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MEETING OF

UNIVERSITY PARK MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL

UNIVERSITY PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

4315 UNDERWOOD STREET

7:30 P.M.

      May 19, 2008
      REGULAR SESSION

1.  CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Tabori at 7:30pm
Present:
Ms. Mallino, Mr. Lucas, Ms. McPherson, Ms. Winton, Mr. Carpenter, Ms. Fischer 

Excused: 
Mr. Dudinsky 

Absent:
None
2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Mr. Lucas

SWEARING-IN OF THE MAYOR-ELECT

AND THE CEREMONIAL SWEARING-IN 

OF THE COUNCILMEMBERS-ELECT

THE HONORABLE PEGGY MAGEE

Clerk of the Circuit Court

John Rogard Tabori, Mayor

Margaret S. Mallino, Ward 1 Councilmember

Susan E. McPherson, Ward 3 Councilmember

Ed Desaussure, Ward 7 Councilmember

3.  OFFICIAL SWEARING-IN OF COUNCILMEMBERS-ELECT BY THE MAYOR

Presentation of plaque to outgoing Ward 7 Councilmember Bradley Carpenter

Mayor Tabori addressed the Council, Mr. Carpenter, and the public in attendance to express his sincere and heartfelt appreciation for the selfless public service Mr. Carpenter has contributed to the Town of University Park over the past seven years.

Mr. Carpenter thanked Mayor Tabori and the council members, as well as the former mayor, Mr. John Brunner, for the wisdom, guidance, and dedicated collaboration they have shared together in service to the Town. 

The Honorable Peggy Magee, Clerk of the Circuit Court, presented Mr. Carpenter with a certificate of recognition from the Clerk of the Circuit Court for his seven years of service to University Park as a Council Member for Ward 7.    

4.  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

Moved by: Ms. Winton

Seconded by: Mr. Carpenter

Yea:  6



Nay:  0
 Abstain: 0

5.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
May 5, 2008 Meeting

Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Ms. Fischer

Yea: 6 



Nay:  0
 Abstain: 0
5B.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  April 28, 2008 Meeting

Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Ms. McPherson

Yea: 6 



Nay:  0
 Abstain: 0
6.  MAYOR’S REPORT – Mayor John Rogard Tabori

Mayor Tabori reported on the status of the code inspection at 4315 Woodberry St. Mayor Tabori, Code Inspector Ms. Paula Martino, Arborist Mr. John Anna, and Town Engineer Mr. Sidhu have inspected the property. No code violations were found. Mr. Anna, an arborist for the town, found no violation with the trees on the property. The backyard grass is high, but is below 12 inches in height. Mayor Tabori did note two small defects during his inspection of the property. The stanchion supporting the stair railing has rusted away, and there is a chip in one stair. Mr. Sidhu has requested a review of the building’s structure by a structural engineer. The Town in preparing a letter to the homeowner on these issues. 

Mr. Nickens asked if the inside of the house was inspected. Mayor Tabori said that he believed it was. Mr. Nickens asked if the property had a lead abatement certificate. Mayor Tabori said that it did. Mayor Tabori added that the room that had had moisture problems in the past has been remodeled and repaired. Mr. Nickens asked if he could review the inspection report. Mayor Tabori said that the report was available for review, and requested that Mr. Nickens submit a request in writing to Town Hall for the record. 

Mayor Tabori said that UPES would no longer have a caretaker available after 8pm after this school year ends in June. The Town would need to pay overtime to have a caretaker available to keep the building open for Town Council meetings. Ms. Winton asked if the Mayor knew what the budget impact would be. The Mayor did not have that figure immediately available. There was a suggestion made to consider Riverdale Presbyterian Church as a possible alternative meeting site. This location would also require a fee for maintenance and is already heavily used by other groups in the community. 

7.  PUBLIC COMMENT

Ms. Orinda Nelson, town resident of 6518 40th Ave, asked for clarification on what would be necessary to get her permit application placed on the Council agenda. Town Attorney Ms. Ferguson replied to Ms. Nelson. 

