University Park Tree Committee meeting

August 18, 2008, 6pm to 7:30pm; University Park Elementary School 

Attendees: Jenny Glenn, Jim, Hughes, Mickey Beall (Director, Public Works Department),, and Margaret Mallino (representative to Town Council)

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, September 8, 6pm, University Park Elementary School (before the University Park Town Council meeting). 

A Brief History of the Tree Committee

Margaret Mallino and Jenny Glenn shared their knowledge of the history of the tree committee with Jim Hughes. Mickey Beall explained that Maryland municipalities must have a licensed arborist or certified roadside tree specialist approve any street tree trimming or removal. 

4101 Tennyson Road
The committee discussed the three Bradford Pear trees at 4101 Tennyson Rd. One of the trees recently dropped a limb that damaged the homeowner’s car. Mr. Beall said that Mayor Tabori, Arborist John Ana, Mr. Mickey Lucas, and himself had gone to the property to view the trees. In the immediate term, Adirondack Tree Service has removed the major branch that was at risk of hitting the home. At Mr. Ana’s recommendation, the three trees will be reduced in size by approximately one third in November, when the trees are dormant. This is a compromise to reduce risk while preserving the aesthetics of the trees along that portion of the street. At a later date, as street tree removals and replantings are carried out, the pears would be a candidate for complete removal.

6507 41st Ave

The homeowner requested that six to eight feet of pine tree branches hanging over the street be removed, as the branches are dripping sap on his car. The homeowner felt this was a hazard as the sap obscures his windshield, and due to his two small children he wants to park his car immediately in front of his home. 

The committee considered the matter carefully. The problem of the sap would remain an issue unless all branches above the homeowner’s car were removed, to the full height of the tree. Removing these branches would risk damage to hardiness of the tree, as a number of branches that were blocking the roadway and sidewalk were recently pruned. The committee recommended that the limbs be left as is, without further pruning.   

4311 Sheridan Street

A street tree has been removed without anyone contacting the Town and requesting permission. A two to three foot stump remains, which creates a street hazard. The committee agreed that Mr. Beall will send the residents a letter information them that they should be aware of the law regarding street trees - All street trees in municipal right-of-ways belong to the State of Maryland and require an inspection by a certified arborist before removal.  The Town will be removing the stumps close to ground level to avoid any potential hazard they may pose, but we will not grind the stump.  If the residents request further removal of the stump (grinding) they will be liable for the cost.

2008 Fall Street Tree Planting

The committee discussed the locations of street tree removals that are now candidates for replacement plantings. Mr. Beall has done an admirable job of tracking on a map of the Town locations of the tree removals that have taken place since he became Public Works Director. This information is the very beginning of a comprehensive inventory of information about the Town’s tree assets. 

The committee agreed that up to 20 locations would be identified as fall planting locations. The committee discussed how other municipalities manage the process of renewing their urban forest. 

