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MEETING OF

UNIVERSITY PARK MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL

UNIVERSITY PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

4315 UNDERWOOD STREET

7:30 P.M.

      April 12, 2010
        REGULAR SESSION 
1.  
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Tabori

Present:
Mr. Carey, Ms. Mallino, Ms. O’Connor, Mr. Lucas, Ms. McPherson, Ms. Bradley Chacón
Excused: 
Ms. Toscano

Absent:
None

2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Ms. O’Connor

3.  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Mr. Carey
Yea:  6



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0

4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:     March 15, 2010 Meeting

Approve the meeting minutes with the following changes:

p. 4, Section 7D, first paragraph: Reword the paragraph to read: “Mr. Baden distributed a handout of discussed the February budget report, which is included in these minutes as Attachment 7C. He discussed the report with the Council members.
Moved by: Mr. Carey


Seconded by: Ms. O’Connor
Yea:  6



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0





March 31, 2010 Special Meeting

Approve the meeting minutes with the following changes:

Remove the second paragraph completely.

Correct the meeting adjournment to be 7:50 PM, not 6:50 PM.

Moved by: Mr. Lucas


Seconded by: Ms. O’Connor 
Yea:  4



Nay: 0




Abstain: 2 (Ms. McPherson, Ms. Bradley Chacón)

5.  PUBLIC COMMENT

None.

6.  CONSENT AGENDA


Motion: To approve the following consent agenda items:

Moved by: Ms. McPherson

Seconded by: Mr. Carey
Yea:  6



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0


A.  APPLICATION TO REPLACE DRIVEWAY

                  (Nau, 4319 Clagett Road)  Ward 5


B.  APPLICATION TO REPLACE DRIVEWAY

                  (Clark, 4400 Underwood Street)  Ward 3


C.  APPLICATION TO RESURFACE DRIVEWAY AND INSTALL PAVERS


     (Visnic, 4404 Underwood Street)  Ward 3
7.  PERMITS

A.   APPLICATION TO REPAIR BRICK WALKWAY; REPAVE DRIVEWAY; INSTALL NEW STORM DRAIN


        (Troiano, 6602 44th Avenue)  Ward 3

Ms. Troiano attended the meeting.


Motion: To approve the repair of a brick walkway, repave a driveway, and install a new storm drain in compliance with County guidelines on Lot 2, Block 14, Section 3 at 6602 44th Avenue.

Moved by: Ms. McPherson

Seconded by: Ms. Mallino
Yea:  6



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0


B.   APPLICATION TO INSTALL NON-CONFORMING 6’ FENCE 

                   (Thompson/Marrarri, 4403 Sheridan Street)  Ward 1

Mr. Thompson and Ms. Marrarri addressed the Council and the Mayor to answer their questions. Mr. Thompson responded to Mr. Lucas’ concerns about the height of the fence. Ms. Marrarri spoke of her concerns about being closely observed by large groups of men on the adjacent rental property as she gardened in her back yard. Ms. O’Connor asked if a six foot high fence was required to surround a pool. Mr. Carey said the Town Code required a six foot high fence for a pool. The property contains a Koi pond, which is 2 feet deep in some places. A body of water that is 24 inches or more in depth is considered a pond that must be enclosed by a fence that is six feet in height and has locked access gates. 


Motion: To approve the variance request for the installation of a non-conforming 6’ board on board fence on Lots 18,19, and 20, Block 1, Section 1 at 4403 Sheridan Street, said fence to surround an existing pond over two feet in depth, pending the receipt of a County permit.

Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Ms. Bradley Chacón
Yea:  6



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0

C.  APPLICATION TO INSTALL DECK

                  (Naylor/Shannon, 4405 Underwood Street)  Ward 3


Motion: To approve the installation of an 11’x 13’deck on Lot 13, Block B, Section 3 at 4405 Underwood Street

Moved by: Ms. McPherson

Seconded by: Ms. O’Connor
Yea:  6



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0


D.  APPLICATION TO INSTALL 4’ FENCE

                  (Horvath, 4317 Clagett Road)  Ward 5

Ms. Horvath attended the meeting and addressed the Council and the Mayor. 