A town resident asked when the list of rental properties in town would be publicly available. Mayor Tabori said a copy of the list is available in Town Hall. The listing has not been put on the Town web site yet because Town Hall is in the process of moving to a new web hosting service. Once the new hosting service is in place, the rental property list will be put on-line. 

Mr. Shelton Nickens, a resident of Woodberry St., recommended that a citizen’s committee look into the rental situation in Town and provide input to the Mayor and Council. He raised concerns about the rampant stop sign running on Queens Chapel Rd. Mr. Nickens asked if a cross walk could be put in place. Mayor Tabori said that Mr. Dudinsky had raised this point as well and the Mayor is researching this. Chief Wynnyk researched the requirements to install a crosswalk at UPES about a year ago. 

Mayor Tabori said that the Town has periodically had rental committees looking into the issues around rental properties. The previous committees had not provided full reports to Town Hall. The Mayor is working to collect complete reports and will report back to Council on June 2. 

Ms. Nelson asked who is responsible for tree trimming in the grassy areas between the road and the sidewalk? Mayor Tabori replied that area is a median strip, and tree trimming would be the Town’s responsibility. 

8.  REPORT OF TOWN TREASURER – Daniel R. Baden, C.P.A.

Mr. Baden presented the report on the budget. The total general fund revenues from July 2007 through April 30, 2008 are $2,236,404.42. The total budgeted total general fund revenues are $3,432,190.00 for the year. The personnel cost for General Government from July 2007 through April 2008 is $128,243.22. The total budgeted personnel cost for General Government is $201,850.00 for the year. The total General Government cost from July 2007 through April 2008 were $358,126.40 and the total General Government budget for the year is $548,350.00.

The personnel cost for Police and Public Safety from July 2007 through April 2008 is $476,981.66. The total budgeted personnel cost for Police and Public Safety is $684,679.00 for the year. The total cost for Police and Public Safety, both personnel and operating costs, from July 2007 through April 2008 is $544,870.29, with a total budgeted cost of $746,329.00 for the year. The total cost for Public Works from July 2007 through April 2008, including personnel and operating costs, is $814,923.24. The total budgeted cost for Public Works is $1,169,817.00 for the year.

Mr. Baden reported that the total expenses between July and April 2008 were $1,827,815.02. The total budgeted expenses for the year are $3,447,190.00. After a question from Ms. Mallino, Mr. Baden said the correct figure for the budgeted amount for IV, Unreserved Funds under the Reserves and Debt Service section of the budget was $311,444 instead of the $326,444 listed in his report. He further noted that interest income was declining, due to declining interest rates. 

9. REPORT OF TOWN ATTORNEY – Suellen M. Ferguson, Esq.

Town Attorney Ms. Ferguson said that Parks and Planning has proposed a corridor boundary change for Route 1. The change would rezone property facing Rt.1 to a commercial zoning category. This change would include most of the houses bordering Rt.1 in University Park. Mayor Tabori said he would follow up on finding out the details of this proposed change tomorrow.  

10.  REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES- Chief Michael Wynnyk 

Chief Wynnyk said the May Fair event was successful, despite the early morning rain. Work continues in updating the stop signs throughout town. A pandemic flu emergency drill is planned for June 7. Pat care has been added to the emergency response plan. Ms. Winton added that more volunteers are always welcome on the CERT team.   

Crime Statistics (April 1st – 30th) 2008

Ward 1

None.   

Ward 2 

Sex Offense – On April 24th, 2008 at approximately 1:45pm in the park near the 6500 block of 40th Ave. an adult female was walking through the park back in route to her job at the University Town Center, when four young teenage males walking in the opposite direction passed by her.  One of the males reached out and touched her breast and kept walking by with the other subjects. The victim was not injured. The area was canvassed by UPPD, Hyattsville PD, and PGPD and no suspect was located. 

Ward 3 

Stolen Auto – On April 2, 2008 between 7:00pm and 6:00am in the 6700 block of 44th Ave. suspect/s stole a 1996 Honda Civic from in front of the residence. At 8:00am on the same date the vehicle was recovered by UPPD in the 4300 block of Claggett-Pineway Rd. No suspect/s was located. 

