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MEETING OF

UNIVERSITY PARK MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL

UNIVERSITY PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

4315 UNDERWOOD STREET

7:30 P.M.

      November 2, 2009
        REGULAR SESSION 
1.  CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Tabori

Present:
Mr. Lucas, Ms. Toscano, Mr. Carey, Ms. Mallino, Ms. McPherson, Mr. DeSaussure (who resigned his position on the Council during Agenda Item #6)
Excused: 
Ms. O’Connor 

Absent:
None
2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3.  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Ms. Toscano

Yea:  6



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0

4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:     October 19, 2009  Meeting
p. 4, Agenda Item 6D: Add the sentence “Mayor Tabori provided the Public Works report on behalf of Mr. Beall.” at the beginning of the report for the Department of Public Works. 

Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Ms. Toscano

Yea:  5



Nay: 0


Abstain: 1 (Ms. McPherson)






Executive Session October 19, 2009 

Mr. DeSaussure requested that the minutes be amended to show that the bid strategy [for document scanning services] was discussed.  

Moved by: Mr. Lucas

Seconded by: Mr. Carey

Yea:  5



Nay: 0


Abstain: 1 (Ms. McPherson)

5.  PUBLIC COMMENT

Mr. DeSaussure announced his resignation from the Council, effective immediately. He read a statement outlining his reasons for resigning. His letter of resignation is included in these minutes as Attachment 5. Mayor Tabori accepted Mr. DeSaussure’s resignation.

Mr. Lucas noted that the Town of University Park was the only municipality in the black on the budget at the most recent Maryland Municipal League (MML) meeting. Mayor Tabori said that the Town has reduced its budget in recent years, in part by cutting the Public Works Department by two staff members. The Town has been able to use machinery to offset the reduction in staff. University Park is the only city or town that did not raise taxes in the past year. Mayor Tabori said he had objections to some of the wording used by Mr. DeSaussure in his resignation letter. 
6.   DEPARTMENT REPORTS
A.  MAYOR’S REPORT- Mayor John Rogard Tabori

Mayor Tabori said that the University Park Solar Group has stepped forward to sponsor the Christmas Tree lighting and the Town Christmas party. An effort will be made to light the tree with a solar panel and LED lights. Mr. Tom Eichbaum from the UP Solar Group addressed the Council and the Mayor. He explained that the combination of solar power and LED lighting will reduce power consumption by 80% to 90% of the previous year’s power usage. The solar co-op has a non-binding letter of intent to install solar panels on the University Park Elementary School and the Church of the Brethren. Ms. Mallino asked if snow on the panel would affect its efficiency. Mr. Eichbaum said that was a manageable problem. 

Mayor Tabori reported that the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission (WSSC) held a pre-construction meeting in their offices on Kenilworth Avenue recently. The contractor selected for the first phase of the WSSC water pipe replacement is Schumer Construction. Mayor Tabori thought the meeting was very positive and is optimistic that the contractor and Town Hall will be able to coordinate the work to minimize the impact on Town residents. Town Hall is in the process of negotiating the sequence of work activities. The contractor will need a storage area for the backhoes and small earthmoving equipment associated with the construction. Mayor Tabori said the plan is to work on Clagett Road first. This work can be done during the winter months because the water line is being relocated. Work on this contract (Phase One) should be completed in 305 days, as specified in the WSSC contract. 

Mayor Tabori said his sense of the project is that the work will take a full year. This is important for budget planning reasons because it means that the street repair work will be done in FY 2012.  WSSC said about six months should elapse after water main repairs before permanent road repairs are performed, to allow for soil settlement. Work is expected to start on December 2. Mayor Tabori said the second phase work contract has been awarded to Metra. Town Hall is waiting for an appointment to meet with this contractor as well. 

Mayor Tabori discussed how information about the water line work will be communicated to Town residents, including newsletter information, posts to the Town web site, letters from WSSC to residents in the work zone, and by signage placed on the streets by WSSC.  Mr. Carey raised the importance of conducting the work along Underwood Street when school is not in session. Mayor Tabori said that the contractor recognized this concern and is in agreement with Town Hall on this issue. Concerns about traffic impacts were discussed and future meetings will be held at Town Hall as the work dates move closer.

