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MEETING OF

UNIVERSITY PARK MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL

UNIVERSITY PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

4315 UNDERWOOD STREET

7:30 P.M.

      October 6, 2008
      WORK SESSION

1.  CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Tabori at 7:30pm
Present:
Mr. Lucas, Ms. McPherson, Mr. DeSaussure, Mr. Dudinsky, Ms. Winton, Ms. Fischer (has to leave the meeting after item 7A)

Excused: 
Ms. Mallino 

Absent:
None

2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Ms. Winton
3.  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA



Moved by: Ms. Fischer 

Seconded by:  Mr. DeSaussure


Yea:  6



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0
4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
September 15, 2008 Meeting



Moved by: Mr. Lucas 

Seconded by:  Mr. DeSaussure


Yea:  4


Nay:  0  

Abstain: 2 (Fischer, Winton)
5.  PERMIT APPLICATIONS

A. APPLICATION TO INSTALL SHED

(Zeng, 6905 40th Avenue) Ward 7

Motion: To approve the installation of a 12’x10’ shed on Lot 3, Block 37, Section 7 at 6905 40th Avenue, with the stipulation that the details of the materials and true dimensions will be provided to Town Hall for review prior to actual construction.
Moved by: Mr. DeSaussure

Seconded by:  Ms. Winton
Yea:  6



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0
6.  PUBLIC COMMENT

Mr. Williams of 4410 Beechwood Road requested that the Town paint the curbing across from his driveway, in order for him to be able to get his car into and out of his driveway. There had previously been a yellow line painted on the curb. Neighbors are parking very close to the entrance across from his home. The council and Chief Wynnyk discussed the placement of no parking signage and curb painting. The challenge is that the property on the other side of the street has moved its driveway to a new location, creating an alignment problem.  

Mr. Heitkemper of Woodberry Street requested road closures for Halloween Night of one to two hours. There was a discussion of the possibilities among the council members and Chief Wynnyk on which roads to close along Woodberry, Van Buren, and Underwood. Mr. Dudinsky raised the concern that streets without sidewalks are more likely to be dangerous to children. He offered to work with Chief Wynnyk to identify these streets. Ms. McPherson noted that the traffic would be redirected, and the consequences of that redirection would have to be considered. 

Ms. Fischer raised a point about painted crosswalks. Ms. McPherson said Ms. Sue Wagner asked Ms. McPherson to voice an opinion on her behalf. Ms. Fischer read a note from Ms. Leonardi, who was not able to attend this evening’s meeting. Ms. Leonardi asked that a white stripe be painted down Queens Chapel Road at Clagett going westbound, as numerous cars go the wrong way down that portion of the road. Mr. DeSaussure raised a question from the meeting minutes, concerning the details of curb cuts and crosswalk painting. Mr. Beall clarified his point. If the eastern side (uphill) of the intersection were painted with a crosswalk, then a curb cut would have to be installed. Mr. Dudinsky asked why the Underwood Street/Queens Chapel Road crosswalks weren’t painted yet. Mr. DeSaussure said he would request a clarification from Town Attorney Ms. Ferguson, on why Ms. Ferguson thinks curb cuts would not be required, versus why the traffic engineers Mr. Beall has spoken with think curb cuts would be required. 

Mr. Dudinsky asked Mr. Beall for his timeline for painting the Underwood Street/Queens Chapel Road crosswalks. Mr. Beall said he originally assessed that Public Works Department personnel could perform this work. On further review, due to the complexity of the intersection, Mr. Beall decided the intersection should be professionally painted. Mr. Beall has sought quotes for performing this work. Mr. Dudinsky questioned why the Public Works Department was unable to carry out the painting themselves. Ms. McPherson noted her appreciation for Mr. Beall’s interest in ensuring that the work was done in a professional, aesthetically appropriate manner. The prices quoted range from $700 to $1600. Mr. Dudinsky expressed his concern that this would not be done until spring. Ms. Winton pointed out that if this was just passed at the most recent Council, the Public Works Department needed time to plan and carry out the project. Mr. Dudinsky expressed the strong opinion that street painting should be carried out by the Public Works Department without becoming a bureaucratic debacle. Ms. McPherson expressed her appreciation for Mr. Beall’s meticulous approach. 

Ms. Fischer and Mayor Tabori revisited Ms. Leonardi’s request for a painted line. Mayor Tabori said he understood what Ms. Leonardi was requesting – a stop line. 

Mr. Beall returned to the point of how and who to carry out the crosswalk painting. A crew of four Public Works Department staff, spending a day on crosswalk painting, would cost $640 plus materials. One of the quotes received was $600 total, including four laborers and materials. 

