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MEETING OF

UNIVERSITY PARK MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL

UNIVERSITY PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

4315 UNDERWOOD STREET

7:30 P.M.

      September 13, 2010
        REGULAR SESSION 
1.  
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Tabori

Present:
Ms. Mallino, Mr. Lucas, Ms. Toscano, Mr. Carey, Ms. O’Connor, Ms. Bradley Chacón

Excused: 
Ms. McPherson

Absent:
None

2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Ms. Toscano

3.  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA



Moved by:  Ms. Mallino

Seconded by:  Ms. Toscano


Yea:  6



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0
4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:     August 16, 2010 Meeting


Moved by:  Ms. Mallino

Seconded by:  Ms. Toscano


Yea:  6



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0




August 23, 2010 Special Meeting



Moved by:  Ms. Toscano

Seconded by:  Mr. Carey


Yea:  6



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0
5.  PUBLIC COMMENT

Ms. O’Connor said a neighbor on Beechwood Road has had her Verizon FiOS line knocked down by large trucks driving along the road. The Council members discussed the inappropriate size of some of the vehicles traveling through University Park. The homeowner on Beechwood Road may want to check with Verizon to see if the cable can be relocated to a higher position with better clearance. There is a County regulated minimum height that cables and obstructions must be above the roadway.

Mr. Lucas asked if there was a way of controlling unmarked vehicles coming to University Park, especially unmarked work vans, to help mitigate the crime problem. Mr. Lucas perceives the unmarked work vans as a potential means for criminals to watch the neighborhood without being noticed. Mayor Tabori said that the streets in University Park are public roads. It is possible to place restrictions on road usage based on vehicle weight, depending on the road surface and condition. Mayor Tabori said he would check into the matter with the Town Attorney.

Ms. Rachel Mayo, a resident of Underwood Street in Ward 4, asked if the adjacent neighbors are notified when a property owner requests a parking waiver. Mayor Tabori said that the only notice is the agenda for the Town Council meeting. Ms. Mayo said that the cars on Underwood Street are parking too close to the entrance on U.S. Route 1. This makes the entrance and exit very dangerous. She suggested that the yellow no parking line be painted further back from U.S. Route 1 so that there is space for two cars at the same time, i.e. one car can exit and one car can enter. 

 Ms. Mayo raised her concerns about University Park becoming student housing for the University of Maryland, and losing the quality of life as a community of families. Ms. Mallino briefly touched on the Town Council and Town Hall’s history of looking into the problem, and pointed out that the construction of student rental housing along U.S. Route 1 from campus north to the Beltway will tend to draw students back towards the campus. Mayor Tabori said that his understanding is that the number of rental units in University Park is stable or even declining slightly. There is a concern about the properties that have gone into foreclosure, because they tend to become rental properties with absentee landlords. Mayor Tabori said it will take about a year to know if there will be significant changes in the number of rental houses due to foreclosures. Mayor Tabori will investigate the possibility of increasing the no-parking area leading to Route 1.
Ms. Bradley Chacón and Mr. Carey shared their experiences with Ms. Martino, University Park’s code enforcement officer. The code enforcement officer inspects and follows up with rental properties. 

6.  PERMITS


A.
APPLICATION TO INSTALL PATIO


            (Werth, 6804 Pineway)  Ward 5


Motion:  To approve the installation of a 364 (sf) flagstone patio on Lots 11/12, Block E at 6804 Pineway.



Moved by:  Ms. Toscano

Seconded by:  Ms. Mallino


Yea:  6



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0


B.
PARKING WAIVER RENEWAL FOR RENTAL PROPERTY

                   
(Speck, 6511 40th Avenue)  Ward 2


Motion: To approve the application for an on-street, six month parking waiver renewal for up to three vehicles at 6511 40th Avenue. 



Moved by:  Mr. Lucas

Seconded by:  Ms. Mallino


Yea:  6



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0

C. 
 PARKING WAIVER RENEWAL FOR RENTAL PROPERTY  

                        (Hoobler, 6705 Forest Hill Drive)  Ward 6


Motion: To approve the application for an on-street, six month parking waiver renewal for up to three vehicles at 6705 Forest Hill Drive.


Moved by:  Ms. O’Connor

Seconded by:  Ms. Bradley Chacón


Yea:  6



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0
7.  CONSENT AGENDA


Motion: To approve the following consent agenda items.



