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MEETING OF

UNIVERSITY PARK MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL

UNIVERSITY PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

4315 UNDERWOOD STREET

7:00 P.M.

      January 7, 2008
      WORK SESSION

*******Vote to go into Executive Session to discuss Personnel Matters at 7:00 pm********



Moved by:  Ms. Mallino

Seconded by:  Mr. Lucas


Yea:  6



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 1 (Mr. Carpenter)
1.  CALL TO ORDER OF THE PUBLIC WORK SESSION: Mayor Tabori at 7:40pm
Present:
Ms. Mallino, Mr. Lucas, Ms. McPherson, Mr. Dudinsky, Ms. Fischer, Ms. Winton, Mr. Carpenter

Excused: 
None

Absent:
None

2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Ms. Winton.
3.  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA



Moved by:  Ms. McPherson

Seconded by:  Mr. Carpenter


Yea:  7



Nay:  0  



4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
December 17, 2007 Meeting



Moved by:  Ms. Mallino

Seconded by:  Mr. Carpenter


Yea:  5



Nay:  0  




Abstain: 2 Ms. Winton (not present at the meeting), Ms. Fischer (not present at the meeting)


4.  COUNCIL VOTE ON HIRING NEW PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR


Motion: To approve the hiring of Mr. Michael Beall to the position of Director of Public Works for the Town of University Park.



Moved by:  Ms. Mallino

Seconded by:  Mr. Carpenter


Yea:  7



Nay:  0  


5.  MAYOR’S REPORT

Mayor Tabori said that a company would attend the February 4th Council meeting to demonstrate web site/interactive community bulletin board software. The software is a candidate solution to hosting the town’s upmd.org web site. The software would allow Council members to have a blog and allow the newsletter to be on-line. This software could possibly move the rent and permit application process on-line, as well as allow payment for permit application fees. Mayor Tabori thanked Mr. Dudinsky for arranging the presentation.

Mayor Tabori has not been able to confirm a date for a presentation on the Purple line plans by a Metro representative. This presentation will probably happen during the second Council session in February. 

College Heights Estates, the Cafritz property owners, and the city of College Park are all on-board with University Park in making plans for aerial spraying for gypsy months. He is still waiting to hear back from Riverdale and one other municipality. Mayor Tabori is pressing the State of Maryland to release the report on the gypsy moth egg mass count as soon as possible. He expressed his concern that with the unseasonably warm weather, the trees will leaf out and the caterpillars will hatch out earlier than usual. Mayor Tabori will bring to Council a request to augment the budget line item for spraying, as well as set up a public forum to discuss an aerial spraying program. The spraying is done from a helicopter.

Mr. Lucas brought up the noise being emitted by the office towers at University Town Center. The noise level is causing problems for town residents. 

Mr. Lucas raised the topic of the Sheridan St. resident’s questions about speeding on that street. Mayor Tabori said he is still reviewing the data from Mr. Cook’s most recent traffic study. The Mayor is considering a recommendation to Council to remove the Sheridan St. speed table and replace it with two speed cushions. This would require the purchase of two more speed cushions. Ms. Mallino said that one resident commented to her that 44th St. was seeing an increase in speeding. Mayor Tabori said he has received requests from residents outside of Ward One to have speed tables installed.    
6.  PUBLIC COMMENT

None

7.  REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES- Sgt. Wayne McCully

Sgt. McCully reviewed the police report with the Council and the Mayor. Mayor Tabori expressed his appreciation to Chief Wynnyk and Sgt. McCully for their highly professional handling of the December 21st theft incident in Ward Two.

Crime Statistics (December 1st –  31st) 2007

Ward 1

None. 

Ward 2

Theft – On December 21st at 1:20pm in the 6500 block of Queens Chapel Rd., two adult male suspects were observed in a 1993 Honda Accord stealing a wallet from the unlocked vehicle. A next-door neighbor and the homeowner saw the suspects exit the vehicle and walk west on Queens Chapel Rd. towards Adelphi Rd. The suspects were not located by the police. A search of the area resulted in the recovery of the victim’s wallet with nothing taken.        
Ward 3 

Theft – Between December 6th at 5:00pm and December 10th 11:00am in the 4400 block of Underwood St. suspect/s stole a 12’ aluminum step ladder and a 4’ aluminum step ladder from the rear yard of a residence. The ladders belonged to a contractor that was doing work at that location.  No suspect/s was located.       
Ward 4

None.   

