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MEETING OF

UNIVERSITY PARK MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL

UNIVERSITY PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

4315 UNDERWOOD STREET

7:30 P.M.

      September 14, 2009
               WORK SESSION 
1.  CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Tabori

Present:
Ms. Mallino, Mr. Lucas, Ms. Toscano, Mr. Carey, Ms. O’Connor, Mr. DeSaussure, Ms. McPherson
Excused: 
None

Absent:
None
2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Mr. Lucas.
3.  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

Mr. Carey requested that Item 9H be moved to the Item 7, Consent Agenda. 



Moved by:
Mr. Lucas

Seconded by: Ms. Toscano

Yea:  7



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0

4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:     August 17, 2009  Meeting

Mr. Carey and Ms. McPherson provided updates to the minutes for Item 9I, concerning the proposal for a community grant. Mr. DeSaussure corrected his vote on Item 9F; he voted Yea on this motion.

Moved by:
Mr. DeSaussure
Seconded by: Ms. Toscano

Yea:  7



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0






August 24, 2009  Meeting

Moved by:
Mr. DeSaussure
Seconded by: Ms. Mallino

Yea:  7



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0

5.  PUBLIC COMMENT
Ms. O’Connor brought up the fact that there is a rat control issue in her ward. She noted that Ms. Mallino had had a rat complaint in Ward 1 as well. The Council members and Mayor Tabori discussed methods for enforcing the Town Charter requirements for residents to mitigate against vermin. Mr. Lucas said that his Ward had problems several years ago, and he contacted Ms. Paula Martino for code enforcement. Ms. Martino was very responsive to the complaint. 

6.   MAYOR’S REPORT/DEPARTMENT REPORTS– Mayor John Rogard Tabori
Mayor Tabori reported on the conversations that have taken place between Town Hall and the Belcrest Plaza development team. There was a M-NCPPC subcommittee meeting on September 4, 2009 that was attended by Mayor Tabori, Mr. Lucas, Ms. Toscano, Ms. Mallino, and Town Engineer Mr. Sidhu. Ms. Susan Lareuse, of MNCPPC, is the chair of the subcommittee. The University Park attendees were received very cordially. Mayor Tabori’s sense is that the Contee team was not prepared to submit a Detailed Site Plan (DSP). There were no properly drawn plats made available by the Contee team and no agreement has been reached with the owners of Prince George’s Plaza on joint use of Toledo Road. M-NCPPC expressed serious doubts about the 33 story building, as well as the buildings under six stories. The developer is requesting zoning as an MTX zone, a zone with few development restrictions, which does not match well with a Transit District Overlay Zone (TDOZ). Additional concerns were expressed at the meeting over the lack of an economic analysis, transportation studies, and public facilities in the Contee presentation. 

Mayor Tabori said the storm water management plan had two significant errors – water flow was shown as running from lower to higher topography, and the new total for the impermeable surfaces was not shown nor were the percentage of coverages shown on the plan. Town Hall will have to bring our concerns on storm water management to the County storm water management group, which is completely separate from the M-NCCPC. Mr. Lucas expressed doubt about the school child projections stated by the developers. Mayor Tabori seconded Mr. Lucas’ concern about the school impact; the target pricing of the apartment rent is in the range for young families with children. Ms. Mallino said the utilities group (Pepco, Washington Gas Light Company) were frustrated by the lack of details and needed information on where utility easements would be routed. The fourth utility, WSSC, did not attend the meeting, as their review fee had not been paid.
Mayor Tabori said that the U. S. Route 1 Sector Plan hearing is Tuesday, September 15 at the County Council chambers at Upper Marlboro at 7 p.m. Mayor Tabori will attend the meeting to present University Park’s position. University Park’s concern is that the site of the Executive Office building located beside Pineway is to be rezoned as an MTX development zone. This would mean heavy commercial development and up to a ten story building on that property. Mayor Tabori said that over the years there have been proposals to replace the Executive Office building with a Trader Joe’s store, a luxury condo development, or similar office development. The Town has 15 days after the public meeting on September 15 to provide a written response back to M-NCPPC stating the Town’s position on the plan. 

