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MEETING OF

UNIVERSITY PARK MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL

UNIVERSITY PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

4315 UNDERWOOD STREET

7:30 P.M.

      January 28, 2008
      REGULAR SESSION

1.  CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Tabori at 7:30pm
Present:
Ms. Mallino, Mr. Lucas, Ms. McPherson, Mr. Dudinsky (arrived at 7:40pm), Ms. Fischer, Ms. Winton, Mr. Carpenter

Excused: 
None

Absent:
None

2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Ms. Fischer.
3.  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

Item 12A, Council Consideration of Single Stream Recycling, was removed from the agenda. 



Moved by:  Ms. McPherson

Seconded by:  Mr. Carpenter


Yea:  7



Nay:  0  



4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES: January 7, 2008 Meeting

Two additions to the minutes of January 7: Indicate the vote taken to move the Council to Executive Session at 7pm, and that Item 8A, Council Consideration of Single Stream Recycling, Interim Report, has been completed. The administration and the Public Works Director will move forward to conduct further research based on the interim report presented at the January 7, 2008 meeting.  Based on this research, the administration will make a final recommendation for Council approval



Moved by:  Mr. Lucas

Seconded by:  Ms. McPherson


Yea:  7



Nay:  0  


5.  MAYOR’S REPORT

Mayor Tabori reported to Council that he was postponing the State of the Town report until the February 2, 2008 Council meeting. The reason for the delay is to allow the Mayor to make a through analysis of the detailed information available on the Town’s budget. The first draft of the FY2009 budget is due to the Council in early April. The Mayor said he is developing a detailed look at the service loads for both the Police Department and the Public Works Department. 

Mayor Tabori plans to engage the two University Park representatives attending the East Campus Steering Committee meetings in a discussion, to share with the Council the information being exchanged. The East Campus development will certainly have a significant impact on the surrounding communities. Mayor Tabori noted the East Campus development is funded through the State of Maryland and the developer. The Cafritz property development is also self-funded. The University Town Center and the Landy property are not self-funded, and may be affected by the shake-outs in the banking industry.    
6.  PUBLIC COMMENT

Ms. Ginny May of 6504 Queens Chapel Road addressed the Mayor and the Council to express that she was not in favor of the dog park proposal. Ms. May is a long-time pet owner who serves on the County Commission for Animal Control and has numerous other credentials in animal welfare. 

The specific points Ms. May raised include

1. The proposed location for the dog park is unlike any other property in University Park. It is in full sun, and would be hot for the dogs in the summertime.

2. She would be sad to see a fence around this piece of land.

3. The College Park dog park is located very close by and provides the same type of facility as what is proposed for University Park.

4. The newsletter and Gazette articles on the dog park proposal left many questions unanswered. Will there be a usage fee? The Town would have to develop guidelines on rules and requirements. What shots would a dog have to have before using the facility? Would unaltered dogs be allowed, or would all dogs have to be altered? Who will maintain the records on each dog, and where will they be kept? Who will be identified as the record keeper? This is an important question, as no one in the Town was willing to take over the lost pet database when Mr. Bender moved away.

Ms. May expressed interest in knowing who could use the dog park. She noted that the Town is not able to restrict use of the park to Town residents. How will access be controlled? Ms. May drew analogies to the problems experienced at the College Park Dog Park around this issue. She noted that there would need to be a process for mediating disagreements, and modifying the dog park rules after inception. 

Mr. Lucas said there are groups playing  soccer on the open field across from the Community Center, which is the same location as has been proposed for the dog park. 

Ms. Winton thanked Ms. May for her input. Ms. Winton noted that she views the dog park project as being quite distant from implementation at this time. 

Ms. Emily Rhodes of Sheridan Street addressed the Mayor and Council on the topic of the Town soccer field. Ms. Rhodes is a member of the Fireballs Girls Soccer team, a 14 and under travel team. She was previously a member of LUP. She expressed her surprise that a University Park Police Officer stopped play on the soccer field two Saturdays ago. The field was still closed this week. She asked why the field should be closed, without allowing even and hour of pickup play. She asked why University Park residents should have to commute elsewhere to play a pickup soccer game. She is not able to drive to out-of-town locations, and is unable to participate in off-site games. 

Mayor Tabori thanked Ms. Rhodes for addressing these issues. He said he would speak in more detail on the soccer field status during the new business portion of the agenda.

7.  REPORT OF TOWN TREASURER – Daniel R. Baden, C. P. A.

Mr. Baden presented the report on the budget. The total general fund revenues from July 2007 through December 2007 are $1,400,673.70. The total budgeted total general fund revenues are $3,432,190.00 for the year. The personnel cost for General Government from July 2007 through December 2007 is $63,471.76. The total budgeted personnel cost for General Government is $201,850.00 for the year. The total General Government costs from July 2007 through December 2007 is $193,117.37 and the total General Government budget for the year is $540,350.00

The personnel cost for Police and Public Safety from July 2007 through December 2007 is $299,207.79. The total budgeted personnel cost for Police and Public Safety is $684,679.00 for the year. The total cost for Police and Public Safety, both personnel and operating costs, from July 2007 through December 2007 is $347,190.99. Budget item 4170 – Red Light Camera reflects $2,922.00 of income from red light ticket fees. Budget item 5303-03 – Citations reflects the $939.90 paid to the company that provides the red light camera services. 

