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MEETING OF

UNIVERSITY PARK MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL

UNIVERSITY PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

4315 UNDERWOOD STREET

7:30 P.M.

      June 16, 2008
      REGULAR SESSION

1.  CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Pro Tem Ms. Mallino at 7:35pm
Present:
Mr. Lucas, Ms. McPherson, Mr. DeSaussure, Ms. Fischer, Mr. Dudinsky

Excused: 
Ms. Winton 

Absent:
None
Note: Mayor Tabori was not able to attend the meeting due to illness.
2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Mr. DeSaussure.
3.  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

Moved by:  Ms. McPherson
Seconded by:  Mr. Lucas
Yea:  5



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0
4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
June 2, 2008 Meeting

Moved by:  Ms. Fischer

Seconded by:  Mr. DeSaussure
Yea:  5



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0
5.  PERMIT APPLICATIONS


A.
APPLICATION TO REPLACE DECK AND INSTALL A PATIO

                        (Lippincott, 6502 40th Avenue)  Ward 2

Ms. Lippincott addressed the Mayor and Council to review her application.


Motion:  To approve the replacement of a 22’x 11’ deck and install a 14’ x 11’ patio on Lot 2, Block 21, at 6502 40th Avenue.

Moved by:  Mr. Lucas

Seconded by:  Mr. DeSaussure
Yea:  5



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0

B.
APPLICATION TO INSTALL 6 FOOT NON-CONFORMING FENCE

                        (Williams, 6803 Pineway)  Ward 5

Mr. Williams addressed the Mayor and Council to review his application. Mr. Williams, Mr. Dudinsky, and Mayor Pro Tem Ms. Mallino discussed following through on the status of the parking barriers on the adjacent rental property. A chain link fence was removed from this property and multiple cars are now parking on the property. There may be issues with code enforcement with this rental property and Mr. Dudinsky recommended a followup by Ms. Martino.  


Motion:  To approve the variance for the installation for a 6 foot non-conforming fence on Lots 19/20, Block D at 6803 Pineway. If approved a County permit must be obtained and copy provided to Town Hall before Town permit will be issued. 
       
Moved by:  Ms. Fischer

Seconded by:  Mr. DeSaussure
Yea:  5



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0
   
C.
APPLICATION TO PLANT TREES IN TOWN RIGHT OF WAY



(Pittman, 4412 Van Buren Street)  Ward 3

Mr. Pittman addressed the Mayor and Council to review his application, including drawings of the property that indicated where trees could be placed. He noted that the Town had not carried out any apparent maintenance in the right of way in some time. 

At Ms. Mallino’s request, Town Attorney Ms. Ferguson explained that the Council does not normally grant rights to obstruct the right of way. Once placed in the right of way, the trees and other objects become public property and require maintenance by the Town. The pros and cons of this proposal were discussed at length among the Council members. The Council was in favor of Mr. Pittman contributing to the weeding and trimming of invasive ivy in the right of way.


Motion:  To disapprove the planting (by Mr. William Pittman) of 10-12 evergreen trees in the Town alleyway between Lots 36, 37 and 38 within Ward 3 and extends from Van Buren Street to the rear of Lot 36.

Moved by:  Ms. McPherson
Seconded by:  Mr. Dudinsky
Yea:  5



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0
6.  MAYOR’S REPORT – Mayor Pro Tem Margaret Mallino

Ms. Mallino expressed her appreciation to the Town administration, the Public Works Department, and the Police Department for their prompt and effective response to removing trees and restoring power to Tuckerman St. during a recent outage. 

Mr. Lucas added that the CERT pandemic response drill went very well with 40 participants. 

7.  PUBLIC COMMENT

None. 

8.  CONSENT AGENDA


Motion:  To approve the following consent agenda.

