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MEETING OF

UNIVERSITY PARK MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL

UNIVERSITY PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

4315 UNDERWOOD STREET

7:30 P.M.

July 20, 2009

REGULAR SESSION 
1.  CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Tabori

Present:
Ms. Mallino, Mr. Lucas, Ms. Toscano, Mr. Carey, Ms. O’Connor, Mr. DeSaussure
Excused: 
Ms. McPherson

Absent:
None
2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Mr. Carey

3.  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

Moved by:
Ms. Toscano

Seconded by: Ms. Mallino

Yea:  6



Nay: 0



Abstain: 0

4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   July 6, 2009  Meeting

Moved by:
Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Ms. O’Connor

Yea:  6



Nay: 0



Abstain: 0

5.  PUBLIC COMMENT

None

6.   COUNCIL HEARING ON UNIVERSITY PARK VERIZON/FIOS ISSUES

Ms. Mallino introduced the topic on University Park Verizon Fios issues. She said that she has experienced slowdowns in email service, access to Facebook, AOL, and related sites. She noted that this issue is being raised on the UP Google group, and appears to occur on both PC and Macintosh computers. Ms. Mallino has contacted Verizon and raised the issue with them. 

Ms. Tara Potter, the external and government affairs representative for Verizon, and Mr. Shawn Curry, Verizon technical support, were in attendance at the meeting and introduced themselves. Ms. Mallino asked how Town residents outside the UP Google group would be notified of the problem.

Ms. Ferguson, UP Town Attorney, asked if there was information about the problem that could be placed on the Town’s web site and in the Google group. Mr. Carey said that if Verizon could provide a resolution, Town Hall would post that information on the Town web site. Ms. Linda Verrill asked if Ms. Potter was aware of the problem that people were experiencing. Ms. Potter asked if there could be a list provided of affected people’s names and phone numbers, which could be used by Verizon to troubleshoot the problem. The Council, the public in attendance, and the Verizon representatives discussed the general nature of the problems residents were experiencing with their service. 

Ms. Potter said that Mr. Jason Groves would be replacing her as the Prince George’s County and municipal governments’ liaison. 

7.   MAYOR’S REPORT/DEPARTMENT REPORTS– Mayor John Rogard Tabori

Mayor Tabori said that Town Hall is going to pursue a parks and playground grant, which is due August 24. Four items will need to be covered in the grant application. Mayor Tabori said that Town Hall will send out in the next several days a draft outline of the response for Council feedback. Possible opportunities under the grant include a dog park, repair of the tennis courts, creating a playground for older children, and stream upgrades and restoration. Mayor Tabori said August 17 is the target completion date for the grant proposal; August 24 is the deadline for submission. 

Mayor Tabori said that Mr. Lucas has received a report from Mr. Tom Stickles on recommendations for remediating the problems (lack of oxygenation, level of bacteria, level of nitrogen) in the stream. 

Mayor Tabori said that Town Hall tried to submit a proposal on performing a tree inventory, but the proposal was not submitted due to time pressures and difficulties with the proposal submission software. 

Mayor Tabori and Mr. Beall plan to work with the Town Engineer to develop a long-term plan to deal with the Town’s road surfaces. Mayor Tabori did receive a letter from the Department of Public Works & Transportation (DPW&T) to resurface Clagett Road using stimulus funding. Town Hall will push WSSC to complete work on Clagett Road in advance of the work to be done by DPW&T. Mr. DeSaussure asked why stimulus money would not cover other roads. Mayor Tabori said that he did not have a clear answer on that question. The area included in the proposed work will be between College Heights Drive and Queens Chapel Road. 

Mr. Carey said that the 4200 block of Underwood Street is starting a discussion of a sidewalk. A section of Woodberry Street could also be considered for improvement. Mayor Tabori said that he is following up with the State Highway Administration (SHA) on repairs on U. S. Route 1 from Albion to East-West Highway. Mr. Carey asked if Town Hall maintained a capital improvements project list. Mayor Tabori said that Town Hall had not done so in the past, but this would be a good time to start one. 

Mr. Carey raised a concern about the erosion from Underwood Street onto the University Park Elementary School (UPES) ball field. He also raised the point that one of the tennis courts (opposite UPES) could be turned into a pavilion that could be used for community events like the chili cook-off. Mayor Tabori said that there would certainly be those types of opportunities in grant monies. Mayor Tabori noted that the Town might want to engage UPES in developing the UPES playground as a 6 year-old and up play area. Ms. O’Connor said it is difficult to find a venue for community activities.    

A. REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES- Chief Michael Wynnyk 

The June 2009 police report was distributed and discussed by Chief Wynnyk. It is attached at the end of these minutes as Appendix 7A.

B.  REPORT ON PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT-Mickey Beall, Director

Mr. Beall provided an update on the storm water and culvert replacement at Wells Parkway at Chansory Lane. The formwork is in place around the new culvert pipe. The sluicework and drainwork on Chansory Lane is essentially complete. Mr. Beall said the repair to the culvert and road surface at 6902 Chansory Lane would be taken from the budget line item for road maintenance, from FY2010 dollars. 

Town Hall and the Public Works Department have received four summer work interns from Prince George’s County. They will be with the Town for four weeks. 

Mr. Carey asked about the status of the drainage at Clagett/Clagett-Pineway. Mr. Beall said the pipes would be reamed out by the Department of Environmental Resources (DER). Mr. Carey asked Mr. Beall to let Mr. Jim Howard know what was taking place with the drain clearing on Clagett/Clagett-Pineway. Mr. Carey also asked about a tree branch that fell on Beechwood Road between Van Buren Street and Woodberry Street. Mr. Beall confirmed that this was a town tree in a street tree box. 
C.  REPORT OF TOWN ATTORNEY- Suellen M. Ferguson, Esq.

Ms. Ferguson reported that the State of Maryland has passed on a requirement for municipalities to adopt a debt policy, no later than October 2009. The State Treasurer has not issued guidelines on this matter yet. 

Mr. Lucas asked if University Park has to develop a storm water management plan. Ms. Ferguson said that the Town usually follows the County plan. 
8.  NEW BUSINESS
A. APPLICATION TO INSTALL 4 FOOT FENCE

(Kemp, 6910 40th Avenue)   Ward 6

Mr. Kemp addressed the Council and the Mayor. 



Motion: To approve the installation of a 4 foot wood picket fence on Lot 12, Block 40, Section 7 at 6910 40th Avenue.

Moved by:
Ms. O’Connor

Seconded by: Ms. Mallino

Yea:  6



Nay: 0



Abstain: 0


B.
 COUNCIL COMMITTEES

The Town Charter establishes the first three committees listed. The Tree Committee is established by Ordinance. The Stream Committee will operate under a one-year special committee mandate from Council.

Mr. DeSaussure proposed renewing the Rental Committee. Ms. O’Connor asked what the purpose of the committee would be. Mr. DeSaussure said one goal was to develop a pamphlet with accessible, user-friendly information for renters and landlords. Another objective would be to capture better information for Town Hall on the outcomes of code inspections through a checklist. The proposal failed for lack of a second. 



Motion: To approve/disapprove appointments to the following council committees:



Police, Traffic, and Public Safety: Ms. O’Connor, Ms. Toscano, Mr. Lucas



Policy, Rules, and Municipal Structure: Ms. Mallino, Mr. DeSaussure, Ms. Toscano



Public Facilities and Services: Ms. O’Connor, Mr. Carey



Trees:  (Council Liaison to Committee): Mr. Carey



Stream:  (Council Liaison to Committee): Mr. Lucas
 

NO VOTE TAKEN
9.   ADJOURNMENT at 9:10pm.

Submitted by: ______________________






    
    John Rogard Tabori







Mayor


ATTACHMENT 7A: REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES
Police Information

Crime Statistics (June 1st – 30th) 2009

Ward 1

Ward 2

Theft – Between June 8, 10:00pm and June 9, 11:00am in the 4100 block of Tennyson Rd. suspect/s stole a red “Specialized” mountain bike from the rear yard of the residence. No suspect/s were located and the investigation is on-going.

Ward 3 

Ward 4 

Ward 5 

Theft from Auto – Between June 11, 8:30am and June 12, 7:30am in the 6900 block of Oakridge Road suspect/s broke the front passenger side window of a 2007 Toyota Prius and stole assorted coins. No suspect/s were located and the investigation is on-going.
Ward 6

Ward 7

Contact the UPPD with tips regarding crimes. All information will be kept confidential.
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