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MEETING OF

UNIVERSITY PARK MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL

UNIVERSITY PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

4315 UNDERWOOD STREET

7:30 P.M.

      February 2, 2009
IMPORTANT THIS MEETING IS A REGULAR SESSION

1.  CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Tabori at 7:30pm.
Present:
Mr. Lucas, Mr. DeSaussure, Ms. Mallino, Ms. McPherson, Ms. Winton, Mr. Dudinsky (departed at 8:30pm during the Mayor’s report), Ms. Fischer (arrived during agenda item #4)

Excused: 
None 

Absent:
None
2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Ms. Mallino.

3.  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Mr. DeSaussure  

Yea:  6



Nay:   0

Abstain: 0

4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
January 26, 2009 Meeting

With the following addition to the second paragraph on p. 5:

Ms. Winton asked if the February 23 Council meeting would be the time for the Council to have a clear understanding of the pension implications on the budget. Mayor Tabori said yes. Ms. Winton asked if there could be a dedicated meeting or agenda item to discuss the pension in more detail. This would be time dedicated to Council Members to allow the Council to state their opinions on the matter. Mayor Tabori said he would place this on the meeting agenda for March 2.

Moved by: Mr. Lucas

Seconded by: Mr. DeSaussure  

Yea:  6



Nay:   0

Abstain: 1 (Ms. Fischer)

5.   PUBLIC COMMENT

Mr. Lucas said that Representative Steny Hoyer has said in meetings that the State of Maryland is targeted to receive $4 billion under the proposed stimulus program. 

Mr. Friedman, a resident of Woodberry St., asked if a copy of the proposed FY10 budget were available for review. Mayor Tabori said there would be a presentation on the budget on March 16, which is two months before the budget would require approval. 

6.  MAYOR’S REPORT/DEPARTMENT REPORTS– Mayor John Rogard Tabori- 

Mayor Tabori said he has constructed a timeline for the budget and the pension discussion. This is shown in Appendix 6 at the end of these minutes. Mayor Tabori reviewed the details of the schedule with the Council. He noted that if the Town meets the constant yield rate, a public hearing would not be required. 

Ms. Winton asked if a full presentation on the budget could be made on March 16th if the full information has not been received from the State of Maryland. Mayor Tabori said that historically the state provides projections on income by mid-February. Mr. DeSaussure asked if the state estimate is based on property taxes. Mayor Tabori said the estimate is based on income taxes, which is why the state provides projected information. Last year income taxes were $490,000 out of total Town revenues of approximately $2 million. Historically income tax is 20% to 25% of the Town’s budget. 

Mr. Dudinsky asked when the new budget would be voted on. Mayor Tabori said the vote would be taken on May 4 or May 18, depending on the Council’s discretion. Mr. Dudinsky expressed his concern that the new Council members would have to be bound by the budget passed by the out-going Council members. Mayor Tabori said that the budget is tied to the constant yield rate, which is tied to state requirements for the Town to have a budget approved by June 1. Mayor Tabori said he understands both sides of this discussion, on when a new budget year starts versus when new members join the Council. 

Mayor Tabori said that a postcard will be sent out to every household in the Town on February 9 to announce the February 23 Council meeting. A second postcard will be sent out to announce the budget hearing, and a third postcard will announce the rate hearing. 

Mayor Tabori shared his understanding of the Steny Hoyer meeting that Mr. Lucas referred to earlier. Representative Hoyer met with municipal mayors in his jurisdiction on Friday. $4 billion of stimulus money is targeted for the state of Maryland; $1 billion is targeted specifically for infrastructure improvements. The funds must be distributed down to the local level. Mayor Tabori said it was not clear how small or bounded municipalities would launch projects for streets or waterways controlled by Prince George’s County or the state. Mr. DeSaussure asked if the engineering study was done to move forward with repaving the streets internal to University Park, like Sheridan Street. Mayor Tabori said these projects were ready to move forward now, and the Request for Proposal (RFP) could be placed out for bid on short notice. Mr. DeSaussure noted that some monies should be held for removing trees killed by the gypsy moths. Mayor Tabori agreed. 