Mr. Carey raised the point that the accumulation of these projects in adjacent areas will have a significant combined impact on the quality of life in University Park. The Council and Mayor discussed the pros and cons of a standing committee to address development in the areas surrounding University Park. Ms. Mallino noted that most of the developments being discussed today have been in the discussion or planning stages for many years. The M-NCPPC web site has a copy of the Commission 2000 report, which lays out the planning vision for the M-NCPPC region the past ten years. 

Mayor Tabori said that he took a stream walk along Wells Run recently with Mr. Mickey Beall, Mr. Lucas, Chief Wynnyk, Mr. Brunner, and Ms. Kate Fritz, a senior planner with Prince Georges County (and CM Mallino and Town resident Ed Lee).  Mayor Tabori was very pleased at the level of involvement and engagement that is starting to develop around the Wells Run watershed, in looking at the stream valley from the headwaters at Nine-Pond to the terminus at the Northwest Branch of the Anacostia River.

Mayor Tabori said that WSSC has awarded the first portion of the contract for water line replacement in University Park. This raises the issue of addressing the potholes that are developing in areas that will be torn up by WSSC. Mayor Tabori is working with the Town Engineer Mr. Sidhu to develop a repair strategy. Mayor Tabori is targeting the October timeframe for a preliminary plan for Town street maintenance. Mr. Carey recommended a capital planning approach for planning for and carrying out the repairs. Mr. DeSaussure and Mayor Tabori discussed the Town budget. Mayor Tabori said the budget had originally built in a $128,000 surplus. About $106,000 will be lost through declines in tax revenue and state contributions, but around $150,000 will be regained by a higher than expected surplus from the FY2009 budget. For example, the street tree inventory looks as if it will cost half of what was originally budgeted. 

Mr. DeSaussure asked about the status of the Town Clock. Mayor Tabori said that the school has received their permit and are preparing to move forward with the installation. 

Mr. Lucas raised the point of the urgent need for more participation by Town residents at the various hearings and meetings before the M-NCPPC and County Council. Without the visible presence of the citizens, the planners and legislators will conclude their proposals are acceptable as presented.    

A. REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES - Lt. Wayne McCully 

Lt. McCully distributed a handout of the August Crime Statistics report, which included in these minutes as attachment 6A.

Lt. McCully said the third phase of traffic enforcement is underway, using state grant money. This is the “Smooth Operator” program and targets drunk driving. 

7.  CONSENT AGENDA


Motion: To approve the following consent agenda.

Moved by:
Mr. Lucas

Seconded by: Ms. Toscano 


   Yea:  7



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0






A.        SHERIDAN STREET 4400 BLOCK PARTY/STREET CLOSURE




(Saturday, October 17, 2009, 3:00 PM-9:00 PM)  Ward 1





B.
CLAGETT ROAD 4300 BLOCK PARTY/STREET CLOSURE




(Saturday, October 17, 2009, 3:00 PM – 8:00 PM)  Ward 5



C.     WINE AND CHEESE PARTY/UPES FUNDRAISER



          STREET CLOSURE/4300 BLOCK WOODBERRY  



         (Saturday, October 24, 2009, 3:00 PM-8:00 PM) Ward 4

8.   CONTINUING BUSINESS


A.
LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION 09-CR-09: Private Placement of Bonds  



Motion: To approve/disapprove Legislative Resolution 09-CR-09: amending the Charter to allow for issuance of bonds through private sale.

Moved by:


Seconded by: 
Yea:  


Nay: 


Abstain: 

Up for consideration on September 21, 2009.


B.
LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION 09-0-10: Vending Filing Fee  



Motion: To approve/disapprove Legislative Resolution 09-0-10: to authorize the Council to adopt filing fee for vending licenses by resolution.

Moved by:


Seconded by: 
Yea:  


Nay: 


Abstain: 

Up for consideration on September 21, 2009.

9.  NEW BUSINESS
A. APPLICATION TO CONSTRUCT TWO-STORY ADDITION

(Visnic, 4404 Underwood Street)   Ward 3

Ms. Visnic addressed the Council and the Mayor to describe her application. The walkway along the garage will be removed once the construction work is completed. Mr. Carey expressed his appreciation to the Mayor and the Council for their collaborative work on this application with the homeowner.



Motion: To approve the construction of a two story addition on Lot 17, Block 14, Section Three at 4404 Underwood Street.

