Restoration and Preservation of Wells Run September 2009

     Following the original meeting of the municipal authorities of  Hyattsville, Riverdale Park, and University Park, the UP Stream Committee was formed.  Its primary task was to conduct a survey of the stream, determine existing problems, and to develop a plan to address those problems.  In compliance with the requirements of the National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) subcommittees were formed as indicated in the attached documents.  The six sub-committees were tasked to compile a report by mid September outlining the issues related to their specific area.  Progress in each area is noted in this document.

Sub-committee reports:

1. Public Education  and Outreach:

Articles to appear in town newsletter.  Information posted on town bulletin board.

Additional public information will be provided with the completion of the test results.

2. Public Participation (annual stream clean-up)

Civic Association will conduct annual stream clean up in the spring.

3. Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination

The discovery of a broken sewer line in the bed of the stream put water testing in a pause phase pending the repairs.  Now that the break has been repaired testing for nitrate and phosphate levels will begin next week.  They are scheduled to cover a three-week run with a test from each of the 10 primary drainage input sites.  Bacterial testing will begin following these tests.

Dr. Harriet Phelps professor emeritus UDC has selected Wells Run as a primary site for her ongoing study of toxic levels in streams.  As part of the Northeast Branch study Wells Run is ideally situated to provide data for her ongoing work with Indian Creek.  Clams were introduced to the stream on September 19, and will reside in the creek bed for two weeks.  Once removed they will be tested for the presence or absence of 28 toxins.  The report should be available by early October.

The primary purpose of this initial testing is to identify “hot zones” in the town.  This will allow us to better focus our discharge detection efforts in a directed manner.  In addition to pollution, these zones will be sorted by the average volume flow in gallons.  This is part of a larger concern being addressed by Ed Lee and his construction site sub-committee as part of the total storm-water volume during storms.  Standards for this measurement will be announced in May 2010 and are expected to be more restrictive than at present.   

4.  Construction Site Storm Water Runoff Control

                  Efforts to identify the origins of Wells Run in the Hyattsville area have resulted in a detailed history of the stream.  Efforts to document the infringement of construction have yielded volumes of data dating from the 1800s. The stream and the land area surrounding its banks are labeled wetlands.  The impact of a new construction project in the Heurich tract (PG Plaza area) are of concern to the sub-committee, who are in the process of collecting data relating to:

a. Area of lost green space as compared to existing space.

b. Increased volume of runoff from this loss.

c. Efforts of contractor to mitigate impact on stream by design i.e. rain gardens

Bio-retention in the form of underground storage, sediment discharge controls, bio-filters, storm water re-channeling, sediment and erosion during on site construction

     Additionally the sub-committee is concerned by the lack of information from the Northwestern High School site.  These concerns include:

a. Maintenance records for the rain gardens on site

b. Maintenance records for the underground storage (detention) tanks

c. Total volume of water underground tanks is capable of detaining.

d. Schedule of water release (if any) or how does the water pass through the tank?
Is the water filtered or just stored?

Additionally the sub-committee is concerned with future construction and the impact these projects will have on the Nine Ponds area which at present acts as a bio-filter/bio-retentions area for waters being discharged from Northwestern and from part of the area to the east of the apartment project nearest Northwestern.  Restoration of the Nine Ponds remains a primary issue with the sub-committee.

       5.   Post Construction Storm Water Management

     Primary efforts of this sub-committee are related to the statements above.  Efforts to establish a relationship to increased runoff caused by reduced green space will directly impact the stream.  The sub-committee is attempting to summarize the assumed impact into a statement of concern.  Left unchallenged, the contractor can plead that the regulations as they exist did not require future impact studies after the damage becomes clear.  We wish to take an adversarial role in this debate.

6. Pollution Prevention and Good Housekeeping

     Mr. Beall as sub-committee chair has implemented standards for municipal actions consistent with the requirements of the NPDES.  In addition Mr. Beall has committed time and effort to address the invasive plant issue.  Those efforts have presented the park area as a delightful space for the residents of our town.  These efforts will be ongoing.  We are watching the impact of plant removal on the average temperature of the stream.  At present the impact has been zero.

In conclusion our sub-committees have provided information consistent with their task assignments.  We are in position to continue our scheduled process.  Efforts are underway to complete the following by mid October:

1. A statement to the residents of University Park that states the summary of the stream research.  This statement will attempt to clarify the problems and the direction we will take to mitigate those problems.  This is an important document since the initial data suggests that the residents of the town were the primary cause of pollution.  It will attempt to address issues of concern to residents about the stream safety and the degree to which efforts have been successful.  We might suggest a public meeting to air all of the concerns raised both by residents and by committee members.

2. Initial testing of the stream for levels of nitrates, phosphates, bacteria, and toxic chemicals will become public record based on the sub-committee report(s)

3. Impact statement(s) on the stream by construction site activity and potential effects to our stream.

4. Impact statement on efforts to control invasive plants.

5. Proposed mitigation for trash, and additional “hot spots” within town.

Submitted:

T. Stickles September 22, 2009

