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MEETING OF

UNIVERSITY PARK MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL

UNIVERSITY PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

4315 UNDERWOOD STREET

7:30 P.M.

September 8, 2008
                               WORK SESSION

1.  CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Tabori

Present:
Ms. Mallino, Mr. Lucas, Ms. McPherson, Ms. Winton, Mr. DeSaussure, Ms. Fischer, Mr. Dudinsky

Excused: 
None

Absent:
None

2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was lead by Mr. Lucas

3.  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

Mayor Tabori noted a wording change to agenda item 5A that was not in the copy of the agenda distributed to Council members over the weekend.



Moved by:  Ms. Mallino

Seconded by:  Ms. Winton


Yea:  7



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0

4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
August 18, 2008 Meeting

Ms. Mallino noted the correct spelling of Ms. Peret’s name in agenda item 10C.



Moved by:  Ms. Mallino

Seconded by:  Mr. DeSaussure


Yea:  7



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0

5.  PERMIT APPLICATIONS


A.
APPLICATION TO INSTALL FRENCH DRAIN UNDER TOWN                            SIDEWALK  (Wachs/Ainsworth, 4004 College Heights Drive)  Ward 6

The property owners were not present for the meeting. Ms. Winton, Mr. Dudinsky, and Mayor Tabori discussed the application. Ms. Mallino provided background on the permit application; Ms. Mallino’s understanding was that the homeowners did plan to cut an outlet for the drain into the curb, to allow water to flow to the street. 


Motion:  To approve the installation of a French drain under the Town sidewalk on Lot 25, Block 38, Section 7 at 4004 College Heights Drive. The homeowner will restore the sidewalk and curb to its original condition after the drain is installed and the Town Engineer will inspect the work after completion.

Moved by:  Ms. Winton

Seconded by:  Mr. DeSaussure
Yea:  7



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0
6.  MAYOR’S REPORT – Mayor John Rogard Tabori

Mayor Tabori said that Town Hall had received a call from Prince George’s County Delegate Eric Olson’s office. Mr. Olson would like to walk through Town and hear resident’s concerns on either Saturday, November 8 or Saturday, November 15 from 10am to noon. Last year, Mr. Olson started his walking tour at University Park Elementary School. Mayor Tabori was not present for last year’s walking tour. Mr. DeSaussure asked how residents would be notified about the visit. Mayor Tabori said Mr. Olson plans a mailing to the community. After discussion, the Mayor and Council agreed November 15 would be a better date for the visit, as that allows for time for including the date in the community newsletter. The information will also be placed on the Town web site. 

Mr. Lucas said he has contacted Ms. Watson, a consumer affairs representative, to address concerns about the burned-out lighting in Town. Mr. DeSaussure asked for clarification on the statement in the Town charter that it is the Town’s responsibility to provide lighting. Ms. Mallino, Mayor Tabori, Mr. Lucas, and Mr. Beall provided an explanation of the complicated relationship between Pepco, the Public Service Commission, the local municipalities, and current legislation passed by the State of Maryland. 

Mayor Tabori and Mr. Beall said they would request a quote from Pepco on the cost to purchase the town’s lights from Pepco. Mr. Dudinsky asked that Town Hall start a “lighting project file” to keep the records related to the Town’s lights in one place. 

Mayor Tabori said that Town Hall had received a response letter from the Parks & Planning Commission concerning the letter the Town of University Park submitted on the US Route 1 Sector plan. Mayor Tabori has been in contact with Delegate Eric Olson’s office. Mayor Tabori noted that the City of College Park is not in favor of extending the sector plan south from the College Park city limits. 

Mr. Dudinsky noted that Mayor Tabori has started a blog on the Town of University Park’s web site, www.upmd.org   Mr. Dudinsky said he has started a blog for Ward 4.  Mr. Dudinsky suggested that the Town hold a contest for young residents to take updated photos of places of interest around town, to update the photos currently on the web site. 

Ms. Mallino raised the point that the University Park Google group has organized a fall yard sale. She asked if the group had coordinated with the Town and arranged for Police and Public Works department support. She suggested that the group designate a contact person to coordinate with Town Hall. Ms. Fischer raised the concern of how to include or strengthen the connection between the topics raised on the Google discussion group and the Council and Town Hall. 