Moved by: Ms. McPherson 
Seconded by: Ms. Mallino 
Yea:  7



Nay: 0 

Abstain: 0

B. PARKING WAIVER FOR RENTAL PROPERTY

(Hosseini, 6704 40th Avenue) Ward 6



Motion: To approve the application for a six month parking waiver for up to five vehicles at 6704 40th Avenue.

Moved by: Ms. O’Connor

Seconded by: Ms. Mallino 
Yea:  7



Nay: 0 

Abstain: 0

C. UP POLICY, RULES, & MUNICIPAL STRUCTURE REPORT- Margaret Mallino, Chair

Ms. Mallino described the report. The documents have been posted to the Town web site at http://www.upmd.org/docs/11-541-1252504110.doc and a file on this committee has been started at Town Hall. She distributed an email handout on the report, which is included in these minutes as attachment 9C. Ms. Mallino said that the planned timeline is to introduce proposed changes to policies, rules, and municipal structure in November, with final action by the Council in December. 

D.  APPOINTMENT OF TOWN REPRESENTATIVES FOR INTER-TOWN COMMITTEE

Mayor Tabori said the Mayors and two Council members each from Hyattsville, Riverdale Park, Riverdale, and University Park plan to hold meetings that will be open to the public, starting on September 22 at the Riverdale Park Council chambers.


Motion: To approve the appointment of Mickey Lucas and Len Carey to represent the Town of University Park at the September 22, 2009 inter-town stream committee meeting and subsequent meetings through June 30, 2010.

Moved by: Ms. McPherson

Seconded by: Mr. DeSaussure 
Yea:  7



Nay: 0 

Abstain: 0

E. RESOLUTION 09-R-11: TOWN DEBT POLICY Introduction 



Motion: To approve the introduction of Resolution 09-R-11: adoption of a Town debt policy.

Moved by: Mr. DeSaussure
Seconded by: Ms. Toscano 
Yea:  7



Nay: 0 

Abstain: 0

Final vote to be taken on September 21, 2009.


F.
COLLEGE HEIGHTS HISTORIC DISTRICT

Mr. Carey presented his thoughts on this topic. He asked if a property could be in more than one historic district. Ms. Mallino said a property could be in more than one. 

Mr. John Brunner, Ms. Chris Garcia (Chair, University Park Historical Society), and Ms. Maxie Phillips addressed the Council and the Mayor. Mr. Brunner distributed a map of the current historic district boundaries in University Park, and provided information on the rules for defining and naming historic districts. He stressed the importance of maintaining University Park’s municipal identity. Enough time has passed that properties originally not included in the University Park Historic District may now meet the minimum age requirement of fifty years.



Motion: To disapprove support of the application for the College Heights Estates Historic District and send a letter to the County Historic Commission with the request to withdraw properties within the municipal boundaries of University Park from inclusion in the College Heights Estates Historic District and set forth our reasons for the Council’s position in a letter to the Commission. 

Moved by: Mr. DeSaussure

Seconded by: Mr. Lucas

Roll Call Vote:
Mallino
Yea
Lucas

Yea

McPherson
Yea
Carey

Nay
Toscano
Yea

O’Connor
Abstain
DeSaussure
Yea

Yea:  5

Nay: 1
(Mr. Carey)

Abstain: 1 (Ms. O’Connor)


G.
POLICE SURPLUS VEHICLE



Motion: To approve the surplus of Marked Police Vehicle # 14

1999 Ford Crown Victoria, Vin #2FAFP71W3XX170887, Mileage 84300 and dispose of or sell if possible. 

 

Moved by:
Ms. McPherson

Seconded by: Mr. DeSaussure

Yea:  7


Nay: 0

Abstain: 0


I.
BELCREST PLAZA DEVELOPMENT UPDATE

This subject was covered under the Mayor’s report in Agenda Item 6.

10.   ADJOURNMENT at 10 p.m. 

Submitted by: ______________________






    
    John Rogard Tabori








Mayor
APPENDIX 6A. REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES





Police Information

Crime Statistics (August 1st-31st) 2009

Ward 1
DUI Arrest – On August 7, 2009 at  9:30 pm, on East West Highway at Adelphi Rd. the UPPD responded to a call for a Hit & Run accident at that location. Officer Earley of the UPPD used vehicle tag information to locate the driver of the vehicle that had left the scene and placed him under arrest. A Mr. Gueerra Manjivar, an adult male from Hyattsville, Md. was charged with leaving the scene of an accident and Driving Under the Influence of Alcohol. Case Closed.