Mr. Beall asked if Council would also consider painting a white stripe at Pineway at US Route 1. Council asked if there would be a request to transfer money from unreserved funds to cover this request. Mayor Tabori said no, no request would be necessary.  
7.  MAYOR’S REPORT/DEPARTMENT REPORTS – Mayor John Rogard Tabori

Mayor Tabori reported on the meeting with the State Highway Administration last week on the work proposed at Adelphi and 410. The work being conducted at US Route 1 and East-West Highway was also discussed – a town resident had noted the work was not being performed to standards. The SHA is considering funding the repair and replacement of the sidewalk along US Route 1 from East-West Highway to Town Hall. This work may take a year or two to obtain funding. Mayor Tabori will send a letter to District Engineer Mr. Mobley to formally request this repair. There is also a discussion about improving the sidewalk along East-West Highway from US Route 1 to Adelphi Road.   

Mayor Tabori spoke to Delegate Eric Olson on a number of issues. Delegate Olson is working on an upgrade to the crosswalk at Toledo to the Public Library, including resetting the crossing timing and the physical construction of the crosswalk. Mayor Tabori said it was his understanding that Delegate Olson was trying to arrange a meeting with the affected municipality mayors and with the Cafritz developers. It seems that the developers are moving forward with their project. Mr. Dudinsky asked if the Cafritz property was still included in the Sector Plan change. Mayor Tabori said it has been publicly announced that the Sector Plan will not be extended south of the City of College Park. Mayor Tabori noted that the important point about the Cafritz property was that the project is self-funding; it does not depend on bank financing. 

The University Town Center development is running behind projections. Mayor Tabori understands that the plans to build the Safeway have been put on hold. 

A.  REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES- Chief Michael Wynnyk

Refer to Attachment 7A to view the handout provided by Chief Wynnyk.

Chief Wynnyk reviewed the report on police department activities. The police department continues to work on resolving the vandalism issue. The Department is now fully staffed; the most recently-hired officer is completing final training. Chief Wynnyk is planning to use some of the cable money for two replacement computers in the Department that will be connected to the I-net. Mr. Dudinsky and Chief Wynnyk discussed citations and house checks. Chief Wynnyk pointed out that crimestats.com is a good source of information about crimes in the surrounding communities. 

            B.  REPORT ON THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS – Mickey Beall, Director 


Refer to Attachment 7B to view the handout provided by Mr. Beall.

Mr. Beall said that the Public Works Department has taken over all recycling collection duties. In November, when the single-stream recycling carts are received, the carts will be distributed to residents and the blue and yellow bins will be collected. Mr. DeSaussure and Ms. Winton asked for a clarification on what the additional $5000 for single-stream recycling was needed for. Mr. Beall said in light of guidance and questions from Council, the single-stream recycling implementation was delayed from a planned start date of July 1. The FY09 budget planned on canceling the monthly fee for Sharps Inc to carry out recyclable collection. Since the implementation was delayed, additional monies are required to pay Sharps for July, August, and September. Canceling the Sharps contract allows the Town to save approximately $1,200 for the month of October. The purchase of the 65-gallon recycling carts was also delayed. The cost of the carts has risen $6 per cart between July 1 and now.    

 Mr. Dudinsky asked if the $5,000 was in addition to the $6,000 requested. Mr. Beall said the $6,000 was already built into the budget. The carts cost $48.85 each. The Council discussed the replacement cost of public works vehicles, focusing on the cost of packer body trucks, and the cost of the cart lift devices on the back of the packer truck. The planned 2006 replacement of one packer body was deferred due to the July 4 2006 microburst event. In response to Ms. McPherson’s question, Mr. Beall said the cost of the delay was $1,189.50 per month for three months. Mr. Beall said the only current unbudgeted, uncovered expense is $3600. Mr. Beall described the new trash and recycling schedule for the Town. 

Mr. Beall said the Town Attorney is in negotiation for the contract to obtain a vehicle maintenance bay. This location could also be used for storage for overflow trash carts and some machinery (leaf machines, trailer) and possibly two vehicles. The vehicle storage facility is currently month-to-month at Shankle Body. Mr. Dudinsky and Mr. Beall discussed the inventory of vehicles used by the Public Works Department. Vehicles are stored variously at Shankle Body and Hyattsville Nursery. Shankle Body is used for the mechanics bay and storage of tools – forklift, box truck doors, snow plows, and other miscellaneous parts.  

The leaf collection schedule will be posted to the web site shortly. 

8.   CONTINUING BUSINESS


A.
BUDGET TRANSFER- RECYCLING   Second  Reading     (October 20, 2008)     

            Motion: To approve/disapprove the transfer of up to $5,000 from unreserved funds to public works- recycling W5 to meet additional expenses associated in the delay in implementing single stream recycling.

