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MEETING OF

UNIVERSITY PARK MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL

UNIVERSITY PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

4315 UNDERWOOD STREET

7:30 P.M.

      February 4, 2008
      WORK SESSION

1.  CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Tabori at 7:30pm
Present:
Ms. Mallino, Mr. Lucas, Ms. McPherson, Mr. Dudinsky, Ms. Fischer, Mr. Carpenter

Excused: 
Ms. Winton

Absent:
None

2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Mr. Carpenter.
3.  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA



Moved by:  Ms. Fischer

Seconded by:  Ms. Mallino


Yea:  6



Nay:  0  



4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES: January 28, 2008 Meeting

Clarify the comment on documentation for donations made during item 7, Report of the Town Treasurer on page 3. 



Moved by:  Mr. Carpenter

Seconded by:  Ms. Mallino


Yea:  7



Nay:  0  


5.  MAYOR’S REPORT

Mayor Tabori distributed the report from the State of Maryland on the gypsy moth egg mass (em) counts. All surveys were done on 1/40th acre.

1. 4410 Tuckerman Street – 2 Large Oaks, one on either side of the street – 0 em
2. Riverdale Presbyterian Church – Queens Chapel Rd. – 0 em
3. Sheridan Street - @ dead end – 0 em
4. 4303 Van Buren – 6120 em/acre
5. Calverton Drive @ 40th Avenue – woodlot on corner – 2680 em/acre
6. 4001 Van Buren Street – corner @ 40th Ave. – 720 em/acre
7. 6902 Chansory Lane – 1520 em/acre
8. 6909 Forest Hill Dr. – 9640 em/acre
9. 4124 Woodberry Street – NW corner @College Heights Drive – 15,200 em/acre
10. 4107 Van Buren Street – side yard – 16,000 em/acre
11. 4208 Underwood Street – white oaks in back yard loaded with egg masses – side yard – 1600 em/acre
12. 6904 Pineway – 600 em/acre – 6906 Pineway- 4000 em/acre
The rest of this meeting’s Mayor’s Report will be provided under agenda item 10, State of the Town Report (Part 1).

Chief Wynnyk reviewed the police report with the Council and the Mayor. Chief Wynnyk anticipates filling the last police department vacancy in the next two weeks. An armed robbery occurred in the town on Sunday night at 10:45pm on Oakridge Street. A delivery person was assaulted while attempting a delivery. Chief Wynnky is coordinating the investigation with the Prince George’s County robbery unit. A breaking and entering was reported this evening on Forest Hill Drive; a UPPD officer was investigating. 

Crime Statistics (January 1st –  31st) 2007

Ward 1

Assault – On January 20th at 3:00pm in the 4300 block of Sheridan St. two adult males both residents of Washington D.C. were walking on Sheridan St. and allege a vehicle with three adult males pulled up beside them and one of the suspect/s exited the vehicle and struck one of the victims with a 4’ section of ¾ inch plastic PVC pipe. No words were exchanged and the suspect got back in the car and the vehicle drove away. The victim was not injured and refused any medical treatment. No suspect/s was located. The investigation is on-going.          
Ward 2

Recovered Stolen Auto – On January 7th at 3:30pm in the 6500 block of 41st Ave a concerned resident advised UPPD of a suspicious vehicle parked near their residence. Investigation revealed the 2000 Ford truck had been stolen on January 2, 2008 in Montgomery County, Md. No suspect/s was located.         
Ward 3 

None.   

Ward 4

None.   

Ward 5

 Theft – On January 1st between 2:15am and 2:00pm in the 6800 block of Baltimore Ave. victim advised that while attending a party she left her purse unattended and it was stolen. A red leather purse and assorted contents were taken.  No suspect/s was located.       
Ward 6

Theft – Between January 29th and January 30th noon in the 6500 block of 41st Ave. suspect/s broke the driver side lock of a 1997 Ford Truck and stole tools and a briefcase from the passenger compartment of the vehicle. A search of the area by the UPPD resulted in the location of the briefcase and a toolbox containing wrenches and sockets. Still missing are two cordless power drills and a power saw and a calculator. The property was located in the park at the dead-end of 41st Ave. No suspect/s was located.    

Ward 7

None.   

Contact the UPPD with tips regarding crimes. All information will be kept confidential
6.  PUBLIC COMMENT

None 

7.   CONTINUING BUSINESS
A.  BUDGET TRANSFER – Pest Control  Second Reading (to be heard Feb 25)


Motion: To approve the transfer of $15,000 from Unreserved-Undesignated Funds to Pest Control.

No motion was made or vote taken on continuing business item A

B. PARKING WAIVER FOR RENTAL PROPERTY 

(Campbell, 4205 Underwood Street) Ward 4

Motion: To approve on-street parking waiver for up to three vehicles for six months at 4205 Underwood Street.