DUI Arrest- On August 30, 2009 at 3:30 am on the 4400 block of  East West Highway Sgt. Enig responded to assist a PGPD officer for a 2005 Chevrolet Van that had struck the curb along East West Highway and had stopped. Further investigation revealed that the driver, Mr. Paulino Fuentes, an adult male of Takoma Park, Maryland was driving under the influence of alcohol. The subject was placed under arrest. Case Closed
Ward 2
Breaking & Entering– On August 17, 2009 between the hours of 6:00 pm and 6:30 pm, on the 6400 block of Queens Chapel Rd., the homeowner arrived home from shopping, and found the rear door open and a small window in the door that had been broken. UPPD & PGPD responded to the scene, searched the house with a K-9 dog for any suspects and searched the area. It was determined that three I-Pod music players were stolen. The UPPD dusted the scene for fingerprints, searched the area for suspect/s and witnesses and notified local jurisdictions of the incident. Investigation is on-going.

Ward 3
Theft from Auto - On August 9, 2009 between midnight and 9:30 am in the 4400 block of Underwood St. suspect/s broke the rear passenger side window of a 2006 Toyota, Corolla and stole a GPS unit, and other assorted items. No suspect/suspects have been located. The investigation is on-going.
Ward 4

Ward 5
Ward 6
Arrest Made - On August 29, 2009 at 7:30 pm on the 6700 Block of 41st Ave. an adult male violated the terms of an exparte order and was placed under arrest by the UPPD. Case Closed.   

Breaking & Entering -  On August 16, 2009 at 6:10am, on the 6800 Block of 40th Ave. 

an adult male entered a home through an open window. The resident advised that he heard loud noises coming from the den area and found the subject standing in the corner speaking incoherently. The subject appeared to be intoxicated and possibly had been assaulted. UPPD & PGPD responded and Mr. Edvilado Flores of Hyattsville, Md. was placed under arrest. He was transported to Washington Adventist Hospital for psychological evaluation and later charged with Breaking & Entering. No property was taken. Case closed with arrest. 

DUI Arrest – On August 16, 2009 at  2:30 am, on the 6800 block of  Adelphi Rd. Officer Swann of the UPPD observed a 1983 Volvo proceeding northbound  without the headlights turned on. Upon stopping the vehicle it was determined that Mr. Ibrahima Mballo, an adult male of Beltsville, Maryland, was driving under the influence of alcohol. The subject was placed under arrest. Case Closed.

Ward 7
APPENDIX 9C. UP POLICY, RULES, & MUNICIPAL STRUCTURE REPORT

From: mmallino@aol.com
To: mayor@upmd.org; Ward1@upmd.org; fmickeyl@verizon.net; ward3@upmd.org; ward4@upmd.org; ward5@upmd.org; ward6@upmd.org; ward7@upmd.org
Cc: townhall@upmd.org; ferguson@cbknlaw.com
Sent: Fri, Sep 11, 2009 12:44 pm
Subject: Policy and Rules Committee Report

Fellow Members of Council: 

I have attached four documents to this e-mail for your review prior to the meeting on Monday 21 September.

1. Minutes policy and rules 8-12-09 (see public comment remarks)

2. EdLeecharterchng (compilation of committee e-communications)

3. policy and rules 8-26-09 (note Mr. DeSaussure's minoritiy opinion)

4. Email to Suellen Ferguson of 09 (09-11-09) (concerns about specific issue proposed by the committee)

I understand that we have a very full agenda on Monday.  I also would like to move forward with consideration of these Charter changes in a timely fashion, and in a proactive manner.  At Monday's meeting I will keep my comments as brief as possible. 
What I will be asking of the Council on Monday is approval of a general timeline for approval for introduction of legislation in November and vote on the legislation in December.
Each of our meetings are open to the public and questions - concerns may be directed to the committee at any time, preferably in writing if you or a constituent are unable to attend the committee meetings.  

Margaret Mallino, Chairman 

Policy and Rules Committee
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