Ms. McPherson asked what types of equipment would need storage on Town property. Mayor Tabori said the equipment would likely be backhoes, small earthmovers like Bobcats, and similar equipment. Milling machines will be used as well, to grade the road surfaces, but this equipment would probably not be stored on Town property. 

Mayor Tabori distributed copies of the letter sent to the Historic Preservation Commission stating University Park’s position on the proposed College Heights Estates Historic District. Mayor Tabori was able to locate the 1936 special session of the Maryland State legislature that formed the Town of University Park. 

Mayor Tabori said that the Prince George’s County Municipal Association (PGCMA) will meet on Thursday, November 19th in the UPES multi-purpose room. Three Brothers has been contracted to provide food for the dinner. Meals will cost $9.50 each plus beverage. The total cost is expected to be less that $500.

Mayor Tabori said that the Town’s audit report has been received. The auditors will attend the November 16th Council meeting. 

Mr. Carey said that Mr. Chuck Wilson has approached him about an energy grant for University Park. The Department of Energy is granting block grants for energy efficiency and conservation. A small group within the community has formed to explore the feasibility of this grant for University Park. There is a deadline of November 19th for a letter of intent from interested parties. The grant proposal deadline is December 14th. Grants are in the amount of one to five million dollars. 


B.  REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES- Chief Michael Wynnyk

Chief Wynnyk distributed a handout of the October Crime Statistics report, which is included in these minutes as Attachment 6B.

Chief Wynnyk said the total estimated cost of the lawnmower and trailer stolen from the Public Works department was $10,000. Halloween saw a large number of people in Town. A couple of cars were broken into; otherwise the evening was uneventful. 

Ms. McPherson asked if there was any additional information on the rape that occurred in College Park. Chief Wynnyk said that he had no further information beyond what was reported in the news. Mr. Carey discussed with Chief Wynnyk better ways to engage community involvement and enhance community awareness of safety and security. 

Ms. McPherson asked about Northwestern High School being on lock-down one day last week. Chief Wynnyk said he did not have any additional information. Ms. McPherson also asked about a deceased female victim found in the Toledo Terrace area. Chief Wynnyk said he would look for more information on that report. 

7.  CONTINUING BUSINESS

A. BELCREST PLAZA PROJECT

Mayor Tabori said that there is another meeting tomorrow at 1pm, with involvement from the Storm Water Management group. Mayor Tabori said the County planning staff are issuing a number of referral memos about concerns around the Belcrest Plaza proposal. Once significant County concern is that the Belcrest developer wants to activate Toledo Road as a public road, which is currently a private road owned by Prince George’s Plaza. This activation requires a 70-foot right of way. There has been no public statement by the mall owner in support of this project, or in terms of granting public rights to their private road. 

In a recent meeting, during discussions of roads, the Hyattsville representative expressed concerns and objections on behalf of the Mayor of Hyattsville. The developer has not considered parking or pedestrian crossings. Mayor Tabori said there is a discussion in Hyattsville about annexing Belcrest Plaza. This is a concern to University Park, as Hyattsville did not ramp up police and fire protection services for the University Town Center development. 

Ms. Mallino expressed her concerns and frustrations with the Belcrest development team. Mayor Tabori noted that the site will go from 70% to 100% impervious surface coverage, with 10% of the area replanted with potted trees. Potted trees are only half as effective as trees in undisturbed soils, so the pervious coverage would effectively be 5%. The question remains about drainage and runoff, as Wells Run is at or beyond capacity now during major storms. 

The final plan for Belcrest Plaza is due to the planning board on November 4. Final comments and referrals are due on November 17. The staff report is due out on November 24. The planning board meeting and testimony will take place on December 10. Mayor Tabori said that Town Hall has received a direct referral to comment on the transportation plan, which is some 400 pages long. 

Mayor Tabori also brought up the weak Prince George’s County Department of Public Works and Transportation (DPW&T) storm water management legislation. Testimony will take place tomorrow. Mayor Tabori said the law does not include water standards. 

