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MEETING OF

UNIVERSITY PARK MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL

UNIVERSITY PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

4315 UNDERWOOD STREET

7:30 P.M.

      June 2, 2008
             WORK SESSION

1.  CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Tabori at 7:35pm
Present:
Mr. Lucas, Ms. McPherson, Ms. Winton, Mr. DeSaussure, Ms. Fischer, Mr. Dudinsky

Excused: 
Ms. Mallino 

Absent:
None
Note: Mr. Dudinsky arrived during the approval of the May 20, 2008 meeting minutes, item 4.
2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Ms. Winton.
3.  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

Mayor Tabori distributed the emergency permit for 4401 Sheridan St., which will be added to the agenda a New Business item 10F.

Moved by:  Ms. Fischer

Seconded by:  Ms. Winton
Yea:  5



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0
4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
May 19, 2008 Meeting

Moved by:  Mr. Lucas

Seconded by:  Mr. DeSaussure
Yea:  5



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0





May 20, 2008 Special Meeting

Moved by:  Ms. Winton

Seconded by:  Mr. DeSaussure
Yea:  4



Nay:  0  



Abstain: 2 (Ms. McPherson, Mr. Dudinsky)
5.  MAYOR’S REPORT – Mayor John Rogard Tabori

Mayor Tabori said the Nelson-Coggins building permit application for 6518 40th Ave. will be on the agenda for the June 19th Council meeting. 

Mayor Tabori said the Town has collected all the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) material for a recent request and is waiting for instructions from the requested party on how he wants to receive the material. The choices are to view the material in Town Hall or to have it copied and provided to him. Mr. Dudinsky asked that a copy of the information be made and left in his mailbox, and he would convey it to the requestor. Mayor Tabori said that he would contact the individual and confirm that this was acceptable. 

Mayor Tabori replied to Mr. Dudinsky’s request for information on the improvements on the property on Tuckerman St. The homeowner has County and Town permits, and is not putting any plumbing into the garage. His work is fully within his rights. 

Mr. Dudinsky asked for the status of the Town web site. Mayor Tabori has requested the company set up a date for a final contract negotiation discussion. Mr. Dudinsky pointed out that the presentation and discussions began in February. Mayor Tabori said that the company’s contract wanted copyright ownership of the site content – which is forbidden by Town ordinance – and wanted arbitration to take place in California. The Town has proposed alternative language to the arbitration clause. The company responded by proposing further modifications to the contract. 

Mr. Dudinsky asked about the status of the contract to store Town vehicles at People’s Supply. Director of Public Works Mr. Beall said that he recommended that the contract was not in the best interests of the Town. The reasons for Mr. Beall’s recommendation included the fact that the Town’s access to the site would be restricted to the hours People’s Supply was open to the public; the space available for Town vehicle parking was a small corner of the yard; the maintenance bay would have to be shared with the employees of People’s Supply; and the contract terms were for five years. The area that would be available to the Town is next to a dump truck access road, which would require the Town to erect fencing at the Town’s expense. Mr. Beall said he is in the process of researching alternative locations in the area. 

In response to questions from council members, Mayor Tabori said that the trash trucks (packer trucks) are presently stored at Hyattsville Nursery; some vehicles are parked next to Town Hall; and the maintenance bay and some vehicles are stored at Shankle Body. The rental fee at Shankle Body is $2300 per month, which includes utilities. People’s Supply would cost $2000 per month, not including utilities, and would be a five-year contract with People’s Supply holding the right to terminate the contract with 90 days notice. The negotiations with People’s Supply began in earnest approximately two and a half months ago. Ms. Fischer asked Mr. Beall when he might be able to locate an alternative property. Mr. Beall said his goal was to have a contract in place by the end of the 2008 calendar year. Ms. Fischer expressed her reservations about entering into a five year contract. 

6.  PUBLIC COMMENT

Mr. John Costello of 4210 Sheridan St. brought to the attention of the Council and the Mayor the letter he had just received from WSSC. The letter says the water pipe replacement work on Sheridan and Tuckerman has been postponed for at least one year. He also raised a question about the speed hump installed in front of his home. In his view this particular speed hump is ineffective because drivers can swerve across the lane to avoid the sections of the hump. He asked that either a full-width speed hump be installed, or that this hump be removed entirely. 

Mayor Tabori said that if the WSSC project is truly cancelled or postponed, which the Mayor will work to confirm with WSSC, this will have broad implications for the Town. The timing of the WSSC work affects the timing and total required capital outlay by the Town for both speed humps and for street repairs. Clagett Road in is need of repair in the near term. The Council and the Mayor discussed the timing of installing permanent (pavement) speed humps versus when the humps would be damaged or cut up by WSSC street work.

Ms. Winton recommended that the speed hump issue should be revisited with the community. Mr. Beall said he will look to see if there are sufficient parts available from Public Works to install a full speed hump in front of Mr. Costello’s home.  

7. REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES- Chief Michael Wynnyk 

Mr. Dudinsky asked Chief Wynnyk if the UPPD officers carry a UPPD cell phone. He expressed concern about gaps in response from officers. Chief Wynnyk said there were occasions where the officer going off duty did not hand over the phone to the officer coming on duty. Town Hall has gaps in coverage and signal strength for the Verizon phones used by UPPD. Chief Wynnyk said residents have the alternative option of calling the County dispatch number and requesting that a UPPD officer respond. The Chief, Mayor, and council discussed the complexities of how to handle and forward calls to the non-emergency number.

Mr. Dudinsky asked Chief Wynnyk what percentage of the UPPD officers’ time is spent on pulling traffic duty on the perimeter roads around Town, i.e. Adelphi Road, East-West Highway, and Route 1. Chief Wynnyk said he did not have a breakout of that time. The Chief noted that an average of 60 traffic tickets were written each month by the department. Mr. Dudinsky expressed his thoughts on how to allocate police resources effectively. The Chief, Mayor, and council discussed the various methods for allocating police resources to best prevent crime.  

Chief Wynnyk said that the CERT team will hold an emergency response drill in the Town on Saturday. 

Crime Statistics (May 1st – 31st) 2008

Ward 1

Theft – On May 8, 2008 at 1:00pm in the 4300 block of Sheridan St. a Toro lawnmower was stolen from the yard of a residence. A witness advised that she observed two adult males in an unknown vehicle walk into the neighbor’s yard, take the lawnmower, load it into the vehicle, and drive off. No tag information was provided. The UPPD was notified of the incident at 2:30pm the same day. Area was canvassed, no suspect/s was located. 

Vandalism – Between April 26, 2008 and May 9, 2008 in the 4300 block of Sheridan St. suspect/s placed wine corks and unknown substance into the gas tank of a 1998 Toyota Camry. Suspect was not located. Investigation is on-going.   

Ward 2 

Theft – Between 8:15am May 9, 2008 and 9:30am May 10, 2008 in the 6500 block of 40th Ave. the rear tag was stolen from a 1999 Subaru Forester. The victim advised that the vehicle was parked in front of her home and at the PG Plaza Metro Station during the time frame indicated. It is unknown when the theft actually occurred. No suspect/s was located. 

Ward 3 

DUI Arrest – On May 22, 2008 at 11:30pm in the 6700 block of Baltimore Ave. an adult female was stopped for speeding southbound on Baltimore Ave. Further investigation revealed the subject to be intoxicated. Driver was placed under arrest for Driving Under the Influence of alcohol and also charged with speeding. Case Closed.

 Assault – On May 24th at 4:30am at the intersection of 44th Ave and Van Buren St. an adult female advised that she was walking down the street when an unidentified male grabbed her. The victim screamed, awakened residents in the immediate area, and when the residents turned on lights and opened doors the suspect ran away. Follow-up investigation revealed that the victim had been seen with the suspect in the College Park area, and personal information provided was inaccurate. The victim’s mother was contacted and she advised that her daughter did not live where she had indicated, and was not attending any college. No further investigation will be conducted due to lack of accurate and confirmable information.

Breaking and Entering – On May 5th between 7:30am and 11:30pm in the 6700 block of Baltimore Ave. suspect/s broke into the rear basement door of a residence and stole a laptop computer, some DVDs, a teal duffle bag, and a package containing N gauge trains that had been delivered by UPS. No suspect/s was located. Investigation is on-going. 

Vandalism – On May 6, 2008 between midnight and 2:00pm in the 6700 block of Baltimore Ave. subject advised that an unknown person damaged the windshield and dented the rear left side of his 1999 Acura C/L. No suspect/s was located. 

Ward 4

Attempted Theft – On May 11, 2008 between 2:00pm and 10:30pm in the 4300 block of Van Buren St. suspect/s broke the driver’s side window of a 2000 BMW roadster and emptied the contents of the glove box in the interior of the vehicle. Nothing was taken. No suspect/s was located. 

Theft – Between 6:00pm May 11, 2008 and 10:45am May 12, 2008 in the 4200 block of Underwood St. suspect/s broke the driver side window of a 2002 Toyota Avalon and stole a cell phone. No suspect/s was located.  

Ward 5

None.   

Ward 6

Recovered Stolen Auto – On May 6, 2008 at 11:00am in the 6700 block of Adelphi Rd. the UPPD recovered a 2008 Cadillac DTS that had not been returned to a rental agency and was reported as a stolen vehicle by Budget Rent-A-Car. The suspect driving the vehicle was reportedly in the home sleeping. The suspect, an adult male, was located and placed under arrest. Case Closed.

Vandalism – On May 26, 2008 at 3:50am in the 6700 block of Adelphi Rd a suspect known only as “Angel” tossed two Corona beer bottles at an Isuzu Rodeo breaking the driver side window and front window of the vehicle. Victim alleged that he heard a noise and saw the suspect run from the area. No other information was available on the suspect. Suspect was not located.   
Ward 7

None.   

Contact the UPPD with tips regarding crimes. All information will be kept confidential

8.  REPORT ON THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS – Mickey Beall, Director 

Public Works Director Mr. Beall reported on activities of the public works department, including the opportunity to purchase a dump truck from College Park, the state of the Town tennis courts, Pepco, and the need for an inclement weather policy for the town field.