Ms. Winton asked what can be done to install a sieve or some other catchment to cut down on the stream contamination flowing in at the Adelphi Road inlet pipe. The Council and Mayor Tabori discussed the various municipalities and authorities that have jurisdiction over the stream. Mayor Tabori said that what should have happened during development was for a settlement pond to have been put in place on the Hyattsville side. The requirement for a settlement pond was waived. The Town of University Park has had discussions with Hyattsville on resolving this problem, but no resolution has been reached. Mr. Dudinsky strongly expressed his opinion that something must be done to stop the flow of trash into the University Park portion of the stream. Ms. Mallino noted that Hyattsville has requested grates on Northwest Branch, which is under state management. Mr. Lucas spoke to his efforts to try to resolve the storm water problems resulting from both Prince George’s Plaza and University Town Center. Mr. Lucas said there is a law that will come into effect in October 2009 on water management that would address feeder stream management. 

Mr. DeSaussure asked for a citation for the new clean water legislation. Mayor Tabori said he would provide that information to Council members. 

The Cafritz property developers have notified County Delegate Eric Olson’s office that they have finished the traffic report and will set up meetings to notify the affected municipalities. Mayor Tabori noted that the Cafritz property has three exits. The northern-most one does not align with any University Park streets. The main exit from the property will be on Van Buren Street. The southern exit is aligned with Underwood Street, which will be a serious concern for University Park due to the impact on school bus access. Mr. Lucas noted that Delegate Olson is in favor of the development, and is fully authorized as the District Councilmember with jurisdiction to determine the future of the project. Ms. Mallino said it looks like the zoning application has not been submitted. She pointed out that it is time for University Park to make its position on the development publicly known. Ms. Winton asked how University Park should express its position. Ms. Mallino said we should hear out the upcoming presentation from the Cafritz team, but without a rezoning application, there is no formal venue for registering an opinion. Ms. Mallino suggested that University Park write a letter or invite Delegate Olson to a University Park council meeting to hear the Town’s position. Mr. Lucas said his emphasis is putting a bridge across the railroad tracks. 

Ms. McPherson asked if the Council could set up a schedule for preparing the Town’s position. Mayor Tabori said he thought the timing would be no later than mid-March. Mayor Tabori asked for the Council’s assistance in drafting a letter on the subject; the Council would have to send the letter to Delegate Olson by resolution to formally convey the position of University Park. Mayor Tabori asked the Council members to send Mayor Tabori their language for the letter and he would assemble a draft.  


A. REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES- Chief Michael Wynnyk

Chief Wynnyk reviewed the police report, which is attached at the end of the minutes in Appendix 6A.

7.  CONSENT AGENDA



There is none. 

8.   CONTINUING BUSINESS

A.
LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION 08- 05: Ward 5 Parking Restrictions Second Reading

Motion: To approve Legislative Resolution 08-05-to modify and expand the permit parking system in Ward 5.

Moved by: Ms. Fischer

Seconded by: Ms. Mallino  

Yea:  6



Nay:   0

Abstain: 0

Mayor Tabori said he will sign the legislation tomorrow [February 3] and the legislation would take effect in twenty days. 

B.  
LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION 09-O-01: INCREASE IN VIOLATION FINES Second Reading
Motion: To approve Legislative Resolution 09-0-01: to increase violation fines for failure to obey parking, traffic, and speed limits.

Moved by: Mr. DeSaussure 
Seconded by: Ms. Winton  

Yea:  6



Nay:   0

Abstain: 0

In discussion among the Council members and Mayor Tabori, the point was made that all tickets written as a civil violation will be raised to the level of the Prince George’s County fine for that violation. Ms. Winton asked how parking fine payments are enforced. Chief Wynnyk explained that if necessary, the University Park Police Department would flag the license plate in the Motor Vehicle Administration computer system. An outstanding debt would prevent a person from renewing their license plate.  

C.    TOWN INVENTORY DISCUSSION

Mayor Tabori explained that the confusion on the previous town inventory was that the inventory was done as an accounting inventory, not a physical inventory. Accounting inventories address valuation; a physical inventory looks at the life cycle of an item and supports replacement planning. Mayor Tabori said that Mr. Baden was not able to generate an updated inventory in time for this evening’s meeting. Mr. DeSaussure asked if the two different inventories would ultimately coincide. Mayor Tabori said the Town needs to focus on the physical inventory for the time being. Ms. Mallino provided background insight into how accounting standards were applied to University Park assets. She said that what the Budget Committee is now focusing on is drawing up and realistically planning the budget based on an inventory. Ms. Mallino provided a copy of her inventory to pass along to Mr. Baden. 


D.  BUDGET TRANSFER FOR RECYCLING COSTS  Second Reading
Motion: To approve the transfer of $8,000 from Park Bridge Replacement line item to Recycling Cost line item.

