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MEETING OF

UNIVERSITY PARK MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL

UNIVERSITY PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

4315 UNDERWOOD STREET

7:30 P.M.

      July 12, 2010
        REGULAR SESSION 
1.  
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Tabori at 7:40 p.m.

Present:
Ms. Mallino, Ms. McPherson, Mr. Lucas, Ms. Toscano, Ms. O’Connor, Mr. Carey
Excused: 
Ms. Bradley Chacón 
Absent:
None

2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Mr. Lucas

3.  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

Approval of the June 21, 2010 meeting minutes was tabled until after the Landy Property presentation.


Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Ms. Toscano
Yea:  6



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0

4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:     June 21, 2010 Meeting
Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Mr. Lucas
Yea:  5



Nay: 0


Abstain: 1 (Ms. O’Connor)
5.  PUBLIC COMMENT

· MD STATE DEL. Justin Ross is scheduled to give a legislative update.

Mr. Ross was unable to attend this meeting.

· Reps. from Landy will give an update on Landy property & present new design

Mr. Richard Reed, attorney; Mr. Jay Parker, the developer’s engineering representative, and property owners Mr. and Mrs. Blumberg attended the Council meeting. Mr. Reed discussed the history of the Landy property development. He noted the University Park had raised concerns about traffic, storm water management, and the impact on the local school system in the initial development proposal for the property. 

Mr. Reed presented a series of PowerPoint slides that showed the revised development proposal for the Landy property. The new proposal is to implement the development in phases. Phase 1 of the development would include 400 units. The total number of units approved for the site under R-10 zoning is 1300 units. The 400 unit structure, originally proposed as a 16 story building, would now be 4 stories in height. This design change addresses the community’s concerns about the massing of the structure. The new design will also bring the storefront/street level environment to face Belcrest Road. This is consistent with the guidance received from the MNCPP staff, to encourage pedestrians and walkable access to the Metro station. Mr. Parker described the design concepts that motivated the revised proposal. The southeastern elevation of the buildings will include dormer features that provide variation and modulation in the roofline, in keeping with the residential feel of the structure, as opposed to a flat roofline more typical of a commercial building. The building materials will be stone and brick, which are upgraded materials from block or concrete typically used for this type of construction. 

The storm water management plan contains two alternative designs. One alternative is underground storage tanks on-site. The other is a regional solution in the 9-Pond watershed. Mr. Reed said the development would comply with State regulations for storm water management and water quality. 

A Town resident asked if the PowerPoint presentation would be made available on-line. Mr. Reed said the presentation would be placed on-line. A resident asked what elevations would be used for the buildings in Phase 2 and later phases. Mr. Reed said the elevations of the subsequent sections would be assessed at a later time. The resident strongly expressed his concerns that this development is a tenement in the making. Mr. Blumberg said the current thinking is to keep the development to 4 to 5 stories in height. He said he was interested in opening up the views and structures from a landscaping standpoint. The property is currently zoned R-10, which is the zoning the property has held for years. Mr. Blumberg pointed out that the external facades on the building will use brick and stone, which are upgraded materials from what is used in many developments. He stressed that the development is an opportunity to create an improved environment. 

Mr. Carey asked about storm water management. Could pervious pavers be used in the surface parking areas? The engineering firm representative said that pervious pavers were considered, but that bioswales were seen as more advantageous. During Phase 1, the water quality standards can be managed on-site. The water volume will require either on-site underground tanks or a regional solution. 

Mr. Lucas asked about the impact of traffic from Northwestern High School on the development. Mr. Parker said that the back edge of the property will be fenced. Access to the parking lot will be controlled through gated and keyed access points. Mr. Lucas said that his concern is that Belcrest Road is not wide enough to handle the traffic volume. 

Mr. Stickles discussed the importance of the partnership with the development teams in the area, as development around the Metro station area is inevitable. He complimented Mr. Blumberg and his development team for having gone beyond what could have been expected or hoped for by the Town of University Park in engaging in a partnership. 

On a new topic, Mayor Tabori reported that the Belcrest property proposal was remanded, specifically on the point of the 32 story building, by the District Council today. Mayor Tabori said the important point is to ensure that development takes place in a way that preserves University Park’s quality of life. 

6.  PERMITS


A.
APPLICATION TO CONSTRUCT 2ND FLOOR DORMER ADDITION


            (Carey, 4314 Sheridan Street)  Ward 1


Motion: To approve the construction of a 2nd floor dormer addition (26 x 30 x 25) on Lot 5, Block 5, Section 1 at 4315 Sheridan Street.

Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Ms. Toscano
Yea:  6



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0

7.   CONSENT AGENDA


Motion: To approve the following consent agenda item.

