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MEETING OF

UNIVERSITY PARK MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL

UNIVERSITY PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

4315 UNDERWOOD STREET

7:30 P.M.

      July 6, 2009
        WORK SESSION 
1.  CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Tabori

Present:
Ms. Mallino, Mr. Lucas, Ms. McPherson, Mr. Dudinsky, Ms. O’Connor, Mr. DeSaussure
Excused: 
Ms. Toscano

Absent:
None
2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Ms. Mallino

3.  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

Moved by:
Ms. McPherson
Seconded by: Ms. Mallino

Yea:  6



Nay: 0



Abstain: 0

4.  OFFICIAL SWEARING IN OF COUNCILMEMBER-ELECT BY THE MAYOR




Lenford C. Carey-Ward 4 Councilmember

5.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   Updated June 1, 2009  Meeting

Moved by:
Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Mr. Dudinsky

Yea:  6



Nay: 0



Abstain: 0






June 15, 2009 Meeting

Moved by:
Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Ms. O’Connor

Yea:  6



Nay: 0



Abstain: 0

6.  PUBLIC COMMENT

Mayor Tabori introduced Ms. Nancy Schickner, the new principal of University Park Elementary School. Ms. Schickner expressed her delight at joining the University Park community and looked forward to the upcoming school year. 

Ms. O’Connor asked several questions on addressing the concerns of her ward members concerning rat control. One constituent is having a serious problem with a rat infestation. She has taken steps to manage any source of food or cover on her property, but has not been able to engage her adjoining neighbors in taking similar necessary actions. Ms. O’Connor noted that the Town Code requires homeowners to take responsibility for managing their property. The problem was discussed among Mayor Tabori, Town Attorney Ms. Ferguson, Mr. DeSaussure, and Ms. O’Connor. 

The second concern that has been raised to Ms. O’Connor is the heavy flow of traffic exceeding the posted speeds on 40th between the stop signs, on College Heights Drive between Wells Parkway and 40th, and on Beechwood. Mayor Tabori said that Town Hall would engage Mr. Jim Cook to conduct traffic studies in those locations. 

7.   MAYOR’S REPORT/DEPARTMENT REPORTS– Mayor John Rogard Tabori

Mayor Tabori reported that WSSC is running behind in their planned start date for the water line replacement work. The scheduled start date has slipped out to October. In the meantime, Washington Gas Light (WGL) has been proceeding with gas line replacements. When WGL completes their work, Mayor Tabori and the Town Engineer will inspect the sidewalk and street patches. Residents have expressed concern that the current temporary patches are of very poor quality. 

The next mosquito control spray dates are July 8th and July 29th. Residents are asked to report mosquito problems to the Director of Public Works, Mr. Beall, in Town Hall as soon as possible. 

The Maryland Municipal League held their annual meeting in Ocean City from June 28 to July 1. Mayor Tabori found the meeting to be very helpful and informative. Town Hall has received two grant proposals that are due to be submitted on 7/17 and 8/24 respectively. The first grant is with the Chesapeake Bay Trust and addresses tree canopy coverage, from the perspective of a canopy survey of both street and park trees. The second grant proposal is for parks and playgrounds. This grant would potentially allow the Town to address the tennis courts, a dog park, the state of the stream, and a playground for older children. Mayor Tabori proposed appointing a committee of Ms. Mallino, Mr. Carey, and Ms. O’Connor to support the grant proposal work. 

On July 7 Mayor Tabori plans to meet with the mayors of the towns of Hyattsville and Riverdale Park to discuss an integrated approach to addressing the health of the stream (Wells Run as it passes through University Park). A number of grants are available, and it may be possible for the Town to carry out an assay of the heavy metals in the stream bed sediments. There are also grants available to involve the students of the Riverdale Park and University Park Elementary Schools, and DeMatha. 

A. REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES- Chief Michael Wynnyk 

The June 2009 police report was distributed and discussed by Chief Wynnyk. It is attached at the end of these minutes as Appendix 7A.

UPPD has used state grant money to conduct focused enforcement along the US Route 1 corridor.

One UPPD officer is injured due to a serious accident suffered off-duty while driving his private vehicle. Mr. Dudinsky asked how Chief Wynnyk was covering for the injured officer. Chief Wynnyk said he was juggling schedules and that he was personally patrolling. Mr. Dudinsky asked if the department would use part-time officers. Chief Wynnyk said he would prefer not to engage part-time officers. 

Ms. Mallino said that residents on Sheridan Street have reported a slight decrease in cut-through traffic. She said that at 44th  and 43rd  at East-West Highway cars are parking so close to the intersection that turning traffic is obstructed. She asked Chief Wynnyk to check for the presence of yellow no-parking paint on the curbs 35 feet back from the intersection per the provisions of the Town Code. 

