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MEETING OF

UNIVERSITY PARK MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL

UNIVERSITY PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

4315 UNDERWOOD STREET

7:30 P.M.

      March 3, 2008
      WORK SESSION

1.  CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Tabori at 7:30pm
Present:
Ms. Mallino, Mr. Lucas, Ms. McPherson, Ms. Fischer, Mr. Carpenter 

Excused: 
Mr. Dudinsky, Ms. Winton, 

Absent:
None
2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Ms. Mallino
3.  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA



Moved by:  Mr. Carpenter

Seconded by:  Ms. Fischer


Yea:  5



Nay:  0  



4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
February 25, 2008 Meeting



Moved by:  Ms. Mallino

Seconded by:  Mr. Lucas


Yea:  4



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 1 (Ms. Fischer)

5.  MAYOR’S REPORT

Mayor Tabori announced that the March 12th meeting for the gypsy moth spraying has been announced to the community. The meeting will be at University Park Elementary School from 7:30pm to 9pm. Ms. Linda Scott, a gypsy moth specialist with the Maryland Department of Agriculture, will attend. Mayor Tabori said it looks like Hyattsville will join the coalition. Ms. Alexander, the Deputy Director of Public Works in College Park, is coordinating the Statement of Work and the spraying. The coalition may be able to engage a State Project Manager to oversee the spraying work. 

Mayor Tabori is working on contacting Senator Cardin to contribute some funding to potentially assist in remodeling Town Hall, and also funds to improve Route 1 from College Drive to East West Highway. The State Highway Administration (SHA) has not put any money into this initiative. 

Negotiations with eCommunity Services should close at the end of March and the new web presence would be on-line between mid-April and the end of April. 

Mayor Tabori said the contracts for the new phone system and new Xerox machine for Town Hall have both come in under budget. Council members will be able to have their own voicemail accounts in the new system. 

Mr. Carpenter asked how additional information is sent out to the Town about the March 12th meeting. The Mayor said it was distributed via the University Park list serve and the Public Works staff will distribute flyers. 

The Mayor mentioned that WSSC has sent out letters to all the homeowners affected by the upcoming utility work. WSSC was surprised to learn that some lines had already replaced in the proposed work areas; they had no internal records of this work.  
6.  PUBLIC COMMENT

Mr. Jacob of 4301 Underwood Street raised a question about the WSSC work. His home was experiencing sewage backups. Tree roots blocked the pipe section in common between his house and his neighbor. Instead of the separate pipes connecting the two houses to the main sewer line, the two lines are joined together before entering a common line to the street. He requested that the tree be removed from the street location. The tree has also been trimmed to accommodate power lines. Mayor Tabori accepted the photograph Mr. Jacobs provided of the tree and said he would ask one of the Town’s two arborists to look at the tree.  

Ms. Mallino raised the point that many locations on Sheridan Street, Underwood Street, and Woodberry Street have joined pipes, not twin (parallel) pipes. The Mayor said a special session of Council may need to be called to review and discuss the WSSC permit applications. 

Mr. Carpenter asked how the Town manages the work done by WSSC. Mayor Tabori said it depends on the permit; the information and the right to inspect the work has to be written into the contract and the permit. There are two permits that will come before Council, and a possible third permit for the work at the East West Highway and Adelphi Road intersection. 
7.  REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES – Sgt. McCully

Sgt. McCully provided the police report, as Chief Wynnyk is on vacation. Sgt. McCully provided more information about the car accident on February 14th that resulted in the damaged utility pole on Van Buren Street and Route 1. The car that caused the accident was traveling north on Route 1, crossed the southbound lanes, and struck the pole. Two Verizon employees working on the utility pole at the time were injured but are recovering. 
Crime Statistics (February 1st – 29th) 2008

