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MEETING OF

UNIVERSITY PARK MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL

UNIVERSITY PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

4315 UNDERWOOD STREET

7:30 P.M.

      February 25, 2008
      REGULAR SESSION

1.  CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Tabori at 7:30pm
Present:
Ms. Mallino, Mr. Lucas, Ms. McPherson, Mr. Dudinsky, Ms. Winton, Mr. Carpenter (excused at 9pm)

Excused: 
Ms. Fischer

Absent:
None
2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Ms. McPherson
3.  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA



Moved by:  Ms. McPherson

Seconded by:  Ms. Winton


Yea:  6



Nay:  0  



4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
February 4, 2008 Meeting



Moved by:  Ms. Mallino

Seconded by:  Mr. Lucas


Yea:  5



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 1 (Ms. Winton)

5.  MAYOR’S REPORT

Ms. Bridget Warren spoke to the Mayor and Council on the East Campus Redevelopment Community Review Steering Committee Principles for East Campus. Ms. Warren represents University Park on the East Campus committee, along with Mr. John Shoaf. The Principles document is meant to be a series of guidelines for the developer. The meeting to review the principles is scheduled for Wednesday, February 27 at 7:30pm in room 2203 of the Stamp Student Union on campus. The next step after Wednesday night’s meeting is to review the drawings when they are available. 

Ms. Warren provided background information on how the five categories of principles were developed. Among the key points: 

· Acknowledge that the East Campus constitutes an open, public forum and the First Amendment’s protections of free speech are fully applicable

· The development will implement environmental stewardship and sustainability as demonstrated by attaining LEED Silver status

A component of the funding will be obtained through a TIF- Tax Incremental Funding. The property will have a 70-year lease, after which ownership will revert back to the University.  The Purple line station will be located next to Ritchie Coliseum. In terms of the traffic impact, the developer envisions this location as a regional draw, while the traffic studies done by Prince George’s County assume a local traffic impact. Parking structures will accommodate a total of 4,000 spaces. The maximum store footprint will be 40,000 square feet. There is an on-going discussion of possible uses for the Pocomoke Building. This location could become a market styled after the Belvedere Market. Senator Mikulski has gotten federal money appropriated to support Wi-Fi or WiMAX. The development is still seeking a minority partner and local trades involvement; this is an important consideration for the TIF component of the project. 

Mr. Lucas expressed his thanks to Ms. Warren and Mr. Shoaf for representing University Park. He stated that he has concerns about the traffic impact, and the ability to take two lines of track for the Purple line under the existing bridge. The routing of 18-wheel tractor-trailers required to support retail operations has a potential to severely impact road congestion and the integrity of neighborhood road surfaces. 

Ms. Warren pointed out that neither the University nor the developer has signed the development agreement at this point. The Board of Regents, the Park and Planning Commission, and the District Council must review the agreement. Mr. Doug Duncan of the University is advocating that the plans be reviewed and approved by the State Board of Public Works.  

Mayor Tabori reported that the renovation work in Town Hall has been completed. 

On March 6th in Greenbelt a final meeting will be held on the State Highway Administration’s plans for the road improvements at Adelphi Road and East-West Highway. The final set of engineering drawings was received at Town Hall earlier today. They will be available for review on a table in the new meeting space in Town Hall. Mayor Tabori said that unless there is a change in the plans from what has been previously discussed, he will express opposition to the plans. His view is that the construction does not change the intersection’s level of service, increases pedestrian danger, and takes a significant amount of property from the Town. Ms. Mallino said this is a location where speed cameras would have the potential to improve traffic and pedestrian safety more than the construction proposed. 

Mayor Tabori said he is three-quarters finished with the data entry and would soon be able to provide a rough draft of Mayor’s Report data (from the last Council meeting). 

The Mayor is in discussion with the eService web site company. They will be sending a contract to Town Hall for the Mayor and Town Attorney Ms. Ferguson to review. The target is to have the new web site in place by the end of March. 

The Mayor will check with the Cardin people on money for repairing the Route 1 sidewalk and also for constructing an extension to Town Hall to accommodate a public meeting space and Council chambers.  

6.  PUBLIC COMMENT

None. 

7.  REPORT OF TOWN TREASURER – Daniel R. Baden, C. P. A.  (Mayor Tabori for D. Baden)

Mayor Tabori presented the report on behalf of Mr. Baden. Mayor Tabori said it does appear that the Town will realize all of the monies the Town was expecting from taxes and other sources. The red light cameras look like they will contribute approximately $12,000 per year. Expenses for General Government are slightly under plan. The projection is that labor costs will be in the black by $23,000 by the end of the fiscal year. Police and Public Safety labor costs are projected to be $21,000 in the black. The second police officer has been hired and will start work on Friday, bringing the police department back to full strength. 