The total budgeted cost for Police and Public Safety, both personnel and operating costs, is $746,329.00 for the year. The total cost for Public Works from July 2007 through December 2007, including personnel and operating costs, is $468.221.43. The total budgeted cost for Public Works is $1,154,817.00 for the year.

Mr. Baden reported that the total expenses between July and December 2007 were $1,019,561.61. The total budgeted expenses for the year are $3,432,190.00.

Mr. Dudinsky asked about the $5000 budgeted for the PTA Donation, line item 6099-01. Mr. Baden said the Town had not received a request letter for the money yet. Mr. Dudinsky stressed that if the PTA were required to provide documentation on how the money would be spent, the other groups seeking money – i.e. the Fire Department, Civic Association – should be held to the same standard. Mayor Tabori said that the Civic Association provides a report to the Council on how their donation is spent. The Fire Department provides an annual report, a copy of which can be obtained for Council as well.
8.  REPORT OF TOWN ATTORNEY – Suellen M. Ferguson, Esq.

Ms. Ferguson said that the Old Town College Park Historic District designation was approved today. This is the first historic district in Prince George’s County. This designation carries zoning implications, unlike the federal historic designation held by University Park. 

March 24 is the trial date for the College Park rent control lawsuit. Mr. Dudinsky asked Attorney Ferguson what the implications were for rental property conversion in University Park, should the City of College Park lose the lawsuit. In Attorney Ferguson’s view the cost of properties in University Park are still priced above speculative values for prospective landlords. 
9.  REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES

Chief Wynnyk reviewed the police report with the Council and the Mayor. The Chief is interviewing two candidates to fill the last vacancy on the police force. The property room experienced minor flooding from a ruptured frozen water pipe. 

Ms. McPherson asked for further details on the assault reported in January. Chief Wynnyk did not have additional details with him, beyond the initial report. He replied to Ms. McPherson that he would follow up and provide any new information he obtains. 

Mr. Dudinsky asked how often on Saturday officers drive by the town field. Chief Wynnyk replied that they drove by frequently. Mr. Dudinsky raised the concern that town police officers do not come to full stop at intersections controlled by stop signs, but are proceeding via “rolling stops”. Chief Wynnyk replied that “rolling stops” are a misnomer and that officers are accountable for their actions. Appropriate steps are taken when violations occur. 

Crime Statistics (December 1st –  31st) 2007

Ward 1

None. 

Ward 2

Theft – On December 21st at 1:20pm in the 6500 block of Queens Chapel Rd., two adult male suspects were observed in a 1993 Honda Accord stealing a wallet from the unlocked vehicle. A next-door neighbor and the homeowner saw the suspects exit the vehicle and walk west on Queens Chapel Rd. towards Adelphi Rd. The suspects were not located by the police. A search of the area resulted in the recovery of the victim’s wallet with nothing taken.        
Ward 3 

Theft – Between December 6th at 5:00pm and December 10th 11:00am in the 4400 block of Underwood St. suspect/s stole a 12’ aluminum step ladder and a 4’ aluminum step ladder from the rear yard of a residence. The ladders belonged to a contractor that was doing work at that location.  No suspect/s was located.       
Ward 4

None.   

Ward 5

 None.   
Ward 6

Theft – Between December 1st at 11:45pm and December 2nd 11:23am in the 6700 block of 41st Ave. suspect/s pried open the driver side window of a 1993 Honda Accord and stole an aftermarket Sony car stereo and a box of oranges. No suspect/s was located.    

Attempted Theft – Between December 1st at 11:00pm and December 2nd 6:30am in the 4100 block of College Heights Dr. suspect/s pried open the driver side window of a 1992 Honda Accord to gain entry. No items were taken. No suspect/s was located.    

Ward 7

None.   

Contact the UPPD with tips regarding crimes. All information will be kept confidential
10.  REPORT ON THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS – Mickey Beall

Mr. Beall reported that he is in the process of conducting a series of one-on-one interviews with the members of the Public Works Department. He thanked Chief Wynnyk and the Sgt. for introducing him to the public works directors and members of the surrounding municipalities. Mr. Beall met with the Town’s hazard insurance adjuster; no major problems were found. Mr. Beall has gone on a ride-along on trash pick-up day, experienced his first snowfall and his first fallen tree. 

