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MEETING OF

UNIVERSITY PARK MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL

UNIVERSITY PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

4315 UNDERWOOD STREET

7:30 P.M.

      May 17, 2010
        REGULAR SESSION 
1.  
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Tabori

Present:
Ms. Mallino, Ms. O’Connor, Mr. Lucas, Ms. Toscano, Ms. McPherson, Ms. Bradley Chacón, Mr. Carey
Excused: 
None 

Absent:
None

2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Ms. O’Connor

SWEARING-IN OF THE MAYOR-ELECT

AND THE CEREMONIAL SWEARING-IN 

OF THE COUNCILMEMBERS-ELECT

Swearing-in conducted by Ms. Lorraine Nicely from the office of 

THE HONORABLE PEGGY MAGEE

Clerk of the Circuit Court

John Rogard Tabori, Mayor

Margaret S. Mallino, Ward 1 Councilmember

Susan McPherson, Ward 3 Councilmember

Jacqueline Bradley Chacón, Ward 7 Councilmember

3.  OFFICIAL SWEARING-IN OF COUNCILMEMBERS-ELECT BY THE MAYOR

Mayor Tabori administered the oath of office to Ms. Mallino, Ms. McPherson, and Ms. Bradley Chacón. 

4.  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

Moved by: Ms. McPherson

Seconded by: Ms. Toscano
Yea:  7



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0

5.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:     






April 19, 2010 Executive Session

Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Ms. Toscano
Yea:  7



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0






May 3, 2010 Meeting

Moved by: Ms. O’Connor

Seconded by: Ms. Toscano
Yea:  6



Nay: 0


Abstain: 1 (Mr. Carey)

6.  PUBLIC COMMENT

District 3 County Councilman Eric Olson congratulated the Mayor and Council members on their election to the University Park Town Council. He encouraged Council members to contact him regarding concerns in the community. 

Mr. Stickles reported on the Stream Committee meeting held on May 17. Mr. Stickles said that one year of stream assessments have been completed. The Committee is working on preparing a report to the Town Council. There are two significant issues: invasive plant species growing along the stream banks, and keeping trash removed from the trash trap. Invasive species removal is taking place in partnership with the Public Works Department. The trash trap is a metal grid placed in the stream just upstream of the footbridge next to the 9-11 Memorial. Mr. Stickles said the trash trap is capturing 99% of the trash coming into University Park by actual count of the items caught in the trap. The trap must be cleaned out after every rainfall. 

Mr. Stickles said the stream’s environment has improved to the point that the stream can support a living environment of mallard ducks, a crested crane, and numerous tadpoles. Data shows conclusively that the trash entering the stream is coming from upstream of University Park. The core issue is that the capacity of the stream is being exceeded by upstream discharges [of water]. Mr. Stickles said the next step is to seek independent verification of the data collected, by the Anacostia Watershed Society or similar independent entity. 

Mr. Carey, Ms. Bradley Chacón, and Mr. Stickles discussed the stream’s capacity. Mayor Tabori added that the proposed Landy and Belcrest property developments have the potential to increase the upstream impermeable surface and thus increase the downstream flow through Wells Run. Attorney Ferguson asked how the previously approved properties did not comply with the approved County plans and permits. Mr. Stickles pointed out that University Town Center did not fully implement the bioretention areas shown on the development plans. Northwestern High School cut down and partially paved 44 acres of woodlands within their borders. Attorney Ferguson, Mr. Lucas, Mayor Tabori, and Mr. Stickles discussed methods of addressing and proving the concerns of University Park.  

7.  DEPARTMENT REPORTS

A.  MAYOR’S REPORT- Mayor John Rogard Tabori

Mayor Tabori reported that last week he met with representatives from the offices of Senator Cardin, Senator Mikulski, and Representative Hoyer to discuss University Park’s concerns about the watershed. This may include funding to purchase land in the 9-Pond area to create a riverine park and funding to support an engineering study of the watershed. 

The Belcrest hearing before District Council in Upper Marlboro is scheduled for the morning of June 7.  Attorney Ferguson said University Park’s testimony has already been submitted. 

B. REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES- Chief Michael Wynnyk

Chief Wynnyk distributed a handout of the March Crime Statistics report, which is included in these minutes as Attachment 7B.

Chief Wynnyk said that he is coordinating with Mr. Beall to work on cleaning up vegetation in the park in Ward 2. Mr. Beall will be taking an SEPTED training course next week on using environmental factors to mitigate crime. 

C. REPORT OF TOWN TREASURER – Daniel R. Baden, C.P.A.

The April 2010 Treasurer’s report is included in these minutes as Attachment 7C.

Mr. Baden discussed the April 2010 Treasurer’s report. Mr. Carey asked about the state income tax and anticipated revenues, and if there would be changes from the expected amounts. Mr. Baden said the information he is receiving from the State Tax Assessor’s office is that we will receive the revenue we projected. Ms. Mallino asked Mr. Beall if the amount shown for the line item for Tools, Supplies, and Equipment was sufficient. Mr. Baden said that line item would probably need to be increased.  


