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MEETING OF

UNIVERSITY PARK MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL

UNIVERSITY PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

4315 UNDERWOOD STREET

7:30 P.M.

      October 5, 2009
        REGULAR SESSION 
1.  CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Tabori

Present:
Mr. Lucas, Ms. Toscano, Mr. Carey, Ms. O’Connor, Mr. DeSaussure, Ms. McPherson
Excused: 
Ms. Mallino

Absent:
None
2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Mr. Carey
3.  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

Moved by: Ms. McPherson

Seconded by: Ms. Toscano

Yea:  6



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0

4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES: September 21, 2009  Meeting

p. 5, change “MU1” to “MUI”, “…that the property not be rezoned to an MUI category.”

Moved by: Ms. Toscano

Seconded by: Mr. Lucas

Yea:  6



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0

5.  PUBLIC COMMENT

Mr. Lucas reported on Delegate Justin Ross’ seminar on Maryland state taxes. Two tax officials spoke to the assembled citizens. Mr. Lucas suggested to Mr. Ross that he hold a similar session in University Park. Mr. Carey suggested that the Civic Association sponsor the event. 

6.   DEPARTMENT REPORTS
A.  MAYOR’S REPORT- Mayor John Rogard Tabori

Belcrest Plaza project

Mayor Tabori reported on a recent meeting with the development team for the Belcrest Plaza project. The meeting was held last week with representatives from Contee, Inc. meeting with Mayor Tabori, Mr. Lucas, Ms. Toscano and Town Attorney Ms. Ferguson. Ms. Mallino and Ms. McPherson were not present. There were five representatives on the Contee team, including the attorney, the engineer, and the architect. Mayor Tabori raised three points of concern with the developers: storm water management, traffic management, and the impacts of the 33 story building. Mr. Lucas raised the important point that the County’s storm water management plan is based on two inches of vertical rainfall. The planning does not include the effects of rainwater capture by such a massive building structure, and this effect would be significant in the case of a 33 story building. 

The Contee team corrected the site plan to show the topographic lines. Mayor Tabori said the site plan shown by the Contee team is discrepant with the topographic map maintained by Prince George’s County, and that this issue would need to be clarified. The County’s map is current, as it shows Prince George’s Plaza and the Toledo Terrace area. Mayor Tabori noted that Wells Run is at the saturation point and the stream capacity has been met or exceeded. He also noted that the Belcrest proposal received a very poor review from the County on its approach to transportation.

Mayor Tabori reflected on what he understood to be the urgency for moving forward on Contee’s part. A project of this scale requires the support and consensus of the county leadership. Mayor Tabori’s understanding is that the Contee team has worked very closely with the current political leadership in the County, and there will be significant turnover on the Council and County Executive in the 2010 elections due to term limits. Another motivating factor is the developer’s desire to tie in to long-term bond funding while interest rates are very favorable. 

Ms. Toscano noted that the Contee team was very resistant to University Park’s proposal to engage an external storm water management company to independently assess the storm water design.

Mr. Carey asked if there was any way to illuminate or bring a focus on the school headcount and attendance issues. Ms. Toscano said there is no clear way to bring children safely across Adelphi Road to University Park. Mr. Carey suggested approaching the school board and raising the issue.

Historic District Designation

Mayor Tabori thanked Mr. DeSaussure for the letter he drafted to the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC). Since the previous Council meeting, where sending a letter to the HPC was discussed, Town Hall has learned that the HPC had meetings and prepared reports prior to ever approaching the Town of University Park on this topic. No communications were made between the College Heights Estates Association (CHEA) and University Park prior to CHEA’s May 27 meeting. Mayor Tabori is deeply concerned that a local historic district designation – which carries strict zoning law burdens on the homeowner – can be imposed on a jurisdiction without the municipality’s consent. Mayor Tabori is greatly concerned that such a conversion could be in the future as the same kind of research that is done for a National Historic Register designation is the same research for a local historic district. 

Mayor Tabori’s second concern is that at the University Park meeting with Howard Berger, Mr. Berger said that Old Town College Park Local Advisory Committee had not turned down any building permits. Mayor Tabori wants to look into that statement more closely. 

