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MEETING OF

UNIVERSITY PARK MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL

UNIVERSITY PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

4315 UNDERWOOD STREET

7:30 P.M.

      June 1, 2009
               WORK SESSION 
UPDATED

1.  CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Tabori

Present:
Ms. Mallino, Mr. Lucas, Mr. Dudinsky, Ms. Toscano, Ms. O’Connor, Mr. DeSaussure
Excused: 
Ms. McPherson

Absent:
None
2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Ms. O’Connor

3.  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

Ms. Mallino requested that agenda item 7D, UP Solar Group Presentation, and agenda item 7E, DeMatha Final Report on Town Stream, be moved in front of all other agenda items. 

Moved by:
Mr. Lucas

Seconded by: Mr. Dudinsky

Yea:  6



Nay: 0



Abstain: 0

4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   May 14, 2009 Special Meeting

Moved by:
Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Mr. Dudinsky

Yea:  5



Nay: 0


Abstain: 1 (Mr. DeSaussure)






May 18, 2009 Regular Meeting

Ms. Toscano requested that the spelling of her first name be corrected to ‘Tracey’. 

Moved by:
Mr. Lucas

Seconded by: Ms. Mallino

Yea:  6



Nay: 0



Abstain: 0

5.  PUBLIC COMMENT

Mr. Lucas and Mr. Dudinsky discussed how the Prince George’s County School Board would receive the UP Solar Group’s request to mount solar collectors on the roof of the University Park Elementary School.

6.   MAYOR’S REPORT/DEPARTMENT REPORTS– Mayor John Rogard Tabori

Mayor Tabori said that absentee ballots for the Ward 4 special election are available at Town Hall. Eleven people have applied for ballots. The election will be held at the Church of the Brethren, not at Riverdale Presbyterian. 

The Town has been asked by the school system to find an engineer to certify the installation plans for the Town Clock.

The e-cycling event was very successful. Several trucks were filled with electronic waste; Mr. Beall will provide a final weight of materials collected at a later date.   

Mayor Tabori said that the Town is waiting on the mosquito report and spraying schedule.

Town Hall received questions last week about a hole in the pavement on 44th Ave. The WSSC manhole cover was subsiding; WSSC has come out and applied a temporary patch. Mr. Beall has asked the State Highway Administration about the missing sign on MD 410; the sign has now been replaced. Prince George’s County was contacted about the signal timing light at Adelphi Road and Toledo Road and the problem has been corrected there as well. No further word has been received on the request to put in a pedestrian signal at Adelphi Road and Tennyson Road. 

Mr. Caulk has sought bids to repair his retaining wall fronting US Route 1, which was damaged in a recent car crash. 

University Park Elementary School has notified Town Hall that the school will have to restrict summer hours and close at 6:30pm. Town Hall is seeking an alternate location for Council meetings. UPES will have four long-time teachers and administrators retire at the end of the school year, including Principal Ms. Foxx, Vice Principal Funderburk, Counselor Mr. Cooper, and PE teacher Mr. Combs. Mayor Tabori said that he would like to propose a set of proclamations, one for each retiree, to present at the June 18th school ceremony.  

Mayor Tabori mentioned that in July or August the state will award a major grant to do work in municipal parks. Mayor Tabori has put University Park on the list to receive funds. The Mayor solicited the Council’s input to plan and prepare for the grant. Mr. DeSaussure asked if the grant could be used for repairing or removing the tennis courts. Mayor Tabori said that the grant could be used for this, as well as stream restoration work. 

A. REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES- Chief Michael Wynnyk 

The May 2009 police report was distributed and discussed by Chief Wynnyk. It is attached at the end of these minutes as Appendix 7A.

Chief Wynnyk reported that Dan Duseau is the new Major in District 1. The UPPD is using the $3000 grant from the State Highway Administration to reduce aggressive driving on the perimeter roads around University Park. The UPPD has applied for a grant for federal stimulus money for new police radios. 

7.    NEW BUSINESS


A.
PARKING WAIVER FOR RENTAL PROPERTY

                        (McKeon, 6904 40th Avenue)  Ward 6

Mayor Tabori said that Mr. McKeon is on a special assignment in Ohio for his job and living in a rental property there. His 40th Ave property is his principal residence and he intends to return to University Park next year. 

Mayor Tabori added that Town Hall has requested tax records from the State of Maryland in electronic format, to be better able to determine if a landlord has declared more than one property as a principal residence. 


Motion: To approve the application for an on-street, six-month parking waiver for up to five vehicles at 6904 40th Avenue.

Moved by:
Ms. O’Connor

Seconded by: Ms. Mallino

Yea:  6



Nay: 0



Abstain: 0


B.
PARKING WAIVER FOR RENTAL PROPERTY

                        (Berhane, 6703 41st Avenue)  Ward 6

Mr. DeSaussure noted that this rental property is clearly owned by a landlord who has declared more than one property as his primary residence, in violation of Maryland state law. The Council members discussed the impact on the tenants of not approving the parking waiver, which would punish the current tenants for a violation of residency laws on the part of the landlord. 


