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MEETING OF

UNIVERSITY PARK MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL

UNIVERSITY PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

4315 UNDERWOOD STREET

7:30 P.M.

      November 3, 2008
      WORK SESSION

1.  CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Tabori at 7:30pm
Present:
Mr. Lucas, Mr. DeSaussure, Ms. Fischer, Ms. Mallino, Ms. McPherson (arrived during agenda item 5A), Ms. Winton

Excused: 
Mr. Dudinsky 

Absent:
None
2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Mr. DeSaussure
3.  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Mr. DeSaussure  

Yea:  5



Nay:   0

Abstain: 0 

4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
October 20, 2008 Meeting

Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Mr. DeSaussure  

Yea: 4 



Nay: 0  

Abstain: 1 (Ms. Winton)

5.  PERMIT APPLICATIONS

A. APPLICATION TO EXTEND DRIVEWAY 

(Chin, 6716 Baltimore Ave.) Ward 3
Ms. Chin addressed the Council and the Mayor to explain her permit application. Mayor Tabori described the background on the permit the County has approved. There is an ordinance in Prince George's County that does not permit driveways to be placed directly in front of houses. The County has granted Ms. Chin a permit to install the driveway extension based on the original plan of the home, instead of requiring the homeowner to go through the variance process. Chief Wynnyk noted that this permit request might be due to code enforcement to prevent people from parking on the grass; this property is currently a rental property. Ms. Chin said the property currently has five tenants. Ms. Mallino said that the property has additional concrete present in the existing driveway, which is not shown on the permit. She raised the question of whether or not some of the existing concrete on the property would need to be removed before the proposed addition to the driveway was constructed. Ms. Chin said that part of the difficulty with the current driveway is the presence of the trees located on University Park town property. The trees block the sightline onto Route 1 and make it dangerous for a driver to back out of the driveway onto Route 1.


Motion: To disapprove non-conforming extension of a 9’ X 45’ driveway on Lot 45, Block 15 at 6716 Baltimore Avenue. This was approved by the County for “ingress/egress only”. This means the new part of the driveway may only be used for entering and exiting the property. If vehicles are parked on the new extension, it becomes a County enforcement issue, and the owner can be fined.  

Moved by:
Ms. McPherson
Seconded by: Mr. Lucas  

Yea: 6 



Nay:  0 

Abstain: 0

After the vote to disapprove the motion, Mayor Tabori said that he would follow up with the County permit office on behalf of Ms. Chin. The Town will also look into providing a better line of sight by reviewing the location and extent of the trees on University Park property adjacent to Ms. Chin's property.

B.
APPLICATION TO CONSTRUCT A RETAINING WALL



(Berberoglu, 3900 Van Buren Street)  Ward 7

Mr. Berberoglu addressed the Council and the Mayor to provide information about his permit application. He will paint the cinderblocks once they are installed.


Motion: To approve the construction of a 2’-4’x 36’ concrete retaining wall on Lot 9, Block 47, Section 7 at 3900 Van Buren Street.  A Stop Work Order was issued on October 28, 2008 after it was noticed that the wall was being constructed and no permit had been obtained. The owner stopped work that day, got the County permit, and brought all necessary papers and fees to the Town Hall on October 29, 2008. 

Moved by: Mr. DeSaussure
Seconded by:  Ms. Mallino

Yea: 6 



Nay:  0 

Abstain: 0

6.  PUBLIC COMMENT

Mr. Myron Williams of 4410 Beechwood addressed the Council and the Mayor. Mr. Williams requested that the yellow curb line across from his driveway be extended, to enable him to safely enter and exit his driveway. Ms. Fischer addressed potential community concerns about extending the yellow line, which would have the effect of reducing the number of available parking spaces in an area where street parking is already at a premium. Mr. DeSaussure asked why the neighbor's driveway across from Mr. William's property could not be used for creating turn-around space for Mr. Williams to enter and exit his driveway. Mr. Williams said that while this was possible some of the time, his neighbor did park his own vehicles in his driveway, taking up the space that would otherwise be available for backing Mr. William's vehicles into. 

Mayor Tabori suggested that the existing curb be repainted and "No Parking" lettering be added. Chief Wynnyk noted that the homeowner presently parks his cars on the street in a way that effectively occupies two parking spaces. 

Mr. Lucas noted that flu shots will be available from 3pm to 7pm on Thursday, November 6. He related to the Council and the Mayor the concerns he heard voiced at the most recent Maryland Municipal League (MML) meeting over the concerns about outsourcing government functions to contractors. 

Mr. Winton asked that the Department of Public Works consider extending the leaf collection period. The trees have not dropped many leaves at this point.

7.  MAYOR’S REPORT/DEPARTMENT REPORTS – Mayor John Rogard Tabori

Mayor Tabori reported that he has been in contact with the Cafritz property representatives. The Cafritz owners are preparing a new public presentation on the development plans for the property on Route 1 across from University Park (across from Van Buren St). The number of residential units has been reduced from 2000 to 1000. 

Motion: To move into Executive Session to discuss negotiations with the Cafritz representatives. 

Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Ms. McPherson 

Yea: 6 (by roll call)


Nay: 0  

Abstain: 0


A.  REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES- Chief Michael Wynnyk

Refer to Attachment 7A to view the handout provided by Chief Wynnyk.

Chief Wynnyk reported that Halloween evening was uneventful. Ms. McPherson raised the concern that her son had a negative experience with a University Park police officer on Halloween evening. The officer ordered her son and his two friends, all residents of the town, to cease gathering on the street corner and to disperse. Ms. McPherson and Chief Wynnyk discussed their perspectives on freedom of assembly and why her children were singled out. Ms. McPherson said her concern was that this experience sends a negative message to her son about his rights as a citizen and resident of University Park. Mr. DeSaussure, Ms. Mallino, and Ms. Winton shared their thoughts about this situation. Chief Wynnyk offered to meet with Ms. McPherson and her son to better understand the son's views on what took place. 

Chief Wynnyk reported on the toilet papering and vandalism that took place in Wards 4, 5, 6, and 7 on October 30. There was a group of individuals, mostly University Park residents, mostly 9th and 10th graders, who carried out these activities. The Chief is meeting with the parents of the participants. 

Mr. DeSaussure raised concerns about people's constitutional rights being trampled or abridged, as evidenced by Ms. McPherson's son's experience on Halloween night. Mayor Tabori addressed the need for officers to be sensitive to the rights of citizens to assemble.

8.  CONSENT AGENDA (NO ITEMS)

9.   CONTINUING BUSINESS


A.
PARKING WAIVER FOR RENTAL PROPERTY

                        (Smith, 6912 Baltimore Avenue)  Ward 5


Motion: To approve the application for an on-street, six-month parking waiver for up to three vehicles at 6912 Baltimore Avenue.

Moved by: Ms. Fischer

Seconded by: Ms. McPherson 

Yea: 6 



Nay: 0  

Abstain: 0


B.  
BUDGET TRANSFER- CABLE CAPITAL EQUIPMENT  Second Reading


Motion: To approve/disapprove transfer of $1,600 from Cable Capital Equipment Reserved-Designated Funds to A/C 6305-03 Computer to purchase a new computer for the police department that will be linked to the I-Net system.

Moved by:



Seconded by:  

Yea:  



Nay:   


Abstain: 

No vote was taken on this motion


C.
PARKING WAIVER FOR RENTAL PROPERTY

                        (Gor, 3900 Underwood Street)  Ward 6


Motion: To approve the application for an on-street, six-month parking waiver for up to three vehicles at 3900 Underwood Street.  It was requested that it be investigated as to whether the property is still a valid rental and it has been confirmed to be a licensed rental. 

Moved by: Ms. Winton

Seconded by: Ms. Mallino 

Yea: 6 



Nay:  0

Abstain: 0

10. NEW BUSINESS


A.
PARKING WAIVER FOR RENTAL PROPERTY

                        (Speck, 6511 40th Avenue)  Ward 2


Motion: To approve/disapprove the application for an on-street, six-month parking waiver for up to two vehicles at 6511 40th Avenue.

Moved by: Mr. Lucas

Seconded by: Ms. Mallino 

Yea: 6 



Nay: 0  

Abstain: 0

After further discussion among the Council members, the decision was made to table this motion. Council members will discuss the situation further with the community and view the current parking situation on that street. 


Motion: To table the application for an on-street, six-month parking waiver for up to two vehicles at 6511 40th Avenue until the Council meeting on November 17, 2008.

Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Mr. DeSaussure 

Yea: 6 



Nay: 0  

Abstain: 0

 B.
 INVESTMENT STRATEGIES

Mayor Tabori discussed the memorandum on University Park Investment Issues. Mr. DeSaussure recommended tabling the proposal, until it could be considered by the Budget Committee. 

Ms. Mallino requested an updated list of approved [investment] brokers from the Town Treasurer. The state law and the Town charter require that this be provided to the Council. In response to Council member questions on why a broker would be used, Mayor Tabori noted that a broker is able to more quickly identify the highest interest rates; reduces the transaction costs of having to conduct the research by Council members, the Mayor, or the Town Treasurer; and has an awareness of the ratings of the institutions issuing the CDs. Ms. Mallino and Mr. DeSaussure discussed the details of how the proposal from Mayor Tabori should be analyzed and considered by Council. Ms. Mallino recommended that the proposal be considered through the Budget Committee.    

Motion: To approve/disapprove authorizing the Mayor and Treasurer to move $800,000 of reserve funds currently invested in the Maryland Local Government Investment Pool (MLGIP) and reinvest them in three, six, and twelve month CDs at four or more FDIC insured banks.  The amount invested in each bank shall not exceed $200,000.


Moved by:



Seconded by:  

Yea:  



Nay:   


Abstain: 

No vote was taken on this motion


C.
PARKING RESTRICTIONS IN WARD 5 – Discussion preliminary to the introduction of an ordinance.


No discussion was held on this topic.


