UP Rental Committee 
Minutes of Meeting 1/5/09 
Attending: CM DeSaussure, Chairman, CM Lucas, CM Mallino, 

Ms. Meadows, Mr. Nickens, 
1. The need to more clearly define the term “rental property” was discussed.  CM DeSaussure will further research the differences and advantages of the definitions offered in UP Section 13-201 vs. those in PG County’s SUBTITLE 13. HOUSING AND PROPERTY STANDARDS.
2. Ms. Meadows will research the use of the Homestead Exemption on properties that are in part or wholly rented.  Mr. Nickens reported numerous properties with rental licenses listed as “Principal Residence” in the state tax records.  The committees will investigate the Town efforts to assure tax equity.
3. The need for a rental inspection form having a specific checklist of important safety items to affirmatively assure that all items have been checked prior to approval of a license was discussed.  Ms. Meadows and Mr. Nickens will meet with Inspector Martino to discuss and develop a checklist.  Any draft will be reviewed with the Committee, Mayor and Town Attorney before publication.
3. CM DeSaussure and Mr. Nickens will review the State Minimum Livability Standards against the Town housing code to indentify significance differences, if any, and to identify items critical to the above inspection checklist.

4. Assure that the Town Newsletter continues to emphasize that the exterior maintenance – specifically snow shoveling – is required and expected at rental houses as well as owner occupied houses.

5. The committee still plans to publish a pamphlet explaining the rental situation in UP.