Moved by:  Mr. Lucas

Seconded by:  Ms. McPherson
Yea:  5



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0

A.
APPLICATION TO REPLACE PORCH FLOOR

                        (Headley, 6510 41st Avenue)  Ward 2

9.   CONTINUING BUSINESS


A.    
BUDGET TRANSFER- DUMP TRUCK   Second Reading          

            Motion:  To approve the transfer of up to $7,000 from unreserved funds to public works- capital outlay/ for the purchase of a dump truck and accessories.    
       

Moved by:  Ms. Fischer

Seconded by:  Mr. DeSaussure
Yea:  4



Nay:  1 (Mr. Dudinsky)  

Abstain: 0
B. 
COUNCIL SPECIAL COMMITTEES

 
Motion:
To approve the following appointments to special council committees:


Rental: Mallino, DeSaussure


Budget and Employee Pensions: Mallino (Proposed Chair), Lucas, DeSaussure


Permits and Fence Ordinance: Fischer, Lucas, Winton


Trees: Mallino (Council Liaison to Committee) 

Moved by:  Mr. DeSaussure
Seconded by:  Ms. McPherson
Yea:  5



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0
During comments about the need for, and effectiveness of, a special committee on rental property Mr. Dudinsky discussed the definition of a business entity with Town Attorney Ms. Ferguson. He noted that the Town Charter does not allow businesses to operate within the Town. Why then are landlords allowed to own multiple properties, in effect operating rental businesses in the community? Attorney Ferguson pointed out that Prince George’s County controls zoning. University Park is zoned R55, which allows rental properties. Each rental property may have up to five unrelated people living on the property.  

10.  NEW BUSINESS

A.  REPORT AND DISCUSSION ON SINGLE STREAM RECYCLING

Ms. Mallino provided an overview of her understanding of the status of the single stream recycling. She had previously reported to Council and turned over to the Town administration – Mayor Tabori and Director of Public Works Mr. Beall – her report describing the issues around single stream recycling. The Mayor and Mr. Beall had conducted further research on the details and financial impacts of her recommendations and responded to the Council with a proposed budget which included funds to implement single stream recycling. 

Director of Public Works Mr. Beall provided the Council with printed copies of the Single Stream Recycling Break-Even Analysis spreadsheet he used to calculate the financial costs of each aspect of single stream recycling. Mr. Beall defined single stream recycling as all recycling materials placed in one container and picked up on one day. The Town’s current practice is to have two separate recycling streams – paper in the blue bins on one day, and certain plastic containers in the yellow bins on a different day. The current recycler cannot accept all types of plastic containers. Mr. Beall reviewed the series of calculations on his spreadsheet. The current third-party recycling service to pick up the yellow bins costs $14,000 per year. Among the details of the break-even analysis was a calculation on the savings of traveling to a recycling center closer than the current one used in Upper Marlboro and the fact that adding another lift device to each Town packer truck would speed the pickup of both recycling and trash. Also mentioned was the opportunity to sell the existing yellow and blue bins to an interested party.   

Mr. Dudinsky and other Council members requested that Mr. Beall email the spreadsheet to them. Mr. Beall said he would provide the spreadsheet to all the Council members. Mr. DeSaussure requested a written narrative accompany the spreadsheet, to provide an explanation of each section of the calculations.

11.  REPORT OF TOWN TREASURER – Daniel R. Baden, C.P.A. 

No report was made; Mr. Baden was not in attendance. 
12. REPORT OF TOWN ATTORNEY – Suellen M. Ferguson, Esq.

Ms. Ferguson had no additional items to report, beyond the discussions listed elsewhere in these meeting minutes. 
13.  REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES – Lt. Bacon 

Lt. Bacon noted that the Police Department has one vacancy, which should be filled in June. 

Crime Statistics (May 1st – 31st) 2008

Ward 1

Theft – On May 8, 2008 at 1:00pm in the 4300 block of Sheridan St. a Toro lawnmower was stolen from the yard of a residence. A witness advised that she observed two adult males in an unknown vehicle walk into the neighbor’s yard, take the lawnmower, load it into the vehicle, and drive off. No tag information was provided. The UPPD was notified of the incident at 2:30pm the same day. Area was canvassed, no suspect/s was located. 

