University Park Tree Committee meeting

July 21 7pm to 7:30pm

Attendees: Jenny Glenn, Mickey Beall (Director, Public Works Department), and Margaret Mallino (representative to Town Council)

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, August 18 2008 at 6pm at University Park Elementary School (before the Town Council meeting). 

“Wells Gateway” plantings

The College Heights Estates Association (CHEA) has proposed planting and mulching the area adjacent to the Wells Parkway entrance to the community (from Adelphi Road). By way of reference, the home adjacent to the public property is 7110 Wells Parkway. CHEA has proposed obtaining plant materials such as crape myrtles and daffodils to plant in the area. Jenny Glenn raised the concern that once the crape myrtles grow into adult size, they may obstruct the sight lines for drivers turning from Adelphi Road onto Wells Parkway, as well as drivers trying to exit from Wells Parkway onto Adelphi Road northbound. 

Managing the hazards of dead trees on private property

The committee discussed concerns about dead trees on private property. Due to the unfortunate combination of mature trees, last year’s gypsy moth infestation, and the prolonged drought, increasing numbers of large trees are dying in the community. The Town does have recourse to address the hazards that these trees pose to people, homes, and power lines. 

The committee agreed to the formulate the following process for addressing dead trees in the community:

· A resident with concerns about a dead tree will notify Mr. Beall, Director, Public Works Department, for the Town of University Park

· Mr. Beall will contact the Town Arborist to inspect the tree

· The Town Arborist will provide a report to the Town and to the homeowner

· Mr. Beall will notify Ms. Paula Martino for code enforcement action as necessary

New Business

Ms. Mallino said Mayor Tabori has requested that the Tree Committee develop a five year plan for addressing tree needs in the community. The plan would be presented to Town Council for approval.

