIL MINUTES

Ms. Bradley Chacón requested that the following revision be added to the September 20, 2010 minutes. This is in reference to Agenda Item 8A, New Business, Community Grants Discussion.
"Ms. Bradley Chacon discussed the fact were an array of options and possible approaches as to how to allocate the grant funds including one which would cut across the board by 44% without considering any other selection criteria on their merits and that other options might include other selection criteria based on the merits of each request.   She stated that the application process was still in the evolutionary stage and could be improved next time by publishing the application deadline 3 months ahead of time on the first page of the Town Newsletter."
APPENDIX 6B. REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES

Police Information

Crime Statistics (October 1st – 31st) 2010 

Ward 1 

Ward 2

Theft from Auto – On October 19, 2010 between 8:00am and 5:00pm in the 6500 block of 41st Ave. suspect/s broke the driver side window of a 2009 Chevrolet, Van and stole a Garmin GPS unit. No suspect/s has been located. The investigation is on-going.  

Theft- Between October 20, 2010 3:00pm and October 25, 2010 7:30am in the 4300 block of Underwood St. suspect/s stole an Apple, Macbook computer from a temporary classroom.  No suspect/s has been located. The investigation is on-going.

Theft-  Between October 26, 2010 8:00pm and October 27, 2010 10:30am in the 6500 block of  Queens Chapel Rd. suspects removed and stole several sections of copper down spouts. No suspect/s has been located. The investigation is on-going. 

Ward 3

Theft from Auto – Between October 2, 2010 1:00pm and October 3, 2010 1:00pm in the 4400 block of Underwood St. suspect/s broke a rear passenger window of a 2008 Mitsubishi, Lancer and stole an I-Pod music player. No suspect/s has been located. The investigation is on-going.  

Ward 4

Ward 5 -

Ward 6

Ward 7

Theft-  Between October 22, 2010 3:00pm and October 28, 2010 11:30am in the 3800 block of  Calverton Dr.. suspects removed and stole several sections of copper down spouts. No suspect/s has been located. The investigation is on-going. 

**Anyone with tips regarding crimes committed in University Park is encouraged to contact the UPPD. All information will be kept confidential. 