Ward 1

Hit and Run Accident – On February 20th a vehicle stopped at a red light on south bound Baltimore Ave. and East West Highway was hit from behind by another vehicle. There was evidence inside the striking vehicle that was not consistent with the accident. Both vehicle sustained minor damage. A Hispanic male, who was operating the striking vehicle, ran from the striking vehicle south on Baltimore Ave. and then west onto East-West Highway. He was located later at Washington Adventist Hospital suffering from a severe laceration of the right hand. The striking vehicle was later determined to be stolen from Fairfax County Police who obtained a warrant for the suspect. This agency is assisting the Fairfax County Police Department with a follow-up investigation.          
Stolen Auto – On February 2 at 7:19 am at 4200 East West Highway two black males pulled in front of the victim’s 1998 brown Nissan Altima and one of the males exited his vehicle and entered the victim’s vehicle and drove away. The victim was not in her vehicle. The victim had left her keys in the vehicle. The suspect was last seen west bound on East-West Highway. 
Ward 2 

None.   

Ward 3 

None.   

Ward 4

None.   

Ward 5

Armed Robbery – On February 3rd at 10:25pm at 6905 Oakridge Road 2 unidentified black males robbed a deliveryman. The suspects produced handguns, forcing the victim to the ground, took his wallet, car keys, and $150.00 cash. The residents at 6905 Oakridge advised the driver that they had not called for delivery. The suspects have since been arrested by the Prince George’s County Police Department for over 30 similar robberies involving suspects calling Asian carryout restaurants placing fictitious food orders using random addresses. When the delivery people arrive an armed robbery is then committed by the suspects.       
Ward 6

None.   

Ward 7

Breaking & Entering – Between 1-20-08 12:00pm and 2-4-08 5:20pm unknown suspect(s) forced entry in to the kitchen door at 6709 Forest Hill Drive. The suspect(s) ransacked the bedrooms, kitchen, and basement office. No items were determined missing.       

Contact the UPPD with tips regarding crimes. All information will be kept confidential
9.  NEW BUSINESS


A.  
PARKING WAIVER FOR RENTAL PROPERTY

                        (Hosseini, 6704 40th Avenue)  Ward 6

Mayor Tabori said he had exchanged email with Ms. Winton prior to the meeting and Ms. Winton has indicated there was no neighborhood opposition to this waiver request.   

Motion:  To approve the application to renew the parking waiver for up to 5 vehicles for six months at 6704 40th Avenue.

Moved by:  Ms. Mallino

Seconded by:  Ms. McPherson
Yea:  5



Nay:  0  




B.
APPLICATION TO WIDEN DRIVEWAY AND ADD STEPS

                        (Boucard, 6706 Baltimore Avenue)  Ward 3

Mr. Boucard addressed the Council and the Mayor to review his application. Ms. McPherson asked if the entire area is already dug up. Mr. Boucard said that it was; he has to rework it to comply with 15’ width allowed by the County. Mr. Carpenter asked where the engineering drawings for the steps were provided. Mr. Boucard indicated where the specifications were noted on the permit – an 8” riser and a 10” tread were specified.  

Motion:  To approve the application to widen existing concrete driveway to 15’x 50’ and add steps on Lot 40, Block 15 at 6706 Baltimore Avenue. A stop work order was issued on February 19, 2008 for the driveway and a $100.00 administrative fee charged because work had been started prior to getting a Town permit. 

Moved by:  Ms. McPherson

Seconded by:  Ms. Mallino
Yea:  5



Nay:  0  



C.
ZONING VARIANCE APPEAL V-15-08

                        (4202 East West Highway, Audet)  Ward 1

Ms. Audet addressed the Council and the Mayor to review her drawings for a one-story addition on the back of the existing home. The addition will provide wheelchair access to a larger bathroom and kitchen. Mayor Tabori said a letter stating the Council’s approval of the waiver request will be faxed to the Board of Appeals. 

Motion:  To approve the variance of 1 foot side yard width, 4.4% net lot coverage and a waiver of the rear yard requirement for an accessory building on Lot 12, Block 7, Section 2 at 4202 East West Highway. 