Mr. DeSaussure asked if Mr. Beall knew what the agent used for mosquito spraying would be. Mr. Beall said he did not know. Mayor Tabori said the agent was bt, the same material used for the gypsy moth spraying. 

Mr. Dudinsky asked about the status of installing painted crosswalks. Mr. Beall has begun to look into this but does not have enough information to make a presentation to Council yet.

Mr. Dudinsky raised a concern about single stream recycling and requested that a public hearing be held on this topic. Mayor Tabori pointed out that the Council had approved the FY09 budget, which included funds for implementing single stream recycling. Ms. Winton said that she had not realized approving the budget was the same as approving single stream recycling. The ensuing discussion was cut short by the lateness of the hour, as this was the last topic of the evening [sequence of agenda items taken up by Council did not follow the numerical order of the items].

9.  CONSENT AGENDA


Motion: To approve the following consent agenda.

Moved by:  Ms. Fischer

Seconded by:  Mr. Lucas
Yea:  6



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0

A.
APPLICATION TO REPLACE FENCE

                        (Moore, 4416 Van Buren Street)  Ward 3


B.
APPLICATION TO REPLACE/REPAIR REAR PORCH

                        (Goldberg, 6802 Baltimore Avenue)  Ward 5


C.
APPLICATION TO REPLACE WALKWAY

                        (Cooper, 6707 Queens Chapel Road)  Ward 3


D.
APPLICATION TO REBOARD DECK



(Henry, 6502 44th Avenue)  Ward 3

10.   NEW BUSINESS


A.
APPLICATION TO CONSTRUCT SECOND FLOOR ADDITION

                        (Clissold, 4102 College Heights Drive)  Ward 6

Mr. Clissold, the homeowner, and Mr. Tom Ammend, architect, presented the building plans to the Council and the Mayor. 


Motion: To approve the construction of a 26’x 38’8” second story addition over a one story house on Lot 15, Block 36, Section 7 at 4102 College Heights Drive.

Moved by:  Ms. Winton

Seconded by:  Mr. DeSaussure
Yea:  6



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0
                 
 B.      BUDGET TRANSFER- DUMP TRUCK          

            Motion:  To approve the transfer of up to $7,000 from unreserved funds to public works- capital outlay/ for the purchase of a dump truck and accessories.    
       

Moved by:  Ms. Winton

Seconded by:  Ms. Fischer
Yea:  6



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0          


Motion:
To approve appointments to the following council committees:


Police, Traffic, and Public Safety: Mr. Dudinsky, Mr. Lucas, Ms. Winton

Policy, Rules, and Municipal Structure: Mr. DeSaussure, Ms. Fischer, Mr. Dudinsky


Public Facilities and Services: Ms. McPherson, Ms. Winton, Ms. Mallino

Moved by:  Mr. Lucas

Seconded by:  Mr. DeSaussure
Yea:  6



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0
E. COUNCIL SPECIAL COMMITTEES

 
Motion:
To approve/disapprove the following appointments to special council committees:


Rental: Dudinsky (Proposed Chair)


Budget: 


Fence Ordinance: 


Permits:


Trees: Mallino (Council Liaison to Committee) 


Employee Pensions: DeSaussure (Proposed Chair)

No vote was taken on agenda item 10E due to the lateness of the hour.


F.
APPLICATION TO PERFORM EMERGENCY WATER PIPE REPLACEMENT

                        (Strum, 4401 Sheridan St.)  Ward 1

Mayor Tabori spoke on this permit on behalf of the homeowner. Town Engineer Mr. Sidhu has reviewed the site and proposed work, which will run under the Town’s sidewalk.  


Motion: To approve the emergency repairs to the water pipes at 4401 Sheridan St, with a condition on permit approval being that a plat of the property is supplied to Town Hall.

Moved by:  Mr. Dudinsky

Seconded by:  Mr. DeSaussure
Yea:  6



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0
Mr. Dudinsky and Ms. Fischer discussed whether or not to reorganize the agenda of the meeting. The Mayor suggested that he review the agenda, with input from Council, and check with the Town Attorney [that there were no statutory requirements to the organization of the agenda]. The Mayor said he would propose alternatives to the current agenda order at the next Council meeting.   

Mr. Dudinsky appealed to the Council to waive the $100 stop work order fee that was applied to 43?? Woodberry St. The homeowner had begun work on replacing a retaining wall and driveway without first obtaining a County or a Town permit. A general discussion about permit requirements and stop work orders ensued. The council discussed the pros and cons of retroactively considering waiving stop work order fees. In the past, when stop work order fees were waived, it was done at the time the homeowner came before Council to obtain the appropriate Town permit. The suggestion was made that this topic requires further thought, perhaps best taken up in the Council Special Committees such as the Permits Special Committee. Mr. Dudinsky’s motion to retroactively waive this specific $100 fee failed for lack of a second. 
11.  ADJOURNMENT at 10:15 pm.
Submitted by: ______________________


        John Rogard Tabori

               Mayor
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