Motion: To approve the application for an on-street, six-month parking waiver for up to three vehicles at 6703 41st Avenue.

Moved by:
Ms. O’Connor

Seconded by: Ms. Mallino

Yea:  6



Nay: 0



Abstain: 0
C.
APPLICATION TO REPAIR FRONT PORCH

            (Buffington, 4109 Tennyson Road) Ward 2

Mr. Buffington addressed the Council and Mayor to describe the poor condition of his porch and steps.

Mayor Tabori noted his concern that the Prince George’s County permitting office has designated or required University Park residents to follow a historic district process for permit approvals. Town Hall has collected seven or eight instances where this has happened, and has forwarded this information to Mr. Eric Olson’s office. 

Motion: To approve the repair of front porch (to include steps and supports) on Lot 5, Block 18, Section 5-B at 4109 Tennyson Road.

Moved by:
Mr. Lucas

Seconded by: Mr. DeSaussure

Yea:  6



Nay: 0



Abstain: 0

D. UP SOLAR GROUP PRESENTATION:  Dave Brosch and Kim Fisher

Ms. Fisher and Mr. Brosch made an informational PowerPoint presentation on the University Park Solar Co-op Limited Liability Corporation (UPSC LLC), a company that has recently formed to seek investments in solar energy. 

Ms. Fisher said the majority of Maryland energy comes from coal (68%) and nuclear (28%) sources. Residential and commercial buildings take up 40% of US energy consumption. She said that the one desirable host site for solar collectors in University Park would be University Park Elementary School. The co-op has had preliminary discussions with Standard Solar Corporation (SSC).  

Mr. Brosch discussed the solar co-op concept. The University Park Solar Co-op Limited Liability Corporation (UPSC LLC) will find stakeholders, find a host building, and buy solar panels. SSC will install and maintain the solar panels. The host site agrees to buy the energy generated by the panels. Mr. Brosch said the UPSC LLC has identified six possible sites to host solar panels: Church of the Brethren, St. Mark’s Catholic Church, University Town Center landlords with federal tenants, an industrial building in Riverdale, and University Park Elementary School. The power generated by the panels is used by the host site, and sized to provide approximately half of the power needed by the building. Pepco would provide the difference. 

A resident asked if the UPSC LLC had a web site yet. Mr. Brosch said not yet. The resident asked what prevented a host site from contracting directly with SSC. Mr. Brosch explained that UPSC LLC arranged the financing for the venture.  

E.        DEMATHA FINAL REPORT ON TOWN STREAM (Rick Reeves - Dematha Science Dept. and Student Presenters)
Mr. Rick Reeves introduced the student presenters, Mr. Eric Hamel, Mr. J.P. Bailey, and Mr. Logan Seith. Mr. Hamel reviewed the introduction to the report, Mr. Bailey presented the methods and materials used in the study, and Mr. Seith covered the discussion section of the report. Mr. Reeves provided an overall synopsis of the findings, noting that rainfall is the primary determinant of the chemistry of the streams. Acidity, enterobacteriaceae (ENT), and phosphates all increase as rainfall and temperature increase. 

Mr. Lucas asked about the ‘dead zone’ in the stream, from Northwestern High School and downstream into University Park, where no living organisms are found. Ms. Mallino asked if the water samples were taken at the church side or the school side of the stream. Mr. Reeves said the samples were taken on the church side. Ms. O’Connor requested a map of where the samples were taken, the better to visualize the locations. She also requested a second graph of the readings by site, in addition to the one provided by date. She noted that the measurements used to recording information in the report changed from parts per million (ppm) and milligrams per liter (mg/l), and she asked how the two measurements were related. Mr. Reeves said there were a number of final updates, as well as a final conclusion, that would be made to the report before it was submitted to the Town.

Mr. Brunner asked if any critters were found in the stream water. Mr. Hamel said that he saw some small minnows; minimal aquatic life was observed. Mr. Carey asked if the team looked for nymphs or invertebrates, or for heavy metals in the sediments. He also suggested looking at the summer ranges of acidity, enterobacteriaceae (ENT), and phosphates, when the temperatures are higher. Mr. Reeves said the study was on-going. Readings in the summertime are harder to accomplish, as the students are not in school. The location that dried up will probably be omitted from the future studies. 

F.        COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Mayor Tabori asked that the Chair of each committee provide a report on the status of each committee. 


Standing Council Committees:


Police, Traffic, and Public Safety: Mr. Dudinsky, Mr. Lucas, Ms. Winton (Chair)
Mr. Dudinsky reported that the Committee did not hold any meetings. 