Mr. Beall is considering possible plans for a town-wide computer recycling day. He is investigating the single stream recycling and looking for vendors for the toters. Mr. Dudinsky asked if there could be a hazardous waste collection day. Mr. Beall has started looking into this as well; it is a more complicated process that computer recycling. Mayor Tabori spoke to the challenges of hazardous waster collection vis-à-vis EPA regulations. 

Mr. Beall has been in negotiation with pest control contractors and has been able to reduce the town’s pest control bill by 50%. He reported some forward progress on the flagpole and town clock. Pepco has come to do the electrical work. We are now waiting on the meter to be installed.  
11.  CONSENT AGENDA


Motion: To approve the following consent agenda



Moved by:  Ms. Fischer

Seconded by:  Ms. Mallino


Yea:  7



Nay:  0  


A. APPLICATION TO REPLACE A SHED 

(4316 Clagett Road, Romayne) Ward 5

12.   CONTINUING BUSINESS
None
13.  NEW BUSINESS


A.  APPLICATION TO CONSTRUCT A DECK AND STEPS AT THE REAR OF SUNROOM (6905 Pineway, Amster) Ward 5

The Amsters were not present at the meeting. The Council and Mayor reviewed the drawings, blueprints, and County permit submitted with the application.  

Motion: To approve the application to construct a 16’x19’ deck and stairs on Lots 1, 2, and Part of 3, Block D at 6905 Pineway.



Moved by:  Ms. Fischer

Seconded by:  Mr. Carpenter


Yea:  7



Nay:  0  


B.       PARKING WAIVER FOR RENTAL PROPERTY 

                      (Campbell, 4205 Underwood Street)  Ward 4

At the request of Mr. Dudinsky the vote on this waiver request was postponed until the February 4, 2008 Council meeting, in order for Mr. Dudinsky to consult with the adjoining neighbors and review the availability of on-street parking at this location.   

Motion: To approve/disapprove on-street parking waiver for up to three vehicles for six months at 4205 Underwood Street.



Moved by:  Ms. McPherson

Seconded by:  Ms. Mallino


Yea:  7



Nay:  0  


C.       BUDGET TRANSFER – Pest Control  First Reading

Mayor Tabori explained the necessity of having gypsy moth spraying funds available in advance of warming weather, to obtain the maximum benefits from spraying before the caterpillars emerge. College Heights Estates, the Cafritz property owners, and the city of College Park are all on-board with University Park in making plans for aerial spraying for gypsy months. Riverdale Park has indicated they will also join the gypsy moth suppression effort. Mayor Tabori said Town Hall has still not received the State of Maryland’s report on the gypsy moth egg mass count as soon as possible. 


Motion: To approve the transfer of $15,000 from Unreserved-Undesignated Funds to Pest Control.



Moved by:  Mr. Carpenter

Seconded by:  Ms. Mallino


Yea:  7



Nay:  0  


D. 
UPDATE OF COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENT OF A RECORDS MANAGEMENT AND ARCHIVE POLICY 

Mayor Tabori distributed a draft records retention schedule for Council consideration. The proposed schedule is based on three examples of best practices, taken from Somerset, Hyattsville, and Takoma Park. The State Archivist cited Somerset as an example of a good policy. Details on electronic records are still to be added.     
E. 
DISCUSSION OF PLAYING FIELD USAGE RULES AND UPKEEP POLICY 

Mayor Tabori said that after discussion with the Public Works Director, he views the decision to open or close the soccer field as a public works decision. The Mayor noted the schools of thought on field usage – mostly open, mostly closed, and a middle road. He characterized the problems with the current field as the physically small size, compared to a regulation field; the improper drainage problems, which has killed the grass in several places; and three areas in particular that collect water and become very muddy with use. Mayor Tabori said the real crux of the matter is how to maximize usage of the field given these constraints. 

Mr. Beall said he has identified three individuals with extensive credentials in playing field installation and maintenance, which he will work to engage for guidance on when to open/close a field; how to maintain the current field; and how to improve the current situation. The City of Bowie uses the following criteria for field closings: lightning; maintenance hazard; snow or ice; or standing water. The City of Bowie uses their fields for competitive play and close the fields to all use for a several month period in the winter. 

Town Attorney Ms. Ferguson pointed out that there are now rules in place for the field. There is a full policy in place, which encompasses the field. When the field is closed, the closure applies to the entire field, including the sidelines and edges. 

The Public Works Director Mr. Beall currently makes the decisions on whether or not to close the field on Friday afternoon. That decision stays in effect through the weekend. The causes of field closing – particularly snow, ice, and standing water – are unlikely to resolve in less than a day or two.

Arlie, coach of LUP for the last 10 years, spoke to his viewpoint on the field. His interest was piqued four years ago during a hard winter, which left the field in a poor playing condition throughout the following season. He felt the actions being taken to maintain and use the field were as effective as could be obtained, given the constraints being worked with. 

10.  ADJOURNMENT at 10:05 pm.



Submitted by: ______________________






    John Rogard Tabori

Mayor
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