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MEETING OF

UNIVERSITY PARK MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL

UNIVERSITY PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

4315 UNDERWOOD STREET

7:30 P.M.

      July 21, 2008
      REGULAR SESSION

1.  CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Tabori at 7:30pm
Present:
Ms. Mallino, Mr. Lucas, Ms. McPherson, Ms. Winton, Mr. DeSaussure

Excused: 
Ms. Fischer, Mr. Dudinsky

Absent:
None

2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Ms. McPherson
3.  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA



Moved by:  Ms. Winton

Seconded by:  Mr. DeSaussure


Yea:  5



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0

4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
July 7, 2008 Meeting



Moved by:  Ms. Mallino

Seconded by:  Mr. DeSaussure


Yea:  5



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0

5.  PERMIT APPLICATIONS


A.
APPLICATION TO CONSTRUCT A SCREEN PORCH

                        (Schneider, 6804 Wells Parkway)  Ward 6

Mr. Schneider addressed the Council and the Mayor to describe his permit application. The roof and posts of the porch will be wood, with a screen enclosure. He was not certain of the material that would be used for the door. He said the door would most likely have metal framing with a screen. Mr. Schneider asked that the permit be mailed to his home. 


Motion:  To approve the construction of a 12’x 16’ screen porch on Lot 18, Block 35, Section at 6804 Wells Parkway.

Moved by:  Ms. Winton

Seconded by:  Mr. DeSaussure
Yea:  5



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0


B.
APPLICATION TO REPLACE STOOP AND WALKWAY

                        (Keegan, 4319 Clagett Pineway)  Ward 5

Mr. Keegan addressed the Council and the Mayor to describe his permit application. The home is an older house with flagstone walkways and four stoops. In addition to tuck pointing the stones, one stoop needed to be relocated due to tree root displacement. Mayor Tabori spoke to what the Town’s concern is - namely, that work was not done under a permit and the walkway was extended approximately seven feet into the Town’s right-of-way. The Mayor requested last week that the contractor stop work until a permit was obtained. This past Monday it was clear that the contractor had continued construction work, at which time the Town issued the stop work order. Mayor Tabori requested that the homeowner provide certification by an engineer that the stoops carry a proper footer. The work had been substantially completed before a permit was issued, preventing the Town Engineer from conducting an inspection of the footers. 

Town Attorney Ms. Ferguson said that the Town retains the right to do gutter work as necessary and the Town’s rights to right-of-way are retained. The homeowner does have the right to access to the street. 


Motion:  To approve the replacement of a stoop and a walkway on Lots 36 - 39, Block E, at 4319 Clagett Pineway, with certification that the appropriate footers were installed. There was a stop work order issued on July 8, 2008 for construction without a permit. Resident did cease work, pay the $100 administrative fee, and come into compliance with the Town requirements.  


Moved by:  Ms. Mallino

Seconded by:  Mr. Lucas
Yea:  5



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0

6.  PRESENTATION OF THE CENTRAL US 1 CORRIDOR SECTOR PLAN AND SECTIONAL MAP AMENDMENT – Chad Williams, MNPPC

Mr. Chad Williams, the Area Planner for the Maryland National Parks and Planning Commission (MNPPC), spoke to the Council, the Mayor, and the assembled residents on the proposed US 1 Sectional Map amendment. His phone number is 301-952-3171 and his email address is chad.williams@ppd.mncppc.org

Mr. Williams stated that the boundaries for the sectional map amendment are not set. The proposed amendment is in response to development pressure along the US Route 1 corridor. Mr. Williams provided a PowerPoint presentation on the project. The timeline for the amendment is:  

· Formal initiation expected in October

· Charrette in mid-November or January

· Preliminary (draft) plan available in summer of 2009

· Final approval expected in the spring of 2010

Mr. Williams said the final approval of the plan is through the District Council (Prince George’s County). A University Park resident asked Mr. Williams what the motivation was to include the first row of University Park properties bordering US Route 1 in the proposed amendment. Mr. Williams noted that the current master plan was developed in 1989. There is significant development pressure all along the Route 1 Corridor. He cited examples of University View and Jefferson Square as new properties in development. 

A University Park resident stated that for 75 years the Town of University Park has strongly resisted changes to the nature of the community. Why was University Park included in a sector plan that will potentially add commercial zoning to the town? Mr. Williams said the sector plan change does not necessarily cause changes to the zoning. Inclusion in the plan can bring other amenities like pedestrian lighting, funding for sidewalks, and other things of that nature. 