Moved by:  Mr. Dudinsky

Seconded by:  Mr. Lucas


Yea:  6



Nay:  0  


8.  NEW BUSINESS

A.  PARKING WAIVER FOR RENTAL PROPERTY 

                      (Berhane, 6703 41st Avenue)  Ward 6


Motion: To approve on-street parking waiver for up to three vehicles for six months at 6703 41st Avenue.



Moved by:  Ms. Mallino

Seconded by:  Ms. McPherson 


Yea:  6



Nay:  0  



B.  APPLICATION TO INSTALL SKYLIGHTS 


     (Kennell, 6905 Wells Parkway) Ward 7

Ms. Elaine Kennell attended the meeting. The Council and Mayor reviewed the permit application packet and County permit submitted with the application.  

Motion: To approve the installation of two skylights on Lot 13, Block 30, at 6905 Wells Parkway.



Moved by:  Mr. Carpenter

Seconded by:  Ms. Mallino


Yea:  6



Nay:  0  


C.   PARKING WAIVER FOR RENTAL PROPERTY 

                      (Reid, 6713 Queens Chapel Road)  Ward 3

Motion was held over to the next Council meeting at Ms. McPherson’s request, in order to provide Ms. McPherson sufficient time to receive feedback from the adjoining neighbors. 

Ms. Mallino raised the point of policy on how to address parking waivers that are received late, after the original waiver request had expired. The request for 6713 Queens Chapel Road was received timely, but many are not. Mayor Tabori said that Town Hall is working to convert current records like this from paper or MS Word format to a database of some kind, either an Excel spreadsheet or MS Access.  


Motion: To approve/disapprove on-street parking waiver for up to three vehicles for six months at 6703 41st Avenue.



Moved by:  



Seconded by:  



Yea:  




Nay:  


9.  DEMO OF INTERACTIVE WEB SITE SOFTWARE PACKAGE – 8:00 PM

Mr. Brian Tresp of Community services LLC demonstrated the community ePortal software that is used by many communities to provide up-to-date information and content to community residents. One nearby neighborhood already using this software is Kentlands in Gaithersburg, Maryland. The information on the web site is database driven and can support different levels of information access (guests, residents, Council members, police officers, Town Hall staff, etc). Mr. Tresp walked through a demonstration of how a new calendar item would be added for a town meeting, how a notification that the town athletic field would be closed for the weekend could be posted to the news items and calendar, and how a resident could request that the police watch their home while the homeowner was on vacation. People with a log-in account on the site could add or modify the content directly, including adding calendar and news items, uploading documents, and making service requests. The Town would have the right to sell advertising space on the site. 

The council and Mayor discussed how the Kentlands community used the ePortal to realize considerable cost savings in physically publishing and mailing the monthly Kentlands Town Crier magazine and the bi-weekly Kentlands Express newsletter by posting these documents to the web site. Mr. Tresp said the ePortal has the capability to support surveys and voting, depending on the legal requirements of the local jurisdiction governing voting.  

The cost of this service, based on the number of households in University Park, is $239/month ($3516/year) for a renewable one-year service agreement with price guarantees. This fee covers the basic service and 4 hours of technical support each month. The Town’s existing URL www.upmd.org could be used in configuring the home address of the ePortal. 

Mayor Tabori asked the Council for feedback. The current Town budget for the existing web service is $5000 per year. Ms. Mallino said that as time goes by there will be more and more dependency on this type of communications. Mr. Dudinsky noted that the current implementation of the Town web site is very difficult and slow to update. Mayor Tabori said that the current web site requires a two-step process to update content; it cannot be changed directly. He recommended that the next step would be to look at how many people would like to receive the newsletter on-line, and how many would like to move to a more interactive environment. Mr. Carpenter spoke in favor of adopting this approach. Mayor Tabori said he would work with Mr. Dudinsky to move forward in obtaining a contract proposal from Community services LLC. 

10.  STATE OF THE TOWN (PART 1) – Mayor Tabori 9:00 PM

Mayor Tabori presented a PowerPoint briefing on the State of the Town, Part 1: Organization, Operations and Finances. Mayor Tabori started the presentation by reviewing the Town’s organizational chart and each area of responsibility of the Mayor’s office. The major revenue sources for the Town are direct taxes. Direct taxes include real estate taxes, state income taxes, and personal property taxes. In 2007 direct taxes were 90.6% of the Town’s total revenue. Labor is the major cost driver of the Town budget. Trash tonnage is the primary driver of public works labor costs. When tonnage increased, staff sick leave hours increased, which caused a commensurate increase in temporary labor hours.

Mayor Tabori observed that while revenue will probably stay stable the next couple of years, the out years (years 3, 4, and 5) may change significantly in terms of property tax revenue. Mayor Tabori said it is important to look at how we can manage our work, to preserve people’s health and reduce the replacement rate for rolling stock like the trash packer body trucks. Mr. Carpenter agreed it would be prudent to consider now what future out year budgets may look like. 

11.  ADJOURNMENT at 10:00 pm.



Submitted by: ______________________






    John Rogard Tabori

Mayor
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