Motion: To approve the installation of a new 4’ board on board fence on Lot 15, Block 25, Section 6A at 4317 Clagett Road.

Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Mr. Carey
Yea:  6



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0

8.  DEPARTMENT REPORTS

A.  MAYOR’S REPORT- Mayor John Rogard Tabori

Mayor Tabori distributed for Council review and comment a copy of the letter prepared by Town Attorney Ferguson to County Council Member Olson regarding the 2011 budget request for the Maryland National Capital Parks and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC). Mayor Tabori said that $30,000 has been designated to develop a historical basis for expanding University Park’s Historical District to encompass all of the Town. 

Ms. Bradley Chacon commented that the Historic District Initiative meetings held with representatives of College Heights Estates Civic Association had evolved in a very positive way from initially being somewhat tense to becoming a cooperative and communicative initiative. She had learned that U.P.'s Historic Preservation Association had itself evolved from U.P.'s Historic District initiative a grass roots, volunteer based initiative of U.P. residents who went door to door to promote the Historic District.  She also praised the outcome of U.P. coordinating its 75th anniversary celebration with a possible new Historic District Initiative to include new parts of U.P.


Motion: To approve submitting a letter to County Council Member Eric Olson in support of requesting funds from the 2011 National Capital Parks and Planning Commission (M-NCPPC) budget for assistance in preparing the University Park Historic District nomination and supporting documentation.
Moved by: Ms. Bradley Chacón
Seconded by: Ms. Mallino
Yea:  5



Nay: 0




Abstain: 1 (Ms. O’Connor)

Mayor Tabori distributed a letter from Mr. Tom Stickles reporting on the success of the Wells Run stream clean-up on Saturday, April 10. Mayor Tabori commended the efforts of the residents in working to improve the water quality and water flow of the stream. 

Mayor Tabori distributed the five year plan for the Town budget. He said that he would send the documents electronically to the Council members and also post them to the Town web site. The budget considers four different scenarios, which Mayor Tabori described briefly. Mayor Tabori publicly thanked Mr. Baden, Mr. Beall, and Chief Wynnyk on their contributions to preparing the Town budget. Mr. Carey asked a question about potential out year tax increases. Mayor Tabori noted that if the Maryland Highway User’s fund monies had not been withdrawn from the municipalities, the Town would be running a surplus. The Maryland Highway User’s fund contributed on the order of $120,000 to the Town’s budget annually. 

Mayor Tabori said that Town Hall received a Detailed Site Plan (DSP) for the Domain development in College Park, located at Mowatt Lane and Campus Drive. This is a mixed use, commercial and residential development. 

Mr. Beall added two notes to the Mayor’s report. The first was an update on the status of the construction programs taking place in the Town. There will be seven different work crews carrying out operations in University Park. He is working to coordinate the removal and replacement of the street humps (traffic control barriers) as the work crews carry out operations. The second item was that the Public Works yard waste removal for March 2010 was 100 tons of material. This does not include material removed by contractors such as the tree removal companies. By comparison, in March 2008 the Public Works department removed 32 tons of yard waste; in all of 2008 a total of 280 tons of yard waste was removed. The Public Works department will continue to collect yard waste two days a week as needed. 

Mr. Lucas asked Mr. Beall about the construction equipment that was left on Tennyson Road over the weekend. Mr. Carey raised concerns about the work being done along Van Buren Street in the 4300 block. Mayor Tabori said he would follow up with Mark Trail, the WSSC project manager. 

B. REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES- Chief Michael Wynnyk

Chief Wynnyk distributed a handout of the February Crime Statistics report, which is included in these minutes as Attachment 8B.

Chief Wynnyk reported that a breaking and entering suspect has been arrested in Cheverly. This suspect has been implicated in robberies that occurred in University Park. 

Chief Wynnyk reported with sadness that he attended the funeral of police office Travis Henry in Pennsylvania last week. Officer Henry served on the University Park police force for several years before returning to his hometown in Shippensburg.  