Moved by: Ms. Winton

Seconded by: Ms. McPherson  

Yea:  6



Nay:   0

Abstain: 0

Mr. DeSaussure asked why funding is being moved from the bridge replacement line item to cover recycling costs. Mr. Beall replied that there are engineering drawings in hand that are ready to be submitted to Prince George’s County to obtain a permit for construction. The monies originally allocated in the budget were estimates. Based on the engineering drawings, Mr. Beall is able to refine the estimated cost and the required amount will be well below the budgeted amount. The anticipated cost for the bridge replacement should fall below the $10,000 limit required to solicit formal bids. Mr. Beall anticipates that the replacement bridge will be in place by springtime. 

E.   BUDGET TRANSFER FOR VEHICLE MAINTENANCE EXPENSES  Second                  Reading

Motion: To approve the transfer of $15,000 from the Landfill line item to the Public Works Vehicle Maintenance line item.

Moved by: Mr. Lucas

Seconded by: Mr. DeSaussure  

Yea:  6



Nay:   0

Abstain: 0

9. NEW BUSINESS


A.
RECYCLING CONTRACT 

Motion: To approve a contract with World Recycling Company for a term of one year and suspend the normal bid process because of the lack of three available bidders.

Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Ms. Winton  

Yea:  6



Nay:   0

Abstain: 0

Mr. Beall spoke on the topic of the proposed recycling contract. Refer to Appendix 9A for his FY09 Recycling Costs memorandum. Mr. Beall explained that there are only two vendors available to handle recycling in Prince George’s County, not the three vendors required by the Town bid process for bids over $10,000 in contract value. The two vendors are World Recycling Company and Waste Management. 

B.
DONATION OF CLOCK TO UNIVERSITY PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Motion: To approve the declaration as surplus the presidential 4-dial, 15’7” pedestal, public display clock and donate said clock to University Park Elementary School.  

Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Mr. Lucas  

Yea:  6



Nay:   0

Abstain: 0

Mayor Tabori said he has to send a formal letter to the Board of Education declaring that the clock is surplus and that the clock will be placed at University Park Elementary School and maintained by the school system. Mayor Tabori noted that Mr. Dudinsky has coordinated with Mr. Vincent Curl, the Facilities head who represents the school board on this topic. After the vote by the University Park Town Council, the school board will undertake a similar approval process to formally accept the clock. 


C.
FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE FORM DISCUSSION-Councilmember Dudinsky

This item was not considered during the meeting.

10.   ADJOURNMENT at 10:00pm





Submitted by: ______________________






    
    John Rogard Tabori

              Mayor
APPENDIX 6: MAYOR’S REPORT BUDGET AND PENSION PLAN TIMELINE

February 2, 2009:  
Council Establishes Final Budget and Pension Plan Hearing Schedule

February 23, 2009:
Mayor and Town Hall Staff Presentation on Pension Plan and Tax Revenue Projections.  Projected Pension Plan Costs and Benefits to the Town will be presented.  Meeting will be held in the Multipurpose Room.  

March 2, 2009:
Council Discussion and Public Hearing on the Pension Plan.  Meeting will be held in the Multipurpose Room.

March 16, 2009.
2010 Town Budget Presentation by Mayor and Staff.  Meeting will be held in the Library unless otherwise advertised.

April 6, 2009.
            Council Hearing on the 2010 Town Budget.  Meeting will be held in the Library unless otherwise advertised.

April 20, 2009.
Council Discussion and Public Hearing on the Town Budget.  Final Revenue projections and additional information on the Pension Plan will be presented and available for discussion.  The Meeting will be held in the Multipurpose Room.

May 4, 2009.

Final Council Discussion and Action on the Pension Plan and Town Budget. Meeting will be held in the Library unless otherwise advertised.

May 18, 2009.

Hearing and Vote on the Tax Rate. Meeting will be held in the Library unless otherwise advertised.
ATTACHMENT 6A: REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES
Police Information

Crime Statistics (January 1st – 31st) 2009

Ward 1

Theft – Between January 1, 2009 10:00am and January 2, 2009 10:00am in the 4400 block of East West Hwy suspect/s stole a ten foot section of copper down spout from the southwest corner of the residence. Also, two sections of aluminum down spout, but discarded them at the edge of the driveway. No suspect/s was located. Investigation is on-going.

Theft - On January 4, 2009 between 3:30pm and 4:00pm in the 4400 block of Tuckerman St. the pastor advised that someone had entered the church and stole money from the collection bin and also a purse containing assorted credit cards that had been in the immediate area of the collection bin.  No suspect/s was located. The investigation is on-going.

