Minutes
University Park Policy and Rules Committee

August 26, 2009 at 10:00 am, at the Town office
Committee Members:   

 Margaret Mallino, Chairman

 Ed DeSaussure 

 Tracey Toscano

Call to Order: The meeting is called to order at 10:00 a.m.

Present:  Margaret Mallino, Tracey Toscano

Absent:  Ed DeSaussure

Eddy Lee, Supervisor of Elections, is invited to sit at the table for discussion in this meeting.  Mayor Tabori enters discussion at the end of the meeting.  E. DeSaussure submits some comments in advance of the meeting.
1. M. Mallino gives a brief overview of 1936 incorporation of University Park and use of model charter.  Many similarities are found in municipal charters throughout the state.

2. Committee recommendations for changes to University Park Charter – ARTICLE III  MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL

Section 311. Enactment of Ordinances
· (d)  Referendum.  If, before the expiration of twenty (20) calendar days following . . .

Recommended change makes time to gather signatures for referendum thirty (30) calendar days following . . .
In addition by resolution the Council shall adopt regulations for the initiation and  the format of petitions to referendum.

Reasoning:  A longer time for submission of a petition to referendum eases administrative burden and regulations will clarify the process for petitioners the council and the voter.
· (e)  Suspension of Ordinance. An Ordinance may be suspended if one-half . . .

Recommended change – remove 311(e) from Charter as redundant
3. Committee recommendations for changes to University Park Charter – ARTICLE V REGISTRATION, NOMINATION AND ELECTIONS

Section 503.  Registration 

· (e)  Persons aggrieved by acts of the Supervisors may appeal to the Mayor and Common Council.  Decisions of the Common Council on such appeals may be appealed to the Circuit Court of Prince George’s County within the time allowed for such appeal.

Recommended change is to insert the following:  (italics)

(e)  Persons aggrieved by acts of the supervisors  in refusing to register or on striking off the name of any person may appeal to the Mayor and Common Council . . .

Reasoning:  This clearly shows that the clause applies only to Section 503. Registration and limits what is meant and intended by “aggrieved”.
Section 504.  Elections

· (h)  The Board of Election supervisors

Recommended change is to use the term Supervisors 

Section 506. Candidates for Office

· (c) and (d)
Recommended change is to use the term Supervisors as above
Reasoning:  The County has an Election Board that is referenced in our Charter.  To delete the use of the term Board in the three places noted is a simplification and avoids confusion.
Meeting adjourns:  11: 10 a.m.
September 8, 2009

Official Statement of Dissent from the Minutes of the University Park Policy and Rules Committee Meeting Held August 26, 2009: 

My primary objections to removing Section 311(e) for the Town Charter are:

1. There is no good reason to remove it since it is not redundant in any way.

2.  311(e) provides a completely different remedy to the voters than 311(d), that is, 311(e) immediately suspends the effectiveness of the ordinance in question upon presentation of a valid petition.  
3.  311(e)’s first step has the Common Council revote on the Ordinance.  311(d)’s first step is a Town vote on the Ordinance.

4. 311(e) provide a completely different method to determine the number of signatures necessary for a valid petition.  Depending on voter participation in the last election, more or less signatures might be required than the 20% of voter required by 311(d).
5. The two sections provide for a different number of days to obtain the signatures on a petition.

6. The voters deserve the right to choose, under their Charter, the type of remedy they seek and which method to pursue to obtain an effective petition.

I conclusion, there is no reason to remove Section 331(e) from the Town Charter.  It is one of the fundamental protections of the voters provided by our Charter.

Ed DeSaussure, CM Ward 7
