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MEETING OF

UNIVERSITY PARK MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL

UNIVERSITY PARK TOWN HALL


6724 BALTIMORE AVENUE

7:30 P.M.

      May 20, 2008
      SPECIAL SESSION

1.  CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Pro Tem Ms. Mallino at 7:30pm
Present:
Ms. Mallino, Mr. Lucas, Ms. McPherson, Ms. Winton, Mr. DeSaussure, Ms. Fischer  

Excused: 
Mr. Dudinsky, Ms. McPherson 

Absent:
None
Note: Mayor Tabori arrived during the discussion of the Consent Agenda, item 4.

2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Ms. Winton.
3.  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

Moved by:  Ms. Winton

Seconded by:  Mr. Lucas
4.  CONSENT AGENDA



Motion:   To approve the following consent agenda. 

Moved by:  Mr. Lucas

Seconded by:  Mr. DeSaussure
Yea:  5



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0

A.
APPLICATION TO REPLACE HAND RAILING ON STEPS

                        (Headley, 6510 41st Avenue)  Ward 2


B.
APPLICATION TO REPLACE FENCE

                        (Crocker, 4400 Holly Hill)  Ward 5

5.  NEW BUSINESS


A.
APPLICATION TO CONSTRUCT 1 STORY ADDITION

                        (Audet, 4202 East West Highway)  Ward 1


Mrs. Audet addressed the Council and the Mayor to describe her permit.


Motion:    To approve the construction of a one story addition on Lot 12, Block 7, Section 2 at 4202 East West Highway. Both the Town and the County Board of Appeals have already approved the request for a variance.

Moved by: Ms. Mallino


Seconded by: Ms. Fischer
Yea:  5




Nay:  0
 Abstain: 0

B.
APPLICATION TO REPLACE DRIVEWAY AND SIDEWALK



(Hogan/Julin, 4317 Tuckerman Street)  Ward 1


Ms. Hogan addressed the Council and the Mayor to describe her permit.


Motion:    To approve the replacement of an 88’ x 12’ concrete driveway and an 88’ x 3.5’ raised sidewalk on Lot 23, Block 5 at 4317 Tuckerman Street. 

Moved by: Ms. Mallino


Seconded by: Ms. Winton
Yea:  5




Nay:  0
 Abstain: 0

C.
APPLICATION TO CONVERT SUNROOM TO OPEN PORCH



(McLaren, 6507 41st Avenue)  Ward 2


Mr. McLaren addressed the Council and the Mayor to describe his permit. He distributed photographs of how the sunroom currently appears, and how it will look after the conversion (based on the appearance of similar properties on his street).


Motion:    To approve the conversion of an existing sunroom to an open porch on Lot 7, Block 19 at 6507 41st Avenue.

Moved by: Mr. Lucas


Seconded by: Mr. DeSaussure
Yea:  5




Nay:  0
 Abstain: 0

After voting on the permit application, Ms. Fischer asked Mayor Tabori for more information on what type of property survey is required for Town residents to receive a building permit. Mayor Tabori said that the Town of University Park incorporated the Prince George’s County rules concerning construction in the Town ordinances, and did not grant the Council the authority of waive this requirement. The Mayor further explained that the County ordinance requires a full boundary survey for granting a permit, not the location survey typically included in a mortgage settlement package. 


The issue of a permit, and the restrictions and requirements imposed by ordinance, are distinct from the situation where a covenant applies. The Mayor referred to an instance in Town where a homeowner requested a permit to install a fence. The property was governed by a covenant restricting the right to install fences, but previous exceptions had been granted to covenant. Once an exception is granted to a covenant for one property, the covenant becomes null and void for all covered properties.


Ms. Fischer asked if this was an unreasonable burden for homeowners, referring back to the permit request on Wells Parkway taken up at the May 5th Council meeting. Mayor Tabori reviewed the background on the history of the permits granted for that property. Prince George’s County would not have approved a building permit based on the location survey that the homeowners had. Mayor Tabori noted that if a [previous] permit were issued in error, the permitting authority is not precluded from later issuing a correct permit. This is distinct from a covenant, which is a civil agreement and where the failure to enforce can lead to the collapse of the covenant. 


Mayor Tabori touched on the Park and Planning proposal to extend the commercial overlay zoning along US Route 1 to include University Park. Mayor Tabori has raised the issue to Councilman Eric Olson’s office. Mr. Lucas asked about the status of the meeting with the Cafritz property owners. The date for this meeting is still June 10th.    

5.  ADJOURNMENT at 8 pm.
Submitted by: ______________________


        John Rogard Tabori


   Mayor
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