Mayor Tabori’s third concern is that Maryland State law clearly identifies three actors in historic district designations: the State, the County, and the Municipality. Mayor Tabori and the Council discussed raising the Town’s concerns to the County Executive and the Governor. Mayor Tabori requested the permission of the Council to write a second letter, to be reviewed by Town Attorney Ms. Ferguson, to the Historic Preservation Commission with copies to all other interested parties. 



Motion: To prepare a letter on behalf of the Town of University Park to the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) expressing the Town of University Park’s position on the proposed College Heights Estates Historic District. The letter is to be reviewed by the Town Attorney and the Council before submission to the HPC and copied to all other interested parties.  

Moved by: Ms. Toscano

Seconded by: Mr. DeSaussure

Yea:  6



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0

Request for Public Documents

Mr. DeSaussure asked Mayor Tabori for follow-up on his request for public documents from the Town. Mayor Tabori asked to defer Mr. DeSaussure’s request until the next Council meeting, when the Town Attorney would be present. Mr. DeSaussure asked for the Town Attorney’s opinion in writing in advance of the meeting, so that he would have time to review it beforehand.


B.  REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES- Chief Michael Wynnyk

Chief Wynnyk distributed a handout of the August Crime Statistics report, which is included in these minutes as Attachment 6B.
Chief Wynnyk discussed the red light camera status. His sense is that the camera has helped slow the traffic on Route 1. He noted that speed camera legislation has passed at the state level; local (County) legislation would be required to implement the speed camera on a local level. Mayor Tabori asked Ms. O’Connor on the status of the latest traffic studies with Mr. Cook. Ms. O’Connor said that she had gone into the community with Mr. Cook and Mr. Ed Lee to look at locations where traffic monitoring would be conducted. 

Mr. Carey asked about the status of the pedestrian light at Adelphi Road. Mayor Tabori said that the State Highway Administration has not received any monies for this work. 

Chief Wynnyk noted that he was working on a mutual aid agreement with the surrounding municipalities. University Park and Edmonston are in the process of joining together with Hyattsville and Riverdale Park in a mutual aid agreement. 



7.  NEW BUSINESS
A. APPLICATION TO CONSTRUCT GARAGE

(Parish, 6902 Wells Parkway)  Ward 7

Mr. Parish addressed the Council and the Mayor about the proposed addition. He described the addition as a two car garage and storage space and has discussed his plans with his neighbors. The lower four feet of the structure would be brick, and the remainder would be cement board with architectural style shingles on the roof. Mayor Tabori asked about lot side clearances. Mr. Parish said the code was a minimum of a two-foot setback, but the garage would be set back five to six feet. 

Mr. Carey asked about storm water drainage from the property. He inquired if there would be sufficient assurance that the water from the garage gutters would flow down the driveway without flowing onto the adjacent property. Mr. Parish replied that the driveway is being resurfaced as part of this work, and the curb on the left of the property (closest to the neighbor) would be curbed to ensure water runoff was directed to the street. Mr. Parish provided to Mayor Tabori a letter concerning the storm water drainage from the property.



Motion: To approve the construction of a 24’x 36’garage on Lot 6, Block 42 at 6902 Wells Parkway. The permit will not be issued until the Town receives a letter explaining how the water will not runoff onto the adjoining properties and releasing the Town from any liability regarding this solution.

Moved by: Mr. DeSaussure

Seconded by: Ms. O’Connor

Yea:  6



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0

B. PARKING WAIVER FOR RENTAL PROPERTY

(Accetta, 6908 40th Avenue) Ward 7



Motion: To approve the application for a six month parking waiver for up to five vehicles at 6908 40th Avenue. 