Ward 4

Recovered Stolen Auto – On April 25, 2008 at 8:00am in the 6600 block of Wells Parkway, the UPPD recovered a stolen 1999 Honda Civic that had been stolen in College Park. The vehicle’s wheels and radio were removed. No suspect/s was located. 

Sex Offense – On April 18, 2008 at 11:45pm it was reported to the UPPD that one adult female and four adult males were riding bicycles down Queens Chapel Rd. in the nude. A UPPD officer responded and located the subjects near the UPES and found only one of the suspects unclothed. Subjects have been charged. Case closed. 

Ward 5

None.   

Ward 6

Theft – Between September 2006 and December 2006 in the 6600 block of Wells Parkway an adult male was hired to do contract work at the residence. Homeowner has pressed charges for a variety of alleged violations of theft of property regarding the building materials and monies involved in the business transaction. This incident was reported to UPPD in April of 2008. Follow-up investigation will be conducted by PGPD and the PG States Attorney Office.  
Ward 7

None.   

Contact the UPPD with tips regarding crimes. All information will be kept confidential

11.  REPORT ON THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS – Mickey Beall, Director 

Public Works Director Mr. Beall reported on activities of the public works department, including mosquito spraying, stop sign standardization, on-going tree issues, the opportunity to purchase a dump truck from College Park, an inclement weather policy for the town field, and the status of the pedestrian bridges. 

Mr. Carpenter praised the efforts of the combined gypsy moth team in putting together the spraying program. 

Mayor Tabori said that the bridge engineer will provide the Town with three alternatives for addressing the structural problems identified in the Town bridges.

Mr. Nickens asked if the mosquito spraying would be aerial, and what agent would be used. Mr. Beall said he was not sure and would check into that.  

12.  FY09 BUDGET HEARING

Ms. Mallino offered a motion to increase the Town’s contribution to the employee 401(k) plan from up to 3% of the employee’s salary and up to 2% matching contribution by the Town to up to 4% of the employee’s salary and up to 3% matching contribution. Ms. Mallino’s rationale is to provide employees with the opportunity to save up to 10% of their compensation. This brings the plan more in line with recommendations from retirement experts and is more equitable. She pointed out that the Town has the option to increase or decrease the 401(k) limits each year. Ms. Mallino said she had discussed this with the Mayor and Town Treasurer and the monies could come out of the undesignated unreserved funds. 

Ms. Fischer asked if this was related to the concern that the Town’s benefits were not competitive. Mayor Tabori said that within the police department, there has been long-term interest in improving the pension system. Mr. Brunner spoke in favor of Ms. Mallino’s recommendation. He said that he has looked at what the retirement income would be for town employees and described the amount that would be paid out as “embarrassing”. He encouraged the Town to look into the State of Maryland retirement system, which the Town is already doing. Mr. Carpenter asked if this motion would cause the expenses for the year to exceed revenues by drawing on reserves. Ms. Mallino said that it would. Mayor Tabori said that over the last two years the Town has consistently spent no more than 90% of its budget. The remaining 10% has been placed in reserve. Mayor Tabori said he is in favor of this proposal as well and supports it. He discussed several areas where the budget could be reduced if necessary. Mayor Tabori spoke to his efforts to reduce, or at least hold steady, the tax rate for University Park. In contrast, Prince George’s and Montgomery County have both raised their tax rates this year.

Mr. Brian Bayly of Forest Hill Drive asked if the town had a clock, as identified in the budget. The Mayor answered that the Town did, purchased under a previous administration, and the clock was awaiting final installation. 

Mr. Bob Weidner of Wells Parkway spoke in support of Ms. Mallino’s proposal. 

Mr. Harold Freeman, a town resident, asked if the budgeted amount for the gasoline allotment was realistic. The Mayor said that at this time he and the Town Treasurer believe it is. Mr. Freeman said he thought it might be underfunded by $10,000 to $15,000. He asked where the operating funds for the Town bus were shown. Mr. Baden replied that is shown on item G24, transit. Mr. Freeman asked what the bus ridership was. Mayor Tabori replied it was 75 rides per day. 