Ward 5

 None.   
Ward 6

Theft – Between December 1st at 11:45pm and December 2nd 11:23am in the 6700 block of 41st Ave. suspect/s pried open the driver side window of a 1993 Honda Accord and stole an aftermarket Sony car stereo and a box of oranges. No suspect/s was located.    

Attempted Theft – Between December 1st at 11:00pm and December 2nd 6:30am in the 4100 block of College Heights Dr. suspect/s pried open the driver side window of a 1992 Honda Accord to gain entry. No items were taken. No suspect/s was located.    
Ward 7

None.   

Contact the UPPD with tips regarding crimes. All information will be kept confidential
8.   CONTINUING BUSINESS
A. COUNCIL CONSIDERATION OF SINGLE STREAM RECYCLING – Mallino

Presentation of Interim Report

Ms. Mallino redistributed the interim report of single stream recycling information. The administration and Public Works Director Mr. Beall will conduct further research and bring to the Council a recommendation for final approval.

B. CONSIDERATION OF AN EMPLOYEE BENEFITS PACKAGE – First Reading

The Council and the Mayor discussed which actuarial assumption(s) to include in the benefits study. Various choices include 100%, 75%, 25%, and 0% funding levels. Mayor Tabori said special legislation is required if the benefits package is funded at less that 100%. Ms. Winton asked for more background on why this type of program would be beneficial to University Park. Mayor Tabori said benefits impact retention. In his view, the police department has a high turn-over rate, and the public works department has a steady turn-over. In reply to questions from Council members, Mayor Tabori said University Park was the only nearby municipality that did not offer this benefits package.   

Motion: To approve the use of funds from government studies line item to fund benefits package study to assess the cost of funding the program.



Moved by:  Ms. Mallino

Seconded by:  Mr. Carpenter


Yea:  7



Nay:  0  


C. 2008 COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE

Motion: To approve the 2008 Council Meeting Schedule.



Moved by:  Ms. Mallino

Seconded by:  Ms. Fischer


Yea:  7



Nay:  0  



D.
BUDGET TRANSFER – IT Services   Second Reading


Motion:
To approve the transfer of $8,000 from Unreserved-Undesignated Funds to IT Costs. 



Moved by:  Ms. Winton

Seconded by:  Mr. Lucas


Yea:  7



Nay:  0  


9.  NEW BUSINESS


A.
APPLICATION TO CONSTRUCT FIRST AND SECOND FLOOR ADDITION AND COVERED PORCH   (Mechak, 4404 Van Buren Street)  Ward 3

Mr. and Ms. Mechak addressed the Council and the Mayor to review their building plans. Prince George’s County has approved the plans and issued the necessary permits and variance. The Mechaks expressed their appreciation for the Mayor’s support and assistance in navigating the permitting and variance processes.  

Motion: To approve the application to construct an 8’x12’ 1st story addition, a 14’x 29’ 2nd story addition, and a 6’x 32’ covered porch on Lot 17, Block 16, Section 3 at 4404 Van Buren Street.



Moved by:  Ms. McPherson

Seconded by:  Ms. Mallino


Yea:  7



Nay:  0  


B. RESOLUTION 08-01: Rental Properties Advertising    First Reading  


Motion: To introduce Resolution 08-01: Rental Properties Advertising.



Moved by:  Mr. Carpenter

Seconded by:  Ms. Mallino 


Yea:  7



Nay:  0  

C.       PARKING WAIVER FOR RENTAL PROPERTY 

                      (Water Street Management, 4429 Underwood Street)  Ward 3


Motion: To approve on-street parking waiver for up to three vehicles for six months at 4429 Underwood Street.



Moved by:  Ms. McPherson

Seconded by:  Ms. Mallino


Yea:  7



Nay:  0  


10.  ADJOURNMENT at 9:30pm.



Submitted by: ______________________






    John Rogard Tabori

Mayor
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