D. 
INCREASE IN PARKING VIOLATION FINES – Discussion preliminary to the introduction of an ordinance.


No discussion was held on this topic.


E.
BUDGET COMMITTEE REPORT

        No discussion was held on this topic.

11.   ADJOURNMENT  (Please return tables and chairs to their original places as requested by the school. Thank you)





Submitted by: ______________________






    
    John Rogard Tabori

              Mayor

ATTACHMENT 7A: REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES

Police Information

Crime Statistics (October 1st  - 31st ) 2008

Ward 1

Theft from Auto – Between October 3, 2008 7:00pm and October 4, 2008 noon in the 4400 block of East West Highway suspect/s stole the rear tag from a 2006 Honda Civic.  No suspect/s was located. Investigation is on-going.

Assault- On October 7, 2008 at 7:25pm in the 6300 block of Baltimore Ave an adult male struck another adult male in the face with his hand. Both the suspect and the victim are residents of the same location. The victim did not want to press charges and was advised he could obtain a warrant. Situation was settled

Assault- On October 15, 2008 at 2:00pm in the 6300 block of East West Highway an adult female struck another adult female and pushed her down the stairs. Both the suspect and the victim are residents of the same location. The victim did obtain a warrant and the suspect was arrested without incident by the UPPD on October 16, 2008. Case Closed.

Breaking and Entering- On October 15, 2008 between 12:30pm and 6:30pm in the 4300 block of Sheridan St. residents arrived home from work to find the front door open. The UPPD responded and check the home. Suspect/s had entered the residence by breaking a side basement door. The interior of the residence had been ransacked but the only item taken was a small gold bracelet. The crime scene was processed for fingerprints. The home and immediate area was searched extensively, suspect/s was not located. Investigation is on-going.

Attempt Armed Robbery-  On October 31, 2008 at 10:10pm in the 4300 block of Tuckerman St. two adult males were talking on the sidewalk in front of their homes when a dark colored sedan approached and stopped a short distance from where they were standing. Two adult male suspects exited the vehicle and pointed dark colored handguns at the victims and demanded "everything you have". The victims replied that they did not have anything and the suspects returned to their vehicles and were last seen driving east on Tuckerman St.  No property was taken and the victims were not injured. The UPPD and other area jurisdictions searched the area. Possible suspects were arrested for a similar incident in Chillum on same night. Investigation is on-going.
Theft from Auto – Between October 17, 2008 8:30pm and October 18, 2008 10:00pm in the 4200 block of Tuckerman St. suspect/s entered an unlocked 2005 Toyota, Highlander and stole a Garmin GPS unit and a Apple I-Pod. No suspect/s was located. Investigation is on-going.

Ward 2

Ward 3

Theft from Auto – Between October 6, 2008 10:45pm and October 7, 2008 6:15pm in the 6700 block of 44th Ave. suspect/s entered an unlocked 2002 Chrysler mini-van and stole a Tom Tom GPS unit that was attached to the windshield. No suspect/s was located. Investigation is on-going.

Theft from Auto – Between October 17, 2008 7:30pm and October 18, 2008 10:00pm in the 6600 block of 44th Ave. suspect/s entered an unlocked 2008 Subaru, Outback and stole a MP3 player and a backpack. No suspect/s was located. Investigation is on-going.

Ward 4

Theft from Auto – Between October 17, 2008 6:00pm and October 18, 2008 9:00am in the 4300 block of Underwood St. suspect/s entered an unlocked 1999 Honda Van and stole a Sony Digital Camera, a credit card and some cash. No suspect/s was located. Investigation is on-going.

Ward 5

Theft from Auto – on October 7, 2008 at 10:00’am in the 4300 block of Clagett Rd.  suspect/s entered an unlocked 1999 Lexus Truck and stole a small black change purse containing a drivers license and some medication. No suspect/s was located. Investigation is on-going.

Ward 6

Theft – On October 6, 2008 at 8:00pm in the 3900 block of Underwood St. suspect/s stole a Huffy bicycle from the rear yard of the residence. The area was checked with negative results. 
Breaking and Entering- On October 19, 2008 the homeowner reported that between October 5, 2008 and October 8, 2008 in the 6800 block of 40th Ave. suspect/s had entered the residence and stolen jewelry and tools. There were no signs of forced entry. The home had recently been purchased and the locks had not been changed. A list of people that could have had keys was provided. No suspect/s was located.

Investigation is on-going.

Stolen Auto- On October 15, 2008 at midnight in the 4100 block of College Heights Dr. suspect/s stole a 2000 Dodge, Stratus. The vehicle was recovered by the Prince George’s County PD. in the 1800 block of Metzerott Rd. after having been discovered burning. The vehicle was recovered prior to being reported stolen. No suspect/s was located. Investigation is on-going.

Theft – On October 26, 2008 between 3:00am and 12:00pm in the 6700 block of 41st Ave. suspect/s stole a Next-Power men’s bicycle from the rear yard of the residence. The area was checked with negative results. 

Ward 7

Contact the UPPD with tips regarding crimes. All information will be kept confidential
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