University Park resident Ms. Warren said that in terms of traffic management, if the sector plan change does not include zoning, she would like to hear more about the MNCCP’s plans. She asked what the process for more community inclusion and dialog would be, in refining the sector plan amendment. A University Park resident said that the Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA) has designated US Route 1 as a failed road that is beyond its carrying capacity. What possible good can come from looking into this plan further, as this proposal will bring more traffic to US Route 1? Mr. Williams said there are always advantages to looking at innovative strategies. One possibility is to look at ways that transit accessibility could be increased. 

A University Park resident said if the lower portion of the sector plan is equal to the upper portion of the sector plan, then the entire area becomes a commercial strip. Ms. Warren said that the EYA developers in Hyattsville need to be included in this discussion and analysis. Letting College Park drive the sector plan process leave out participants in the traffic issues from Eastern Avenue to I-495. Mr. Lucas raised the concern about the congestion and constriction points crossing over the railroad tracks at Paint Branch Parkway and Kenilworth Avenue. 

Mayor Tabori asked Mr. Williams why the entire property of the University Park homes bordering US Route 1 were included in the proposed change. If the purpose and benefits are concerning traffic, why wouldn’t the sector plan just include the right-of-way? Mr. Williams said the right-of-way belongs to the SHA. Mayor Tabori asked how MNPPC would work in partnership with the SHA. Mayor Tabori noted that in the past, when the Town has requested information and repairs on the sidewalks along US Route 1, the SHA has not been forthcoming. Mr. Williams said that MNPPC will write a letter to all affected agencies. If necessary the issue will be elevated to the MNPPC Chairman, the Prince George’s County Council, and the County Executive. 

Numerous University Park residents raised concerns about how to address and manage traffic in the US Route 1 corridor, how to address and manage development, and how to mitigate the impacts of development in terms of traffic congestion, pollution, and quality of life. Residents strongly expressed the view that this sector plan should include the entire corridor from Eastern Avenue to I-495. Mr. Williams said the portion of the corridor from East-West Highway to Eastern Avenue is the responsibility of a different MNPPC manager.

Ms. Dannielle Glaros, Legislative Aide to Prince George’s County Council Member Eric Olson, asked Mayor Tabori to write a letter on behalf of the Town to Mr. Olson’s office stating the Town’s position on the sector plan proposal. Individual residents are also welcome to contact Mr. Olson’s office to express their views. 

Mr. Williams was asked if there was a plan or process to address the transportation concerns along the corridor as an integrated corridor, and not a piecemeal set of disconnected portions. Mr. Williams said there is a master plan for transportation that is a countywide plan. The parts of US Route 1 south of East-West Highway are outside the scope of the plan Mr. Williams was presenting this evening. 

Mayor Tabori spoke about the issues of transportation and commercial development. He asked Mr. Williams again why the entire property of the homes in University Park were included in the proposed sector plan, when including the sidewalk and right-of-way would still let MNPPC achieve their goals of adding amenities and pedestrian improvements. Mayor Tabori noted that the proposed sector plan change makes rezoning all of the Cafritz property much easier, as the entire property is bundled into this sector plan, not just the portion of the Cafritz property that borders US Route 1. Mr. Williams said that the exact placement of the sector plan along the property lines is still under discussion. He added that the Cafritz development is going to take place. Mr. Mickey Beall observed that the Cafritz development was considering and/or proposing changes on the streets south of East-West Highway. 

In response to questions from Chief Wynnyk and Town residents, Mr. Williams said the proposed update to the plan was decided informally within MNPPC. The residents asked why the plan could not be amended in this meeting, and remove the property of University Park from the plan. Mr. Williams said that was not possible. The Town would have to make a formal request for the change by sending a letter to Council Member Mr. Olson. Mr. Williams emphasized that there were other important stakeholders in the sector plan in addition to the residents of University Park. 

Mr. John Shoaf proposed that the plan include considerations east of the railroad tracks, consider including pedestrian connections to M Square, and a bigger-picture view that integrated the entire area. Ms. Warren noted that other communities have set a build-out point for development that determines when the area has reached the saturation point for development.  