D.   REPORT ON THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS – Mickey Beall, Director


Mr. Beall said he would attend the FEMA meeting in June with Mr. Baden. He said the tree debris catchup from the February snow storms has been accomplished; no additional yard waste pickups were required this past Wednesday. To demonstrate the impact of the snow storms, Mr. Beall provided the tonnage amounts for yard waste from 2009 and 2010:

March 2009 
30 tons of yard waste

April 2009
30 tons of yard waste

March 2010 
100 tons of yard waste
April 2010
80 tons of yard waste

Mr. Beall and Mr. Carey discussed the Public Works Department cleanup in Wells Run along the bridge at Van Buren Street, as well as on-going maintenance of the trash trap in the stream. 

E.   REPORT OF TOWN ATTORNEY – Suellen M. Ferguson, Esq.

Nothing beyond the discussions already covered. 

8.  FY11 BUDGET HEARING

No public comment.

9.  CONTINUING BUSINESS


A.  UPDATE ON BELCREST PLAZA/LANDY PROJECT

Mayor Tabori referred to agenda item 7A, Mayor’s Report, where he made his earlier remarks on this topic.


B.   LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION 10-O-07: Fiscal 2011 Budget 

Ms. O’Connor asked why sidewalk and street work was taken out of the budget. Mayor Tabori said this was removed due to the uncertainty over the location and impacts of the WSSC water pipe, WSSC sewer line, Washington Gas Light, and Maryland State Highway work. 

Mayor Tabori said 80% to 85% of the streets would be repaired and resurfaced under the proposed plan. Ms. Bradley Chacón asked for clarification on when we need information from WSSC. Mayor Tabori said the Town may have to stretch the paving plan from a three year process to a five year process. Ms. O’Connor asked if we could estimate the cost difference over extending the process from three to five years. Mayor Tabori said this is difficult to estimate in close detail, but the costs would be greater. One of the concerns Mayor Tabori brought up is that as the road surface ages and breaks down, the costs to repair the road increase significantly. If the road surface and underlying structure deteriorate badly enough, repairs become extremely more expensive than the planned mill and overlay approach.

Motion: To approve the adoption of Legislation Resolution 10-O-07: Fiscal Year 2011 Budget for the Town of University Park. 

Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Mr. Lucas

Roll Call Vote:
Mallino

Yea

Lucas


Yea


McPherson

Yea


Carey


Yea


Toscano

Yea


O’Connor

Yea


Bradley Chacón
Yea


Yea:  7

Nay: 0


Abstain: 0



C.  BUDGET TRANSFERS-2nd Reading

Motion: To approve the transfer of $23,500 from Unreserved Fund Balance to the following accounts: Legal Fees-$10,000, Vehicle Maintenance/Police-$3,500, Vehicle Maintenance/Public Works-$10,000.

Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Ms. McPherson


Roll Call Vote:
Mallino

Yea

Lucas


Yea


McPherson

Yea


Carey


Yea


Toscano

Yea


O’Connor

Yea


Bradley Chacón
Yea


Yea:  7

Nay: 0


Abstain: 0

10.  NEW BUSINESS


A.  RESOLUTION 10-R-08:  Adoption of the Grants/Donations Proposal                

Attorney Ferguson distributed the Hold Harmless Agreement. Mayor Tabori distributed the resolution; grant application form; and community grant criteria.

Mr. Carey thanked the Committee for how they approached the question of community grants, and for how the criteria for award were developed. Ms. Mallino asked if the announcement about the grants proposal could be placed in the June newsletter. Ms. Bradley Chacón said June 30 is the grant application deadline. Ms. O’Connor recommended notifying groups we normally make contributions to. 
 
Motion: To approve the adoption of Resolution 10-R-08: Grants/Donations Proposal for annual disbursement of Town Funds to approved community groups.

Moved by: Ms. Bradley Chacón
Seconded by: Ms. Toscano
Yea:  7



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0

Mayor Tabori said he would sign the resolution this evening. 


B.  AUDIT FOR TOWN OF UNIVERSITY PARK


Motion:  To approve the winning audit proposal as determined by Mayor and Council.

Moved by: Mr. Lucas

Seconded by: Ms. Mallino


Roll Call Vote:
Mallino

Yea

Lucas


Yea


McPherson

Yea


Carey


Yea


Toscano

Yea


O’Connor

Yea


Bradley Chacón
Yea


Yea:  7

Nay: 0


Abstain: 0

Mayor Tabori recommended that Barbacane Thornton & Company be selected as the Town’s auditors. He said this company is experienced in single audits, which would be required if the Town receives energy grant funds. 

Mr. Carey asked if there was a concern over Barbacane Thornton & Company seeking change orders in their previous engagements. Mayor Tabori said the Town would have to be precise in how the contract was written. The Mayor’s understanding of the previous situation was that the contract with Barbacane Thornton & Company was left open ended to assess and resolve a number of accounting challenges experienced by that specific client.  