Moved by: Mr. DeSaussure

Seconded by: Mr. Carey

Yea:  6



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0

8.   ADJOURNMENT  at 10 p.m. 

Submitted by: ______________________






    
    John Rogard Tabori








Mayor
APPENDIX 6B. REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES
Police Information

Crime Statistics (September1st-30th) 2009

Ward 1

Ward 2

Breaking & Entering/ Stolen Auto – On September 14, 2009 between 6:30pm and 10:45pm on the 6400 block of 40th Ave. the homeowners returned home to their children and an adult female babysitter. The babysitter was preparing to leave and was unable to locate her purse, and also determined that her vehicle a 2002 VW Golf was missing from the road in front of the residence. The UPPD was notified and responded to the location. The babysitter advised that she had left her purse on a small table near the front door and was upstairs in the residence for most of the evening.  She also advised that the doors and windows were locked. The homeowner inspected the interior of the home and indicated that a Marshall amplifier valued at $100.00 was missing from the den area. No sign of forced entry was evident and the sitter advised that she did not hear or see anyone in the residence while she was babysitting. The stolen vehicle was recovered in Mt. Rainier, Maryland on September 15, 2009. No suspect/s was located. The investigation is on-going.

Ward 3

Ward 4

Ward 5

Theft from Auto- On September 30, 2009 between midnight and 7:00am on the 6800 block of Pineway suspect/s stole four tires and rims from a 2007 Chevy, Corvette while the vehicle was parked in front of the home. No suspect/s was located. Investigation is on-going.

Theft – Between September 2, 2009 7:00pm and September 3, 2009 9:00am on the 6800 block of Baltimore Ave. suspect/s stole a purple motorized scooter from the back yard of the residence. The owner could not advise the make or model of the scooter. No suspect/s was located.

Ward 6

Theft- On September 2, 2009 at 3:40pm on the 6700 block of 41st Ave. suspect/s stole three bicycles from the front yard of the residence. The mailman for the area advised that he observed three teenagers walk into the front yard and steal the bicycles. Two of the bicycles were later recovered near the library in the 6500 block of Adelphi Rd. A Schwinn, mountain type bicycle is still missing. The suspects described as three teenage males wearing white shirts and blue pants were not located.

Ward 6

Stolen Auto – Between September 7, 2009 10:00pm and September 8, 2009 6:15 am in the 4000 block of Beechwood Rd. suspect/s stole a 1996 Dodge Intrepid from the driveway of the residence. The vehicle was recovered in southeast Washington, D.C. on September 10, 2009. No suspect/s was located.

Assault - On September 9, 2009 at 12:05 am on the 6500 block of Adelphi Rd. an adult male was walking south on Adelphi Rd. when he felt something strike his right hip. It was determined that the victim was struck by a paintball leaving a bruise on his right side. The only thing the victim recalled was a dark colored SUV type vehicle driving away Northbound on Adelphi Rd. The victim did not seek medical treatment. There have been several incidents of paintball assaults in Riverdale Park, Hyattsville, and Berwyn Heights. No suspects have been located. The surrounding jurisdictions are working together to locate the suspect/s in these incidents.   

Attempt Breaking & Entering - On September 20, 2009 at 8:45pm on the 4000 block of Beechwood Rd. an unknown person had opened an unlocked screen window on the side of the home and attempted to enter the residence. He had only stuck his head in the window when the homeowner entered the kitchen and the suspect fled. 911 was called immediately and officers responded. No suspect description was available. Area was canvassed with nothing found. Nothing was taken. The investigation is on-going. 

Theft- Between September 20, 2009 10:00am and September 21, 2009 10:00 am in the 6700 block of 40th Ave. suspect/s stole a mountain bike from the rear yard of the residence. The bicycle was recovered the next day from the arrested subject in a Breaking & Entering. The subject will also be charged for the theft of the bicycle. Case closed. 

Breaking & Entering - On September 23, 2009 between 10:00am & 11:00am in the 4000 block of Beechwood Rd. suspect/s entered the residence through a side porch door and stole Sony camcorder, a Canon digital camera, cash and coins from two “piggy banks”. The UPPD observed two individuals on bicycles riding east on 41st Ave. towards Tuckerman St. and when approached to be questioned they ran away. One of the suspects was caught and found to be in possession of the stolen property. The second suspect eluded apprehension. The person arrested and charged for the Breaking and Entering is Mr. Travis Isreal, a 19 year old adult male from Seat Pleasant, Md. All of the property taken was recovered and returned to the owner. Case closed with arrest. 

Ward 7

Contact the UPPD with tips regarding crimes. All information will be kept confidential
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