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MEETING OF

UNIVERSITY PARK MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL

UNIVERSITY PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

4315 UNDERWOOD STREET

7:30 P.M.

      October 18, 2010
            REGULAR SESSION 

1.  
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Pro Tem Ms. Mallino at 7:34 pm

Present:
Ms. Mallino, Ms. McPherson, Mr. Lucas, Mr. Carey, Ms. Toscano
Excused: 
Ms. O’Connor, Ms. Bradley Chacón
Absent:
None
Note: Mayor Tabori was able to join the meeting at 8 pm.

Town employees in attendance: Police Chief Michael Wynnyk, Town Attorney Suellen Ferguson, Town Treasurer Mr. Daniel Baden, Public Works Director Mr. Mickey Beall, and Town Clerk Ms. Amy Headley

2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Mr. Lucas

3.  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

Mr. Carey moved to table consideration of the September 20, 2010 minutes to November 1, 2010 to allow Ms. Bradley Chacón to address her requested changes. Mr. Lucas and Mr. Carey discussed Mr. Carey’s motion. Consideration of the motion was postponed to agenda item 4.
Moved by: Ms. Toscano

Seconded by: Ms. McPherson

Yea:  4



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0

Note: Ms. Mallino did not vote on motion as she was serving as Mayor Pro Tem

4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:     September 20, 2010 Meeting
p. 4, first full paragraph, sentence 7: Change from “The Committee’s proposal is to fund in two parts…” to “Ms. Mallino’s proposal is to fund in two parts…”

Moved by: Ms. Toscano

Seconded by: Mr. Lucas

Yea:  4



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0

Motion: To table approval of the minutes of September 20, 2010 to the November 1, 2010 meeting.

Moved by: Mr. Carey


Seconded by: Ms. McPherson

Yea:  2 (Carey, McPherson)

Nay: 3 (Mallino, Toscano, Lucas)
Abstain: 0

Note: Ms. Mallino voted on motion to break the tie 2 (Carey, McPherson) – 2 (Toscano, Lucas)






October 4, 2010 Meeting

p. 4, last paragraph, sentence 4: Change from “Mr. Carey and Ms. Bradley Chacón also attended …” to “Ms. Bradley Chacón also attended…”

p. 5, Motion 10B: Change from “To approve the motion to direct Mr. Beall …” to “To direct Mr. Beall …”
Moved by: Mr. Lucas


Seconded by: Ms. Toscano

Yea:  4



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0

5.  PUBLIC COMMENT

None

6.  PERMITS


A.  
APPLICATION TO INSTALL RAILING



(Garrison, 4406 Underwood Street) Ward 3


Motion: To approve the installation of a 42” steel railing at top of outside basement stairs on Lot 18, Block 14, Section 042 at 4406 Underwood Street.

Moved by: Ms. McPherson

Seconded by: Mr. Carey

Yea:  4



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0

7.  CONSENT AGENDA


Motion: To approve the following consent agenda item.

Moved by: Mr. Lucas


Seconded by: Ms. Toscano

Yea:  4



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0


A.
APPLICATION TO REPLACE 4’ FENCE



(Ferrell, 4339 Wells Parkway) Ward 4
8.  DEPARTMENT REPORTS

A.  
MAYOR’S REPORT- Mayor John Rogard Tabori

Mayor Tabori said that he and several Town residents planned to testify on CB-80 Storm Water Management bill. 

The street maintenance plan will be presented to the Council on November 1. 

Town Hall has not received the redline final set of plans for the work being conducted on U.S. Route 1 by the State Highway Administration (SHA). 

There is an education community listening session with Rushern Baker tomorrow evening. 

Ms. McPherson asked Mayor Tabori if he had responded back to Ms. Amber Waller about installing solar panels on University Park Elementary School. Mayor Tabori said he had contacted Ms. Waller.    


B.        REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES- Chief Michael Wynnyk

Chief Wynnyk distributed a handout of the September Crime Statistics report, which is included in these minutes as Attachment 8B.

Chief Wynnyk said the Hyattsville Police Department has made some significant arrests in the breaking and entering crimes that have been occurring in the area. 

Chief Wynnyk reported that the red light camera on U.S. Route 1 is at the end of the first portion of its contract. Mayor Tabori said that he planned to renew the contract for two more years, unless the Council wishes the Mayor to take a different action. Town Attorney Ferguson asked if the entire contract had ended, or just the initial period of performance, with additional option years on the contract. Mayor Tabori said the contract had option years remaining, which he planned to invoke. 

Chief Wynnyk and Mr. Lucas discussed ways of restricting access to the park after dark, and/or raising awareness of the dangers of walking through the area unaccompanied. 
C.        REPORT OF TOWN TREASURER – Daniel R. Baden, C.P.A.

Mr. Baden reviewed the September treasurer’s reports, which are included in these minutes as Attachment 8C.

Mr. Baden reported that $1.3 Million in tax revenue was received by the Town last Monday. The Department of Energy grant is not reflected in the budget yet, as the agreement on the contract was not finalized until last Friday. 