Moved by: Mr. Carey


Seconded by: Ms. McPherson
Yea:  6



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0


A.
APPLICATION TO REPLACE FENCE



(Jackson, 4213 Van Buren Street)  Ward 4

8.  DEPARTMENT REPORTS

A.  MAYOR’S REPORT- Mayor John Rogard Tabori

Mayor Tabori reported his concern that the Belcrest property review was placed on the District Council agenda around 9 a.m. on the day the hearing was held. This leaves extremely little time for review and comment by the Town of University Park. 

Mayor Tabori had the documentation on the Town salary structure and the employee salaries requested by the Council at the previous Council meeting. He said he would distribute them to the Council members after this evening’s meeting. 

Mr. Lucas reported on a recent Maryland Municipal League (MML) meeting. Mr. Lucas said he raised strong objections to Maryland State Delegate Justin Ross for moving to postpone the state water quality management bill from taking effect until 2017. Mr. Lucas said that water quality standards have to be set and enforced at the State level; otherwise the least restrictive municipal regulations will determine the water quality throughout the Chesapeake watershed. Every delay and postponement allows more damage and pollution to accumulate in the environment. 

Mr. Lucas raised the point that there appears to be work taking place in the garage next to the house on 40th Avenue during the early hours of the morning, including 2 a.m. This is the two story structure that has raised significant disputes over whether or not the structure was a garage and whether or not the structure was in compliance with building codes. 

Mr. Lucas raised concerns about Pepco’s slow response to requests for street light repairs. Mayor Tabori touched on his personal experiences with Pepco’s astonishingly slow response on street light repairs. He noted that Pepco has not connected the solar panel installed on the Church of the Brethren. The church has reached out to the Town of University Park as well as local and state legislators for assistance in addressing this issue with Pepco. 

B. REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES- Chief Michael Wynnyk

Chief Wynnyk distributed a handout of the May Crime Statistics report, which is included in these minutes as Attachment 7B.

Chief Wynnyk said he participated in a class on mutual aid agreements at the MML meeting. 

Chief Wynnyk said he met with the Town Public Safety Committee last week, and this evening held the first of a series of public safety meetings at University Park Elementary School. The meeting was well attended by Town residents.  

9.  CONTINUING BUSINESS


A.  UPDATE ON BELCREST PLAZA/LANDY PROJECT

Mayor Tabori has no additional comments beyond those made earlier in the meeting.

10.  NEW BUSINESS


A.   TRAFFIC STUDY DISCUSSION (Ward 6)
Mayor Tabori said that he had talked with Mr. Jim Cook, the traffic engineer who has previously carried out traffic studies for the Town. Mayor Tabori said he would seek a quote for a study in Ward 6 with Council’s permission. The study would include both traffic volume and traffic speed. Ms. Mallino raised the concern of the time gap between carrying out a study and actually putting in place traffic control measures such as stop signs. Ms. O’Connor said has talked at length with residents in her ward and has identified specific points where the study would provide helpful data. 

Ed Lee, College Heights Drive, said that he has observed a considerable volume of speeding traffic. He noted that it is possible that the traffic pattern could be different in the summer, as Northwestern High School is not in session. Mayor Tabori invited Ms. O’Connor to recommend the locations for traffic monitoring.  

B.  DISCUSSION OF REVIEW AND AWARD SCHEDULE FOR TOWN COMMUNITY      GRANTS 

C.  PUBLIC DISCUSSION OF TOWN GRANT FROM US DOE TO CREATE A                     COMMUNITY ENERGY TRANSFORMATION PROGRAM 
Mayor Tabori responded to the questions Mr. Carey had raised on July 7. There were four main categories of questions. 

1. Accountability

Mayor Tabori said that the Town’s QuickBooks program can do the job accounting required under this grant. He said he believes that the Town’s auditors are capable of doing single audits of grants or contracts. The benefits for residents of the Town will be identified in the work plan for the program. The Committee prepares the work plan with contributions from Town Hall and the Council members. Mr. Carey added that there would be a strong contribution from the program manager. 

2. Opportunity Cost

Mayor Tabori said that he is in the process of modifying the timesheets for Town employees to be able to track work by job numbers. He explained the Department of Energy has a timeline for how costs on the program will be committed. Ms. Mallino recommended that how the committee is structured and who will serve be defined by the end of August. This grant program is a community-driven initiative. 

3. Risk

Mayor Tabori said the areas of risk are financial risks for homeowners and the banks if borrowers default on loans, in identifying contractors capable of carrying out energy efficient installations, and conducting the energy audits, as this would require contractors to enter people’s homes.