 Ward 2 

Theft from Auto - Between January 21, 2009 at 7:00pm January 22, 2009 at 7:00am in the 6400 block of Queens Chapel Rd. suspect/s pried open the drivers side window of a 2001 Dodge, Caravan and stole approximately $3.00 in change. No suspect/s was located. The investigation is on-going. 
Ward 3 

Breaking & Entering -On January 5, 2009 at between 9:00am and 4:30pm in the 6600 block of Queens Chapel Rd. the home owner arrived home from work and upon opening the front door noticed the living area was in disarray and the television was missing. The UPPD was contacted and the home was searched for possible suspects.  After checking the home thoroughly it was determined to be safe. Further investigation revealed that suspect/s broke a rear basement door to gain entry into the home. The residence was ransacked and the only property determined to be stolen at this time was "Sony" flat panel television.   The UPPD dusted the scene for fingerprints, searched the area for suspect/s and witnesses and notified local jurisdictions of the incident. Investigation is on-going.

Ward 4 

Theft from Auto - On January 4, 2009 at 4:35am in the 4300 block of Underwood St. the University Park Police officer on duty noticed the front passenger side window of a 2008 Honda, Pilot had been shattered. The vehicle owner was notified and it was determined that a First Aid kit (resembling a briefcase) was the only item stolen.  No suspect/s was located. The investigation is on-going. 
 Ward 5 

Robber y- On January 23, 2009 at 1:10am in the 6900 block of Baltimore Ave. (in the alley known as the Mews) two University of Maryland male  students were walking home, southbound on Rt. 1 from College Park. A white SUV type vehicle approached and asked one of the victims if he had any weed. Two adult male suspects were in the vehicle and one of them pointed dark colored handgun at the victims and told them to "get in". One of the suspects entered the vehicle and the other ran away. The suspect demanded the victims’ property. The victim gave them his wallet and a cell phone, then exited the vehicle. The suspects left the area in an unknown direction.   The UPPD and other area jurisdictions responded and searched the area. Suspects were not located. Prince George’s County Police Robbery Suppression unit is conducting the follow-up investigation.
Theft from Auto - Between January 21, 2009 at 8:00am and January 22, 2009 at 7:00am in the 4300 block of Clagett Rd. suspect/s entered an unlocked 2007 Mini Cooper and stole a MP3 player. No suspect/s was located. The investigation is on-going. 
Ward 6

Theft from Auto - Between January 21, 2009 at 8:00am January 22, 2009 at 1:00pm in the 6700 block of 41st Ave. suspect/s forced open the drivers side window of a 1997 Dodge, Caravan and stole approximately $2.00 in change. No suspect/s was located. The investigation is on-going. 

Theft from Auto – On January 22, 2009 between 1:00am and 6:30am in the 4100 block of Underwood St. suspect/s forced open the drivers side window of a 1999 Honda, Civic and stole an aftermarket  JVC /am/fm DVD player and the center dash section containing the heater controls.. No suspect/s was located. The investigation is on-going. 

Recovered Stolen Auto – On January 18, 2009 at 5:45am in the 6700 block of 40th Ave.  a 1995 Honda, Accord was found to have struck the drivers side of a parked and unattended University Park Police vehicle. The owner of the Honda was contacted and advised that they were not aware the vehicle was missing from their Hyattsville address. The vehicle was returned to its owner and the Hyattsville City PD wrote a stolen auto report. No suspect/s was located. Investigation is on-going.
Ward 7

Recovered Stolen Auto – On January 12, 2009 at 1:10pm in the 3900 block of Van Buren St. 2004 Infiniti, Q35 was checked for a parking violation and found to have been reported stolen in Montgomery County on January 8, 2009. The ignition was not damaged and forced entry was not evident. Owner was notified. No suspect/s was located. Investigation is on-going.
Contact the UPPD with tips regarding crimes. All information will be kept confidential.

ATTACHMENT 9A: RECYCLING CONTRACT MEMORANDUM
MEMO

Date: January 22, 2009

To: Mayor Tabori

From: Mickey Beall

Re: FY09 Recycling Costs

There has been a substantial decline in the market for recycling materials.  As a result, recycling has transformed from a revenue stream to an expenditure beginning at the expiration of our contract on February 1st.  Although these unforeseen costs are still substantially lower than those incurred at the landfill they were not accounted for in the existing budget.  Actual recycling revenues through February are expected to equal budgeted revenues for the year.  The town will not experience a decline in budgeted revenues due to this market change.  Since expenditures for park bridges are expected to be well below budget this fiscal year, I am requesting a transfer of $8000 from the Park Bridge line item to the Recycling Cost line item.
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