B.   REPORT OF TOWN ATTORNEY- Suellen M. Ferguson, Esq.

Attorney Ferguson said she had no specific comments. 

Mr. DeSaussure asked Attorney Ferguson for clarification on her opinion on the General Election as it pertained to the petition for a referendum on the ordinance. Attorney Ferguson said she had explained this in her prior opinion. 

8.  NEW BUSINESS
A. APPLICATION TO REPLACE CHIMNEY

(Carey, 4308 Van Buren Street)   Ward 4

Mr. Carey addressed the Council and the Mayor. He explained that his chimney was struck by lightning, destroying the upper five feet of chimney and damaging his slate roof. He provided a chronology of the difficulties he has experienced with the Prince George’s County permit office. Mayor Tabori said he would be addressing the permit problems experienced by University Park residents with Mr. Eric Olson’s office. 


Motion: To approve the replacement of a chimney on Lots 23A and 24, Block 24, Section 6-B at 4308 Van Buren Street with the following condition: Receipt by Town of copies of all County stamped/approved plans, permits etc.

Moved by:
Mr. Dudinsky

Seconded by: Ms. Mallino

Yea:  6



Nay: 0



Abstain: 0
B. ANALYSIS OF DEMATHA STREAM REPORT-Tom Stickles 

Mr. Stickles provided a detailed report that gave the background history on Wells Run and analyzed the information provided by the DeMatha stream study.
C. 6600 BLOCK 44TH AVENUE/STREET CLOSURE

                       (Wednesday July 15, 2009 Time: 6-9:30 PM) Ward 3

Ms. McPherson asked if there was any indication from the neighbors that they were aware of the proposed closure and if they were in agreement with the street closure. 

Moved by:
Ms. McPherson
Seconded by: Mr. Lucas

Yea:  6



Nay: 0



Abstain: 0
D.
Waive Formal Bid Process for Culvert Replacement at 6902 Chansory Lane 

Mayor Tabori introduced and described the waiver request. The proposed cost is approximately half the cost of the culvert replaced upstream in 2004. Mr. DeSaussure asked if a separate bid could be solicited from the contractor who had done the work in 2004. Mayor Tabori said that Town Hall had attempted to reach him but had not been successful. 

Motion:  To approve the replacement of the driveway culvert at 6902 Chansory Lane and waive the formal bidding requirements as we will be using a PG County Dept. of Environmental Res. approved contractor and county contract rates at a price not to exceed $14,080 contingent on the Town Attorney’s and the Town Engineer’s review and approval and the identification of the budget line item for this work.

Moved by:
Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Mr. Lucas

Yea:  6



Nay: 0



Abstain: 0

E.
PENSION REFERENDUM PETITION UPDATE

Mayor Tabori read his formal statement on the pension referendum, which is attached at the end of these minutes as Appendix 8E.
9. ADJOURNMENT at 9:30 p.m. 






Submitted by: ______________________





    
    

John Rogard Tabori










Mayor


ATTACHMENT 7A: REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES
Police Information

Crime Statistics (June 1st – 30th) 2009

Ward 1

Ward 2

Theft – Between June 8, 10:00pm and June 9, 11:00am in the 4100 block of Tennyson Rd. suspect/s stole a red “Specialized” mountain bike from the rear yard of the residence. No suspect/s were located and the investigation is on-going.

Ward 3 

Ward 4 

Ward 5 

Theft from Auto – Between June 11, 8:30am and June 12, 7:30am in the 6900 block of Oakridge Road suspect/s broke the front passenger side window of a 2007 Toyota, Prius and stole assorted coins. No suspect/s were located and the investigation is on-going.
Ward 6

Ward 7

Contact the UPPD with tips regarding crimes. All information will be kept confidential.
APPENDIX 8E: PENSION REFERENDUM PETITION UPDATE

July 6, 2009

Dear Council Members, 

As many of you are aware, on June 15, 2009, the Town received a petition to suspend Ordinance 09-O-06 and to bring it to referendum under Section 311(e) of the Town Charter. The petition was logged in on June 15, 2009 by the Town Clerk, Ms. Amy Headley, and later turned over to the Board of Election Supervisors for certification as to compliance with the requirements of Section 311(e). On June 25, the Board of Election Supervisors submitted their report in which it was determined that the petition had less than the 50 percent of signatures of individuals who voted in the town-wide May 2008 General Election. On June 26, 2009, after review, the Town Clerk, formally certified the receipt of the report of the Board of Election Supervisors. After confirmation by Town legal counsel, it has been determined that the petition failed for lack of sufficient signatures. Unless the Town Council wishes to take further action, the matter will be regarded as closed. 

Sincerely, 

John Rogard Tabori

Mayor

Town of University Park

6724 Baltimore Avenue

University Park, Maryland 20782

301-927-4262 (O)

301-277-4548 (F)
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