Moved by:  Ms. Mallino

Seconded by:  Ms. Fischer
Yea:  5



Nay:  0  



D.     APPOINTMENTS AS TOWN SUPERVISORS OF ELECTIONS


Motion: To approve the appointment of Stephanie Herold, Chair, and Eddy G. Lee, Member, to serve as Town Supervisors of Elections for terms ending March, 2010.

Moved by:  Ms. Fischer

Seconded by:  Mr. Lucas
Yea:  5



Nay:  0  



E. 
CDC ANNUAL WALK/RUN


Motion: To approve/disapprove the application for the 13th annual CDC walk/ run on         Thursday, May 8, 2008 from Noon until 1:30 PM through University Park. 

Moved by:  Ms. McPherson

Seconded by:  Ms. Mallino
Yea:  5



Nay:  0  



F.
MD STATE HOUSE BILL ON REGULATING CARRYOUT BAGS IN STORES

Town resident Mr. Dave Brosch of 4313 Tuckerman Street addressed the Council and the Mayor concerning House Bill 967. He asked the Council to pass a resolution supporting the bill, in view of the environmental impact of the 100 billion plastic bags used in the US every year. Ms. Fischer and Mr. Carpenter asked whether or not plastic bags were recycled. Mr. Brosch said the majority of it is not. Mr. Carpenter said it would be useful to contact our local delegates and see what their thoughts are on this issue. March 6 is the initial Committee hearing on this bill.  

G.
MD STATE HOUSE BILL ON ANNEXATION

The Maryland Municipal League asked Mayor Tabori if he would testify in front of the House on the topic of annexation. The bill addresses individual properties that are partially located in a municipality. There are twelve to thirteen such properties in University Park, located between College Heights Drive and Wells Parkway, along Clagett Road. This bill would give towns the right to annex these small properties under an expedited process. 

Ms. Mallino said she would prefer to see the text of the bill before the Mayor testified. Mr. Carpenter said it would be helpful to present University Park’s situation of having to provide services without compensation through tax revenues. Mayor Tabori proposed to pursue obtaining a copy of the text of the bill and review it, then craft testimony that does explain the situation University Park finds itself in. Mayor Tabori acknowledged that his testimony would imply endorsement of the bill.  

Motion: To approve/disapprove the Town’s testimony on the Maryland State House bill on annexation in favor of the bill.

Moved by:  



Seconded by:  

Yea:  



Nay:   


                          No vote was taken on this motion.


H.
SHA MD 410/MD 500/ADELPHI ROAD FINAL PLANS

The Council and the Mayor reviewed and discussed the engineering drawings provided by SHA. There was a consensus that the proposed project exhibits three major weaknesses:

1. The level of service in the intersection does not improve. The level of service remains E in the morning, and F in the afternoon. 

2. The project takes a significant area of land from the Town to extend the turn lane and relocate the sidewalk and utilities. 

3. The cost of the work versus the improvements realized.

Mayor Tabori said that the traffic study performed did not include the Landy development, the Cafritz development, or the East Campus development. The purported traffic study was performed on a single day over four years ago. The Town has requested the traffic study from SHA multiple times, and to date it has not been provided. The rework of this intersection will cost over $1 million for the construction alone. Ms. Mallino said the city of Hyattsville has also expressed concerns over pedestrian safety in this intersection under the proposed plan. 

Mayor Tabori said he will draft a letter expressing the Town’s position to be sent to the SHA District Engineer, for review by Council.  Ms. Dannielle Glaros, Legislative Aide to District 3 Councilman Eric Olson, noted that the SHA tends to undersize the pedestrian safety islands and the curve of the road (right hand turn to northbound Adelphi from westbound East West Highway) suggests a turn with a yield, not a requirement to stop before making the turn. 


Motion: To approve/disapprove the letter to be submitted from the Town to SHA re: the MD 410/MD 500/Adelphi Road intersection improvements. 

Moved by:  



Seconded by:  

Yea:  



Nay:   


                          No vote was taken on this motion.

10.  ADJOURNMENT at 9:55pm



Submitted by: ______________________






    John Rogard Tabori

Mayor
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