9.  CONTINUING BUSINESS


A.  UPDATE ON BELCREST PLAZA/LANDY PROJECT

No further indication has been made on when the BelCrest Plaza hearing will be held. The Landy property hearing will be on April 26.

Town Hall received two responses to the request for quotes for conducting the Town audit. Mayor Tabori said that he used the higher bid amount in preparing the five year budget plan. 


B.   LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION 10-0-05 Second Reading LUP Request For UP Grant

Mr. Heitkemper addressed the Council and the Mayor. He was joined by Mr. Todd Becky, commissioner for the T-Ball program, and Mr. Tom Williams, commissioner for the soccer program. Mr. Heitkemper requested that the LUPBGC be considered on an on-going basis for grants. Mr. Heitkemper explained that the program draws children from University Park, Lewisdale, part of Calvert Hills, and a small portion of Hyattsville. 

Ms. McPherson asked how many families need assistance in meeting the cost of the fees. Mr. Heitkemper estimated that twenty to thirty families need coverage and would otherwise be unable to participate. Coverage is provided on an as-requested basis. Ms. Bradley Chacón asked Mr. Heitkemper how the financial assistance program was publicized. He said that the assistance is on an as-requested basis. The program recruits participants and works with teachers to encourage participation. 
Mr. Lucas said his concern was around the date provided to the Council for needing funds – this was a very short notice vis-à-vis the timing of the budget. 

Mr. Becky and Mr. Williams spoke to the Council and the Mayor to explain the positive benefits of the program for the children and in terms of supporting greater community engagement and cohesiveness. 


Motion: To approve the Adoption of LR 10-0-05: Request from Lewisdale-University Park Boys and Girls Club (LUPBGC) for a grant of $2,000 from the Town.

Moved by: Ms. O’Connor

Seconded by: Mr. Carey

Roll Call Vote:
Mallino

Nay

Lucas


Nay

McPherson

Nay

Carey


Yea


Toscano

Excused

O’Connor

Yea


Bradley Chacón
Yea

Mayor Tabori (tie-breaker)
Yea

Yea:  4

Nay: 3


Abstain: 0

Each Council member and the Mayor spoke to their reasons for their vote. 

Ms. Mallino said due to the timing of the request, coming in the middle of the budget cycle, she was voting ‘Nay’ at this time. She preferred to identify an amount of funds in the budget for the fall sports season for the LUPBGC. 

Mr. Lucas seconded Ms. Mallino’s viewpoint.

Ms. McPherson said she would prefer not to see the request occur in the middle of the budget cycle. She noted several important differences between the request to support the Northwestern High School marching band and the LUPBGC. The Town contributes grants up to $5,000 annually to the University Park Elementary School, without commensurate contributions to Hyattsville Middle School or to Northwestern High School. The Northwestern High School grant request was for a specific purpose that was time sensitive in nature. Ms. McPherson noted the importance of recognizing the support the Town provides to the LUPBGC through funds subsidizing playing field maintenance. 

Mr. Carey expressed his support for the LUPBGC program. He said that he observed dozens of children playing in the sports programs over the weekend, and this extensive use of the fields was exactly the reason the Town has these facilities. 

Ms. O’Connor noted that the increased fees imposed on short-notice by the County represent an immediate need for support. 

Ms. Bradley Chacón stated that her support for the LUP soccer request was consistent with her previously expressed support for the Northwestern High School band which she would have supported at a lesser amount of funding and that the LUP request has been reduced to a relatively modest amount. She said she would prefer to see these types of requests considered through a U.P. community grant program with guidelines and criteria that will be developed later this year for funding requests in 2011. 

Mayor Tabori honored Ms. Toscano’s position on this request, and acknowledged that her view is different from his own.  He said he would have preferred granting a lower amount to Northwestern High School, to provide greater maneuvering room on the LUPBGC request. Mayor Tabori said that the surrounding jurisdictions have a grants program, but the cut-off date is in late December. Both the Northwestern High School and LUPBGC requests came to University Park after the deadlines for the other municipalities had already passed. Mayor Tabori spoke strongly about the benefits to his children as a result of participating in the LUPBGC when they were young. 
10.   NEW BUSINESS


A.  LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION 10-O-07: Fiscal 2011 Budget Introduction

Mayor Tabori said this resolution represents the formal transfer of the budget to the Council for consideration and review. May 3 is the date for the public hearing on the budget. May 17 is the date scheduled for a formal hearing on the tax rate, if the Council chooses to change the current rate. If the tax rate is kept constant, the hearing will not be held. 