D.       REPORT ON THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS – Mickey Beall, Director


Mr. Beall said that on Van Buren Street the sewer main work has been completed for the main line and the manholes. WSSC will return to connect the laterals to each home. 

Prince George’s County has milled the intersection of Clagett Road and Clagget-Pineway and will carry out resurfacing in the next week or so. 

Mr. Beall said mill and asphalt overlay work will start on U.S. Route 1 during the following two weekends in the evenings. Ms. McPherson asked about the asphalt patches on the curbs, such as on Van Buren Street. Mr. Beall said these locations indicate places where the contractor could not meet Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements as shown on the current blueprints. The contractors will have to work with the SHA to resolve these areas. Contractor crews are also working on East-West Highway. 

Trip hazards in the north-bound sidewalks on Adelphi Road have been repaired. Trees that have been marked for removal will be taken out and the State is willing to work with the Town to determine what species to use for the replacement plantings. 

There are two sewer laterals that require replacement on Underwood Street, and two more requiring replacement on Beechwood Road. 

The contractor is working to complete permanent patches on Forest Hill Drive and plans to complete water main replacement on Sheridan Street this week. 

Ms. Mallino asked that the Town obtain a final sign-off from WSSC on whether or not the sewer laterals will be replaced on Tuckerman Street. This could affect the Town’s plans to repair the streets. 

Mr. Beall said that the Town has received two of the three FEMA reimbursement checks for the February snowstorms. The remaining check covers about 50% of the submitted reimbursement requests.  

Leaf collection season starts on Monday in Ward 2. The leaf collection schedule is published on the Town web site. 

Mr. Beall said he is getting requests for additional recycling bins. He discussed the costs and availabilities of additional bins with Ms. McPherson.


E.       REPORT OF TOWN ATTORNEY – Suellen M. Ferguson, Esq.

Nothing to report.

9.   CONTINUING BUSINESS


A.       UPDATE ON BELCREST PLAZA/LANDY PROJECT

· September 22, 2010 Town letter to MNCPPC Planning Board re: Landy

Mayor Tabori said that the hearing on the Landy project will come before the District Council on October 26. He said that he plans to edit the MNCPPC letter as the Town’s testimony. The developer is being asked to install a 20-foot wide walkway and to extend the corner of the building with an additional 8 – 10 apartment units, to completely shield University Park’s view of the parking garage. 

10.   NEW BUSINESS


A.  
ZONING VARIANCE APPEAL V-77-10

                 
(D’Rozario, 6903 Adelphi Road)  Ward 6

Mr. Damon Kotakolis, an attorney representing Mr. D’Rozario, introduced himself. Mr. D’Rozario addressed the Council and the Mayor. He explained that the lot has very limited parking and that no off-street parking is allowed on Adelphi Road. He distributed photographs for the Council and Mayor to review. Mr. D’Rozario advocated in favor approving the addition of a concrete parking pad in front of the home.  

Ms. Dixie Meadows, a Town resident, noted that buying a home out of foreclosure and then installing a parking pad swapped one set of problems for another. She noted that the owner was aware of the existing parking configuration when the home was purchased. Ms. Meadows said she viewed the parking pad, which the homeowner has already installed without the appropriate permits, as unsightly and untenable. 

Ms. Randy Reilly, a member of the public at large, raised her concerns about the unfair application of the rules, as there are properties on U.S. Route 1 and East-West Highway in University Park that have concrete parking pads in front of the homes. 

Mayor Tabori strongly objected to Ms. Reilly’s comments. He noted that Mr. D’Rozario applied to the MNCPPC for a permit, and the permit was turned down until the District Planning Board granted a variance. Mr. D’Rozario proceeded to move forward with installing the parking pad, without a permit or a variance. 

Mr. Kotakolis advocated on Mr. D’Rozario’s behalf from the standpoint of safety. Town Attorney Ferguson asked for a clarification on the statements made, based on the photos submitted by Mr. D’Rozario. The photos show parking signs that indicate on-street parking is allowed on Adelphi Road outside of school hours. 

Reverend Abba, Mr. D’Rozario’s neighbor and school teacher, said Mr. D’Rozario did not willfully disobey the law and asked that the variance be granted. 

Ms. D’Rozario said that if she and her husband had been aware of the rules, they would have followed them. She said they had not received a copy of the Town’s newsletter, which contains information about the permit process and permit requirements. 

Town Attorney Ferguson asked for clarification on who among the speakers addressing the Council on this issue were University Park residents. Ms. Meadows and Mr. Kotakolis said they were Town residents. The other speakers did not live in University Park. Mr. and Ms. D’Rozario live in College Park; they are the [future] landlords of the property at 6903 Adelphi Road and plan to rent it out.

Mr. Kotakolis said it was important to modernize the Adelphi Road property, which was built during a time of families owning a single car. Ms. Jenny Glenn, a Town resident, pointed out that University Park wanted to be a Green community, was actively working to receive energy efficiency grants, and eventually could aspire to be a no-car community. 