8.  CONSENT AGENDA


Motion: To approve the following consent agenda.


A.   REPLACEMENT OF EXISTING SHED

                  (Milbourn, 6607 Wells Parkway)  Ward 4

Moved by: Mr. Carey

Seconded by: Mr. Lucas

Yea:  5



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0

9.  NEW BUSINESS

A.  INSTALLATION OF DRAINAGE SYSTEM

                  (McConnachie, 6525 40th Avenue)  Ward 2

Mr. and Mrs. McConnachie addressed the Council and Mayor to describe their building plans.


Motion: To approve the installation of a drainage system on Lot 15, Block 20, Section 5A at 6525 40th Avenue. Permit will be issued once applicants meet with Town Engineer and if necessary, come into compliance with his recommendations. (This is on the regular agenda because a stop work order was issued and also because water will be draining onto Town property. The Town Engineer has approved initial plan but needs to meet in person with applicants before permit is issued.)

Moved by: Mr. Lucas

Seconded by: Ms. Toscano

Yea:  5



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0


B.  REPAIR OF RETAINING WALL

                  (Daum, 6907 40TH Avenue)  Ward 7

Mr. Daum addressed the Council and the Mayor to describe his plans for repairing the brick wall. The Prince George’s County permit office had told Mr. Daum he did not need a permit for the work because the retaining wall itself was not being removed or modified. Mr. Daum is repairing the outer brick veneer of the retaining wall. Ms. Mallino proposed a friendly amendment to the motion, to waive the $100 fee Mr. Daum was charged under the Stop Work Order, in light of the guidance received from the County permit office. 


Motion: To approve the repair of the outer brick veneer of an existing 4 foot brick retaining wall on Lot 2, Block 37, Section 7 at 6907 40th Avenue and to waive the $100 fee for the Stop Work Order. (This is on the regular agenda as a Stop Work Order was issued when this project was started without a permit.)

Moved by: Ms. Toscano

Seconded by: Ms. Mallino

Yea:  5



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0


C.  PARKING WAIVER FOR RENTAL PROPERTY

                  (Ng, 6705 40th Avenue)  Ward 6


Motion: To approve the application for an on-street, six-month parking waiver for up to 5 vehicles at 6705 40th Avenue.

Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Ms. Toscano

Yea:  5



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0


D.  PARKING WAIVER FOR RENTAL PROPERTY

                 (Schaper, 6701 Forest Hill Drive)  Ward 6


Motion: To approve the application for an on-street, six-month parking waiver for up to 5 vehicles at 6701 Forest Hill Drive.

Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Ms. Toscano

Yea:  5



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0

10.   ADJOURNMENT at 9:30pm.

Submitted by: ______________________






    
    John Rogard Tabori








Mayor
APPENDIX 5. PUBLIC COMMENT – MR. DESAUSSURE’S RESIGNATION LETTER
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Town of University Park, MD

I hereby resign my position as Council Member to protest the Town’s 2009 policies and
decisions. I no longer want my name to be associated the Town’s actions. There are several major
reasons.

First, I object to the Town buying 70% credit for employees’ past service in joining the state
pension plan. This purchase of back-service credit for over one million dollars will cause debt costs for
‘the residents for decades to come. By joining, the Town created its first employee entitlement which
would be difficult for the Town to reverse. The Mayor said that not doing so would be immoral. I
believe that passing on such debt to future Town residents for services that took place 10, 20, 30, or 40
years ago is, in fact, evil. This decision was taken with the full knowledge that the country was plunging
into a deep recession and the financial condition of the state retirement plan was deteriorating rapidly.

Second, I object to the way the pension deliberations were handled. To justify such unearned
largess to current employees the Mayor said that University Park was a “wealthy” and “affluent”
community. The Town’s residents may pay higher taxes than other towns but the assertion is patently
absurd since I and many other residents live on Social Security or veterans pensions. Plenty of other
working residents earn less than the average employee of theTown. By the Mayor’s count over 100
questions submitted to him regarding the pension plan went unanswered because “the time for questions
had passed.” The chair of the Council’s Budget Committee, whose mission statement included
consideration of both the pension proposal and the Town budget for the upcoming fiscal year, decided to
not hold any meetings on either matter. Related to the pension deliberations, the Town violated both the
Maryland Public Information Act and the Open Meeting Act. I have filed cases with the Circuit Court
and the Attorney General respectively regarding these matters.

