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MEETING OF

UNIVERSITY PARK MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL

UNIVERSITY PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

4315 UNDERWOOD STREET

7:30 P.M.

      May 3, 2010
        REGULAR SESSION 
                    

1.  
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Tabori

Present:
Ms. Mallino, Ms. O’Connor, Mr. Lucas, Ms. Toscano, Ms. McPherson, Ms. Bradley Chacón
Excused: 
Mr. Carey
Absent:
None

2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Ms. Toscano

3.  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA


Moved by: Ms. McPherson

Seconded by:  Ms. Toscano

Yea:  6



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0
4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:     April 19, 2010 Meeting

p. 2, Agenda Item 5, last paragraph, added sentence:  The Anacostia River clean-up program will bring $1.7 Billion to cleaning up the watershed.

p. 3, Agenda Item 6, last paragraph, modifed sentence:  Ms. Bradley Chacón asked what the impact was of postponing the vote to the next Council meeting; she said that she heard the points that Mr. Lucas and Ms. Mallino raised and honored their concerns that permit application deadline policy be consistently followed.

p. 4, Agenda Item 7C, first sentence:  Mr. Baden distributed discussed a handout of the March Treasurer’s report, which are included in these minutes as Attachment 7C.


Moved by: Ms. Toscano

Seconded by:  Ms. Mallino

Yea:  6



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0
5.  PUBLIC COMMENT

Mr. Lucas reported on the stream cleanup activities performed by the Boy Scouts and community members including Mr. John Brunner, and Ms. Linda Verril. The group removed the log located at 44th St. that was obstructing the stream flow. The recent storm washed three large bags of trash into the debris trap installed the stream. Mr. Lucas recommended sending a bill to WSSC itemizing the 300+ hours of community labor devoted to cleaning up the stream. Ms. Mallino said that the County took over storm water management from Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission (WSSC). Mr. Lucas then suggested that the town Public Works employees clean out the debris trap, and a bill for those expenditures be sent to the County. Mr. Lynn Dudinsky raised the concern that a bill couldn’t be created for volunteer hours, as this time is donated. Ms. Toscano said that volunteer hours could be accounted for in calculating the value of contributions. Mayor Tabori said he would follow up on this issue with Mr. Lucas and Ms. Toscano and determine how the Town could move forward with a letter. 

Mr. Lucas said that he has had conversations with Mr. Tom Stickles about carrying out a citizen’s patrol through the Town park. Mr. Lucas, Mayor Tabori, and Chief Wynnyk discussed that citizen patrols and citizen watch activities had been considered in the past. The drawback was the lack of resident engagement in the effort. 

6.  PERMITS

A.   APPLICATION TO CONSTRUCT RETAINING WALL AND ENLARGE PATIO


        (Clissold, 4102 College Heights Drive)  Ward 6

Mr. Clissold attended the meeting to address the Council and the Mayor. 


Motion:
To approve the construction of an 18” (h) brick retaining wall, and patio addition 87 (sf) on Lot 15, Block 36 at 4102 College Heights Drive.


Moved by: Ms. O’Connor

Seconded by:  Ms. Mallino

Yea:  6



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0

B.  APPLICATION TO INSTALL 4 FOOT FENCE 


      (Dudinsky/Gast, 4317 Woodberry Street)  Ward 4

Mr. Dudinsky attended the meeting to address the Council and the Mayor. 


Motion:
To approve the installation of a 4’ wood fence on Lot 8, Block 24, Section 6-A at 4317 Woodberry Street.


Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by:  Ms. Toscano

Yea:  6



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0
7.   CONSENT AGENDA


Motion: 
To approve the following consent agenda items.


Moved by: Ms. McPherson

Seconded by:  Ms. Bradley Chacón

Yea:  6



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0

A.  APPLICATION TO REPLACE 4’ CHAIN LINK FENCE WITH 4’ PICKET                              FENCE  (Thome, 4108 Van Buren Street)  Ward 7


B. UNDERWOOD STREET 4400 BLOCK PARTY/STREET CLOSURE


    (Saturday, May 22, 4:00 PM-11:00 PM)  Ward 3

8.  DEPARTMENT REPORTS

A.  MAYOR’S REPORT- Mayor John Rogard Tabori

Mayor Tabori distributed a revised version of the budget to Council. He said that the revised budget does not include the fifth economic model that he is in the process of developing. Mayor Tabori also distributed the email he received from WSSC concerning the paving agreement table for reimbursement. He said that he would like to hold a meeting with Council on May 10 on this topic specifically. The latest information received by WSSC calls into question the Town’s plans and proposed schedule for street repairs and street maintenance. 

Mayor Tabori said that Arbor Day drew over 200 children in attendance and was a wonderful ceremony. To commemorate Arbor Day a cedar tree was planted in the park. Mayor Tabori thanked University Park Elementary School for the school’s support and participation.   

B. REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES- Chief Michael Wynnyk

Chief Wynnyk distributed a handout of the April Crime Statistics report, which is included in these minutes as Attachment 8B.

Chief Wynnyk said that he is investigating potential partnerships with surrounding municipalities to determine if cameras can be placed along Adelphi Road. 