7.  PUBLIC COMMENT


A town resident asked how the police duty cell phone was used. He related his recent experience when he saw a neighbor’s door wide open, and tried to call to the cell phone number but was routed through the phone system to voice mail. Sgt. McCulley said that the phone call is transferred from the station to the duty office. The duty officer is required to check the cell phone for voice mail and missed messages twice in his 12 hour shift. The Chief and Sgt. McCulley keep statistics and track of how often the phone is checked. The resident, Sgt. McCulley, and the Council members discussed how to improve the responsiveness and perceived usefulness of the duty cell phone.    
8.   CONSENT AGENDA

Motion:  To approve the following consent agenda.

Moved by:  Mr. Lucas

Seconded by:  Ms. Mallino
Yea:  7



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0


A.
APPLICATION TO REPLACE RETAINING WALL

                        (Religious of Jesus and Mary, 6709 41st Avenue)  Ward 6

9.   CONTINUING BUSINESS

A. FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT FEE SCHEDULE

Mayor Tabori provided background around the justification for the fees, including the distinction between public and commercial interests. Mr. Dudinsky asked that the wording in the third line in the resolution be changed from “search” to “retrieval”. Mr. DeSaussure asked why the vote was on the resolution, separate from the procedures document that tells the Town Hall staff what to do in response to a Public Information Act request. Mr. DeSaussure objected to approving the fee schedule without a formal definition of what constitutes public records.      
Motion: To approve/disapprove setting a fee schedule for payment of FOIA requests.
Moved by:  


Seconded by:  

Yea:  



Nay:    

Abstain: 

The motion was withdrawn. To be discussed September 15, 2008.


B.  
TOWN RETENTION SCHEDULE

Mr. DeSaussure asked Mayor Tabori for more information on how the retention schedule would be implemented. The retention schedule as presented is a list of items and retention durations. Mr. Dudinsky noted that retention schedules take the form of a list of items and dates. Collateral information around how to implement the schedule, and the definitions of each item on the list, is a separate document. Mayor Tabori said the Town Attorney has reviewed the proposed retention schedule, and that the State of Maryland would also review the proposed schedule. Mr. Dudinsky raised the point that the schedule should be annotated to say “Closed” purchase orders should be retained for 4 years.     
10.  NEW BUSINESS


A.  
PARKING WAIVER FOR RENTAL PROPERTY

                        (Hosseini, 6704 40th Avenue)  Ward 6

Motion:  To approve the application to renew the parking waiver for up to 5 vehicles for six months at 6704 40th Avenue.

Moved by: Ms. Winton

Seconded by:  Mr. Lucas
Yea:  7



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0

B.
PARKING WAIVER FOR RENTAL PROPERTY 

                        (Reid, 6713 Queens Chapel Road)  Ward 3


Motion:  To approve on-street parking waiver for up to three vehicles for six months at 6713 Queens Chapel Road.

Moved by: Ms. McPherson
Seconded by:  Ms. Mallino
Yea:  7



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0


C.
CURB PAINTING

This agenda item was not addressed in the meeting.

D.
CROSSWALKS

Mr. Dudinsky proposed adding crosswalks to the intersections of Underwood at Queens Chapel Road, crossing Queens Chapel Road to UPES, across Underwood, and from Riverdale Presbyterian Church to the path through the Town park. Ms. Winton asked what the cost of installing crosswalks would be. Mr. Beall replied that the installation was fairly inexpensive, and could be accomplished through painting or by applying heat tape. Mr. Beall said he is still gathering information. The one cost driver would be if curb cuts for wheelchair access are required on all four corners of the intersection, not just on either end of the crosswalk. A curb cut would not be required where a sidewalk is not present. A curb cut may cost on the order of $5,000 per curb cut.       
11. REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES- Chief Michael Wynnyk

This agenda item was not addressed in the meeting.
12.  REPORT ON THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS – Mickey Beall, Director 

This agenda item was not addressed in the meeting.
13.   ADJOURNMENT at 10:00 p.m.





Submitted by: ______________________






    
    John Rogard Tabori

              Mayor
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