Moved by:  Ms. Mallino

Seconded by:  Ms. Toscano


Yea:  6



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0

A.
APPLICATION TO REPLACE SIDEWALK



(Wilson, 6903 Oakridge Rd.) Ward 5


B.
UNDERWOOD STREET 4000/4100 BLOCK PARTY/STREET CLOSURE


   
 (Sunday, September 19, 1:00 PM-5:00 PM)  Ward 6


C.     
SHERIDAN STREET 4400 BLOCK PARTY/STREET CLOSURE


    
(Saturday, September 25, 4:00 PM-10:00 PM)  Ward 1

8.  DEPARTMENT REPORTS

A.  MAYOR’S REPORT- Mayor John Rogard Tabori

Mayor Tabori said that Town Hall has concerns about the U.S. Route 1 contractor carrying out the State Highway Administration work under the stimulus funds. The red-line plans showing the changes worked out between Town Hall and the SHA have not been delivered to the contractor. The work in progress by the contractor is not in line with what was discussed with the SHA District Engineer. The SHA work along East-West Highway and Adelphi Road has been delayed, and Town Hall is not aware if the final red line drawings have been delivered to the contractor. 

An agreement in principle has been reached with Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission (WSSC) for street repaving. The Mayor said he is now preparing to come before Council with a plan for street repaving as well as a ten year plan for on-going maintenance. 

Mayor Tabori said the year-to-date and monthly reporting modes for Quickbooks has been figured out. For now, the requested report will be provided to Council as a supplement. Ms. Mallino requested that the prior period reports be provided, and Mayor Tabori agreed to do so. Ms. Mallino asked that this reporting start with Fiscal Year 2011. 

Mr. Carey revisited the street paving plans. He said that events seem to have moved beyond the work areas originally identified by Mr. Beall about a year ago. Mayor Tabori said there is a codicil in the agreement with WSSC to cover these situations. Mayor Tabori said there is now a ten-year projected work planning system that includes WSSC, Pepco, and the Washington Gas Light (WGL) company. Ms. Bradley Chacón asked if the Town has any recourse if the contractors change directions with their five year plan, and work on areas that were originally thought to be excluded. Mayor Tabori said that both WSSC and WGL have stated that as a matter of policy they replace any section of the street they damage if the street was repaved and resurfaced in the last five years. 

Mr. Carey raised the point of the Committee on Public Safety and asked when the recommendations to Town Council would be available. Ms. Mallino said that Ms. McPherson, who was excused from this evening’s meeting, would be the appropriate person to provide this information. Ms. Toscano and Mr. Carey discussed budget and public safety issues. Mr. Lucas spoke to his experiences personally walking through the neighborhood and said he is not seeing anyone out and about who looks out of place.   

B. REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES- Chief Michael Wynnyk

Chief Wynnyk distributed the August police report, which is attached at the end of these minutes as Appendix 8B. 

Chief Wynnyk noted that University Park Elementary School has 100 more students that originally projected. 

Mr. Carey and Chief Wynnyk discussed security cameras. Chief Wynnyk said the cost of installing cameras and actively monitoring them is extremely expensive. The cost figures cited for six cameras installed in College Park was around $600,000. Hyattsville’s security cameras are restricted to the business district. Ms. Bradley Chacón asked Chief Wynnyk to categorize the recommendations and steps proposed to improve safety, and to provide summaries of the Public Safety meetings and Committee on Public Safety findings. Mayor Tabori said he would refer that issue to Ms. McPherson.

9.  CONTINUING BUSINESS


A.  UPDATE ON BELCREST PLAZA/LANDY PROJECT

· Report on Landy Meetings

Mayor Tabori said that he was on vacation during the last Landy meeting. Mr. Lucas, Mr. Stickles, and Mr. Lee attended the meeting and arranged to send a letter to the hearing committee. Mayor Tabori asked the Council members to approve the letter, plus identify any desired additions to the letter. The next formal hearing before the Planning Board is on September 23. Ms. Mallino noted that the letter was a placeholder for the final comments from University Park. Mr. Lucas added that when the University Park group made their presentation, reviewing the 9-Pond situation, the trash trap in the Town creek, and water flow volumes, the Planning Board members were impressed and had a favorable impression of the work the Town had done on understanding this issue.

Ms. Bradley Chacón asked how this set of plans was different from the previous set. Mayor Tabori said the new set of plans was more detailed and complete than those seen previously. Mayor Tabori added  it is very important to meet with Mr. Eric Olson and Mr. Will Campos to advocate for a Traffic Demand Management (TDM) plan for PG Plaza from the Landy developers. Mayor Tabori complimented and thanked Mr. Lucas for leading the efforts to address the stormwater management issues over the past five years, which is leading to a regional solution for managing water runoff. 

Motion:  To approve the content of the August 27, 2010 preliminary letter sent from the Town to MNCPPC re: Landy Property. 