 Public Works budget item projects to be approximately $12,000 over budget for the year. The expenses for the Public Works Director will move from the General Government part of the budget to the Public Works budget in the 2009 fiscal year. Transit costs are projected to be $8100 above budget, due to both bus drivers being out on extended sick leave, which necessitated a replacement driver. Both regular drivers are recovered and back on duty at this time. Town Hall costs appear to be $5000 over budget, and IT costs will exceed the budget by $8000. On balance, the Mayor said the total operating budget would be in the black. 

The Town of University Park currently has close to $500,000 in uncommitted funds available for emergencies. In the Mayor’s opinion, if the Town plans carefully, the tax rate may be lowered. 

Ms. Mallino requested that a bill for services be received timely from the Town Engineer. The Mayor reported that the Town Engineer was currently on travel out of the country, but the Mayor would take up this issue again with the Town Engineer as soon as he was back in Town. After additional discussion, the Council took up a motion on late bills.    


Motion: Bills submitted 90 days past the date of services rendered will not be honored by the Town of University Park. 

Moved by:  Mr. Dudinsky

Seconded by:  Ms. Winton
Yea:  5



Nay:  0  



8.  REPORT OF TOWN ATTORNEY – Suellen M. Ferguson, Esq.

Town Attorney Ms. Ferguson reported on two items at the request of the Mayor. 

Ms. Ferguson made a request today to the Attorney for the Coggins-Nelson household for an update on the status of the permit and paperwork on the garage. The last communication was received from Mr. Tom Matzen, the DER Director, on December 21st. A statement has been made that all necessary county approvals have been received, but no documentation has been provided to Town Hall or to Town Attorney Ms. Ferguson. The earliest the Council could take up this permit would be the end of March, as permit applications must be submitted at least ten days in advance of the Council meeting. 

The gypsy moth RFP was completed last week. University Park is seeking to join with College Park and the Cafritz property. The College Park Deputy Public Works Director, Ms. Brenda Alexander, is advertising the RFP to interested bidders. The planned treatment material is BT. If possible, the Town will participate in the state contract for spraying. The cost for University Park is between $9000 and $10,000. 
9.  REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES - Sgt. Wayne McCully

Sgt. McCully provided the police report, as Chief Wynnyk is on vacation. An arrest has been made in the case of the armed robbery of a delivery person on Oak Ridge Road on February 3rd. 
Crime Statistics (January 1st –  31st) 2007

Ward 1

Assault – On January 20th at 3:00pm in the 4300 block of Sheridan St. two adult males both residents of Washington D.C. were walking on Sheridan St. and allege a vehicle with three adult males pulled up beside them and one of the suspect/s exited the vehicle and struck one of the victims with a 4’ section of ¾ inch plastic PVC pipe. No words were exchanged and the suspect got back in the car and the vehicle drove away. The victim was not injured and refused any medical treatment. No suspect/s was located. The investigation is on-going.          
Ward 2

Recovered Stolen Auto – On January 7th at 3:30pm in the 6500 block of 41st Ave a concerned resident advised UPPD of a suspicious vehicle parked near their residence. Investigation revealed the 2000 Ford truck had been stolen on January 2, 2008 in Montgomery County, Md. No suspect/s was located.         
Ward 3 

None.   

Ward 4

None.   

Ward 5

 Theft – On January 1st between 2:15am and 2:00pm in the 6800 block of Baltimore Ave. victim advised that while attending a party she left her purse unattended and it was stolen. A red leather purse and assorted contents were taken.  No suspect/s was located.       
Ward 6

Theft – Between January 29th and January 30th noon in the 6500 block of 41st Ave. suspect/s broke the driver side lock of a 1997 Ford Truck and stole tools and a briefcase from the passenger compartment of the vehicle. A search of the area by the UPPD resulted in the location of the briefcase and a toolbox containing wrenches and sockets. Still missing are two cordless power drills and a power saw and a calculator. The property was located in the park at the dead-end of 41st Ave. No suspect/s was located.    

Ward 7

None.   

Contact the UPPD with tips regarding crimes. All information will be kept confidential
10.  REPORT ON THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS – Mickey Beall, Director

Public Works Director Mr. Mickey Beall reported on current public works activities. Topics covered included gypsy moth response, the UP computer recycling event scheduled for March 29th, planning activities with WSSC, research on single-stream recycling, preparation of a five-year infrastructure plan, and general utilities work with storm drains and street lights. The flagpole lighting project has been completed. 