Policy, Rules, and Municipal Structure: Mr. DeSaussure, Ms. Fischer, Mr. Dudinsky

Mr. Dudinsky reported that the Committee did not hold any meetings. 


Public Facilities and Services: Ms. McPherson, Ms. Winton, Ms. Mallino

Ms. Mallino reported that meetings were held by the Committee of the whole which considered  Mr. Dudinsky’s ordinance concerning trash cans, and parking restrictions on Clagett – Clagett/Pineway.

Trees: Ms. Mallino (Council Liaison to Committee), Resident members: Jenny Glenn, Chair, (Woodberry Street), Lindsay Hicks, Karen Sondak, Linda Strickman, Dan Strickman, Jim Hughes

Ms. Mallino reported that the Committee has held meetings; highlights include preparing for and moving forward with a town street tree ordinance, identifying sites for a fall street tree planting, and working on the invasive species problems in the park areas.  

Special Committees:

Rental: Ms. Mallino (CM), Mr. DeSaussure (CM) (Chair), Mr. Lucas (CM), Resident members: Dixie Meadows (Van Buren Street), Shelton Nickens (Woodberry Street)
Mr. DeSaussure reported that the Committee has held a number of lively meetings. A goal for the Committee is to prepare a pamphlet for the community to inform people about the rental code and landlord responsibilities and requirements. He noted that the current inspection report is not definitive. Mr. DeSaussure said that Mr. Nickens had proposed a more thorough rental property inspection checklist for Ms. Martino. 
Budget and Employee Pensions: Ms. Mallino (CM) (Chair), Mr. Lucas (CM), Mr. DeSaussure (CM), Resident members: Mr. Rob Stewart (Forest Hill Drive), and Mr. Wayne Dressler (Van Buren Street)
Ms. Mallino, committee chairperson, gave a report that she asked to be displayed on the Town web site. (Click here)  www.upmd.org (Documents: Budget Committee)

Permits and Fence Ordinance:  Ms. Fischer, Mr. Lucas, Ms. Winton

Mr. Lucas reported that the Committee did not hold any meetings. 

8.   ADJOURNMENT  at 10 p.m. 

Submitted by: ______________________






    
    John Rogard Tabori








Mayor
ATTACHMENT 7A: REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES
Police Information

Crime Statistics (May 1st – 31st) 2009

Ward 1

Ward 2

Theft – Between May 24, 5:00pm and May 25, 9:00am in the 4100 block of Tennyson Rd. suspect/s stole the license plate registration stickers from a 1999 Buick, Century and also from a 1990 Oldsmobile, Cutlass. Both vehicles were parked at the residence. 

No suspect/s was located. The investigation is on-going.

Theft from Auto – Between May 29, 8:15pm and May 30, 10:00am in the 6400 block of 40th Ave. suspect/s broke the front passenger side window of a 2006 Chevy, Trailblazer and stole a Plantronic, “Bluetooth phone piece”. No suspect/s was located. The investigation is on-going.

Vandalism to Auto – Between May 29, 5:00pm and May 30, 1:00am in the 6500 block of 43rd Ave. suspect/s broke the front passenger side window of a 2003 Toyota, Camry and rummaged through the glove box. No suspect/s was located. The investigation is on-going.

Ward 3 

Theft from Auto – Between May 28, 6:00pm and May 29, 9:30am in the 4400 block of Wells Parkway suspect/s entered a 1998 Chevy, Cavalier and stole an after market car radio, and a GPS unit. No suspect/s was located. The investigation is on-going.
Ward 4 

Theft from Auto – Between May 21, 9:00pm and May 22, 9:00am in the 4200 block of Underwood St. suspect/s entered an unlocked 2002 Honda, CRV and stole a small black purse containing a driver’s license and several credit cards. No suspect/s was located. The investigation is on-going.
Ward 5 

Ward 6

Theft from Auto – Between May 7, 6:00pm and May 8, 12:30pm in the 6800 block of 40th Ave. suspect/s forced open the driver side window of a 1995 Honda, Accord and stole a flashlight. No suspect/s was located. The investigation is on-going.

Theft – On May 10, 2009 between 1:00am and 2:00am in the 6700 block of 40th Ave. the resident reported that during a graduation party he was hosting, suspect/s stole a Dell laptop computer from his room. The subject advised that numerous people had crashed the party and after the UPPD had come and dispersed the attendees, he discovered the missing property. No suspect/s was located. The investigation is on-going.
Ward 7

Recovered Stolen Auto – On May 21, 2009 at 6:35am in the 7000 block of Wells Parkway, Officer Jones of the UPPD recovered a 1998 Acura, Integra with two front wheels missing. It was determined that the vehicle had been reported stolen in Montgomery County. The vehicle was processed for fingerprints. No suspect/s was located. The investigation is on-going. 

Contact the UPPD with tips regarding crimes. All information will be kept confidential.
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