Ms. Dannielle Glaros spoke to the timeline for how the Town could move forward with addressing the sector plan and a desire for a more comprehensive view of the transportation and development issues in the entire area, not just a portion of the US Route 1 corridor. She said that this sector plan was originally oriented to College Park and was reopened to address issues specific to College Park. College Park may not have had the intent to include portions of University Park and Riverdale Park in the changes. Ms. Glaros said her understanding was that there was not a plan to address the transportation issues specifically. Ms. Glaros said people are welcome to contact Mr. Olson at 301-952-3060 or by email at eolson@co.pg.md.us
Mr. Williams said he needs comments back from the Town by the third week in August, by August 19. Mayor Tabori reiterated the tremendous importance of separating out the topics of transportation plans versus incorporating University Park in the College Park corridor sector plan. The Sector Plan carries with it tremendous import and freight in what it was intended to accomplish [commercial development]. Ms. Warren urged Mr. Williams to expand his planning picture – the community needs a better planning model that considers all the applicable factors in an integrated way. 

7.  MAYOR’S REPORT – Mayor John Rogard Tabori

Mayor Tabori said he has talked with the Town Engineer Mr. Sidhu about reviewing the previous planning documents for improving the drainage in the alley from Town Hall to 44th Ave. The Mayor is strongly encouraging Mr. Sidhu to expediently bring in a bridge engineer to get a bid for repairing the bridge. Mayor Tabori’s timeframe for having a contract in place to replace the bridge is the latter part of the Fall at the latest. 

Mayor Tabori is reviewing the committee assignments on the Council. He requested that each committee solicit public input and develop a statement of purpose for the committee. 

Public works employee Steve Lodowski has passed away. Mayor Tabori, Director of Public Works Mr. Mickey Beall, Ms. Amy Headley, and Ms. Mary Stultz attended Mr. Lodowski’s funeral. Members of the Public Works department attended Mr. Lodowski’s viewing.

Mr. DeSaussure raised a question about Mr. Nickens’ requests for information about rental properties. Mayor Tabori said that Town Hall replied to Mr. Nickens on May 28th, June 6th, and June 17th. A note from Mr. Nickens was received by Town Hall on July 12th indicating Mr. Nickens had received none of the requested information. The Town wrote a formal letter to Mr. Nickens and has not received any further response. 

Mayor Tabori said the contract for the updated town web site has been signed with eCommunity Services. 

8.  PUBLIC COMMENT - None
9.   CONTINUING BUSINESS


 A.  
BUDGET TRANSFER (Second Reading)

Motion:  To approve, based on the June 2008 Treasurer’s Report, budget transfers of $5.225 from Engineering Services to the line items of Travel in the amount of $2,500, to Newsletter in the amount of $1,725, and to Transit Costs in the amount of $1,000; to transfer $2,000 from Small Equipment - Police to the line item Uniforms - Police; and to transfer $11,000 from Street Tree Replacement to the line item Payroll Taxes & Benefits - PW in the amount of $11,000. 
Moved by:  Ms. Winton

Seconded by:  Mr. DeSaussure
Yea:  5



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0

10.  NEW BUSINESS


A.  
RESOLUTION 08-03

Mayor Tabori and the Council engaged in an extensive discussion on how to address and respond to the Maryland Public Information Act (PIA). Mayor Tabori drew a distinction between items that have been agreed on as a funded budget item, such as the Town bus or the tennis courts, and asking the Town Hall staff to act as researchers. For unbudgeted items, like a PIA request that would require extensive staff time to respond to, there needs to be a way to address the process for responding. In response to questions from Mr. DeSaussure, Town Attorney Ms. Ferguson described situations where a PIA request may be complex and would require review by the Town Attorney. Extensive discussions continued, including references to the Maryland statutes on PIA. The topic was postponed due to the lateness of the hour, to be continued in a future Council meeting. 

Motion:  To formally approve Resolution 08-03: the fee schedule associated with the Maryland Public Information Act appropriate for University Park. 
Moved by:  



Seconded by:  

Yea:  




Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0

No vote was taken on this motion in this session.

11.  REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES- Chief Michael Wynnyk

This agenda item was not addressed in the meeting.

12.  REPORT ON THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS – Mickey Beall, Director 

This agenda item was not addressed in the meeting.
13.  ADJOURNMENT at 10:30 pm.




Submitted by: ______________________






    John Rogard Tabori






Mayor
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