4. Logistics

The Mayor and the Council discussed the details around hiring the project manager and how that person would be managed. Mayor Tabori noted that the proposal identified an ‘energy coach’. The energy coach has very specific responsibilities in the proposal and this is not exactly the same as a project manager’s responsibilities. Mayor Tabori said he would distribute the position description for the energy coach to the Council members for review in the next several days. 

The project manager/energy coach would report to the Mayor, who has the equivalent responsibilities of a CEO or business manager. Mayor Tabori said it is important to analyze and evaluate the several layers of tax credits and rebates that will help residents offset the cost of energy efficient improvements. The position of the project manager would end when the energy grant contract ends in three years. 

Mr. Carey and Ms. Mallino discussed the reporting structure of personnel involved in this program. 

11.   ADJOURNMENT  at 10 p.m.

Submitted by: ______________________






    
    John Rogard Tobori







              Mayor
APPENDIX 7B. REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES

Police Information

Crime Statistics (June 1st-30th) 2010

Ward 1
Theft  from Auto-  Between June 26, 9:30pm June 27, 2010 3:30pm in the 4200 block of Sheridan St. suspects entered an unlocked 2004 Ford pickup truck and stole a Tom-Tom GPS unit, some coins and two prescription bottles. No suspect/s was located. The investigation is on-going.

Ward 2

Breaking & Entering– On June 8, 2010 between 8:00 am and 1:45pm in the 6500 block of 40th Ave. the resident arrived home and notice a rear window broken. The police were notified and responding units checked the home. It was determined that the suspect/s entered the residence by breaking a rear window. The home was ransacked and items stolen included a Gateway laptop computer, Sharp 19” flat panel TV, change and assorted jewelry. The area was canvassed for possible suspects and the scene was processed for fingerprints. The investigation is on-going. 

Breaking & Entering (Shed)– On June 26, 2010 it was reported that on May 19, 2010 between 6:00 am and 4:30 pm 6500 block of 43th Ave. suspect/s entered the shed and stole a Honda lawnmower and an electric edger. The investigation is on-going. 

Theft  from Auto- On June 5, 2010 between 2:00am and 7:30am in the 6300 block of Queens Chapel Rd. suspects broke the drivers side door lock of a 1993 Chevy/ Suburban  and stole the radio faceplate. A suspect was located and warrants for arrest applied for. Case Closed. 

Ward 3 

Breaking & Entering– On June 7, 2010 between 8:15 am and 7:20pm in the 4400 block of Underwood St. the resident arrived home and discovered property missing. The police were notified and responding units checked the home. It was determined that the suspect/s entered the residence through a rear window. Items stolen included two Mac Book laptop computers, change and an I-Pod music player. The area was canvassed for possible suspects and the scene was processed for fingerprints. The investigation is on-going. 

Stolen & Recovered Auto- On June 29, 2010 at 5:30am in the 4400 block of Van Buren St. a disabled vehicle parked in the middle of the road was determined to have been stolen from the 6700 block of 44th Ave. a short time earlier. The owner was notified and vehicle returned. No suspect/s was located. The investigation is on-going

Ward 4

Ward 5

Theft  from Auto- On June 30, 2010 it was reported that between June 18th and June 20th suspects entered an unlocked 1993 Ford/Crown GVictoria and stole a GPS unit. No suspect/s was located. The investigation is on-going

Ward 6

Theft  from Auto- On June 5, 2010 Officer Swann was assisting the Riverdale Park Police with suspicious subjects on East West Highway. The subjects were in possession of backpacks containing several GPS and other property. Further investigation by UPPD officer Swann determined that some property was taken from a vehicle in the 6700 block of Adelphi Rd. Subjects were arrested and charged. Case Closed. 

Theft  from Auto- On June 10, 2010 between 8:00am and 6:00pm in the 6700 block of 40th Ave. suspects entered a 1999 Honda/ Civic damaging the passenger window and stole a Panasonic car radio and the rear spoiler from the vehicle. No suspect/s was located. The vehicle was processed for fingerprints. The investigation is on-going

Ward 7

Theft  from Auto-  Between June 27, 9:00pm June 28, 2010 11:00am in the 7000 block of Wells Parkway suspects entered an unlocked 2004 Honda/ Civic and stole approximately 20 music CD’s and some coins. Two other vehicles in the driveway were entered but nothing was taken. No suspect/s was located. The investigation is on-going.

Theft  from Auto-  Between June 23, 9:00pm June 24, 2010 9:00am in the 6900 block of 40th Ave. suspects broke the passenger side window of a 2005 Toyota/ Corolla and stole a Garmin GPS unit. No suspect/s was located. The investigation is on-going
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