Moved by:  Ms. Mallino

Seconded by:  Mr. Lucas


Yea:  6



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0

B.  DISCUSSION/APPOINTMENT OF TOWN ETHICS COMMITTEE

Mayor Tabori said that Ms. Bradley Chacón has proposed three individuals for the committee. Mayor Tabori is in the process of contacting the individuals and plans to present candidates to the Council at the September 20 meeting. 
10.  NEW BUSINESS

A.   CDC/FEMA/FMS ANNUAL FALL WALK/RUN

     

Motion: To endorse the annual fall CDC/FEMA/FMS walk/ run on Thursday October 7, 2010 from Noon until 1:15 PM through University Park. 



Moved by:  Ms. Mallino

Seconded by:  Ms. O’Connor


Yea:  6



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0
B.    CHESAPEAKE BAY TRUST GRANT APPLICATION

Mr. Beall provided background on the design grant opportunity. By coincidence, he had been discussing possible beautification projects with the Neighborhood Design Center. Mr. Beall showed a large signboard of what a green street garden could look like at the corner of Queens Chapel Road next to Town Hall, and a design for landscaping around Town Hall itself. This grant ties into the upcoming 75th anniversary of University Park’s founding. Mr. Beall suggested several possible locations for a green street/rain garden. Mr. Beall said his intention would be to write the grant response using the same grant writer used by Chief Wynnyk. Mr. Beall would take this money from his public works budget. 


Motion: To approve the Town’s submittal for a Green Street/Storm Water Management Design Grant for up to $35,000 from the Chesapeake Bay Trust.  



Moved by:  Ms. Toscano

Seconded by:  Mr. Lucas


Yea:  6



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0
C.   ADELPHI ROAD SIDEWALK REPLACEMENT

Mr. Beall provided background information on the work proposed by the County. The Council members expressed some concerns about what would be chosen as replacement trees. Mayor Tabori said that he recommended the replacement trees be at least a two-inch trunk caliper and that native species be planted. Mr. Beall said the original proposal was for crape myrtles, which would not be an acceptable species. The overhead power lines and the amount of road salt that the trees would be exposed to complicate the choice of replacement tree species. 

Mr. Beall said that ten trees would be affected along the route. Of those ten trees, seven should definitely be removed and replaced, and three more should be removed. Eight of the ten trees are Bradford pear trees, one is a red bud, and one is a silver maple.  


Motion: To approve the repairs, by Prince George’s County, of the public sidewalk on Adelphi Road in University Park from East West Highway to Wells Parkway. The County will need to remove some trees that are currently growing in the existing sidewalk, but has agreed to replace them. 



Moved by:  Ms. Toscano

Seconded by:  Ms. Mallino


Yea:  6



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0
11.   ADJOURNMENT  at 10:00 p.m.





Submitted by: ______________________





    
    John Rogard Tabori

              Mayor



APPENDIX 8B - REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES

Police Information

Crime Statistics (August 1st – 31st) 2010 

Ward 1 

Ward 2

Breaking & Entering -  On August 6, 2010 at between 8:30pm and 10:00pm, in the 4100 block of Tennyson Rd. a resident advised that upon returning home from the store, it was determined that an HP laptop computer and a Vizio flat screen TV were missing from the home. There was no sign of forced entry and the rear door had been left open by the resident. The UPPD searched the area for suspect/s and witnesses and notified local jurisdictions of the incident. The investigation is on-going.

Theft from Auto – On August 17, 2010 between 1:00am and 4:00am in the 4100 block of Tennyson Rd. suspect/s broke the passenger side window of a 2009 Chevy, Silverado and stole a tool bag containing a Nikia Drill and masonry hand tools. No suspect/s has been located. The investigation is on-going.

Theft from Auto – Between August 16, 2010 9:00pm and August 17, 2010 4:00am in the 6500 block of 40th Ave. suspect/s broke the rear passenger side window of a 2001 Chevy, Prism and stole a Kenwood after market car radio. No suspect/s has been located. The investigation is on-going.

Theft from Auto – Between August 16, 2010 9:00pm and August 17, 2010 4:00am in the 6500 block of 41st. Ave. suspect/s broke the passenger side window of a 1995 Honda, Accord and stole a GPS unit. No suspect/s has been located. The investigation is on-going.

Ward 3

Theft from Auto – Between August 16, 2010 10:00pm and August 17, 2010 6:00am in the 4400 block of Underwood St. suspect/s broke the passenger side window of a 2009 Toyota, Matrix and stole a Garmin GPS. No suspect/s has been located. The investigation is on-going.