Ms. Tracy Toscano, a town resident, said she was a town clerk in another municipality. She stressed the importance of creating a beneficial package of compensation and benefits in order to create a stable, long-term workforce. 

Ms. Winton spoke to the benefits of the carbon footprint reduction that are achieved by supporting a town bus. Ms. Winton and Mayor Tabori mentioned the benefits of having a bus service for senior citizens to ride for weekly trips to the grocery store and the reduction on the number of cars on the road. 

Ms. Ann Bowden, a town resident, reviewed budget item N2, department of public works, and asked if the Town truly had three supervisors and nine employees. Mayor Tabori and Public Works Director Mr. Beall explained that titles aside, the department had a director and 11 employees doing the public works activities. 


Motion:
To approve an increase in the Town’s contribution to the employees’ 401 (k) plan from up to 3% of the employee’s salary and up to 2% matching contribution by the Town to up to 4% of the employee’s salary and up to 3% matching contribution.

Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Mr. Lucas 

Yea:  5



Nay:  1 (Carpenter)
 Abstain: 0
Ms. Ann Bowden, a town resident, reviewed budget item N2, department of public works, and asked if the Town truly had three supervisors and nine employees. Mayor Tabori and Public Works Director Mr. Beall explained that titles aside, the department had a director and 11 employees doing the public works activities. 

Mr. Brunner expressed his appreciation for Mr. Carpenter’s years of dedicated service. He proposed an amendment to the budget to address the tennis court on Queens Chapel Road, to increase budget item B7 from $5,000 to $15,400 by moving $10,400 from unreserved undesignated funds. Ms. Fischer raised the point that there should be consistent funding and maintenance on the tennis courts, and the FY08 monies had not been spent. Mr. Lucas said the courts were not deteriorating at the same rate – the courts adjacent to Wells Parkway have more serious structural problems. Mayor Tabori and Public Works Director Mr. Beall discussed the potential costs and approaches to carrying out the tennis court repairs. Mayor Tabori said that he was concerned about repairing the courts without also repairing the fencing. If the courts are repaired, later repairs to the fence may damage the courts. Mr. Carpenter moved to amend the budget to increase item B7, but the motion failed for lack of a second.

The following input was received by email from Mr. Dudinsky to Mayor Tabori, and added by Mayor Tabori as Mr. Dudinsky was excused from the meeting:

 

Pease read the following into tonight's record:

 

 "I believe single stream recycling funding should be removed from the 2009 budget pending both a public forum and council approval."

13.  FY09 CONSTANT YIELD TAX RATE HEARING


Motion:   To keep the constant yield tax rate at 0.06, the same rate the previous year. 

Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Ms. Winton

Yea:  6



Nay:  0
 Abstain: 0
14.   CONTINUING BUSINESS

 
A.
LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION 08-02: FY09 BUDGET (Second Reading)


Motion:
To approve Legislative Resolution 08-02: FY09 Budget. 

Moved by: Mr. Carpenter

Seconded by: Ms. Mallino

Yea:  6



Nay:  0
 Abstain: 0

B.
BUDGET TRANSFER (Second Reading)


Motion:
To approve the budget transfer amounts as stated in the April 17, 2008 memo from Town Treasurer Daniel Baden.

Moved by: Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Ms. McPherson 

Yea:  6



Nay:  0
 Abstain: 0
15.  NEW BUSINESS

A.
GIRL SCOUT GOLD AWARDS


Motion:
To approve the awarding of proclamations to Kady Ruth Ashcraft and Sasha Goldberg for achieving the Girl Scout Gold Award. 

Moved by: Ms. McPherson
Seconded by: Ms. Winton

Yea:  6



Nay:  0
 Abstain: 0
16.  ADJOURNMENT at 10 pm.
Submitted by: ______________________


        John Rogard Tabori


   Mayor




Page 7