Mr. Lucas asked Chief Wynnyk about having residents engaged in public safety, for example through citizen bike patrols or through a neighborhood watch. Chief Wynnyk said that managing such a program and/or establishing a dispatch system could be very expensive. Mayor Tabori asked the Public Safety Committee, comprised of Mr. Lucas, Ms. Toscano, and Ms. McPherson, to hold a meeting on this topic in the near future. 

Chief Wynnyk and the Council members discussed ways of improving sightlines in the park to improve public safety. Mayor Tabori recommended approaching an environmental firm that specializes in managing these issues. At one time Town Hall thought they had identified a potential vendor to support this type of analysis, but the vendor did not get back in touch with Town Hall. Mayor Tabori said this issue touches on both the Tree Committee and the Public Safety Committee. 

9.  CONTINUING BUSINESS


A.  UPDATE ON BELCREST PLAZA/LANDY PROJECT

Mayor Tabori said that he read the Town’s letter into the public record. The development proposal was remanded by unanimous vote of the District Council. All comments made by the Town of University Park were accepted. 


B.   LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION 10-O-07: Fiscal 2011 Budget 


Motion:
To approve/disapprove Legislation Resolution 10-O-07: Fiscal 2011 Budget. 


Moved by: 



Seconded by:  


Yea:  




Nay: 


Abstain: 



Final vote for this item will be at May 17, 2010 Meeting.


C.  COUNCIL DISCUSSION OF FISCAL 2011 BUDGET

Mayor Tabori reviewed the budget he distributed to the Council members. Changes to the previous version were marked in yellow. Ms. Mallino said that she would request an executive session at the next meeting to discuss personnel salaries. 

Mayor Tabori and Ms. Mallino discussed the details of the correct and legal way to reflect grants and donations in the budget. Ms. Bradley Chacón thanked Ms. Mallino for developing the grant proposal. 


Motion:
To approve setting line item A2, Department of Public Works salaries, to the amount of $533,500.  


Moved by: Ms. Mallino 

Seconded by: Ms. McPherson 


Yea:  6



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0
Mr. Lucas asked about addressing the trees in the park overgrown by ivy. Mayor Tabori asked that any work done in the park be carried out through a sponsored activity, i.e. Stream Committee, Tree Committee, Civic Association or by notifying Mr. Beall in the Public Works Department. 

Ms. Mallino asked about the calculation of budget line item 51, Street Lighting, and whether or not this amount included Pepco’s requested rate increase. Mayor Tabori said he would verify that point with Mr. Beall. Mr. Lucas brought up the point of the Town’s intentions to obtain ownership of the streetlights within the Town boundaries. Ms. Mallino said some portions of the Town have been switched to high-pressure sodium (HPS) lights. 

Mayor Tabori and the Council discussed the final operating deficit under the proposed budget, which is $17,795.00. The gap will reduce to $12,795.00 when the $75 fee increase for rental licenses goes into effect. The gap will reduce to $7,795.00 when $5,000 is removed from the salaries line item. The deficit is the amount of budget that exceeds projected revenue, and the gap would be covered by the reserve accounts. 

Mayor Tabori said that the maximum bond needed to carry out all of the work detailed in the University Park Five Year Street Maintenance Plan would be $500,000.

Ms. Bradley Chacón asked for a five year history of Town expenses, to provide historical background on the Town’s budget. Mayor Tabori said that five years of budget information is available for salaries and for the total budget. This information should be available through QuickBooks and Mayor Tabori offered to extract it if Council members were interested in reviewing it. Ms. Bradley Chacón asked if Town employees were expected to match or contribute to the retirement plan. Mayor Tabori said that all Town employees are contributing to the 401(k) portion of the retirement plan. The Town and the employees both contribute to the State retirement plan. 

Ms. Toscano and Mayor Tabori discussed ways to obtain enhanced reporting from QuickBooks; they agreed to target July [the beginning of the new fiscal year] as the month to start making better data views available. 
10.  NEW BUSINESS


A.  RENEWAL PARKING WAIVER FOR RENTAL PROPERTY

(Reid, 6713 Queens Chapel Road) Ward 3

 
Motion:
To approve six month renewal parking waiver for up to two vehicles at 6713 Queens Chapel Road. 


Moved by: Ms. McPherson

Seconded by:  Ms. Mallino

Yea:  6



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0

B.  RENEWAL PARKING WAIVER FOR RENTAL PROPERTY 


      (Cline, 4429 Underwood Street) Ward 3


Motion:
To approve six month renewal parking waiver for up to three vehicles at 4429 Underwood Street. 


Moved by: 
Ms. McPherson
Seconded by:  Ms. Mallino

Yea:  6



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0
Mayor Tabori asked the Council to consider taking up parking waivers under Agenda Item 6, permits, in the future. He explained that parking waivers cannot be considered under the consent agenda because they are requests for variances from the Town Code.

     

C.  BUDGET TRANSFERS Introduction
Motion:
To approve the introduction of the transfer of $23,500 from Unreserved Fund Balance to the following accounts: Legal Fees-$10,000, Vehicle Maintenance/Police-$3,500, Vehicle Maintenance/Public Works-$10,000.


Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by:  Mr. Lucas

Yea:  6



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0
11.   ADJOURNMENT  at 10 p.m.

Submitted by: ______________________






    
    John Rogard Tabori








Mayor

APPENDIX 8B. REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES
Police Information

Crime Statistics (April1st-30th) 2010
Ward 1
Identity Theft- On April 6, 2010 at 11:14pm in the 4200 block of East West Highway it was reported that between February 25, 2010 and March 25, 2010 the victims identity was used to make unauthorized purchases through a credit union account. No suspect was identified. Further investigation is conducted by financial institution. 

Breaking & Entering– On April 29, 2010 between 12:15 and 2:35pm in the 4400 block of Sheridan St. the resident arrived and notice a rear window had been broken and items missing from the home. The UPPD responded and it was determined that suspects had stolen two flat screen TV’s and a laptop computer. The area was canvassed for possible suspects and the scene was processed for fingerprints. A witness described the suspects as two black males, 5’9”, one wearing blue jeans and black t-shirts. The investigation is on-going. 

Attempt Breaking & Entering– On April 30, 2010 1:00pm in the 4300 block of Tuckerman St. a resident contacted police for suspicious persons in the rear yard of a neighbor. The reporting person observed the suspects leave the area on the bike path towards Baltimore Ave. The area was canvassed for the suspects and none were located. It was determined that a storm window had been pushed open, but entry was not made and nothing was stolen. The investigation is on-going. 

Breaking & Entering– On April 30, 2010 1:00pm in the 4300 block of Tuckerman St. resident contacted police for suspicious persons in the rear yard of a neighbor. The UPPD were checking homes in the immediate area and discovered an unlocked front and rear door of a residence. The homeowner arrived home and it was determined that suspects had entered through a rear window and stolen three laptop computers and a red duffle bag. The witness described the suspects as two black males, 5’10”, one wearing blue jeans. The area was canvassed for additional witnesses and the crime scene was processed for fingerprints. The suspects were not located. Investigation is on-going. 

Ward 2
Ward 3

Ward 4

Breaking & Entering– On April 27, 2010 12:05pm in the 6700 block of Wells Parkway a concerned resident advised that they had observed a suspicious person enter a rear window of the residence on Wells Parkway. Officers responded and upon arrival observed the suspect jump out of a side window and run east on Wells Parkway. UPPD and PGPD officers established a perimeter and the suspect was apprehended on Tuckerman St. at Queens Chapel Rd.  A Mr. Taryvon Carey, of Riverdale Park, Maryland was charged with Breaking and Entering. Subject was also charged for Breaking & Entering at the 6800 block of 40th Ave. and 6700 block of Forest Hill Rd.  Case Closed. 
Ward 5

Theft  from Auto- On April 23, 2010 between midnight and 7:30am in the 6800 block of Pineway Rd. suspects broke the passenger side window and stole four tires and rims from a 2007 Chevrolet, Corvette. The neighborhood was canvassed and the scene processed for fingerprints. No suspect/s was located. The investigation is on-going. 
Ward 6

Theft  from Auto- On April 1, 2010 between 1:00am and 8:30am in the 6900 block of 40th Ave. suspects broke the passenger side window of a 2005 Subaru, Impreza and stole a Garmin GPS unit and a Oakley duffle bag. No suspect/s was located. The investigation is on-going. 

Theft  from Auto- On April 1, 2010 between 1:00am and 8:30am in the 6900 block of 40th Ave. suspects broke the passenger side window of a 1998 Honda, Accord and stole a Magellan GPS unit. No suspect/s was located. The investigation is on-going

Assault- On April 9, 2010 at 7:30pm in the 6600 block of Adelphi Rd. a 17 year old, male was walking home from Northwestern High School when he was assaulted two unidentified suspects. The suspects had knocked him to the ground and punched him, took a set of head phones and then ran towards Prince George’s Plaza. No description of the suspects was available. The victim did not require medical attention. Investigation is on-going.

Theft- Between April 13, 2010 12:00pm April 14, 2010 10:30am in the 6900 block of Forest Hill Dr. it was reported that some had stolen the rear license tag from a 2000 Buick, LeSabre. No suspect/s was located. 

Theft- On April 19, 2010 at 8:05pm in the 4000 block of Beechwood Rd. the resident advised that a suspect wearing a blue jacket had entered the rear yard and stole a blue Trek mountain bike. The suspect exited the yard and fled through the park area. The area was searched and no suspect was located.  

Ward 6

Breaking & Entering– On April 27, 2010 12:45pm in the 6700 block of Forest Hill Rd. the UPPD had discovered that the rear window of the residence was broken after recovering a laptop computer and backpack from a Breaking & Entering crime scene on Wells Parkway. The homeowner arrived and identified the property taken as his. The suspect was identified and charged for Breaking & Entering. Case Closed. 

Breaking & Entering– On April 27, 2010 12:30pm in the 6800 block of 40th Ave. the resident arrived home and found a rear window screen had been damaged and property was stolen from the home. The UPPD responded and a suspect was identified and charged for Breaking & Entering. Case Closed.

Ward 7
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