Moved by: 



Seconded by:  

Yea:  



Nay:    

Abstain: 

B. RESOLUTION 08-04 – UP/MML GEOCACHING SITE  

(In order to be included on the MML Geocache Trail, MML must receive the signed resolution before October 30, 2008.)


Motion: To approve/disapprove Resolution 08-04 – Maryland Municipal League Geocache Trail Resolution to establish a geocache site in University Park.

Moved by: 



Seconded by:  

Yea:  



Nay:    

Abstain: 

The geocaching site proposal fails for lack of a motion.  

9. NEW BUSINESS


A.
ADELPHI ROAD/410 SHA: MOTION TO SUPPORT PLAN


Motion: To approve the SHA plan to modify and upgrade the intersection at Adelphi and 410 by widening 410 and creating a right hand turn lane onto Adelphi Road going north and creating a left hand turn lane going south and improving pedestrian crossings at all four crossings.

Moved by: Mr. DeSaussure

Seconded by:  Ms. Winton
Yea:  5



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 1 (Dudinsky)


B.
PARKING WAIVER FOR RENTAL PROPERTY

                        (Gor, 3900 Underwood Street)  Ward 6


Motion: To approve/disapprove the application for an on-street, six-month parking waiver for up to three vehicles at 3900 Underwood Street.

Moved by: 



Seconded by:  

Yea:  



Nay:    

Abstain: 
Ms. Winton introduced the measure. There is a question on whether or not the property has been sold and changed ownership. Council members agreed to table this motion until there is clarification on whether or not the home still holds a valid rental license.   

     
 C.
 A-76
DISCUSSION – Councilmember Dudinsky

Ms. Winton asked for clarification on what this topic involved. Mr. Dudinsky described this as a federal mandate to review if the government is doing things that should be handled by commercial businesses.  Mr. Dudinsky requested that the item be placed on the agenda of the next Council Meeting.
10.   ADJOURNMENT  (Please return tables and chairs to their original places as requested by the school. Thank you)





Submitted by: ______________________






    
    John Rogard Tabori

              Mayor
ATTACHMENT 7A: REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES

Police Information

Crime Statistics (September 1st – 30th) 2008

Ward 1

Ward 2

Ward 3

Theft – On September 3, 2008 at 3:00pm in the 4400 block of Wells Parkway a male teenager was observed stealing a 20” boys mountain bike. The resident pursued the suspect and recovered the bike abandoned at the end of the block near Baltimore Ave. The area was checked for the suspect with negative results. 
Vandalism to Auto- Between September 13, 2008 8:00pm and September 14, 2008 10:00am in the 6600 block of 44th Ave. suspect/s damaged the front drivers side tire of a 2008 Subaru had been punctured. No suspect/s was located. Investigation is on-going

Ward 4

Vandalism – Between September 12, 2008 8:00pm and September 13, 2008 9:00am in the 4300 block of Woodberry St. suspect/s broke the front door glass of the residence.  No suspect/s was located

Ward 5

Theft – Between September 1, 2008 3:00pm and September 2, 2008 7:00pm in the 4300 block of Clagett-Pineway Rd entered an unlocked garage and stole a 1996 Yamaha moped. No suspect/s was located. Investigation is on-going.
Ward 6

Theft from Auto – Between September 26, 2008 10:00pm and September 27, 2008 7:15am in the 4000 block of Underwood St. suspect/s entered an unlocked 1991 Honda, Accord and stole the registration card for the vehicle and also removed the vehicle registration sticker from the rear license plate. No suspect/s was located. Investigation is on-going.

Vandalism to Auto- On September 28, 2008 between midnight and 5:15am 6900 block of 40th Ave. suspect/s damaged the drivers side window frame and the passenger side door lock of a 1994 Mazda 626. No suspect/s was located. Investigation is on-going.

Ward 7

Contact the UPPD with tips regarding crimes. All information will be kept confidential
ATTACHMENT 7B.  REPORT ON THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
Town of University Park

Public Works Report

October 6, 2008

1. Crosswalks—Installation of the crosswalks at Queens Chapel Rd. and Underwood St. is being actively pursued.  Once a contractor has been selected, the work will be completed as soon as it can be worked into the schedule.

2. Single Stream Recycling—As of October 1st, the third party recycling contract was eliminated and the DPW began to collect all recycling materials.  Beginning in early November, single stream recycling will be phased into the community as quickly as the new carts can be distributed through town.  Residents will receive a new recycling cart along with literature about acceptable and unacceptable materials.

3. Curbside Leaf Collection—The leaf collection schedule has been posted to the website.  The DPW is hoping this will help to schedule their yard work in anticipation of collection in their area and reduce the amount of time leaf piles are curbside.

4. Tot Lot—The Tot Lot has undergone some maintenance.  A stump inside the play area and another across the path were ground out and all 4 swings were replaced.  The mulch will be freshened up where needed shortly.
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