11.   ADJOURNMENT  at 10 p.m.

Submitted by: ______________________






    
    John Rogard Tabori








Mayor

APPENDIX 7B. REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES
Police Information

Crime Statistics (April1st-30th) 2010
Ward 1
Identity Theft- On April 6, 2010 at 11:14pm in the 4200 block of East West Highway it was reported that between February 25, 2010 and March 25, 2010 the victims identity was used to make unauthorized purchases through a credit union account. No suspect was identified. Further investigation is conducted by financial institution. 

Breaking & Entering– On April 29, 2010 between 12:15 and 2:35pm in the 4400 block of Sheridan St. the resident arrived and notice a rear window had been broken and items missing from the home. The UPPD responded and it was determined that suspects had stolen two flat screen TV’s and a laptop computer. The area was canvassed for possible suspects and the scene was processed for fingerprints. A witness described the suspects as two black males, 5’9”, one wearing blue jeans and black t-shirts. The investigation is on-going. 

Attempt Breaking & Entering– On April 30, 2010 1:00pm in the 4300 block of Tuckerman St. a resident contacted police for suspicious persons in the rear yard of a neighbor. The reporting person observed the suspects leave the area on the bike path towards Baltimore Ave. The area was canvassed for the suspects and none were located. It was determined that a storm window had been pushed open, but entry was not made and nothing was stolen. The investigation is on-going. 

Breaking & Entering– On April 30, 2010 1:00pm in the 4300 block of Tuckerman St. resident contacted police for suspicious persons in the rear yard of a neighbor. The UPPD were checking homes in the immediate area and discovered an unlocked front and rear door of a residence. The homeowner arrived home and it was determined that suspects had entered through a rear window and stolen three laptop computers and a red duffle bag. The witness described the suspects as two black males, 5’10”, one wearing blue jeans. The area was canvassed for additional witnesses and the crime scene was processed for fingerprints. The suspects were not located. Investigation is on-going. 
Ward 2
Ward 3

Ward 4

Breaking & Entering– On April 27, 2010 12:05pm in the 6700 block of Wells Parkway a concerned resident advised that they had observed a suspicious person enter a rear window of the residence on Wells Parkway. Officers responded and upon arrival observed the suspect jump out of a side window and run east on Wells Parkway. UPPD and PGPD officers established a perimeter and the suspect was apprehended on Tuckerman St. at Queens Chapel Rd.  A Mr. Taryvon Carey, of Riverdale Park, Maryland was charged with Breaking and Entering. Subject was also charged for Breaking & Entering at the 6800 block of 40th Ave. and 6700 block of Forest Hill Rd.  Case Closed. 
Ward 5

Theft  from Auto- On April 23, 2010 between midnight and 7:30am in the 6800 block of Pineway Rd. suspects broke the passenger side window and stole four tires and rims from a 2007 Chevrolet, Corvette. The neighborhood was canvassed and the scene processed for fingerprints. No suspect/s was located. The investigation is on-going. 
Ward 6

Theft  from Auto- On April 1, 2010 between 1:00am and 8:30am in the 6900 block of 40th Ave. suspects broke the passenger side window of a 2005 Subaru, Impreza and stole a Garmin GPS unit and a Oakley duffle bag. No suspect/s was located. The investigation is on-going. 

Theft  from Auto- On April 1, 2010 between 1:00am and 8:30am in the 6900 block of 40th Ave. suspects broke the passenger side window of a 1998 Honda, Accord and stole a Magellan GPS unit. No suspect/s was located. The investigation is on-going

Assault- On April 9, 2010 at 7:30pm in the 6600 block of Adelphi Rd. a 17 year old, male was walking home from Northwestern High School when he was assaulted two unidentified suspects. The suspects had knocked him to the ground and punched him, took a set of head phones and then ran towards Prince George’s Plaza. No description of the suspects was available. The victim did not require medical attention. Investigation is on-going.

Theft- Between April 13, 2010 12:00pm April 14, 2010 10:30am in the 6900 block of Forest Hill Dr. it was reported that some had stolen the rear license tag from a 2000 Buick, LeSabre. No suspect/s was located. 

Theft- On April 19, 2010 at 8:05pm in the 4000 block of Beechwood Rd. the resident advised that a suspect wearing a blue jacket had entered the rear yard and stole a blue Trek mountain bike. The suspect exited the yard and fled through the park area. The area was searched and no suspect was located.  

Ward 6

Breaking & Entering– On April 27, 2010 12:45pm in the 6700 block of Forest Hill Rd. the UPPD had discovered that the rear window of the residence was broken after recovering a laptop computer and backpack from a Breaking & Entering crime scene on Wells Parkway. The homeowner arrived and identified the property taken as his. The suspect was identified and charged for Breaking & Entering. Case Closed. 

Breaking & Entering– On April 27, 2010 12:30pm in the 6800 block of 40th Ave. the resident arrived home and found a rear window screen had been damaged and property was stolen from the home. The UPPD responded and a suspect was identified and charged for Breaking & Entering. Case Closed.

Ward 7

**Anyone with tips regarding crimes committed in University Park is encouraged to contact the UPPD. All information will be kept confidential. 
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