Theft from Auto – Between August 16, 2010 9:00pm and August 17, 2010 6:00am in the 4400 block of Underwood St. suspect/s broke the passenger side window of a 2007 Toyota, Tundra and stole a Garmin GPS unit. No suspect/s has been located. The investigation is on-going.

Ward 4

Theft from Auto – Between August 6, 2010 4:30pm and August 7, 2010 9:00am in the 4300 block of Woodberry St. suspect/s entered an unlocked 2005 Subaru, Forrester and stole approximately $10.00 in coins, a Blackberry cell phone and a Panasonic radio. No suspect/s has been located. The investigation is on-going.  

Theft from Auto – Between August 6, 2010 4:30pm and August 7, 2010 9:00am in the 4300 block of Woodberry St. suspect/s entered an unlocked 2006 Hundai, Tucson and stole a Tom-Tom GPS unit. No suspect/s has been located. The investigation is on-going. 

Theft from Auto – Between August 6, 2010 4:30pm and August 7, 2010 9:00am in the 6600 block of Wells Parkway suspect/s entered an unlocked 2005 Toyota, truck and stole a Tom-Tom GPS unit, a Coach purse and a video cable. No suspect/s has been located. The investigation is on-going.

Theft from Auto – Between August 18, 2010 9:00pm and August 19, 2010 7:00am in the 6600 block of Queens Chapel Rd. suspect/s entered an unlocked 2007 Kia, 4 Dr. stole a Garmin GPS unit and approximately $20.00 in coins. No suspect/s has been located. The investigation is on-going.

Ward 5

Theft from Auto – Between August 8, 2010 5:30pm and August 9, 2010 9:00am in the 6900 block of Oakridge Rd. suspect/s entered a 2004 Jeep, 4Dr. and stole the victim’s ID cards. No sign of forced entry was evident. No suspect/s has been located. The investigation is on-going.

Ward 6

Theft from Auto – Between August 6, 2010 4:30pm and August 7, 2010 9:00am in the 4100 block of College Heights Dr. suspect/s entered an unlocked 2009 Nissan/ Sentra and stole a Coach wallet containing a student I.D. and bank card. No suspect/s has been located. The investigation is on-going.

Theft from Auto – Between August 8, 2010 10:30pm and August 9, 2010 7:00am in the 4000 block of Underwood St. suspect/s entered an unlocked 2009 Toyota, Camry and stole a phone charger, a MP 3 cable and $2.00 in coins. No suspect/s has been located. The investigation is on-going.

Theft from Auto – Between August 17, 2010 6:00pm and August 18, 2010 9:00am in the 4000 block of Underwood St. suspect/s broke the passenger side window of a 2001 Chevy, Metro and stole a Tom-Tom GPS unit and a Dewalt Drill. No suspect/s has been located. The investigation is on-going.

Theft from Auto – Between August 18, 2010 9:00pm and August 19, 2010 7:00am in the 4100 block of College Heights Dr. suspect/s entered an unlocked 2001 Honda, Civic and stole a Sony I-pod, and a JVC radio faceplate. No suspect/s has been located. The investigation is on-going.

Breaking & Entering– On August 22, 2010 it was reported that between August 19, 2010 and August 22, 2010, in the 6700 block of 41st Ave. the homeowner arrived home from vacation and noticed a Sony camera and some jewelry was missing. All doors were locked and there was no sign of forced entry. A bathroom window had been left open by the homeowner. The UPPD dusted the scene for fingerprints, searched the area for suspect/s and witnesses and notified local jurisdictions of the incident. The investigation is on-going.

Ward 7

Theft from Auto – Between August 6, 2010 4:30pm and August 7, 2010 9:00am in the 4100 block of Van Buren St. suspect/s entered an unlocked 2002 Subaru, Forrester and stole approximately $12.00 in coins from the console area. No suspect/s has been located. The investigation is on-going.
Breaking & Entering– On August 20, 2010 it was reported that between August 13, 2010 and August 20, 2010, in the 4000 block of Underwood St. the homeowner arrived home from vacation and noticed a Mitsubishi flat screen TV and coins from a jar were missing. The rear door was open but there was no sign of forced entry. The UPPD dusted the scene for fingerprints, searched the area for suspect/s and witnesses and notified local jurisdictions of the incident. The investigation is on-going.

Theft from Auto – Between August 30, 2010 7:00pm and August 31, 2010 7:00am in the 6900 block of Forest Hill Dr. suspect/s entered an unlocked 2008 Lexus, 400 and stole a purse containing assorted ID’s., credit cards and approximately $300.00 in cash.. No suspect/s has been located. The investigation is on-going.

**Anyone with tips regarding crimes committed in University Park is encouraged to contact the UPPD. All information will be kept confidential. 
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