There was a general discussion of the proposed University Park Field Use and Weather policy. 

Ms. Mallino said that the current business climate was an opportunity to establish long-term infrastructure contracts to cover items like periodic spot repairs for sidewalks. Mayor Tabori asked if this was meant to be a task-order type contract, and Ms. Mallino replied that it was. Ms. Mallino asked for the timeline for installing the remaining speed tables and speed humps. Mayor Tabori said the weather had not been favorable; once the weather is favorable for several days in a row the work can be completed. 

Mr. Dudinsky and Sgt. McCully discussed the damaged light pole at Route 1 and Van Buren Street. The placement of the pole obstructs the view of on-coming southbound traffic. 

11.  CONTINUING BUSINESS
A. BUDGET TRANSFER– Pest Control   Second Reading  


Motion: To approve the transfer of $15,000 from Unreserved-Undesignated funds to Pest Control.

Moved by:  Ms. Mallino

Seconded by:  Mr. Dudinsky
Yea:  5



Nay:  0  



B.
PARKING WAIVER FOR RENTAL PROPERTY 

                        (Reid, 6713 Queens Chapel Road)  Ward 3


Motion: To approve on-street parking waiver for up to three vehicles for six months at 6713 Queens Chapel Road.

Moved by:  Ms. McPherson
Seconded by:  Ms. Mallino
Yea:  5



Nay:  0  



12.  NEW BUSINESS

A. APPLICATION TO ENCLOSE PORCH

(Camilo, 4105 College Heights Drive)  Ward 6

Mr. Camilo addressed the Council and Mayor to answer questions about the work performed. The project was completed in early February. Ms. Winton asked if the dimensions of the existing porch remained the same. Mr. Camilo replied that they did. Ms. Winton and Ms. Mallino asked about the exterior materials. Mr. Camilo replied that he replaced the existing windows on two sides of the porch with new windows. On the third side of the porch, where there had previously been windows, Mr. Camilo said he installed vinyl siding. 


Motion: To approve the previous (already completed, stop work order issued) enclosing of a 10’x15’porch on Lot 10, Block 34, Section 7 at 4105 College Heights Drive. 

Moved by:  Ms. Winton

Seconded by:  Ms. McPherson
Yea:  6



Nay:  0  



B. APPLICATION TO CONSTRUCT BRICK WALKWAY

            (Johnson, 7004 Forest Hill Drive)  Ward 7

Mr. Devon Gallagher addressed the Council. He presented a letter to Town Attorney Ms. Ferguson attesting to homeowner granting Mr. Gallagher permission to represent him before Council. 

Mr. Carpenter asked the general question of the Council and Mayor is this application would have been on the consent agenda, had the owner requested a permit before beginning work. Mr. Carpenter wondered if this request for permit was perfunctory. He noted that the Town does not have standards for walkways or structures of this type and said that he felt that this instance pointed to a weakness in the Town’s administration of construction. Town Attorney Ms. Ferguson pointed out that the current walkway does intrude on the public right of way, which the Town has an interest in. Ms. Mallino concurred with Mr. Carpenter’s concern that people are being asked to apply for permits for what would normally be on the consent agenda.

Mayor Tabori noted that there are multiple types of work being performed on the interior and exterior of this home, and it was unclear what, if any, permitting was required. The Mayor and Chief Wynnyk observed the construction work in progress while on Forest Hills Drive for an unrelated matter. Mayor Tabori indicated that while the type of work being done on the home would normally be on the consent agenda, once a stop work order is issued the matter must come before Council.   


Motion: To approve the already started (stop work order issued) construction of a replacement brick walkway on Lot 4, Block 41 at 7004 Forest Hill Drive.



Moved by:  Mr. Carpenter

Seconded by:  Ms. Mallino
Yea:  6



Nay:  0  



C.
APPLICATION TO INSTALL ROOF OVER BASEMENT STEPS

                        (Amin, 6800 Baltimore Avenue)  Ward 5

No one representing the homeowner was present. The property is located in Ms. Fischer’s ward, and she is excused from this meeting. Mayor Tabori provided to Council the drawings and permit information received by Town Hall. Ms. Mallino moved to amend the motion to include the clause “pending verification of Prince George’s County inspection approving the addition”.

Motion: To approve the already started (stop work order issued) installation of a roof over basement stairs at Lot 14, Section B at 6800 Baltimore Avenue, pending verification of Prince George’s County inspection approving the addition. 

Moved by:  Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Mr. Carpenter  

Yea:  6



Nay:  0  


13.  ADJOURNMENT at 9:55pm



Submitted by: ______________________






    John Rogard Tabori

Mayor
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