Ms. Mallino asked if there was a Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA) for the staff salaries in the budget. Mayor Tabori said there was not, as inflation rate was negative. 


Motion: To approve the introduction of Legislation Resolution 10-O-07: Fiscal                 2011 Budget. 

Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Mr. Carey
Yea:  6



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0


B.  COUNCIL DISCUSSION OF FISCAL 2011 BUDGET

11.   ADJOURNMENT at 10 p.m.

Submitted by: ______________________






    
    John Rogard Tabori








Mayor

APPENDIX 8B. REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES
Police Information

Crime Statistics (March 1st-31st) 2010

Ward 1
Recovered Stolen Auto- On March 17, 2010 at 8:30am in the 4200 block of Sheridan St. UPPD responded to assist the fire department with a vehicle fire of a 1999 Chevy Van.

Further investigation revealed that the vehicle had been reported stolen from an address in Mt. Rainier, Md. on the same date. The area was searched and no evidence or suspect/s was located. The investigation is on-going. 

Identity Theft- On March 17, 2010 at 3:50pm in the 4400 block of Tuckerman St. is was reported to the UPPD that an unlawful purchase was made with the victims’ credit card on September 15, 2009 through an on-line “Bill me Later” service. No suspect was identified. Further investigation is conducted by financial institution when applicable.

Identity Theft- On March 9, 2010 at 2:50pm in the 4200 block of Tuckerman St. is was reported to the UPPD that someone had stolen a drivers license, other assorted cards from her bicycle. The victim advised that the incident could have occurred at the Herbert Wells ice Rink, where the bicycle had been left unattended for a short period of time. Credit cards were used to make unlawful purchases in the New Carrollton area and the K-Mart in Hyattsville. No suspect was identified. The investigation is on-going.

Theft- On March 26, 2010 at 12:20pm in the 4200 block of Sheridan St. it was reported that the US flag was missing from the town flag pole. The area was searched and no suspect/s was located. 

Ward 2
Theft– On March 3, 2010 between the hours of 10:25 am and 11:45am, in the 6500 Block of Queens Chapel Rd. Suspect/s entered the church and stole a Dell laptop computer and a verizon cell phone from an office. The UPPD searched the area for suspect/s and witnesses. Investigation is on-going.

Ward 3

Theft  from Auto- On March 7, 2010 between midnight and 4:30pm in the 4400 block of Underwood St. suspects broke the right rear quarter window of an unlocked 2002 Nissan, Sentra and stole a Garmin GPS unit and a iPod.  No suspect/s was located. The investigation is on-going. 
Ward 4

Theft- On March 10, 2010 at 3:20pm in the 4300 block of Van Buren St. it was reported that some had stolen the front license tag from a 2005 Honda, Accord. The vehicle owner advised that the incident may have occurred in Takoma Park, Maryland parking lot where the vehicle is parked during the day. No suspect/s was located. 

Theft  from Auto- On March 8, 2010 between midnight and 8:10pm in the 4300 block of Underwood St. entered an unlocked Toyota, Camry and stole an iPod. No suspect/s was located. The investigation is on-going. 
Ward 5

Ward 6

Breaking & Entering– On March 4, 2010 between the hours of 7:40 am and 3:15pm, in the 3900 block of Beechwood Rd. the homeowner arrived home and found the rear door and window unsecured. Suspect/s had entered the home stole an Acer laptop computer and other small assorted items. The UPPD searched the area for suspect/s and witnesses and notified local jurisdictions of the incident. The scene was processed for fingerprints. Investigation is on-going
Ward 7

**Anyone with tips regarding crimes committed in University Park is encouraged to contact the UPPD. All information will be kept confidential. 
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