Mayor Tabori provided background on the permit issue. He said there was a resident in Town who had installed a concrete parking pad on a property along U.S. Route 1. The Town has spent three years working to get the parking pad removed. The resident has been compelled by the County to remove the parking pad. Mayor Tabori noted that Mr. D’Rozario did apply for a permit and was told of the requirements for a variance before he proceeded to install the parking pad. Mayor Tabori said that parking is allowed along Adelphi Road outside of school hours. Ten years ago, Prince George’s County passed a law restricting parking pads in front of people’s homes in R-55 zones. Previous exceptions to the new law were grandfathered in. Since that time, no new parking pads in front of houses have been installed. 

Ms. McPherson addressed Mr. D’Rozario and voiced her concerns. She noted that this change would most likely erode property values in University Park. She said that protecting the value of the community is a requirement of the Council. 

Ms. Reilly raised the point that Mr. D’Rozario is an honorable person and did nothing deceitful; she felt that the undercurrent or tone of the meeting was very unsettling.

            Motion: To disapprove zoning variance appeal V-77-10 to validate and obtain building permit for new 18’ x 20’ driveway area in the front yard on Lot 8, Block 40, University Park Subdivision at 6903 Adelphi Road which is contrary to Zoning Ordinance Section 27-120.01 (c). This specific violation resides in the fact that no parking structure may be built in the front yard of a dwelling in the area between the front street line and the sides of the dwelling. A waiver of the parking area requirement is requested.

Moved by: Mr. Lucas


Seconded by: Ms. Mallino


Roll Call Vote:
Mallino

Yea

Lucas


Yea


McPherson

Yea


Carey


Yea


Toscano

Yea


O’Connor

Excused


Bradley Chacón
Excused


Yea:  5

Nay: 0


Abstain: 0





Motion passes, 5 Aye to 0 Nay. 

Mayor Tabori said he would prepare a letter to submit to the Zoning Board stating the Town’s position, and that he would attend the hearing. 


B.  
DISCUSSION OF FIELD USE/PERMIT SYSTEM

Mayor Tabori said there are two distinct issues with the field. Usage policy is the first issue; maintenance and tolerance for field deterioration is the second. The issues intersect over the misuse and inappropriate use of the field. 

Mr. Beall said the current maintenance policy is to support maximum availability. 

Mr. Carey, Mr. Beall, and Mayor Tabori discussed the issues around managing the usage and maintenance of the field.

11.  ADJOURNMENT  at 9:35 pm.

Submitted by: ______________________






    
    John Rogard Tobori







              Mayor
APPENDIX 8B. REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES

Police Information

Crime Statistics (September 8th – 30th) 2010 

Ward 1 

Ward 2

Breaking & Entering-On September 8, 2010 between 5:00 a.m. and 6:45am an unknown suspect broke into a home in the 6400 block of Queens Chapel Road. The resident was at home sleeping at the time of the burglary. The suspect entered the home through an unlocked rear window. The suspect stole a Nintendo Wii controller, a laptop computer, and approximately $300.00 dollars in cash. The UPPD was contacted and the premises were searched. The scene was processed for fingerprints and the neighborhood was canvassed for suspects and witnesses. No suspect was located at this time. The investigation is on-going.

Ward 3

Breaking & Entering– On September 15, 2010 between 8:00am and 2:45pm in the 4400 block of Underwood St. a resident arrived home and determined that someone had entered the home through an open living room window and stole three laptop computers and jewelry. The UPPD dusted the scene for fingerprints, searched the area for suspect/s and witnesses and notified local jurisdictions of the incident. Investigation is on-going.

Ward 4

Theft from Auto – Between September 16, 2010 4:00pm and September 17, 2010 1:00pm in the 4200 block of Underwood St. suspect/s entered an unlocked 2002 Toyota, Avalon and stole 4 bottles of wine. No suspect/s has been located. The investigation is on-going.  

Ward 5 -

Attempted Breaking & Entering- On September 11, 2010 at 2:00am in the 4300 block of Clagett Rd. a resident found an unknown subject sleeping in the front seat of his 2001 Honda, CRV. UPPD responded to the scene. The suspect had exited the vehicle and ran in the direction of Woodberry St. A search of the area resulted in locating the suspect in a rear basement stairwell to a residence on Van Buren St. The suspect had broken a basement door window. Patrick Richards, an adult, white, male was arrested and charged with attempted Breaking and Entering. It was determined that the suspect was intoxicated. Case Closed.

Ward 6

Ward 7

**Anyone with tips regarding crimes committed in University Park is encouraged to contact the UPPD. All information will be kept confidential. 

APPENDIX 8C. REPORT OF THE TOWN TREASURER

	Cash Balances
	
	

	
	
	

	Bank of America - General Fund
	
	$101,518.53 

	Bank of America - Payroll Account
	
	26,659.63 

	Bank of America - Benefits Account
	
	919.46 

	MD Local Government Investment Pool
	
	1,197,441.40 

	Employee Holiday Fund
	
	200.00 

	Police Benevolence Fund
	
	11,148.34 

	BB&T Bank - CD
	
	4,153.94 

	Beautification Fund
	
	232.00 

	Petty Cash
	
	500.00 

	Soccer Field
	
	458.98 

	Thomas Tree Fund
	
	50.00 

	Total
	
	$1,343,282.28 
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