Vandalism – Between April 26, 2008 and May 9, 2008 in the 4300 block of Sheridan St. suspect/s placed wine corks and unknown substance into the gas tank of a 1998 Toyota Camry. Suspect was not located. Investigation is on-going.   

Ward 2 

Theft – Between 8:15am May 9, 2008 and 9:30am May 10, 2008 in the 6500 block of 40th Ave. the rear tag was stolen from a 1999 Subaru Forester. The victim advised that the vehicle was parked in front of her home and at the PG Plaza Metro Station during the time frame indicated. It is unknown when the theft actually occurred. No suspect/s was located. 

Ward 3 

DUI Arrest – On May 22, 2008 at 11:30pm in the 6700 block of Baltimore Ave. an adult female was stopped for speeding southbound on Baltimore Ave. Further investigation revealed the subject to be intoxicated. Driver was placed under arrest for Driving Under the Influence of alcohol and also charged with speeding. Case Closed.

 Assault – On May 24th at 4:30am at the intersection of 44th Ave and Van Buren St. an adult female advised that she was walking down the street when an unidentified male grabbed her. The victim screamed, awakened residents in the immediate area, and when the residents turned on lights and opened doors the suspect ran away. Follow-up investigation revealed that the victim had been seen with the suspect in the College Park area, and personal information provided was inaccurate. The victim’s mother was contacted and she advised that her daughter did not live where she had indicated, and was not attending any college. No further investigation will be conducted due to lack of accurate and confirmable information.

Breaking and Entering – On May 5th between 7:30am and 11:30pm in the 6700 block of Baltimore Ave. suspect/s broke into the rear basement door of a residence and stole a laptop computer, some DVDs, a teal duffle bag, and a package containing N gauge trains that had been delivered by UPS. No suspect/s was located. Investigation is on-going. 

Vandalism – On May 6, 2008 between midnight and 2:00pm in the 6700 block of Baltimore Ave. subject advised that an unknown person damaged the windshield and dented the rear left side of his 1999 Acura C/L. No suspect/s was located. 

Ward 4

Attempted Theft – On May 11, 2008 between 2:00pm and 10:30pm in the 4300 block of Van Buren St. suspect/s broke the driver’s side window of a 2000 BMW roadster and emptied the contents of the glove box in the interior of the vehicle. Nothing was taken. No suspect/s was located. 

Theft – Between 6:00pm May 11, 2008 and 10:45am May 12, 2008 in the 4200 block of Underwood St. suspect/s broke the driver side window of a 2002 Toyota Avalon and stole a cell phone. No suspect/s was located.  

Ward 5

None.   

Ward 6

Recovered Stolen Auto – On May 6, 2008 at 11:00am in the 6700 block of Adelphi Rd. the UPPD recovered a 2008 Cadillac DTS that had not been returned to a rental agency and was reported as a stolen vehicle by Budget Rent-A-Car. The suspect driving the vehicle was reportedly in the home sleeping. The suspect, an adult male, was located and placed under arrest. Case Closed.

Vandalism – On May 26, 2008 at 3:50am in the 6700 block of Adelphi Rd a suspect known only as “Angel” tossed two Corona beer bottles at an Isuzu Rodeo breaking the driver side window and front window of the vehicle. Victim alleged that he heard a noise and saw the suspect run from the area. No other information was available on the suspect. Suspect was not located.   
Ward 7

None.   

Contact the UPPD with tips regarding crimes. All information will be kept confidential

14.  REPORT ON THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS – Mickey Beall, Director 

Mr. Beall had no additional items to report beyond the discussion provided under New Business Item 10A elsewhere in these meeting minutes. 
15.  ADJOURNMENT at 10:15 pm.
Submitted by: ______________________


        Margaret Mallino

               Mayor Pro Tem
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