Third, I object to the handling of the suspension of ordinance petition. I and other citizens
collected more than enough voter signatures under the Town Charter, interpreted in accordance with the
Charter and the Maryland Constitution, to cause the pension decision to go to a Town vote. The petition
was interpreted using secret advice and secret law to defeat the petition. The Town has refused to provide
me, as filer of the petition and a sitting member of the Town Council, the instructions that were issued to
the Supervisors of Elections for the interpretation of the petition. There is simply no excuse for such
Machiavellian opacity. The Council now plans to remove from the Charter the section used in the
pension petition.

Finally, I object to spendthrift attitude of the UP government. Other state and local governments
are looking for ways to cut their costs because state funds have been cut and they can see drops in
property tax revenue ahead. Not University Park. In fact, the Treasurer recently said that property tax
revenue would not drop after next year’s reassessment because the Town has a constant yield “policy.”
Therefore, the Town has no need to economize if its take is constant. In addition, the residents who
bought homes at the peak have to keep paying peak taxes even if their property is worth 20-30% less.

The Town of University is run by an oligarchy with an ideological bent towards more
government services that is anathema to me and I have no interest in being identified with their decisjons
or actions. It is unfortunate that Ward 7 will not be represented on the Council, but if I had not run as a
write-in candidate in 2008 the ward would have been unrepresented for the past year and a half.

Ed DeSaussure




APPENDIX 6B. REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES
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Crime Statistics (October 1%-31%*) 2009

Ward 1
Ward 2

Ward 3

Stolen Auto — Between October 23, 2009 3:30pm and October 26, 2009 7:15 am in the
6700 block of Baltimore Ave. suspect/s stole a SCAG Commercial style zero turn radius
riding lawnmower and a Honda trailer from the parking lot of town hall. No suspect/s
was located. Investigation is on-going.

Theft- Between September 24, 2009 10:00am and October 4, 2009 7:00 pm in the 6700
block of Queens Chapel Rd. suspect/s stole a red and silver 20” Razor Bicycle from the
rear yard of the residence. No suspect/s was located.

Ward 4

Theft- On October 14, 2009 between 8:30am and 12:30pm in the 4200 of Van Buren St.
suspect/s stole a metallic blue Columbia mountain bicycle from the rear yard of the
residence. No suspect/s was located.

Ward 5

Armed Robbery - On October 25, 2009 at 1:17am on the 4400 block of Beechwood Rd.
adult male (University of Maryland student) was walking home from College Park
southbound on Baltimore Ave. When he turned right onto Beechwood Rd. he observed
two black males exit a red SUV type vehicle and approach him. The suspects displayed a
silver handgun and demanded his money. The victim complied and surrendered
approximately fifty dollars in cash. The suspects fled the area in the vehicle southbound
on Baltimore Ave. The victim was not injured. No suspects were located. Investigation is
on-going.

Ward 6

Theft- Between October 18, 2009 2:45pm and October 20, 2009 9:00 am in the 4000 of
Beechwood Rd. suspect/s cut a bicycle lock stole a gray (unknown make) mountain
bicycle from the front porch of the residence. No suspect/s was located.

Recovered Stolen Auto- On October 26, 2009 at 6:30pm on the 3900 block of Adelphi
Rd. a University Park Police officer observed a vehicle in the left turn lane unattended. A
check of the vehicle determined that it had been reported stolen in Montgomery County,
Maryland earlier that day. Owner was notified. No suspect/s was located.

Ward 7

Theft- On October 14, 2009 between 8:30am and 12:30pm in the 4200 block of College
Heights Dr. suspect/s stole a blue Schwinn mountain bicycle from the rear yard of the
residence. No suspect/s was located.
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